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Area of study 1: Based on a study of Christianity

Christian beliefs

1

Topic 1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life

Topic 1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life
The events leading up to and following Jesus’ death form the basis of the
Christian faith. Our knowledge about them comes from four books of the
Bible; the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Christians remember
these events in the festival of Easter which is the most important festival in
the Christian calendar.

The Last Supper
The night before his crucifixion (Maundy Thursday), Jesus shared a final
meal with his disciples, which is known as the Last Supper.
According to the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the meal took place
in the Upper Room in Jerusalem and Jesus prophesised that one of the
disciples would betray him. Then at the end of the meal, Jesus ‘took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given
for you, do this in remembrance of me” ’ (Luke 22:19).
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying,
‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’ (Matthew
26:27–28)
Jesus then went out into the Garden of Gethsemane with his disciples to
pray.
In John’s Gospel, there is no mention of the Upper Room and no mention of
the bread and wine or Jesus’ words. Instead, John records Jesus washing
his disciples’ feet and taking part in some long theological discussions
before going out to an olive grove with his disciples.

Thinking points
In this topic you need to:
l think about the Bible
accounts of the Last Supper,
the betrayal, arrest, trial,
crucifixion, resurrection and
ascension of Jesus
l be able to evaluate the
importance of these events for
understanding the purpose of
the life of Jesus Christ.

Useful words
Maundy – refers to the washing
of the disciples’ feet
Maundy Thursday – the day
before Jesus was crucified
(Good Friday)
Prophesised – predicted events
in the future

A painting of the Last Supper in St Nicholas Church, Brussels, Belgium.
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The betrayal and arrest
All four Gospels record that Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples,
had already agreed to betray Jesus to the chief priests. The religious and
political leaders of the time wanted to arrest Jesus because they thought
he threatened their authority.
In Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus left the disciples to keep watch while he
prayed, asking God to save him from death:
Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but
yours be done. (Luke 22:42)
The disciples fell asleep and when Jesus came to wake them soldiers
arrived and Judas betrayed Jesus by identifying who he was with a kiss.
Matthew and John record that Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of
one of the High Priest’s servants, but Jesus healed it and ordered there to
be no violence.

The trial
Useful words
Sanhedrin – the supreme
religious authority in Israel at
the time of Jesus
Blasphemy – speaking
disrespectfully about God or
sacred things
Treason – attempting to
overthrow a government or state
Tomb – a burial place

Jesus was then taken for trial by the Jewish Council known as the
Sanhedrin, who condemned him for claiming to be ‘the Christ, the Son of
God’, which they regarded as blasphemy. Early the next morning, Jesus
was taken before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, and accused by the
Sanhedrin leaders of claiming to be the King of the Jews. Pilate then tried
him for treason but could not find him guilty of the charges and so Pilate
offered to release either Jesus or a Jewish freedom fighter, Barabbas.
The crowd chose Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to crucifixion. The
soldiers guarding Jesus put a crown of thorns on his head and mocked
him as a pretend king, although in Luke’s Gospel it is the soldiers of the
Sanhedrin who mock Jesus before he is taken to Pilate.
All four Gospels agree that the disciples ran away; only Jesus’ women
followers stayed with him and stood by while he was crucified.

The crucifixion

Activities
1 What happened at the Last
Supper?
2 Why do you think Judas
Iscariot betrayed Jesus?
3 Why would Pilate have
thought claiming to be the
King of the Jews was worse
than claiming to be the Son
of God?
4 Why do you think the
disciples ran away and the
women went to the cross
with Jesus?
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The four Gospels all agree that Jesus was crucified on a Friday (Good
Friday) and that Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for Jesus. The Gospels
agree that a robber was crucified on either side of Jesus, that a sign above
him said he was the King of the Jews and that the bystanders mocked
Jesus and challenged him to come down from the cross. The crucifixion
lasted just over three hours before Jesus cried out, ‘My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?’. Jesus then died in agony.

The resurrection
Jesus’s resurrection is when he miraculously rose from the dead three
days after his crucifixion. Although there are some differences between the
Gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection, they agree on the following events:
n

n

n

n

Jesus’ body was taken from the crucifixion site to a tomb by one of his
followers (Joseph of Arimathea).
Jesus’ female followers visited the tomb on the Sunday following his
crucifixion.
The women found the stone that was covering the entrance to the
tomb rolled away and the tomb empty.
Jesus then saw and talked with his followers for 40 days after his
resurrection.

Topic 1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life

The crucifixion illustrated in a seventeenth-century
Ethiopian manuscript.

The main differences between the Gospel accounts of the resurrection are
as follows:
n

n

n

Why the women were visiting the tomb: In the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke the women are visiting the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body,
but in the Gospel of John it had already been anointed before being
placed in the tomb.

Anoint – rub with oil

Whether the tomb was guarded: Matthew is the only Gospel to report
that Pilate put guards on the door of the tomb and a large earthquake
caused them to run away.
Who told the women what had happened to Jesus:
– In John's Gospel, Mary Magdalene who had visited the tomb met
Jesus himself but mistook him for a gardener before he revealed his
true identity.
– Matthew writes that angels told the women and the disciples that
Jesus would meet them on a mountain in Galilee.
– In the Gospel of Mark a young man tells the women that they should
tell the disciples Jesus will meet them in Galilee.
– In the Gospel of Luke two men in gleaming clothes appeared when
the women entered the empty tomb and they told the women that
Jesus had risen.

n

Useful words

Where Jesus appeared to the disciples: John, Matthew and Luke all
report that Jesus met the disciples in Galilee, although their accounts
of these meetings differ. Luke doesn’t mention Galilee but does say
Jesus met his disciples in Jerusalem.

Activities
1 Make a list of the differences
and similarities in the
Gospel accounts of the
resurrection.
2 Do you think it matters that
there are differences in
the Gospel accounts of the
resurrection?
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The ascension
St Luke records that 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus told his remaining
disciples to stay in Jerusalem where they would receive the power of the
Holy Spirit. Then he was taken up from them into a cloud and two men
in white appeared and told them that Jesus had been taken into heaven
(Acts 1:4–11). This is known as the ascension. Christians believe that the
ascension removed Jesus from the limitations of human flesh and allowed
him to be present with his followers wherever they were.

The importance of these events in understanding
the purpose of the life of Jesus Christ
n

n

n

Jesus’ ascension as pictured in the
Coptic Church of El Adra, Aswan, Egypt.

Useful words
Ascension – the return of Christ
to heaven
Apostles’ Creed – a short
statement of belief attributed to
the disciples of Jesus

Summary
The Last Supper was when
Jesus began the Eucharist
by sharing bread and wine
with his disciples on Maundy
Thursday. They then went into
the Garden of Gethsemane
where Judas betrayed Jesus
and Jesus was arrested. Jesus
was tried by the High Priest
and then by Pontius Pilate. He
was crucified on Good Friday
and buried. Jesus rose from
the dead on Easter Sunday
and appeared to the disciples
before ascending to heaven.
The evidence for this is found
in the Gospels, which do not
always agree with each other
on precisely what happened.
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n

n

The Last Supper is the basis of the Eucharist, the most important
form of Christian worship, as the priest or minister blesses bread and
wine using Jesus’ words and the congregation shares the bread and
wine just as the disciples did (see Topic 1.3.2, page •••).
Christians believe that Jesus' death on the cross brought about
salvation from sin (see Topic 1.1.5, page •••).
The resurrection is the basis of Christian belief as St Paul said, ‘If
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your
faith’ (1 Corinthians 15:17) and is remembered and celebrated by
Christians in most of their services today, especially those at which
the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed is recited by the congregation.
The resurrection of Jesus is also the basis of the Christian belief in life
after death and the promise that death is not the end (see Topic 1.1.6,
page •••).
The ascension reminds Christians that Jesus has gone to heaven to
prepare a place for them so that they don’t need to fear death. They
also believe that through the ascension, Christ is no longer restricted
by time and space and so can be with them on earth wherever they
are.

Activity
Why do you think the only accounts of Jesus’ last days were written by
Christians?

Practice questions
c Explain two reasons the Last Supper is important for Christians.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
d ‘The resurrection was the most important event in the life of Jesus.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In
your response you should:
– refer to Christian teachings
– refer to different Christian points of view
– reach a justified conclusion.

Area of study 2: Based on a study of Islam

Muslim beliefs

1a

Section 1a: Muslim beliefs

Topic 2.1a.6 Malaikah (angels)

Thinking points

The nature of angels

In this topic you need to:
l think about the nature and
history of belief in angels for
Muslims and what the Qur’an
teaches about Jibril, Izra’il and
Mika’il
l be able to explain what these
beliefs teach Muslims.

Muslims believe that the unity and greatness of Allah mean that he is far
too holy to communicate directly with humans.

Useful words
Malaikah – angels
Shaytan – the devil

Activities
1 Explain why Allah cannot
communicate directly with
humans.
2 What are the differences
between angels and
humans?

Muslims believe that Shaytan set up
the kingdom of hell after being sent
out of heaven by Allah.
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The Qur’an teaches that Allah created the angels (malaikah) as immortal
beings without free will. According to the Qur’an, angels are male and have
wings. As they have no free will, they obey all of Allah’s commands and
so never commit sins. Because they are sinless, angels can have direct
contact with Allah and pass his messages to humans, therefore Angels are
the ones who can act as go-betweens between humans and Allah.
The Qur’an teaches that when he created Adam, Allah ordered the angels
to bow down to him because Adam had been able to name Allah’s creations
while the angels (with no free will) had not. Muslims believe Iblis (Shaytan)
was an angel who refused to bow down to Adam and so was sent out of
heaven and set up his own kingdom of hell. The Qur’an says that Iblis
begged Allah to postpone his punishment for disobedience until the Last
Day and this is why Iblis is able to tempt humans to go against Allah
(Surah 7:11–18).

Topic 2.1a.6 Malaikah (angels)

Muslims believe that angels have many functions:
n

They praise Allah in heaven.

n

They are the guardians of the gates of hell.

n

They record the good and bad deeds of humans (humans are often
thought to have a recording angel on each shoulder, one writing down
good deeds, the other bad deeds) to present to Allah on the Last Day
as the basis for his judgement.
Allah created angels from intellect without sensuality, the beasts
from sensuality without intellect, and mankind from both intellect
and sensuality. So when a person’s intellect overcomes his
sensuality, he is better than the angels; but when his sensuality
overcomes his intellect, he is worse than the beasts. (Hadith
recorded by Bukhari)

Activity
Rewrite the hadith recorded by
Bukhari in your own words.

Jibril (Gabriel)

Useful words

Jibril is the chief of the angels whose main role, according to the Qur’an,
is to deliver Allah’s message to the prophets so that they could pass it on
to humanity.

Jibril – the archangel Gabriel
Yahya – John the Baptist
Maryam – the Virgin Mary

Muslims also believe that Jibril told the prophet Ibrahim about the birth
of his sons, Ishaq (Isaac) and Isma’il (Ishmael). He also told the prophet
Zechariah about the birth of Yahya (John the Baptist), and Maryam (Mary)
about the birth of Isa (Jesus). According to the Qur’an, it was Jibril who told
Maryam she would have a child even though she was still a virgin.
Jibril’s most important role, however, was to reveal the Qur’an to
Muhammad. In 610ce during the month of Ramadan, while Muhammad
was meditating in a cave near Makkah, God sent the angel Jibril with the
first revelation of the Qur’an.

There is a whole surah,
number 19, about the
annunciation (announcement of)
and birth of Jesus, which is why
the surah is named Maryam.

Jibril continued to give Muhammad revelations for the next twenty years
until the Qur’an was complete.

Activity
Muslim pilgrims at the entrance of Cave Hira, where the Angel Jibril appeared
with the first revelation of the Qur’an.

Look at the photo of Cave
Hira. Discuss what you think
happened when Muhammad
received his first revelation.
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Useful words
Mika’il – the angel Michael
Izra’il – the angel of death

Mika’il (Michael)
Mika’il is the second most important angel. Mika’il is believed to be the
guardian of heaven, protecting it from evil and the Devil. He also ensures
that humans are nourished by sending rain to the earth.
There is only one reference to Mika’il in the Qur’an, which states:
‘Whoever is an enemy of God or his angels or his apostles or Jibril or
Mika’il, verily God is an enemy of the unbelievers’ (Surah 2:98).

Izra’il
Izra’il is the angel of death. The Qur’an says that the angel of death (his
name is not mentioned) takes the soul of people at death and returns it to
Allah:
The Angel of Death put in charge of you, will take your souls: then
shall ye be brought back to your Lord. (Surah 32:11)
However, Izra’il only acts at Allah’s command because it is Allah alone who
decides when a person will die:
Nor can a soul die except by God’s leave. (Surah 3:145)
There are hadith which record that the prophets met Izra’il during their
lives and that Izra’il watches over the dying.

What the teaching on angels tells Muslims
Angels teach Muslims several things about Allah:
n

n
n

Summary
Muslims believe that angels:
l communicate God’s
messages to humans as God
is so holy
l record people’s good and
bad deeds for God to use on
the Day of Judgement
l guard the gates of hell.
Jibril communicates God’s
messages to the prophets,
Mika’il is the guardian of
heaven, Izra’il is the angel of
death.
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n

He is so great and holy that he cannot communicate directly with
humans.
He created everything including heaven and the angels.
He loves his creation and has sent angels with his message so that if
humans follow the message, they will go to heaven.
Although his angels perform work for him, Allah is in ultimate control
of human destiny.

Angels teach Muslims lessons about their lives:
n

n

Everything humans do is known to Allah; the recording angels mean
humans cannot hide anything from Allah.
Humans need to follow the message sent by Jibril if they are to enter
heaven.

Practice question
d ‘Without angels, there would be no Islam.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In
your response you should:
– refer to Muslim teachings
– refer to different Muslim points of view
– reach a justified conclusion.

Area of study 2: Based on a study of Judaism

3b

Living the Jewish
life

Section 3b: Living the Jewish life

Topic 2.3b.1 Public acts of worship
Thinking points

The nature of public worship

In this topic you need to:
l think about the nature, features
and purpose of public
worship, including synagogue
services
l be able to explain and
evaluate the importance of
synagogue services for the
Jewish community and the
individual.

Worship is either homage or reverence paid to a deity. Jewish public
worship is where this worship happens in a synagogue with a congregation
of Jewish worshippers (the Orthodox would say with at least ten adult male
Jewish worshippers forming a minyan).

Useful words
Homage – acknowledgement of
superiority
Reverence – an act showing
religious respect
Deity – God
Minyan – the required number
of adult male Jews needed for
certain prayers to be said in the
synagogue
Shabbat – the Sabbath (from
sunset on Friday to sunset on
Saturday)
Rabbis – spiritual leaders of a
Jewish community
Kiddush – a prayer said over
wine to sanctify Shabbat
Sefer Torah – the scroll of the
Torah
Ark – large cupboard at the
front of the synagogue where
the Torah scrolls are kept
Bimah – raised platform in
front of the Ark from which the
scriptures are read
Sidra – the portion of the Torah
read at Shabbat morning service

Activity
What is public worship?
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The purpose of public worship
Public worship in Judaism has several purposes. Worshipping with others
in the synagogue:
n

Gives a Jewish person a sense of belonging to a whole community of
Jewish believers.

n

Gives an opportunity to feel the strength of the faith.

n

Gives an opportunity to make friends with others in the faith.

n

n

n

Provides the opportunity to take part in those prayers which can only
be said in a congregation (Shabbat prayers and festival prayers in
particular).
The rabbis taught that there is more merit in praying with a group
than there is in praying alone.
Public worship provides prayers at set times and this gives order and
purpose to people’s religious life. By having set times and this worship
is never forgotten.

Features of Jewish public worship
Each Friday after the welcoming of Shabbat, synagogues should hold
Shabbat evening prayers when Shabbat is greeted like a bride coming to
meet her husband – the Jewish people. At the end of the service the rabbi
takes a cup of wine and recites Kiddush to thank God for giving Shabbat to
the Jewish people.
On Shabbat morning (Saturday), families go to synagogue for the morning
prayer, which is the main service of the week. The high point of the service
is when the Sefer Torah is taken out of the Ark and carried to the bimah for
the rabbi to read the sidra (over the course of a year the whole Torah will
be read). In an Orthodox synagogue, men are called from the congregation
to recite a blessing at certain points of the reading, and at the end a man is
called to read from one of the books of the prophets. After the Sefer Torah
has been put back in the Ark, the rabbi gives a sermon.
On Shabbat afternoon, synagogues have afternoon prayers, when the Sefer
Torah is again taken out of the Ark and a short part of the following week’s
sidra is read.

Topic 2.3b.1 Public acts of worship

Public worship at festivals
Public worship also takes place for various festivals. In preparation for
Rosh Hashanah, Jews should worship in the synagogue each day of the
month of Ellul for the blowing of the shofar. Then on Rosh Hashanah
itself there are evening, morning and afternoon services. Yom Kippur
is the holiest day of the Jewish year and there is special worship in the
synagogue for the evening service beginning the fast, the morning service,
the afternoon service, and the evening service marking the end of Yom
Kippur and the beginning of a new day. The great festival of Simchat Torah
must be celebrated in the synagogue to parade the sacred Sefer Torah
around the congregation. The lesser festivals of Hanukkah and Purim also
have special worship services in the synagogue.
Orthodox and Liberal/Reform synagogues have differences in their
services. In Liberal synagogues:

A synagogue in Jerusalem, Israel.

n

prayers are said in English, not Hebrew

Useful words

n

women attend all the services and sit with the men

n

the rabbi may well be a woman

n

some of the prayers may be missed out.

Rosh Hashanah – Jewish New
Year
Ellul – the final month of the
Jewish year
Shofar – ram’s horn
Yom Kippur – Jewish holiday,
also known as the Day of
Atonement
Simchat Torah – Jewish holiday
celebrating the conclusion of
the annual cycle of public Torah
readings
Hanukkah – Jewish holiday
celebrating the rededication of
the Temple
Purim – Jewish holiday to
celebrate the saving of the
Jewish people from Haman, who
was trying to kill all the Jews

The importance of synagogue worship
Worship is important for Jewish people because the Torah tells them:
to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart and
with all your soul. (Deuteronomy 11:13)
Worship in the synagogue is important for the Jewish community because:
n

n
n

n

To worship God with all your heart and all your soul requires people
to be able to worship in community with other people who share the
same beliefs and values.
It is needed for the Jewish community to celebrate Shabbat properly.
It provides the community with the opportunity to share in family
celebrations such as Brit Milah, Bar Mitzvah and weddings.
It is required for the community to celebrate the great festivals such
as Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Simchat Torah.

Worship in the synagogue is important for a Jewish individual because:
n

n
n

n

n

Worshipping with others in the synagogue gives a sense of belonging
to a whole community of Jewish believers and an opportunity to feel
the strength of the faith and make friends with others in the faith.
t gives order and purpose to people’s religious life.
It also gives an individual the opportunity to reflect on the serious side
of life, especially when worship gives an opportunity to think about the
meaning of life at times such as Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and
at sad times like death.
It gives an opportunity to listen to the reading of the Torah and the rest
of the Tenakh.
It also has sermons from the rabbi, which provide the individual with
the opportunity to discover more about what it means to be a Jew, and
how to live as a Jew in the twenty-first century.

Activities
1 Outline the main features of
synagogue worship.
2 Why does Judaism
regard public worship as
important?
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A synagogue in Paris, France.

Why Jewish people worship in different ways
n

n

n

Activity

n

Look at the photos of the
synagogues on page ••• and
page •••. Can you identify
which is an Orthodox and
which is a Liberal synagogue?
n

Summary
Jewish people worship in
synagogues to:
l take part in prayers that
can only take place in a
congregation
l feel strength of the faith
l make friends with others in
the faith and feel a sense of
belonging
Public worship is important
because it gives order and
purpose to a Jew's life.
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Liberal/Reform Jews allow the use of musical instruments in worship
(banned on Shabbat by the Orthodox because it involves work) because
of their belief that Shabbat rules should be altered to fit in with
modern life.
Orthodox women place much more importance on private worship as
they cannot attend daily prayers in the synagogue.
Orthodox synagogues keep men and women separated because of the
teachings of rabbis, whereas Liberal/Reform synagogues allow mixed
seating.
Liberal/Reform Jews often do not wear tefillin and tallit for worship,
many of them do not keep kosher, and they have complete equality
of the sexes including having women rabbis. They do not believe that
the Torah is the Word of God, but rather that it was written by people
inspired by God. They feel it is the moral commands of the law which
must be followed and believe the ritual laws can be ignored.
There are slight variations in the words of the services. For example,
Jews of Ashkenazi ancestry, Jews of Sephardic ancestry and Hasidic
Jews have slightly different prayers because of their origins.

Practice question
d ‘You can worship God just as well at home as in the synagogue.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In
your response you should:
– refer to Jewish teachings
– refer to other Jewish teachings
– reach a justified conclusion.

Area of study 1: Based on a study of Christianity

4

Matters of life
and death

Section 4: Matters of life and death

Topic 1.4.1 Origins and value of the universe
Thinking points
In this topic you need to:
l think about scientific
explanations for the origins of
the universe
l know about Christian
responses to them, including
the work of Georges Lemaître
l understand the value of the
universe in Christian teaching
l think about responses to the
view that the universe can be
used as a commodity
l be able to explain and
evaluate different Christian
and non-religious attitudes to
the origins and value of the
universe.

Scientific explanations for the origins of the
universe
The most accepted scientific theory for the origin of the universe is the Big
Bang theory. It accounts for how the universe came into existence in the
following way:
n

n

n

As the matter of the universe flew away from the explosion, the forces
of gravity helped to join some of the matter into stars and, about
5 billion years ago, our solar system was formed.

The main evidence for the Big Bang is as follows:

n

n
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About 13.7 billion years ago, the matter of the universe became so
compressed that it produced a huge explosion (the Big Bang).

Evidence for the Big Bang
n

These galaxies are at the red end of
the light spectrum, showing that the
universe is expanding.

Matter is eternal, it can neither be created nor destroyed, it can only
be changed from one form in to another (scientists call this the law of
thermodynamics).

The redshift effect. Astrophysics tells us that the light from stars
approaching us should be at the blue end of the light spectrum,
whereas the light from stars going away from us should be at the
red end. When astronomers study other galaxies they find they are at
the red end of the spectrum. This redshift effect is evidence that the
universe is still expanding from the point of the initial Big Bang.
Radio telescopes have discovered background radiation throughout
the universe which scientists believe is a remnant of the Big Bang.
In March 2014, scientists detected ripples in deep space using a
special telescope at the South Pole. These gravitational waves are
claimed to have been triggered by the rapid expansion of the universe
during the Big Bang.

Topic 1.4.1 Origins and value of the universe

The Higgs boson
One thing not explained by the Big Bang theory was why some
particles came together to form planets and stars. In the 1960s a team
of theoretical physicists led by Peter Higgs suggested that there must
be an invisible field lying across the universe – they called this the
Higgs field. This field would give particles mass, and this would allow
them to form objects. They believed that this field would be made up
of tiny particles called Higgs boson particles.
Since the 1960s scientists have been trying to find evidence
that the Higgs boson exists. In 2012, in the Large Hadron Collider
in Switzerland, they were able to recreate the conditions present
immediately after the Big Bang and prove the existence of the Higgs
field.
This discovery proved Higgs and his team right, and helped explain
exactly how the Big Bang created the universe.

Useful words
Higgs bosons – the particles
that make up the Higgs field
which gives evidence for the Big
Bang

Activities
1 Make a diagram or poster
to demonstrate what the Big
Bang theory says.
2 Explain why scientists
believe in the Big Bang.

The Large Hadron Collider can re-create the conditions when the universe began.
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Christian responses to the Big Bang theory
Some Christians simply ignore scientific explanations of the creation of the
universe, but of those who think about them have three types of response.

Creationism
Useful words
Apparent Age – the idea that the
world would have looked billions
of years old when it was only a
second old
Creationism – the belief that
the universe, and humans, were
created in the way the Bible says

This view says that science is wrong and the Bible is right. It claims that all
the evidence there is for the Big Bang and evolution can be explained by the
effects of Noah’s flood (which must have totally changed rock formations
and created fossils, for example) and the Apparent Age theory.
The Apparent Age theory claims that if you accept the biblical account of
creation in Genesis, then when Adam was made the earth was six days
old, but to Adam it would have looked billions of years old. Trees would
have been created with rings showing them to be hundreds of years old;
the Grand Canyon would have looked 2 billion years old when it was one
second old.
Therefore, these Christians believe that God created the universe in the
way described in the Bible, which is why this response is often called
creationism.

The intelligent design response
The ‘intelligent design’ argument developed from creationism. Christians
who believe in this theory, think that the universe is so complex that it can’t
have happened by chance. They believe that it must have been created by
an intelligent designer – God.
They believe that the universe has different types of complexity:
n

n

‘irreducible complexity’ – the universe depends on many interacting
parts and the removal of any one of those parts would mean that the
whole system would stop working
‘specified complexity’ – the patterns in living things, for example in
DNA.

They claim that these complexities mean that neither the Big Bang nor
evolution could have happened by chance.

Creationists believe that 'evidence' for the Big Bang can actually be explained by the effects of Noah's flood.
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Intelligent design says that DNA is too complex to have arisen
by chance.

The compatibility response

Activity

Many Christians believe that both the scientific and biblical explanations of
creation are true.

Outline how Christians respond
to the Big Bang theory.

They believe that the Biblical stories of creation aren’t meant to be read as
literal accounts of exactly how God created the universe. They are simply
meant to show us that God created everything. So they believe in the Big
Bang, but believe that God set it off and controlled how the world has
developed since.
Some Christians believe that the main points in the Biblical creation story
fit with science. The order of creation in Genesis broadly fits with the order
science thinks the earth and life developed. They argue that Genesis 1:3.
‘God said, “Let there be light”’, is a direct reference to the Big Bang.
These Christians see scientific discoveries as providing more evidence for
God, for example:
n

n

n

n

The Big Bang had to be at exactly the right microsecond. If the
explosion had been too soon it would have been too small to form
stars; if the explosion had been too late, everything would have flown
away too quickly for stars to form.
There had to be scientific laws such as gravity for the matter of the
universe to form solar systems, and only God could have made the
laws on which the universe is based.
Stars are formed out of hydrogen and helium through nuclear
reactions, producing carbon and oxygen, which are spread around
the universe by exploding supernovae, the complexity of this system
implies a creator organising things.

Useful words
Supernovae – an explosion of a
massive supergiant star

Life on earth requires carbon to be able to bond with other atoms and
water molecules. This could not have happened by chance, so God
must have ensured that it was able to happen.
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Activities

The work of Georges Lemaître (1894–1966)

1 Who was Georges
Lemaître?
2 What do you think Lemaître
would have thought of Pope
Francis’s statement?

Lemaître was a Catholic priest and professor of physics who proposed
what became known as the Big Bang theory of the origin of the
universe. Lemaître called his theory ‘the hypothesis of the primeval
atom’ or the ‘cosmic egg’. Lemaître described the beginning of the
universe as a burst of fireworks, comparing galaxies to the burning
embers spreading out in a growing sphere from the centre of the burst.
He believed this ‘burst of fireworks’ was the beginning of time, taking
place on ‘a day without yesterday’. In 1931, Lemaître proposed that the
expansion of the universe was actually accelerating (the first scientist
to do so), a claim which was only confirmed in the 1990s through
observations with the Hubble Space Telescope.
In 1951, Pope Pius XII declared that Lemaître’s theory gave a
scientific proof for Catholic Christianity. However, Lemaître denied
this and said his theory neither proved nor disproved religion and he
persuaded the Pope to stop making proclamations about the scientific
origins of the universe. Although Lemaître was a devout Roman
Catholic, he was against mixing science with religion, but he believed
these two fields of human experience did not conflict with each other.
The Big Bang, which today is held as the beginning of the world,
does not contradict the intervention of the divine creator, but
requires it. (Pope Francis speaking to the Pontifical Academy of
Sciences, October 2014)

The value of the universe in Christian teaching
Christianity teaches that God created the universe and everything in it, and
that he made it in such a way that it has produced an environment on the
earth which is perfectly suited for human life.
The creation accounts in Genesis 1 and 2 state that God made the universe,
the earth, vegetation, animals and humans in six days. Some Christians
regard these accounts as scientific fact. However, many Christians see
them as an illustration of the teaching that the earth and everything in it
was made by God in the way he intended it to be. As Genesis says, ‘God saw
what he had made and it was very good.’
This means that the universe has great value for Christians. God has made
the universe, God has made it a good universe and God has placed humans
in the universe to look after this most valuable creation.

Using the universe as a commodity
Useful words
Commodity – something that
humans need or want

Some people think that the universe and all its vast resources are simply
a commodity which humans can use, and misuse, as they wish. Ideas
like this have brought about pollution, climate change and the using up of
natural resources. However, Christianity teaches that because God made
the earth, the earth belongs to God and not to humans and so it must be
treated with respect, not as a commodity:
n

n
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As God has made everything, humans must respect the whole
environment.
The environment is a gift from God to humans and so must be treated
with care.
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n

n

n

The Old Testament teaches that humans have a responsibility to treat
animals humanely and to treat the land kindly by not growing crops
every fiftieth year.
In the Parable of the Talents or Minas (Luke 19:11–26), Jesus taught
that God expects humans to pass on to the next generation more
than they have been given. Many Christians believe that this means
Christians have a responsibility to leave the earth a better place than
they found it.
The Bible also makes clear that there will be a judgement day at
the end of the world when people will be judged on their beliefs and
behaviour. Most Christians believe that part of this judgement will be
based on how they have fulfilled their duty to preserve God’s earth.

The Christian view that humans must not treat the universe as a commodity
can be seen in these two statements:
The universe as a whole is a product of God’s creative and
imaginative will. All its parts are interdependent. Men and women
are to be stewards and creators, not exploiters, of its resources,
material, animal and spiritual. Christians must support those
working for conservation and the development of more appropriate
sustainable life-styles. (A Liberal Protestant view taken from
‘Christian Faith Concerning the Environment’, published by the
Methodist Conference in 1991)

Useful words
Conservation – protecting and
preserving natural resources
and the environment

Use of the mineral, vegetable and animal resources of the universe
cannot be divorced from moral imperatives. Man’s dominion
over inanimate and other living beings granted by the Creator is
not absolute; it is limited by concern for the quality of life of his
neighbour, including generations to come; it requires a religious
respect for the integrity of nature. (A statement from the Catechism
of the Catholic Church)

Practice questions
c Explain two reasons why Christians should not use the world as a
commodity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom
and authority.
d ‘God created the universe.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In
your response you should:
– refer to Christian teachings
– refer to different Christian points of view
– reach a justified conclusion.

Summary
Science says the universe began when matter exploded (the Big
Bang). The solar system came out of the explosion, and the nature of
the earth allowed life to develop through evolution. Many Christians
accept the scientific explanation, but believe the Big Bang was how
God created the universe. Some Christians believe that both science
and the Bible are true because one of God’s days could be billions
of years long. Some Christians believe the Bible is right and science
is wrong.
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Peace and
conflict

Topic 2.4.3 Attitudes to conflict

Topic 2.4.3 Attitudes to conflict

The problems caused by conflict

Thinking points

War and conflict cause many problems ranging from casualties and homes
being damaged or destroyed, to economic collapse. These problems are
explored below.

In this topic you need to:
l think about the problems
conflict causes within society,
the nature and causes of
conflict, and why each of
these leads to conflict: politics,
resources, history, culture,
religion
l consider either Muslim
responses to the causes,
including Qur’an 2:190, or
Jewish responses to the
causes, including Isaiah 2:1–5
l be able to explain and
evaluate different religious and
non-religious responses to the
problems caused by conflict.

Casualties
Death and injury, especially of civilian populations, are the most obvious
problem. In the Second World War over 60 million people were killed, with
about 60 per cent of the deaths being civilians. Current conflicts are no
better. A United Nations report published in January 2016 says that nearly
19,000 civilians were killed in Iraq between January 2014 and October 2015,
another 36,245 were injured and about 3.2 million people were internally
displaced, including a million school-aged children. Much of the suffering
was attributed to ISIS, the Islamist terror group which has declared an
Islamic caliphate across the vast stretches of territory it holds in Iraq and
neighbouring Syria. In Syria it is estimated that the civil war which began in
2011 has claimed the lives of 181,000 soldiers, 70,000 civilians and at least
12,000 children.

Displacement
Conflict can create large numbers of refugees as civilians flee the war
zones and often the armed forces involved forcibly move populations.
During the Second World War, the Nazis deported between 7 million and
9 million Europeans, mostly to Germany. Within months of Germany’s
surrender in May 1945, the Allies repatriated to their home countries more
than 6 million displaced persons (DPs). Between 1.5 million and 2 million
DPs refused repatriation and ended up in refugee camps in Europe. The
United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) was set up in
1951 to help return home the estimated 1 million people still uprooted
after the Second World War. The latest figures available show that UNHCR
was looking after 13 million refugees in mid-2014. Since then the civil war
in Syria has led to more than 3 million refugees from Syria fleeing to Turkey
and Lebanon alone. Refugees from the Syrian conflict are also fleeing to
Europe overland from Turkey and refugees from the many conflicts in
Africa are fleeing to Europe across the Mediterranean from Libya.

Expense

Useful words
Internally displaced – being
forced to move your home
because of conflict, but staying
in the same country
Repatriated – returning
refugees to their place of origin

Activity
What problems do conflicts
cause?

Economic problems are a major result of conflict. Wars cost money for
weapons and military personnel, but they also disrupt the economy of the
countries involved in the conflict, and cause social and economic problems
in the countries where the refugees end up. The costs for governments
hosting refugees include providing the influx of people with healthcare,
education, housing and other social benefits. In the longer term, migrants
could be absorbed into the labour force and eventually boost consumer
demand, driving economic growth.
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There is hardly a conflict
in the world today – Iraq,
Russia, Indonesia, the Holy
Land – without a religious
dimension. And that is why
finding common ground
between different faiths is
crucial for world peace …
It is important not to see
all Muslims as supporting
terrorism. This is like
linking the Irish to terrorism
because of the IRA. It
doesn’t work that way. Many
Muslims in the world don’t
agree with terrorism. We
can’t condemn them all.
I think religious differences
are used to set people
against each other. Religion
isn’t usually the cause
of the conflict, but it’s an
added factor. The underlying
problems are usually social
or political. (Archbishop
Michael Fitzgerald,
president of the Vatican’s
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue)

Useful words
Inter-religious dialogue –
discussions between different
religions
Nationalism – a strong feeling
of belief in the rightness of one’s
native country
Ethnicity – having the
characteristics of a certain race
or culture

Syrian refugees from Kobane in a camp in Turkey.

Causes of conflict
Although the Second World War, the last world war, ended over 60 years
ago, wars are still occurring all over the world. The most generally accepted
reasons for wars occurring are described below.

Religion
Wars often occur because of religious differences:
n

n

n

There may be two religious groups, each of which wants to be
dominant and each of which feels it has been badly treated by the
other. For example, the war between Christians and Muslims in the
Central African Republic.
A specific area of a country may be largely one religion, but the
country as a whole is a different religion. For example, the majority of
Kashmir is Muslim, but Kashmir is part of India, which is Hindu. The
Muslims of Kashmir are fighting to become part of the Muslim state of
Pakistan.
There are differences within a religion and one religious group attacks
the other for having different beliefs. For example, the civil war in
Syria where the government forces are Shi’a Muslims and the rebel
forces are Sunni Muslims.

Politics, history and culture
A major cause of wars is connected with issues of politics (especially
the concept of nationalism) and ethnicity (which is often connected with
history and culture):
n

Activity
Should religious people do
more to help people fleeing
conflict?
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n

One form of nationalism is the belief that each separate ethnic
group should have its own country because it has a different culture.
This leads minority ethnic groups to fight civil wars to establish an
independent state. For example, the Tutsi rebels in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.
Another form of nationalism is to insist that any minority ethnic
groups should be removed from the country so that the nation is only
one ethnic group. This can lead to the genocide of an ethnic group
such as the Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994.
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n

n

n

Tensions between ethnic groups often arise in countries which have
been artificially created as a result of colonialism. This has happened
a lot in Africa where countries such as Sudan and Kenya were created
artificially by European conquerors, leading to the current civil war in
South Sudan.
In the Democratic Republic of Congo ethnicity was used by two
different political groups to gain power – one group supported by
Uganda and Rwanda, the other supported by Zimbabwe, Angola and
Namibia. The United Nations had to bring the two political groups
together before it could begin to end the conflict.
The Korean War began in 1949 when Communist North Korea invaded
South Korea with the aim of uniting the country under communism.
A truce was declared in 1953 after the United Nations fought a war
against North Korea and China, but there is still no peace and there
are still outbreaks of conflict.

Resources
Wars can often occur if a country has resources that another country wants
or needs:
n

n

n

Some people think that the two Gulf Wars occurred because the
West wanted to make sure it would have access to the enormous oil
reserves of the Middle East.
There are two ongoing conflicts in Sudan whose origins probably lie in
resources. The conflict in Dharfur is possibly about access to water,
although there is also an ethnic element, with the Arab Sudanese
government accused of carrying out ethnic cleansing of the black
African people of Dharfur. The conflict in South Sudan is probably
about ownership of the vast oil wealth, even though it was first thought
to be a religious war between the Christian South and the Muslim
North.
Economic problems in one country can lead to conflict in another
country. For example, the economic crisis in Zimbabwe has led to
mass migration of refugees looking for food and work into South
Africa. Some South Africans have objected and begun to attack the
refugees.
At his Nuremberg trial, the Nazi war criminal Hermann Goering
described how easy it is to organise a war:
Why, of course the people don’t want war. That is understood. But,
after all, it is the leaders of a country who determine the policy
and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether
it is a democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a
communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be
brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do
is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the peacemakers
for lack of patriotism and exposing the country to danger. (Hermann
Goering, Nazi general, at his trial for war crimes, 1945)

A refugee from the conflict in the
Central African Republic.

Fight in the cause of God
those who fight you, but do
not transgress the limits;
for God loveth not the
transgressors. (Surah 2:190)

Activity
Look at the quotation from
Goering below. Do you think
patriotism (love for, or devotion
to one’s country) can be
dangerous?
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This is what Isaiah son
of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem: In
the last days the mountain
of the Lord’s temple will be
established as the highest
of the mountains; it will be
exalted above the hills, and
all nations will stream to
it. Many peoples will come
and say, ‘Come, let us go
up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the temple of the
God of Jacob. He will teach
us his ways, so that we
may walk in his paths.’ The
law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He will judge
between the nations and
will settle disputes for many
peoples. They will beat their
swords into ploughshares
and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will
not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train
for war anymore. Come,
descendants of Jacob, let us
walk in the light of the Lord.
(Isaiah 2:1–5)

Summary
There are many different
causes of conflict, including
politics, history, culture and
religion. Conflict in turn causes
problems including casualties,
displacement and financial
problems.
Muslims will only fight in a war
if they believe they have to, for
example in self-defence.
Jews believe they should fight
in wars if they are just wars or if
God commands it.
Jews and Muslims would not
fight in a war where they could
be classed as the aggressor.
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Muslim responses to the causes of war
Most Muslims believe that if a war is just (see Topic 2.4.5, page •••) then
a Muslim must fight in it. Muslims must fight if they are attacked because
this is what the Qur’an says, and Muslims believe the Qur’an is the Word of
God. Also, Muhammad is the great example for Muslims of how to live their
lives and he fought in wars of self-defence; therefore, so must Muslims.
However, to fight in a war, Muslims must be very clear about the causes.
Any war in which they are the aggressor could not be fought by a faithful
Muslim. So they could not be involved in the following sorts of conflict:
n

a war to take resources from someone else

n

forcing another country or people to become Muslim

n

changing the political leadership or ideology of another country

n

changing the culture of a country.

Muslims should be wary of going to war because ‘Jaber reported that the
Messenger of Allah said, “War is a deception” ’ (hadith quoted by Bukhari).

Jewish responses to the causes of war
Most Jews believe that if a war is just (see Topic 2.4.5) then a good Jew must
fight in it. This means that Jews must fight if they are attacked because
this is what the Torah says. The Talmud says that wars must be fought if
they are milchemet mitzvah – that is, if God has commanded it. A milchemet
mitzvah would occur if Jewish people are attacked by an enemy, if a preemptive strike will stop an enemy from attacking or if the war is going to
the aid of a country that has been attacked.
However, to fight in a war, Jews must be very clear about the causes of the
conflict. Any war in which they are the aggressor could not be fought by a
good Jew, so they could not be involved in the following sorts of conflict:
n

a war to take resources from someone else

n

forcing another country or people to become Jewish

n

changing the political leadership or ideology of another country

n

changing the culture of a country.

Jews should always be wary of going to war because, as the midrash says,
‘The Torah was given to establish peace’.

Activity
How should either Muslims or Jews respond to the causes of conflict?

Practice question
d ‘Religion is the main cause of wars.’
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In
your response you should:
– refer to Muslim/Jewish teachings
– refer to non-religious points of view
– reach a justified conclusion.
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