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Topic 1.1.5 The nature of salvation

The nature of salvation
Sin is an action that breaks God’s law. Sin makes it diffi cult to have a 
relationship with God because sin separates a person from God. Sin can 
be:

n	 Original sin, which is inherited from the actions of Adam and Eve. 
Most Christians believe that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the 
Garden of Eden, they broke the perfect relationship between humans 
and God and as a result everyone is born with original sin.

n	 Personal sin, which is the consequence of a person’s own actions.

Many Christians believe that those who die with unforgiven sins will not be 
able to get to heaven.

Salvation means being saved from sin, and Christians believe that salvation 
is essential to have a relationship with God while on earth, and to have 
eternal life with God in heaven after death.

The role of Jesus in salvation
At the time of Jesus, the Jewish people believed that salvation came from 
obeying the 613 laws given to Moses in the Torah. However, Christians 
believe that Jesus came to earth in order for Christians to receive salvation 
in a more permanent way.

They believe that when Jesus died on the cross, his death paid for human 
sins and gave people the chance of salvation. When people believe in 
Jesus they believe they receive God’s grace which helps them lead a good 
Christian life.

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. (John 3:17)

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

Christians sometimes use the word atonement to describe the role of 
Jesus' salvation. Atonement means reconciliation, and the healing of the 
broken relationship between God and humans.

Roman Catholic, Orthodox and some Anglican Christians believe that they 
can receive the salvation offered by Jesus’ death by:

n	 receiving the sacraments of baptism and confi rmation

n	 receiving the sacrament of reconciliation/confession

n	 receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist (Holy Communion)

n	 leading a Christian life. 

Many Protestants, especially Evangelicals, believe that salvation comes 
through a personal acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

Topic 1.1.5 The nature of salvation

Thinking points
In this topic you need to:

● think about the nature of 
salvation (law, sin, grace and 
spirit)

● understand the role of Christ 
within salvation including 
reference to John 3:17 and 
Acts 4:12

● think about different 
attitudes to atonement within 
Christianity

● evaluate different 
understandings of the 
importance of atonement and 
salvation.

Useful words
Sin – an act that is against God’s 
will
Salvation – the act of delivering 
from sin or saving from evil
Torah – the books of Moses 
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy), the 
most holy book of Judaism
Grace – God’s gift which gives 
the strength to be good and holy
Atonement – reconciliation 
between God and humans
Reconciliation – bringing 
together people who were 
opposed to each other
Sacrament – an outward 
ceremony through which God’s 
grace is given 

Activity
Look at the passages from John 
chapter 3 and Acts chapter 4. 
What do they tell us about the 
role of Jesus in salvation?
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Why is salvation from sin important to Christians?

Salvation from sin is important because:

n	 Without salvation, a person’s sins will prevent them from having a 
relationship with God in this life and send them to hell or purgatory 
after death.

n	 Salvation is the only way that Christians can have eternal life with God. 
This eternal life will be perfect and is beyond description.

n	 Salvation from sin was the purpose of the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus. Jesus is the saviour of the world whose death on the cross 
brought forgiveness of sins and the assurance of eternal life.

Divergent Christian understandings of atonement
Atonement, as the word suggests, comes from ‘at-one-ment’: being in 
harmony with someone. Christians use it to describe how by paying the 
price for human sin, Jesus’ death repaired the broken relationship between 
humans and God. It refers to the forgiving or pardoning of sin, especially 
original sin, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, allowing God 
to be reconciled with his creation. However, there are three different 
understandings of how exactly Jesus’ death brought about atonement and 
salvation in Christianity:

Catholics participating in the Mass, as the service including the Eucharist is known in the Catholic Church.

Useful words
Purgatory – a place where 
Catholics believe souls go after 
death to be purified

Activities
1 Why do Christians think 

people need salvation from 
sin?

2 Look at the photo of the 
Mass. How do Roman 
Catholics believe Jesus 
brings salvation to people 
today?
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1 The Roman Catholic understanding

The Catholic Church teaches that Christ offered himself as a sacrifice 
for human sin in an act of love. So Jesus’ death on the cross made 
‘satisfaction’ for our sins. In his act of self-sacrifice (Christ’s Passion), 
Christ demonstrated his Father’s love for humanity.

In this view, salvation comes through taking the sacraments of the Church.

2 Evangelical Protestant understanding

Evangelical Protestants’ understanding of how Jesus’ death led to 
atonement is often known as the Protestant ‘penal substitution theory’. 
They believe that God’s justice meant that he needed to punish human sin. 
However, rather than punish humans he took the punishment on himself, 
through Jesus’ death on the cross. So Jesus acted as a substitute and took 
the punishment of all humans.

In this view, salvation comes through faith in the atoning death of Christ by 
taking Jesus as one’s Lord and Saviour.

3 Liberal Protestant understanding

Most liberal Protestants believe that the way Jesus brought about 
atonement was by acting as a moral example to humanity. They believe 
that through his teachings, the example he set in his life and most of all 
through his death on the cross Jesus showed God’s love for humankind.

In response to the love Jesus showed, humans are inspired to follow his 
example and live a good life and to repent their sins. By doing these things 
humans can be reunited with God.

On this view, salvation comes from living the Christian life and following the 
teachings and example of Jesus.

An Evangelical placard in Belfast.

Useful words
Christ’s Passion – the betrayal, 
arrest, trials and crucifixion of 
Jesus
Faith – firm belief without 
logical proof

Activity
Look at the placard in the photo 
below. Do you think this would 
make non-religious people look 
for salvation?
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The importance of atonement and salvation for 
Christians today
For conservative and fundamentalist Christians, salvation is important 
because they believe that without salvation from sin, they will never be able 
to have a proper relationship with God, their sins will not be forgiven and so 
they will not be able to enter heaven. Atonement is important because the 
atoning death of God’s Son was the only way to bring salvation to humanity.

For liberal Christians their understanding of the atonement makes it 
important because it inspires them to live a good Christian life, and living 
the Christian life will bring them salvation.

Activity
Which Christian understanding of atonement do you agree with the 
most?

Practice questions
c Explain two reasons why Christians believe salvation is important. 

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d 'Only those who have been saved from sin will get to heaven.' 
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In 
your response you should:

 • refer to Christian teachings

 • refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view 

 • reach a justifi ed conclusion.

Summary
Christians believe they need salvation from sin because sin stops 
people from having a proper relationship with God. All Christians 
believe that Jesus saved people from sin (atonement) by his death on 
the cross. Catholics and Orthodox Christians believe that Jesus brings 
salvation through the sacraments of the Church. Some Protestants 
believe that salvation comes through believing in Jesus’ saving work. 
Many Protestants believe that salvation comes through following the 
teachings and example of Jesus.

Christians believe salvation is important, because without it many 
believe they will go to hell.
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Topic 1.2.7 Equality of men and women in 
the family

Christians have different attitudes to the roles of men and women in the 
family, perhaps because the Bible has three different teachings:

n	 Genesis chapter 1 teaches the equality of men and women as they 
were created at the same time and were both created in the image of 
God: 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)

n	 However, Genesis chapters 2 and 3 say that woman was created after 
man and out of man’s rib, therefore, woman is subordinate to man. 
These chapters also explain that evil came into the world because 
woman persuaded man to give in to the temptation of the Devil and eat 
the fruit of the tree which God had forbidden. As a result of this action, 
God says to the woman, 

I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful 
labour you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your 
husband, and he will rule over you.’ Whereas he tells the man, 
‘Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will 
eat of it … by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food.

n	 St Paul says in Ephesians chapter 5:22–30 that wives should submit 
to their husband because the husband is the head of the wife in the 
same way that Christ is the head of the Church. This implies that the 
wife should do as she is told by the husband, but St Paul also says that 
husbands should love their wives in the same way they love their own 
bodies. However, his words that a husband feeds and cares for his 
body imply that men should feed and care for women, reinforcing the 
subservience of women.

So the biblical teaching of Genesis 1 says that men and women should have 
equal roles in life because they were created equal. However, Genesis 2–3 
and Ephesians say that men have the dominant role and could be used to 
justify the belief that the role of women is to care for the home and children 
and the role of men is to work and provide the material needs of the 
family.

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the 
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of 
the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour. Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands 
in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her 
by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought 
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed 
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church – for we are 
members of his body. (Ephesians 5:22–30) 

Thinking points
In this topic you need to:
● think about different Christian 

teachings and attitudes 
towards the role of men and 
women in the family, including 
reference to Genesis 1–3 and 
Ephesians 5:22–30 

● consider different atheist and 
Humanist attitudes about the 
equality of men and women 
in the family and Christian 
responses to them

● be able to explain different 
Christian and non-religious 
attitudes to the equality of men 
and women in the family.

Useful words
Subordinate – of inferior 
importance or rank
Dominant role – the major, most 
infl uential part

Activity
Why may biblical teaching on 
the equality of men and women 
cause problems for Christians?
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Christian attitudes to equal roles of men and 
women in the family

1 Evangelical Protestants

Many Evangelical Protestants teach that men and women have separate 
and different roles. It is the role of women to bring up children and run a 
Christian home. It is the role of men to provide for the family and lead the 
family in religion, it is the role of women to bring up children. Many such 
Protestant Christians believe women should dress simply and keep their 
heads covered in church. Men must love their wives as themselves, but 
only men can be church leaders and teachers.

This attitude is based on:

n	 the teaching of Genesis 2 about Adam being created first

n	 the disciples of Jesus being men

n	 the teaching of St Paul in Ephesians about the husband being the head 
of the wife

n	 the teachings of St Paul in Corinthians 11:3–10 about women’s 
appearance.

2 Liberal Protestants

Many Protestant Churches now accept that men and women are equal, 
and should have equal roles in life and the family. This attitude is based on:

n	  the teachings of Genesis 1 that male and female were created at the 
same time and equally

n	  the teaching of St Paul in Galatians that in Christ there is neither male 
nor female

n	  the evidence from the Gospels that Jesus treated women as his 
equals. He preached in the court of women in the Jerusalem Temple 
(Matthew 21:23–22:14). He treated a Samaritan woman as his equal 
(John 4). He had female disciples who stayed with him at the cross 
(Matthew 27:55, Mark 15:40–41, Luke 23:27, John 19:25–27), unlike the 
male disciples who ran away. It was to women that Jesus appeared 
first after the resurrection.

Women covering their heads with lace mantillas (veil or shawl) at an Evangelical 
service in Panajachel, Guatemala.

A wife is to submit 
graciously to the servant 
leadership of her husband 
even as the Church willingly 
submits to the leadership 
of Christ … she, being in 
the image of God, as is her 
husband and thus equal 
to him, has the God-given 
responsibility to respect her 
husband and to serve as his 
helper. (Statement by the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
of the USA, June 1998)

Activities
1 Look at the photo of women 

worshipping with their 
heads covered, then read 
1 Corinthians 11:1–10. What 
do you think of this passage?

2 Read the statement from the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
on page •••. Do you 
consider this an acceptable 
viewpoint in the twenty-first 
century?
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3 Catholics

The Catholic Church teaches that men and women should have equal roles 
in life and the family.

On the basis of Genesis 1:27, the Church teaches that men and women 
have equal status in the sight of God. In the new Roman Catholic marriage 
service, the priest says: ‘May her husband put his trust in her and recognise 
that she is his equal and the heir with him to the life of grace.’ In most 
Catholic families the husband and wife have equal roles.

Atheist and Humanist attitudes to equal roles of 
men and women in the family

Atheist attitudes

Atheists would tend to have the same attitudes to equal roles as the general, 
non-religious population. Their attitudes to equal roles of women have 
changed considerably: in 1965, 85 per cent of men agreed that, ‘a man’s job 
is to earn money, a woman’s job is to look after the home and family’, but in 
1989, only 32 per cent of men agreed, and by 2008 only seventeen per cent 
of men agreed with the statement. The effect of these changed attitudes 
can be seen in this table based on research from British Social Attitudes.

Activity Parent Hours per week 
in 1965

Hours per week 
in 2011

Childcare Mother 10 14

Father  3  7

Housework Mother 32 18

Father  4 10

Paid employment Mother  8 21

Father 42 37

As can be seen from these changes, the most common non-religious 
attitude is that men and women are equal and should have equal roles in 
the family. The main reasons for this attitude are:

n	 The development of equal rights for women began in New Zealand 
and was followed in the UK by the Labour governments of 1964–79 
making sex discrimination illegal in the Equal Pay Act and the Sex 
Discrimination Act.

n	 Social and industrial developments in the 1950s and 1960s led to the 
need for more women workers and for married women to provide a 
second income.

n	 The United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
development of the feminist movement put forward a case for equal 
rights that could not be contradicted.

n	 The important contribution of women to politics and developments in 
health and social care demonstrated that women were the equals of 
men.

n	 The work of the suffragette and feminist movements to gain equal 
voting and political rights for women showed the men in authority 
that women were no longer prepared to be treated as second-class 
citizens.

Useful words
Sex discrimination – treating 
people differently on the ground 
of their gender
Suffragette – a woman seeking 
the right to vote through protest

Activities
1 Explain why Christians have 

different attitudes to equal 
roles of men and women in 
the family.

2 Look at the table of parental 
activities (1965 and 2011). 
What conclusions can be 
drawn from this about 
differences in family 
attitudes between 1965 and 
2011?
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Humanist attitudes

Humanists base their beliefs on science and reason and so most would 
say they are equalists: they believe that men and women are equal and 
should have equal rights and therefore have totally equal roles in the 
family. Many of the suffragettes and early feminists were Humanists and 
modern Humanism teaches that men and women should have equal roles 
in the family.

Activities
1 Select some people from different age groups and ask their 

reactions to the following statement: ‘a man’s job is to earn money, 
a woman’s job is to look after the home and family’. Discuss your 
fi ndings.

2 How do you think Evangelical Protestants would respond to 
Humanist attitudes to the roles of men and women in the family?

Practice questions
c Explain two reasons why Christians have different attitudes to the 

roles of men and women. In your answer you must refer to a source 
of wisdom and authority.

d ‘Men and women are totally equal and so should have completely 
equal roles in the family.’ Evaluate this statement considering 
arguments for and against. In your response you should:

 • refer to Christian teachings

 • refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view 

 • reach a justifi ed conclusion.

Summary
Genesis 1 teaches that men and women are equal. Genesis 2 and 3 
teach that women are subordinate to men. St Paul teaches that women 
should submit to their husbands but that men should love their wives.

Evangelical Protestants believe that men should provide for the family 
and be leaders in religion, whereas women should bring up the 
children and run a Christian home. Liberal Protestants believe that men 
and women should be completely equal. Catholic Christians believe 
that men and women should have equal roles in life and the family.

Atheists and Humanists believe in the complete equality of men and 
women.
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Topic 2.1b.4 The covenant at Sinai

The nature and history of the covenant at Sinai
Moses is the great teacher of Judaism. The Jewish people were in captivity 
in Egypt, working as slaves for the Egyptian pharaoh (probably Rameses II), 
when Moses was called by God to lead his people out of Egypt to the 
Promised Land of Canaan. This is known as the Exodus and the most 
famous event was when God opened up the Red Sea to let the Israelites 
cross on dry land, but then brought back the waters to trap the Egyptian 
army. 

Moses then spent 40 years wandering in the Sinai wilderness preparing 
the people to enter and possess the promised land, where they would set 
up their own country based on God’s laws. It was during this time that God 
appeared to Moses on Mount Sinai to make the covenant.

A covenant is a binding agreement between two parties with certain 
conditions and promises. The Mosaic Covenant was an agreement between 
God and the Jewish people given to Moses. God gave Moses his laws on two 
tablets of stone. These were to be kept in the Ark of the Covenant, which 
had to be kept in the tabernacle. The agreement was that if the people kept 
God’s laws, then 

out of all the nations, you will be my treasured possession … you will 
be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. (Exodus 19:5–6)

The importance of the Mosaic Covenant for Jews today

n	 The Mosaic Covenant has become the very basis of Judaism. Moses 
was given 613 mitzvot by God in the Torah which provide the way of 
life for Jewish people and which separate them from Gentiles (see 
Topic 2.1b.6, page •••).

n	 The covenant God made with Moses means that Jewish people have a 
duty to keep the mitzvot as part of their side of the covenant to make 
them God’s people.

n	 The Tenakh teaches that by keeping the Mosaic Covenant, the Jewish 
people will fulfi l their destiny of bringing the whole world to worship 
God: 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the whole earth. (Isaiah 49:6)

n	 The laws given to Moses are so important for modern Jews that the 
divisions into Reform and Orthodox, Hasidic and Ultra-Orthodox and 
so on are all based on interpretations of how Jewish people should 
obey the Mosaic Covenant.

The role of Moses in the covenant

Moses was crucial to the covenant. He met the shekhinah on Mount Sinai 
and received the laws directly from God. God made the covenant with Moses 
and Moses then delivered it to the Jewish people, explained it to them so 
that they then took the covenant on themselves. The Ten Commandments

Although Moses was given 613 commandments from God, Jews regard the 
Ten Commandments as special because they are commandments to be 

Thinking points
In this topic you need to: 

● think about the nature and 
history of the covenant at Sinai 
(the Ten Commandments), 
including Exodus 20:2–17

● understand the role of Moses 
in the covenant

● be able to explain and 
evaluate the importance of 
the covenant and the Ten 
Commandments for Jews 
today.

Useful words
Exodus – the Israelites’ escape 
from slavery in Egypt
Covenant – an agreement 
between God and his people
Ark of the Covenant – the holy 
container for the tablets of the 
commandments
Gentiles – non-Jews

Activity
What is the Mosaic Covenant?

You are standing here in 
order to enter into covenant 
with the Lord your God, a 
covenant the Lord is entering 
into with you this day and 
sealing with an oath, to 
confi rm you this day as his 
people that he may be your 
God as he promised you and 
as he swore to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
I am making this covenant, 
with its oath, not only with you 
who are standing here with us 
today in the presence of the 
Lord our God, but also with 
those who are not here today. 
(Deuteronomy 29:12–15)
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kept by all Jews, women as well as men, children as well as adults. This 
makes them different from the 613 mitzvot because some of the mitzvot are 
only to be kept by men, some are only to be kept by women and some are 
not to be kept by children. English-speaking Jews often refer to the Ten 
Commandments as the Decalogue (Exodus 20:2–17).

Why the Decalogue is important in Jewish life today

The first commandment is important because Jewish people:

n	 Touch the mezuzah when they go in and out to remind themselves of 
the shema, which tells them they worship one God only.

n	 Pray three times a day (morning, afternoon, evening) to the one true 
God when males wear the tefillin containing the shema to remind them 
that they believe in one God only.

n	 Say grace to the one God before and after food.

n	 Have frequent reference in daily prayers and synagogue worship to the 
fact that Jewish people worship one God only.

The second commandment is important because Jewish people prohibit 
having any form of statue in the synagogue or their home. Most Jewish 
people would not make or have in the home anything that might look like an 
idol. They would allow paintings as long as they were somehow incomplete 
(for example, only the top half, no face, no human with an animal head). 
There is much debate about what art is permitted in Judaism, showing how 
seriously the second commandment is taken.

The third commandment is important because Jewish people would not 
use God’s name in any form of swearing and, indeed, most Jewish people 
say, ‘the Almighty’ rather than speaking the word God or Lord or so on, 
which will always be written as G–d, L–rd and so on. The name which God 
told Moses was his name (Jahweh) in Exodus is never pronounced and only 
appears as JHWH.

The fourth commandment is very important in modern Jewish life. The 
commandment makes plain that the Sabbath is the seventh day of the 
week – Saturday – and on that day Orthodox Jews do no work. Shabbat 
begins at sunset on Friday and ends when the stars appear on Saturday. 
Orthodox Jews are very strict about what constitutes work. See Topic 2.3.6 
(page •••).

Useful words
Decalogue – the Ten 
Commandments 
Shabbat – the Jewish holy day on 
Saturday, the seventh day of the 
week

Activity
Look at the abbreviation above. 
Do you think Jewish people 
would use this in a mobile 
message?
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The fi fth commandment to honour parents is important as it helps Jewish 
people in their family life and parents in their task of bringing their children 
up to be good Jews. As part of keeping the commandment, Jewish people 
in the UK support Jewish Care, a charity which provides community centres 
and care homes for elderly or disabled relatives.

Jewish people fi nd the last fi ve commandments very important when they 
are making moral decisions as they give very clear moral guidance: 

n	 do not kill

n	 do not commit adultery

n	 do not steal

n	 do not lie and 

n	 do not desire other people’s things. 

If Jewish people follow these commandments, they will have a good 
relationship with their neighbours. By not killing and not stealing, they will 
be rejecting violence. By not committing adultery or desiring other people’s 
partners they will promote marriage and family life. 

Following the Ten Commandments means Jewish people will not lie or 
cheat people, nor will they covet or desire other people’s possessions. 
Applying the Ten Commandments means Jewish people should act against 
all forms of greed and materialism.

‘[Moses] took the calf which they had 
made and burned it with fire, and 
ground it to powder, and scattered it 
over the surface of the water and made 
the sons of Israel drink it.’

Activities
1 Look at the painting above. 

Do you think it is 
breaking the second 
commandment?

2 How would the last six of 
the Ten Commandments 
help Jewish people to make 
moral decisions?

Summary
The covenant with Moses 
is the agreement between 
God and the Jewish people 
that the people would keep 
the 613 mitzvot God gave to 
Moses and God would make 
them his holy people. The Ten 
Commandments (Decalogue) 
are part of the covenant which 
God gave to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. The Ten Commandments 
sum up the worship and 
morality of the covenant.

Practice questions
c Explain two ways in which Moses is important for the Jewish 

people. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and 
authority.

d ‘The The Mosaic Covenant is not relevant for Jewish life today.’ 
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In 
your answer you should: 

 • refer to Jewish points of view 

 • refer to different Jewish or non-religious points of view 

 • reach a justifi ed conclusion.
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Section 3a:  Living the  Muslim life

What are the Ten Obligatory Acts?
Sunni Muslims often refer to their faith as ‘the House of Islam’, by which 
they mean their home. A house needs foundations, and for the House of 
Islam this is the Qur’an. This is the word of Allah and so is the foundation 
of Muslim faith and worship. In the Middle East, houses are supported on 
pillars, and Sunni Muslims believe that the House of Islam is supported on 
fi ve pillars:

1 Shahadah – declaration of faith.
2 Salah – ritual prayer.
3 Zakah – compulsory giving to the poor.
4 Sawm – fasting during Ramadan.
5 Hajj – annual pilgrimage to Makkah.

For Sunni Muslims, performing the Five Pillars is the practical expression 
of being a Muslim, and observing all fi ve shows that a Muslim is a good 
Muslim.

Shi’a Islam teaches that there are Ten Obligatory Acts that Muslims must 
perform to show that they are good Shi’a Muslims who truly believe the 
Five Pillars. These acts are as follows:

 1 Salah – the ritual prayer performed at set times, fi ve times a day 
(covered in Topic 2.3a.3, page •••). Shi’as have some slightly different 
practices, such as using a tablet of wood or holy soil rather than a 
prayer mat, as they were mentioned in a Shi’a hadith. Some Shi’as 
combine the second and third prayers, and the fourth and fi fth prayers.

 2 Sawm – fasting during the month of Ramadan (covered in Topic 2.3a.4, 
page •••).

 3 Zakah – the obligatory charity tax (covered in Topic 2.3a.5, page •••).
 4 Hajj – the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (covered in Topic 2.3a.6, 

page •••).
 5 Khums – this is a special type of zakah where a fi fth of certain types 

of income must go to charity. This is a special Shi’a act (covered in 
Topic 2.3a.5, page •••).

 6 Jihad – the struggle to be a good Muslim (covered in Topic 2.3a.7, 
page •••).

 7 Amr-bil-ma’ruf (always doing that which is good). Shi’a Muslims are 
obliged always to seek out that which is good. For example, a Shi’a 
should never walk past someone in trouble they should help them.

 8 Nahi anil munkar (always avoiding that which is evil). Although a Shi’a 
should always seek out that which is good, they should keep well away 
from that which is evil and tell off anyone doing, or about to do, evil.

 9 Tawalla (loving the relatives of the Prophet). This is closely connected 
with the Shi’a belief in the Imams: if the Prophet nominated his 
descendants to be Imams, then his relatives must also be special. 
Those who can trace their ancestry back to Muhammad receive 
special treatment from Shi’a Muslims.

10 Tabarra – hating those who hate Allah and his chosen ones.

Topic 2.3a.1 The Ten Obligatory Acts

Thinking points
In this topic you need to:

● think about the nature, history 
and purpose of the Ten 
Obligatory Acts and why the 
acts are important for Shi’a 
Muslims

● be able to evaluate the 
importance of the Ten 
Obligatory Acts for Shi’a 
Muslims today.

Useful words
Shahadah – the confession and 
witness of faith, the first pillar
Salah – ritual prayers to be said 
five times a day, the second 
pillar
Zakah – charity tax, the third 
pillar
Sawm – fasting, the fourth pillar
Ramadan – ninth month of 
the Islamic year; the month of 
fasting
Hajj – pilgrimage to Makkah, the 
fifth pillar
Khums – an additional charity 
tax for Shi’a Muslims

Five Pillars of Islam
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The Five Pillars of lslam in graphic 
form.
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