Christianity: beliefs and teachings

EXAM QUESTIONS
Paper 1: Beliefs and teachings and practices
Christianity: beliefs and teachings
1

(a) Describe what is meant by the term incarnation?

(3 marks)

(b) Describe what is meant by the Second Coming of Christ (Parousia).

(3 marks)

(c) Outline one Christian belief about life after death.

(3 marks)

(d) Explain why there are different Christian beliefs about salvation.

(6 marks)
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EXAMPLE
RESPONSES AND
MARK SCHEMES
Paper 1
Student responses
This section shows sample answers from two students. One set (Student A) is stronger, the other
(Student B) is weaker. The answers are followed by examine-style commentary (shown by the icon e )
that indicates where credit is due. In the weaker answers, it also points out areas for improvement,
specific problems and common errors.

Christianity: beliefs and teachings
Question 1
Student A
(a) The term incarnation literally means ‘in flesh’. The incarnation refers to the time when God became
flesh in Jesus Christ. John’s prologue tells us that ‘the word became flesh and dwelt among us’.
Meaning that God was born on earth.
e

The first mark is awarded for an accurate definition of the term. The second mark is awarded
for an explanation of how the term relates to Christian theology, and the third term is for
scriptural evidence to support Christian beliefs in incarnation.

(b) The Second Coming of Christ – of Parousia – refers to the time when Christ will return to earth, as
prophesied by the two men in white who told the disciples after the ascension of Jesus that ‘he will
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven’. According to the Nicene Creed,
Christians believe that at the Second Coming, the living and the dead shall be judged.
e

The first mark is awarded for an accurate understanding of the Second Coming of Christ. The
second mark is awarded for scriptural evidence for this belief, and the third mark is awarded
for explaining what will happen – according to the Nicene Creed – on this day.

(c) Catholics believe in purgatory. This is a place between heaven and hell which everyone must go to
make sure that their soul is purified before they can enter heaven. This is because the Bible says:
‘Nothing impure will ever enter heaven, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful.’
e

The student gives one belief by making a statement about what purgatory is and why people
must go there and gives a reason for this belief. This is a statement (what purgatory is – a place)
with development (purification of the soul) and supporting quote, so 3 marks are awarded.
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(d) Salvation is the belief in the deliverance from sin and its consequences (hell). Christians believe that the
relationship between God and humans was broken because of the original sin, but that this relationship
has been repaired through the sacrifice of Christ. There are different Christian beliefs about salvation
because there are different interpretations of the Bible due to different translations and different teachings
from the different churches. Literal or fundamentalist Christians believe that every word in the Bible is
true – it is inerrant – whereas modernist or liberal Christians believe that the Bible can be interpreted to fit
in with today’s society because it was written by different people over many centuries. So, some believe
that Jesus’s death on the cross gives salvation to everyone if they believe in Christ because Jesus taught
‘whoever believes in the son shall have eternal life’. Although some – for example, Roman Catholics –
believe that salvation occurs through doing good things such as charitable acts and following the example
of the parable of the sheep and goats. However, St Paul taught that it is not good works but through the
grace of God that people are saved. This contrasts with the early Jewish Christians who believed that they
should follow the Jewish laws of the Torah, such as sacrifices in the temple, in order to be saved.
It is really a matter of which denomination the Christian is as to what they believe about salvation, but if
God is considered to be all-loving and has already sacrificed himself as his son (the incarnation) – ‘For
God loved the world so much He gave his only son,’ John 3:16 – surely it is a combination of belief,
good works and grace.
e

The student demonstrates good knowledge and understanding with respect to why there are
different beliefs about salvation. They give specific details of different views and offer some
explanation as to why those views are held. They attempt analysis.

(e) Fundamentalists would argue that the statement is correct. They believe every word is true and is
inerrant. They hold this view because St Paul in his second letter to Timothy wrote that ‘all scripture
is god-breathed and is useful for teaching and training in righteousness’. They believe that God
inspired the different writers of the Bible and therefore the Bible is the true word of God and every
commandment within the Bible is correct. For example, someone who has this view would understand
the Genesis creation stories to be completely true. Therefore, when Genesis 1 says that the world was
made in 7 days, these were 7 24hr days. As a result of this, there is no room for evolution. Genesis 1
says that humans were made ‘in God’s image’. However, some people might question this creationist
view by saying that a literal reading of Genesis doesn’t make sense, for example, God makes light and
dark on day 1 but doesn’t make sun and moon until day 4, so how is this possible? A creationist might
say that God being omniscient means God can do the possible and impossible. Also, if God makes the
laws of nature, he can therefore change them at his will. Problem solved?
e

The student responds well to the stimulus and maintains focus on the trigger word ‘wrong’.
With the support of quotes and references to the content of the Bible, they outline different
views on how the Bible should be interpreted.
However, many Christians would not see this response as acceptable, because the Bible was put
together by the early Christian church in the fourth century and was written by different writers over
many centuries. Liberal Christians believe that the Bible, although containing spiritual truths, is not
the literal truth but is portraying the views of the times in which the writer was inspired by God. In
relation to the Genesis creation stories, liberal Christians will still see the stories in Genesis as ‘right’
because they can look at the theological truths in these stories. For example, in Genesis 2 ‘God
formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.’ The
theological truth from this quote is telling us that man is special among all other aspects of creation.
A liberal Christian can believe in evolution and the Big Bang theory as God’s way of bringing about
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Example responses and mark schemes

his creation. Therefore, even though the Bible isn’t literally true, it doesn’t make it wrong or pointless.
In response to this an atheist might ask whether we need to tag God onto these theories? Is the
simplest solution to the inconsistencies in interpretations just that the Bible is wrong? That God
doesn’t exist? There is no man behind the curtain?
e

An alternative Christian viewpoint is given on whether or not the Bible cannot be wrong. This
answer builds on the interpretations of the Genesis creation stories. It also begins to make
evaluative comments on this viewpoint that are further developed in the next section.
People who are not believers in Christianity would argue that the Bible is just a collection of stories
made up to try and convince people that there is a deity and an after-life in order to give them hope and
a purpose in life. Non-believers will point to contradictions in the Bible to suggest that it is wrong. For
example, in the Genesis accounts there are different interpretations on the role of women. Genesis 1
states both male and female were made ‘in the image of God’ whereas Genesis 2 describes that Eve was
created as a companion for Adam out of his rib, perhaps indicating she was not as important as him.
They might point to the fact that Jesus treated men and women equally, for example Jesus addressed
women directly while in public – like the Samaritan woman at the well – which was unusual for the
time. Where there are such conflicting views, which ones should be followed? An atheist might suggest
that the entirety of the Bible should be scrapped as a result.

e

The student considers the statement from a non-believer’s point of view. They present
conflicting ideas from to Bible to illustrate the point that is being made and make a case for
disagreeing with the statement.
In conclusion, even if you do not believe in what the Bible says, it is difficult not to agree that most societies
are based around the final six of the Ten Commandments, for example ‘you shall not steal, kill, etc…’ So
surely there are some parts of the Bible which can be seen as ‘right’ because many people and societies
base their lives on them. Therefore, the statement ‘the Bible cannot be wrong’ is true to an extent.

e

The student rounds off with a judgement on the issue within the stimulus and a balanced
conclusion to the discussion.

Question 1
Student B
(a) Incarnation is when God becomes human in Jesus. Jesus is God in human form. Jesus is one part of
the trinity of God.
e

The first mark is awarded for the first sentence. The second sentence is not worthy of credit
as it just repeats what was said in the first sentence. The third sentence gains a second mark
because it shows an awareness that Jesus is God.

(b) Christians will understand that the Second Coming of Christ is a future event when Jesus will come
back to earth in judgement.
e

2 marks are awarded. A mark is given for a future event and the second for saying that Jesus
will come in judgement. The student does not give evidence to back up their views on the
Second Coming or judgement.
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(c) Christians believe in heaven and hell. They will go to heaven where God is if they have been good and
will go to hell where the devil is if they have sinned.
e

Unfortunately the student has not read the question correctly and gives two beliefs, not one,
about life after death. The response is not developed so only earns 1 mark.

(d) Salvation is when someone has been forgiven for their sins because they have said they believe in Christ.
There are lots of different views about salvation because there are lots of different Christian churches who
believe in different things. This is because some believe that every word in the Bible is true while others
believe that the Bible holds spiritual truths, not factual truths. A born-again Christian is someone who has
said sorry for their sins and who has turned to Christ in order to be saved. Jesus taught that in order for
people to see the kingdom of God they had to be reborn again. Some believe you must have faith to be
saved while others believe it is by being good and doing good things, such as donating to charity.
e

The student acknowledges and explains why there are different views on salvation but does
not go into specific details. The definition of salvation needs to be developed in order to show
a deep understanding of the concept (i.e. why salvation is needed). The student gives no
examples or quotes in support.

(e) For some Christians, for example fundamentalists, to suggest that the Bible could be wrong would be
blasphemous. They believe every word is true and cannot be wrong. St Paul, in one of his Timothy
letters, wrote that ‘all scripture is god-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness’. So they believe that God inspired the different writers of the Bible and therefore
the Bible should be followed word for word. In relation to the miracles in the Bible, these Christians
believe that Jesus walked on water, feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves and 2 fish and calmed a storm by
word along. They say that God is omnipotent so it is possible for Jesus to do all these things.
However, because the Bible was put together so many years ago and was written by different
writers over many centuries, some believe that the Bible, although containing spiritual truths, is
portraying the views of the times in which the writer was inspired by God. For instance, more modern
Christians, liberalists, consider that the Bible can be updated to fit in the views and values of modern
society. In relation to the miracles of Jesus they might not believe that Jesus actually fed 5,000
people with 5 loaves and 2 fish, but the moral of the story is to share the little we have with those
in need.
e

The student responds well to the question and with the support of quotes and references
to the content of the Bible, outlines different views on how the Bible should be interpreted.
However, they don’t consider the potential challenges to criticism or counter-criticisms.
Because there appear to be outdated views in the Bible, according to some believers, it causes
confusion among Christians and can lead to arguments such as whether there should be women
priests or how homosexuals should be treated. This confusion sounds silly if a believer believes that
God has issued commands on how to live a righteous life. Surely he would not say that someone can
do something in one century but then does not have to do it in the next century? Either God issued a
commandment which was correct for all time or he did not. There would be no point in ordering people
to do something if it was not correct.

e

The student offers a comment/analysis on the problem of stating that the Bible can be
reinterpreted to fit in with modern times.
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