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EXAM QUESTIONS

Paper 1 The study of religions: beliefs, 
teachings and practices

Christianity
1 (a) Which of the following is not a member of the Trinity?

A Father 
B God 

C Son 
D Holy Spirit 

 (1 mark)
(b) Give two characteristics of God. (2 marks)

 

 

(c) Explain two ways belief in the incarnation of Jesus influences Christians today. (4 marks)

 

 

 

 

 

 

(d) Explain two Christian teachings about salvation. Refer to sacred writings or another source 
of Christian belief and teaching in your answer. (5 marks)
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(e) ‘All Christians should believe the Genesis creation story as the truth.’  Evaluate this 
statement. In your answer you should:
➤	 refer to Christian teaching
➤	give developed arguments to support this statement
➤	give developed arguments to support a different point of view
➤	 reach a justified conclusion. (12 marks)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total: 24 marks

2 (a) Which of the following is a festival that remembers the resurrection of Jesus?
A Christmas 
B Good Friday 

C Lent 
D Easter 

 (1 mark)
(b) Give two Christian forms of worship. (2 marks)

 

 

(c) Explain two contrasting ways in which prayer is carried out in Christianity. (4 marks)
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EXAMPLE 
RESPONSES AND 
MARK SCHEMES

The Student responses
This section shows sample answers from two students. One set (A) is strong, the other (B) weaker. The 
answers are followed by expert comments (shown by the icon e ) that indicate where credit is due. In 
the weaker answers, they also point out areas for improvement, specific problems and common errors.

Paper 1 The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 
and practices

Christianity

Example responses

Question 1
Student A

(a) B: God

e  Correct. 1 mark

(b) omnipotent, just

e  Two clear ideas. There is no need to waste time writing in a sentence as the question says 
‘give’ – here meaning ‘list’. 2 marks

(c) First, the idea that God was willing to send his Son to earth to live with us shows Christians how much 
God loves us and therefore how much we should love him in our lives. Our worship, prayer and praise 
should show that great love. Second, that the love God showed us, by sending his Son, is an example for 
us to follow. It was selfless and we should do the same, for example like Mother Teresa did in her life.

e  Good structure – offers the examiner two clear ideas, each with an explanation. The 
development of both ideas demonstrates the ‘influence’ each should have in the life of a 
Christian. 4 marks

(d) The first teaching is that in the Bible it says ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that we 
should have eternal life’. For Christians, salvation comes through the death and resurrection of Jesus – he 
was born into the world and overcame death so that Christians can have eternal life with God.
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  The second teaching is that Jesus said ‘Whoever believes in me shall have eternal life’. Jesus is 
teaching that entry into heaven is not about following the law like the Jews were obsessed with but 
by believing in God, living in the right way and having the right thoughts in our minds and love in our 
hearts for God and everyone.

e  Good structure – this answer offers the examiner two clear ideas, each with an explanation of 
the meaning of the teaching to Christians. 5 marks

(e) There are many Christians who do actually believe that the creation story is true – that it all happened 
as the Bible describes. The writers were directly inspired by God so it has to be the truth. When they 
say the truth they mean that the world was created from nothing and that what it says happened on 
each day happened as a fact. This interpretation is called a literal interpretation. These Christians also 
believe that there is one clear message that God was responsible for all creation in 6 days, he rested on 
the 7th Day and that he was pleased with his work. They also believe that human beings were created 
in God’s image and were given authority and responsibility over all of creation as the most intelligent. 
Many people find this hard to believe because there are mistakes in the logical order, e.g. the sun and 
moon didn’t happen until after day 1 yet on day 1 there was light and dark. Others have an issue with it 
being done in 7 days, especially with the science and evolution ideas.

 Other Christians believe that it is the message of Genesis that is important. It is not important whether 
day 1 actually happened as it literally states. What matter is the message that God did create from 
nothing. The world is an ordered, interdependent world – made by a plan rather than by chance. From 
the story we learn that to be human gives us potential and that because we are made in the image of 
God we are all equal and all have value. We do also have responsibility, which is a privilege, so being a 
steward is part of the task God has given us. Many of the literal Christians agree with these ideas but 
still believe that the Bible is a true account.

e  The arguments in this paragraph could be developed a bit more.

  In conclusion I think that it all depends on what the question means by ‘truth’. Do we mean the truth 
of how it actually happened or do we mean the truth as in its meaning? Creation is an unanswerable 
question so to say ALL Christians should believe in the story as true is far too definite. There are 
different ways to understand it, but what is important is the message that however it was done it was  
a result of the work of God.

e  Good structure – this answer gives clear, logical arguments and views and attempts some 
evaluation of each point. The conclusion brings everything together to address the  
question fully. L4: 11 marks

Question 1
Student B

(a) Father, Son, Holy Spirit

e  Incorrect. The correct answer is B: God. Be careful to read the question carefully as it could 
ask you what something IS or what it IS NOT. 0 marks

(b) Oneness of God and the fact that God can do anything.
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e  The oneness of God is associated with the Trinity but this answer would get 1 mark. The 
second idea is a description of God rather than a characteristic (i.e. omnipotent / all powerful). 
No mark can be given for this as the examiner has to try to interpret what the student means. 
 1 mark

(c) Incarnation means that Jesus came to earth as a human like us. This shows how much God loves us 
and that we should love God.

e  The opening sentence is a definition not an explanation. The stated influence on Christian 
life – that because God loved us so Christians should love him – is too simple as it does not 
include how Christians show this love in their lives.

  Some people like Mother Teresa have lived their lives showing love for God.

e  The second part mentions an influence but lacks a link to the incarnation, e.g. Mother  
Theresa lived her life trying to follow the selfless love shown by God in sending his son 
to earth. 2 marks

(d) For Christians, salvation comes through the death and resurrection of Jesus – he overcame death so 
that Christians can have eternal life. In the Bible it says God so loved the world that he gave his only 
son so that we should have eternal life.

e  This answer does not clearly explain TWO teachings. The first sentence explains a teaching 
about the source of salvation, and develops this. The second sentence could be seen either 
as a separate point or a further extension of the first explanation.  3 marks

(e) Most Christians would disagree with this statement because it can’t possibly have happened in 7 days. 
Given what we know now about how the world and life develops, things just being placed on earth 
doesn’t make sense to us. Humans didn’t just exist, they evolved as did all the other species and also 
there are mistakes in the order of how the writer tells us what happened. Light and darkness before 
the sun and moon. These Christians believe it is the message of the story that is important. The myth 
gives us a message because the writer wasn’t there right at the beginning so how could he know what 
exactly happened? The message we need to understand is that God was responsible for creation, 
humans were created in his image and we now have a responsibility as stewards to look after it.

  Other Christians would say that all Christians should believe it as the truth because it is written in the 
Bible and as it was written by God it has to be true. God is all-powerful so he can do anything even if it 
is beyond our understanding.

e  Argument lacks depth and range of ideas.

  There are many different ideas about creation and to say that all Christians should believe it as true is a 
bit strong. We will never know and whether it happened as the Bible says or not, as long as Christians 
believe it was God that was responsible, that is all that matters.

e  This answer attempts to develop arguments from both points of view but is weak in places. 
The first paragraph on other views is the stronger one, offering relevant knowledge and some 
attempt at evaluation. Some of it reads a little too much like AO1 rather than AO2 evaluation. 
The conclusion is simple but clear. L3: 8 marks
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Mark scheme
1 (a) 1 mark for the correct answer.

  The correct answer is B: God

Hints and tips
These questions usually rely entirely on knowledge of key words and terms – you need to learn them.

Be careful to read the question carefully as it could ask you what something IS or what it IS NOT.

(b) 1 mark per correct answer, up to 2 marks maximum.
  Answers might include:
  omnipotent (all-powerful), all-loving (omnibenevolent), all knowing (omniscient), just, Father, 

creator, forgiver

Hints and tips
Do not explain anything unless instructed to – just give two words or phrases to answer this 
question. That frees up your time to answer later questions.

(c) Total of 4 marks.
  For the first way given:

– a simple explanation of a relevant and accurate point which shows the influence of the 
belief (1 mark)

– a detailed explanation of a relevant and accurate point which shows the influence of the 
belief (2 marks)

  For the second way given:
– a simple explanation of a relevant and accurate point which shows the influence of the 

belief (1 mark)
– a detailed explanation of a relevant and accurate point which shows the influence of the 

belief (2 marks)
  Answers might include:
  The incarnation shows Christians how loving God is in sending his Son to become mortal – so 

Christians are inspired to show love to God in return through their lives.
  It shows Christians how much of a sacrifice God made to send his only Son – so Christians sacrifice 

time to show their love – through worship, prayer, praise and living their lives well.
  It shows God’s selfless love and commitment to humanity, so Christians try and show this kind of love 

to others – which is often selfless – by giving up important things in life for the sake of others, Mother 
Teresa being the perfect example.
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Hints and tips
You have to give two different ideas – only writing about one way in which beliefs/teachings 
influence believers is worth a maximum of 2 marks.

Try to make sure you are developing your ideas, not just writing lists of new ideas.

When the question asks you to explain how a belief/teaching influences a believer, it is asking for 
the impact on someone’s life – what difference it makes to them and the way they live/behave.

(d) Total of 4 marks + 1 mark
  Look for explanation of two different teachings in the answer.
  For the first teaching given:

– a simple explanation of a teaching which is both clearly relevant to the question  
and accurate (1 mark)

– a detailed explanation of a teaching which is both clearly relevant to the question  
and accurate (2 marks)

  For the second teaching given:
– a simple explanation of a teaching which is both clearly relevant to the question  

and accurate (1 mark)
– a detailed explanation of a teaching which is both clearly relevant to the question  

and accurate (2 marks)
  A relevant and accurate reference to scripture /or sacred writing has been given. (1 mark)
  Answers might include:
  ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that we should have eternal life’ – Jesus death is 

a clear part of God’s plan for salvation.
  ‘Whoever believes in me shall have eternal life’ – Jesus is showing that salvation is about belief in him, 

which contradicts the Jewish idea of salvation through following all parts of the law.
  Answers may reference the terms ‘salvation through works’ (salvation can be earned) and ‘the death 

of Jesus as atonement for sin’ (salvation is only possible because Jesus took on the sins of humanity 
to reconcile it with God).

Hints and tips
You have to explain two different teachings in the answer to this question.

The mark scheme tells you that the points have to be ‘clearly relevant’ – if you read (or write) 
something that does not make sense, or that you have to think about to make it relevant, then it is 
not a good answer.

A good way to answer is to give a teaching and then say how that teaching applies to the question. 
Then explain the point you are making (rather than adding a teaching at the end of the answer).

Try to structure your answer so that it is easy for the examiner to identify your two teachings. For 
example, begin your first paragraph with something like ‘The first teaching is…‘. Begin a subsequent 
paragraph with ‘The second teaching is…’. Each teaching needs more explanation added to it.

Remember teachings do not always have to be direct quotes from the Bible – check the  
mark scheme.
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(e) These questions are marked according to levels of response – this means your answer is 
judged for its quality overall, not for how many different arguments you present.

Levels mark scheme
The following applies to all sections.

Levels Criteria Marks

4 A well-argued response, reasoned consideration of different points of view.
This means that a series of arguments are presented which are well explained as well 
as supported by relevant evidence/information. These arguments are logical in their 
presentation, so the examiner can see good sense in them and does not have to think 
about what may or may not be meant.

10–12

3 Reasoned consideration of different points of view.
This means that more than one point of view is presented. There are several 
arguments on each side, which are explained and supported by evidence/information. 
The examiner can see the relevance, but it is not as clearly obvious as in Level 4.

7–9

2 Reasoned consideration of a point of view.
This means that just one point of view has been argued, even if it is strongly 
supported by relevant evidence/information. The mark will increase depending on how 
many arguments are used in support.
OR
The answer has more than one point of view, but the supporting evidence for each is 
limited. There is only limited development of the arguments.

4–6

1 Point of view with reason(s) stated in support.
This means that a series of reasons are given to support one point of view. There is no 
development/explanation.

1–3

0 Nothing worthy of credit.
This means there is nothing right about this answer.

0

Answers might include:
Arguments in support of the view:

➤	 The Bible is the word of God so everything in it is true.
➤	 God is all powerful so even things we do not understand can be true.
➤	 God is beyond understanding so we should just accept the story as true.
➤	 If all Christians accept the creation is true it unites the faith.

Arguments supporting other views:

➤	 The story is not logical for the modern mind in terms of what we know now.
➤	 Because of what science tells us about the development of life, the creation cannot be true.
➤	 The story is a myth so it is the message that matters not the truth of how it happened.
➤	 Depends what is meant by ‘true’ – historically accurate or accurate in meaning.
➤	 We just do not know enough to accept that it is true – too long ago.
➤	 The Bible can mean different things to different people so it is not possible for all to believe the same 

things.
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