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Why are there 
different Churches? 

1.3

All Christians have beliefs in common. You 
will fi nd out more about them in section 
2.3. They also have a common history 
dating back to the New Testament because 
the teachings of Jesus and his disciples are 
common to all Christians. 

When people are part of a group with 
shared ideas, they often disagree about 
the way things should be done and which 
things are more important; for example, 
how to worship. The Church is just like 
this, and part of the Church’s history 
includes times when these differences 
have caused the Church to divide. The 
different Churches that were formed are 
all still Christian because they all believe 
that Jesus is the Christ – God – so they are 
called Christian denominations.

When leaders from different 
denominations meet, they discuss 
common beliefs in order to bring the 
Christian Churches closer together. This is 
called ecumenism.                  

The Pope and the Archbishop of Canterbury at Westminster 
Abbey, on the Pope’s visit to the UK in September 2010. Why 
was the Pope’s visit to Westminster Abbey important?

What is a Christian?1 

What are the beliefs that all Christians have in common?2 

Why do people who belong to groups sometimes disagree?3 

What does the word denomination mean? 4 

Knowledge check

Learning objectives
You will … understand what Christians have in common• 

fi nd out why there are diff erent Christian Churches.• 
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JUDAISM
Jesus was Jewish; Christianity grew 
out of Judaism starting in about 33 CE.

Jesus

First major split 1054: 
‘The Great Schism’
The Eastern half developed into the Orthodox 
Church. The Western half developed into the Roman 
Catholic Church. This split occurred because of a 
problem surrounding leadership. A Pope (leader) in 
Antioch led the Eastern Orthodox Churches and the 
Roman Pope led the rest.  

Second major split 1500
Around 1500 a new movement 
within the Catholic Church 
called for the Church to change. 
The reformers emphasised the 
authority of the Bible. This 
protest, now known as the 
Reformation, led to the 
Protestant Churches splitting 
from the Catholic Church. 

The Lutherans developed, led by Martin 
Luther, who objected to certain things 
the Church did, including selling 
indulgences (pardons for sins) (1517).Over time, the Orthodox 

Church split into different 
groups, such as Greek 
Orthodox, Russian 
Orthodox, etc., each 
reflecting its own culture.

The Catholic Church has 
continued to emphasise the 
authority of the Pope and 
Catholic Church teachings. 

In Britain this became known as the Church of 
England, which is part of the worldwide Anglican 
(or Episcopal) community. The Anglican 
Churches began with the English Reformation 
and Henry VIII. Henry wanted a divorce and the 
Pope would not allow it. Henry made himself 
supreme head of the Church of England and 
split from the Catholic Church (1534). 

The Protestants 
continued to split into 
different Churches, such 
as Baptist, Anglican, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, 
etc. because of 
differences in beliefs 
and the importance 
people placed on them. 

These are the fastest growing 
parts of the Protestant branch in 
Britain in the early 21st century.

Today there are around 38,000 different Christian 
denominations. They all have slightly different views, 
different laws and different ways of worshipping. 

C
hr

is
tia

ni
ty

Ro
m

an
 C

at
ho

lic

Ro
m

an
 C

at
ho

lic

Orthodox

Protestant

Anglican/Episcopal

Salvation Army

House Churches

Pentecostal

Russian Orthodox

Greek Orthodox

The history of Christian 
denominations
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Look at the fact lists about Christmas and 1 
Easter on this page and page 25.

Draw a spidergram for each festival – include 2 
all the facts in the list and any more you can 
think of. If you can do this on a computer, 
include pictures to illustrate the various ways 
the festivals are celebrated.

Using your spidergram as notes, produce a 3 
booklet that could be used for teaching young 
children about either Christmas or Easter. This 
can be done on paper or using a computer. 
Include in your booklet some reasons why 
Christians might choose to celebrate the 
festivals in di� erent ways. 

Activity C

Christmas
25  December• 
celebrates birth of Jesus Christ• 
celebrates the incarnation of God as a human• 

Celebrated by
nativity plays• 
Midnight (Christmas) Mass/service• 
carol singing• 
giving gifts• 
cribs • 
family gatherings• 

Look at the fact lists about Christmas and Using your spidergram as notes, produce a 3 

celebrates the incarnation of God as a humancelebrates the incarnation of God as a humancelebrates the incarnation of God as a human

Midnight (Christmas) Mass/serviceMidnight (Christmas) Mass/serviceMidnight (Christmas) Mass/service

family gatherings
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Easter
variable date• 
celebrates the resurrection of Jesus• 
celebrates the opening of the Kingdom of   • 

 Heaven for all people – salvation

Celebrated by 
Easter services eg. sunrise services• 
Easter eggs/gardens• 
Passion plays• 
Pascal (Easter) candles• 

celebrates the opening of the Kingdom of   
salvation

Easter services eg. sunrise services

In small groups, discuss why you think 1 
Christians like celebrating Easter and 
Christmas. Write down on a sheet of paper all 
the reasons your group can think of.

Do some background research into the ways 2 
in which Easter and Christmas have been 
celebrated in the past and how they are 
celebrated in various di� erent cultures.

Produce a poster to explain why you think 3 
Christians celebrate festivals like Easter and 
Christmas. Present your poster to the others 
in the class when you have � nished.

Activity D

Pascal (Easter) candles• 

In small groups, discuss why you think 1 Produce a poster to explain why you think 3 

Activity D



What do Christians believe 
about science and creation?

When people think about religion and 
science they usually think about the different 
explanations of how the universe came about 
(cosmology). Here are some of the main 
ideas of scientifi c cosmology. You can fi nd 
out more ideas and more details from your 
science teacher too.

Read this page and the religious views on the 
opposite page, then check your knowledge.

What is biblical cosmology?1 

Some Christians believe cosmology should 2 
not be taken literally. What does the word 
‘literally’ mean?

What is meant by the ‘Big Bang’?3 

What is meant by the ‘steady state theory’?4 

Why do some people who accept the 5 
steady state theory believe there is no need 
for belief in God?

Knowledge check

Steady state theory: the universe 
was created from nothing out of 
nowhere and is steadily developing.Once the universe was created, life 

evolved. This means that life began 
as single cells and developed into 
complex forms over billions of years. 

The Big Bang started the development 

of the universe: a long time ago the 

universe was very hot and dense until it 

reached a certain point. It then started 

expanding and is still expanding today.

There is an oscillating universe: the 
universe expands rapidly (Big Bang) 
and then collapses (Big Crunch). This is 
a cycle and does not have a beginning.

Scientifi c views of how the universe began

2.5
Learning objectives
You will … learn about Christian beliefs about creation• 

learn about scientifi c ideas about the beginning of the universe• 
compare Christian and scientifi c beliefs about creation and the • 
beginning of the universe.
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Different Christian views on creation

Draw a Venn diagram to show the 1 
scienti� c and religious ideas of 
creation. Where do they overlap?

Include in your diagram as many 2 
details as you can � nd. Then discuss 
your diagrams in small groups, 
adding any details you had not 
included. 

Write down one main di� erence 3 
between scienti� c and religious 
ideas of creation and one main 
similarity. 

Activity A
Choose one of the scienti� c ideas and explain 1 
whether you think it is a good explanation of how 
the universe began.

Choose one of the Christian ideas and explain 2 
whether you think it is a good explanation of how 
the universe began.

Suggest reasons why you think that some 3 
Christians will never accept the scienti� c 
cosmology. 

Activity B

In groups, produce a PowerPoint1  
presentation to depict the creation of 
the world. It can be factual, symbolic or a 
mixture of both. Have a look at the pictures 
in this section to give you some inspiration.

Then give your presentation to the class. 2 
Explain how you made it and the reasons 
why certain images were used.

Activity C
In small groups, use role play to carry out an 
interview about creation with either God or 
a scientist.

Your interview should include questions 1 
such as: How did creation take place? 
Why did creation take place? Are there 
are any problems with creation? Is 
creation continuing (and how)?

Act out the interview in front of the class 2 
and invite questions from the class at 
the end.

Activity D

Some Christians believe that the 
biblical cosmology is not meant to 
be taken literally. It is a symbolic 
story to remind Christians that God is 
the overall creator.

Most Christians believe that 
God started the Big Bang in 
order to create the universe.

Most Christians believe 
that one of the scienti� c 
explanations is correct and 
that God planned or designed 
the universe.

Some Christians believe the 
Biblical cosmology, because 
they believe the Bible is true 
as it is the word of God. 

Biblical cosmology: the way that the 
Bible says the universe was created. In the 
book of Genesis the universe was created 
by God out of nothing in six days.



The big assignment
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To produce a newspaper 
summarising Christian beliefs. 

Task

Objectives
To research a number of topics to give an overview of the main • 
Christian beliefs.

To � nd and use material from Christian documents, religious • 
leaders and the media which can provide evidence for your 
newspaper. 

Outcome
To produce a newspaper that could be used by churches to give information 
to people of other religions about the main beliefs of Christianity.

You should include information about:

 life after death

 God

 evil and su� ering

 creeds

 science and creation.
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You will be assessed on:
✓ how well you use specialist vocabulary

✓ your ability to explain the religious beliefs

✓ your ability to explain how important the beliefs are to Christians

✓ how well organised your newspaper is

✓ how you allocate roles, and how well you work with others 

✓ your evaluation of the success of your team. 

Assessment

Guidance
Work in groups of six or seven. Each person should be given a speci� c job to 1 
do, and the rest of the group should support them in carrying it out.

Suggested jobs:2 

a Research what kind of beliefs people would like to � nd out about in a 
newspaper. What kind of people would read this type of newspaper? 
Why?

b Write down some questions you could ask Christians in order to � nd out 
about their beliefs.

c Interview some Christians and write up their answers.
d Find out evidence for Christian teachings on the topics through research 

on the Internet and at the library.
e Take photographs or � nd relevant illustrations to go with the 

information.
f Plan the layout of the newspaper to ensure that su�  cient space is given 

for the various information.

As a group, go through the material gathered – i.e. the outcomes of each job 3 
– and for each one decide what needs to be done to � nish it. 

Remember to include an editor’s comment in the newspaper to explain why 4 
the particular beliefs have been investigated.

Your completed newspaper should contain: photographs, diagrams, 5 
writings, summaries and links to evidence that can be found in books, on the 
Internet and in summaries of the interviews written and � lmed.

Present your newspaper to a church leader, e.g. a vicar or priest, and ask for 6 
their feedback. 

As a group, evaluate your newspaper. Decide what you did well and what 7 
you could have done to improve it. 




