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Introduction
You can use these revision notes to revise for
AS- or A-level Religious Studies for AQA. Your
qualification is made up of two components:
l Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics
l Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues
(A-level), or Study of religion (AS-level).

These revision notes cover only Component 2. You
can use My Revision Notes AQA A-level Religious
Studies: Paper 1 Philosophy of religion and ethics to
revise for Component 1.

AS-level Component 2: Study of religion
Content

How the Assessment works

For Component 2, you will have studied one of
five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.

Component 2 is examined by one written exam,
which is 1 hour long.

These revision notes will help you to revise if you
studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will
have studied the following topics:
l Sources of wisdom and authority
l God
l Self, death and afterlife
l Good conduct and key moral principles
l Expressions of religious identity.

This paper consists of two compulsory two-part
questions.
l The first part of each question tests AO1 and is
worth 15 marks.
l The second part of each question tests AO2 and is
worth 15 marks.
l So the total maximum mark for the whole paper
is 60 marks.
This component represents 33 per cent of your
overall AS-level.

A-level Component 2: Study of religion and
dialogues
Content

Section A: Study of Christianity

For Component 2, you will have studied one of
five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.

This section contains two compulsory two-part
questions.
l The first part of each question tests AO1 and is
worth 10 marks.
l The second part of each question tests AO2 and is
worth 15 marks.
l So the total maximum mark for this section of the
paper is 50 marks.

These revision notes will help you to revise if you
studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will
have studied the following topics:
l Sources of wisdom and authority
l God
l Self, death and afterlife
l Good conduct and key moral principles
l Expressions of religious identity
l Christianity, gender and sexuality
l Christianity and science
l Christianity and the challenge of secularisation
l Christianity, migration and religious pluralism.

Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of
religion and Christianity
l You have to answer one unstructured synoptic
question from a choice of two.
l This question is worth 25 marks.
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Component 2 is examined by one written exam, which
is 3 hours long. This paper is split into three sections.
The total maximum mark for the whole paper is
100 marks.

vi

Section C: The dialogue between ethics and
Christianity
l You have to answer one unstructured synoptic
question from a choice of two.
l This question is worth 25 marks.
This component represents 50 per cent of your
overall A-level.
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1 Sources of wisdom and
authority
Introduction to the Bible
What is the Bible?
l
l
l
l
l
l

The word ‘Bible’ means ‘books’ and it is Christianity’s sacred text.
It is a collection of books that express beliefs about God and God’s
purposes for humanity and the rest of the created world.
The earliest writings date from early in the first millennium bce, but
some are based on oral traditions that are many centuries older.
The latest writings belong to the second century ce.
The Bible falls into two parts: the Old Testament and the New
Testament.
The books of the Old and New Testaments together form the Canon of
the Bible.

The Old Testament
l
l
l
l

The Old Testament contains the writings of the Jewish scriptures (the
Tenakh) though the order is different.
It was in fixed form by the first century bce.
Some of the writing is in prose but much is in poetry; it contains a
wide range of different types of literature.
There are four main parts:
The first five books are known as the Torah (‘law’) and they do
contain many law codes, e.g. the Ten Commandments, but they tell
the history of the origins of the Jews, starting with the creation of
the universe and ending with the death of Moses.
Historical writings that tell the history of the Jews from the conquest
of Canaan and ending in the period of Persian rule in the fifth
century bce.
The prophetic books contain the insights of individuals into God’s
purposes for Israel.
Wisdom literature covers a wide range of themes and types of
writing. It includes an examination of the suffering of the innocent,
erotic love poetry and a commentary on life that is at times cynical
and agnostic.

The New Testament
l

The New Testament contains Christian writings that date mainly from
the first century.
It reached fixed form by the fourth century ce.
There are four main parts:
The Gospels contain the good news about Jesus, recounting his
ministry, passion (suffering and death) and resurrection.
The Acts of the Apostles is a history of the early Church.
The Epistles are letters written mainly to Christian communities to
give guidance on belief and lifestyle.
The Book of Revelation uses graphic imagery to describe the Last
Judgement.

Testament means
‘covenant’/‘agreement’.
Canon of the Bible refers
to those books believed
by the leaders of the
early Christian Church to
be inspired by God and
therefore authoritative.
Old Testament refers to the
covenant that God made with
Israel on Mt Sinai through
Moses.
New Testament refers to the
covenant made by God with
humanity through the death
of Jesus.

Now test yourself
1 What beliefs overall do
the books of the Bible
contain?
2 What is the meaning of the
word ‘Testament’?
3 What are the four
main parts of the Old
Testament?
4 What are the four
main parts of the New
Testament?
5 What is meant by the
phrase ‘the Canon of the
Bible’?
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Section A: Study of Christianity

The nature and authority of the
Bible
Conservative approaches
Evangelical Protestants
Many evangelical Protestants hold whvat is called a fundamentalist view
of the nature and authority of the Bible. They believe:
l The Bible is the infallible word of God; it contains no mistakes of any
kind.
l The authors were directly inspired by God.
l Apparent contradictions in content are due to the limitations of the
human intellect, i.e. they are not real contradictions.
l When it comes to the Genesis story of creation, there are different
approaches among fundamentalists, but all agree that the account given
is true.
Those known as young earth creationists have a literalist approach to
the Bible and reject any theories that contradict the literal meaning
of Genesis 1.
Those known as old earth creationists regard Genesis 1 as giving a
scientifically correct account of the origins of the universe; they do
not adopt a literalist approach.

Exam tip
There are many differing
views on the nature and
authority of the Bible among
Christians and the labels
attached to each of these
views vary. What actual label
you use does not matter as
much as your ability to show
that you understand the
differences in understanding
among Christians.
Key quotation
All Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in
righteousness.
2 Timothy 3:16

Two fundamentalist approaches to Genesis 1
Old earth creationist
Young earth creationist
l Creation occurred about 6,000 years ago (using
l Acceptance of scientific dating of universe, i.e.
Bible genealogies)
circa 13.8 billion years ago
l Literalist understanding of the text
l Not literalist, e.g. Hebrew word for day has more
l Creation in six days means literally six days
than one meaning
l Creation of every species is a separate act of
l Creation in six epochs/stages
creation
l Acceptance within limits of Darwinian evolution
l Humans essentially different from animals
l Humans a ‘special’ creation, i.e. different from
l Scientific theories rejected as products of limited
animals
and mistaken human intelligence
l Genesis 1 and modern science compatible, e.g.
l Some say that fossil evidence was planted by God
‘let there be light’ refers to the Big Bang and the
to make the earth look old and test faith
six ‘days’ match the six stages of the evolution of
the cosmos according to scientific thinking

Catholic views
l
l

The Bible is inspired by God, but was written by human beings.
The inspiration, i.e. the way in which it is the word of God, relates to
the Bible as a whole rather than to each word or verse.
They distinguish between the key messages in the Bible regarding
salvation, which they believe are without error, and the accounts of the
individual authors who were products of their time and culture, and
need to be understood in that context.
Genesis 1 was never intended as a scientific or factual account of the
origins of the universe; the author used the genre of myth to convey
truths about the nature of God as creator and the nature of humanity
and of the created world.
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Guidance in interpreting the Bible comes from Tradition and the
Magisterium, as well as the use of the individual’s informed conscience
and reason.
Key quotation
The Bible is not meant to convey precise historical information or
scientific findings to us. Moreover, the authors were children of their
time. Their forms of expression are influenced by the sometimes
inadequate cultural images of the world around them. Nevertheless,
everything that man must know about God and the way of his salvation
is found with infallible certainty in Sacred Scripture.
Dei Verbum

Tradition refers to
teachings, customs and
practices of the Church
passed down through the
centuries and seen as equal
in importance to the Bible.
Magisterium refers to
the teaching authority of
the Pope and bishops who
preserve and interpret the
Bible and Tradition.

Neo-orthodox approaches
Neo-orthodox approaches are based on the arguments of philosophers
like Karl Barth.

1 Sources of wisdom and authority

l

Karl Barth (1886–1968)
Karl Barth was a Swiss Protestant theologian who believed that the Bible:
l is not the word of God but it contains the word of God
l is the way through which humans may experience God, realising their
need for forgiveness and divine mercy shown through Jesus
l is not inerrant with respect to science, history and religion, as its
writers were products of their time and subject to limitations of
intellect.

Liberal approaches
This term covers a wide range of approaches:
l Some believe that those who wrote the texts were guided by God.
l Others believe that the Bible is an entirely human document,
consisting of what the writers believed about God and his purposes for
the world.
l What individual authors wrote was a product of the culture and age
in which each of them lived and of their particular temperament and
outlook on life.
l The Bible is not inspired, but it may be inspiring to individuals, e.g.
Jesus’ statement in Matthew 26:52 that those who draw the sword
will die by the sword may inspire some Christians to adopt a pacifist
approach to war.
l The Sea of Faith Network, which includes Christians with very liberal
views, claims that faith is a purely human creation, so the Bible has no
authority other than any that an individual might choose to give it.
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1 How is the Catholic view of the Bible as the word of God different
from that of Evangelical Protestants?
2 What is the key difference between young earth and old earth
creationist approaches to Genesis 1?
3 What did Karl Barth say about the Bible as the word of God?
4 Give three ways in which liberal Christians understand the nature of
the Bible.
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Section A: Study of Christianity

The authority of the Church
Outline history of the Church
l
l
l
l
l

l

l

After his resurrection Jesus gave the Apostles authority to lead the
Church.
The Apostles passed on their authority to new leaders (bishops) and
this transmission of authority continued down the centuries.
It became known as the Apostolic Succession.
In Western Europe, the Bishop of Rome (known as the Pope) was the
leader of the Church and everyone had to obey him.
In the sixteenth century, many Christians rebelled against the Pope’s
authority and they became known as Protestants (because they
protested against the established Church).
From the sixteenth century, there were two main Christian traditions
in Western Europe:
the Catholic Church, led by the Pope
the Protestant Church, which consists of many different
denominations.
One of the key areas of disagreement between the traditions related to
the authority given to the Bible and the authority given to the Church.

Exam tip
You need to understand
the different views on the
authority of the Church in
relation to the authority of
the Bible that are found in
the Catholic and Protestant
traditions. For this, it
helps to have an outline
knowledge of the history
of the western Church
from its beginnings in
the first century ce to the
Reformation in the sixteenth
century.

Outline of the two different views of the
authority of the Bible and the Church
Protestant view

Catholic view

Sola scriptura: the Bible alone has authority

Bible and Tradition are equal in status

Believers interpret what it says to them in their
situation through prayer and in the light of their
conscience

The Magisterium (the teaching authority of the
Church) is the guardian and interpreter of both the
Bible and Tradition.

Reformation refers to the split in the Church that occurred in the sixteenth century when individuals and
groups protested against what they believed to be wrong teaching and corrupt practice in the Catholic Church.
The Apostles (from the Greek word that means ‘sent out’) were the disciples chosen by Jesus to be
with him in his ministry and to continue his work after Jesus’ resurrection. A wider group of Christians,
including Paul, were also called apostles.
Bishops in the Catholic Church derive their authority from the Apostolic Succession. They are in charge
of a group of parishes in a geographical location known as a diocese.
The Apostolic Succession refers to the idea that the Apostles passed on their authority to the bishops
whom they appointed to succeed them. This passing on of authority from bishops to bishops has
continued down the centuries.
The Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church and Catholics believe that the Pope’s authority can be
traced back in a direct line to Peter.
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Sola scriptura means ‘Scripture alone’, which is the view of the Protestant denominations.
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Key quotation

Martin Luther (1483–1546)
Sola scriptura: the Bible is the only source of religious authority.
Christians should not say that some parts are true and others are false.
The Bible gives the standard of measurement for deciding on the truth
of Church teachings.
Without the Bible, there would be no Church.
This precedence of the Bible over the Church is illustrated in Luther’s
belief that salvation comes through faith, not through the institutions of the
Church and that all Christians have equal access to God through prayer.
This belief is known as ‘the priesthood of all believers’ and comes from
the New Testament.

l
l
l
l
l

l

Baptists are evangelical Christians, but most are not fundamentalist.
They combine the sola scriptura approach (special revelation) with the
use by the individual of reason and conscience (general revelation).
The New Testament takes priority over the Old Testament and as
the inspired word of God, it provides the standard by which all other
teachings should be assessed.
They reject the authority of the Church as an institution, i.e. of
religious tradition, creeds, etc.

l
l

l

The Catholic Church
The Gospel was passed on in two ways that are equal in status because
both were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
The Bible was passed on in written form by the Apostles and other
inspired religious teachers.
Once the Bible gained its fixed form, it could neither be added to nor
taken away from.
Tradition was passed on in oral form (and eventually written down) by
the Apostles. This is known as the Apostolic Tradition.
It is always in agreement with what is contained in the Bible, though it
may contain truths not found in the Bible.
It is a living form of the truth in that it is added to by new insights, e.g.
ethical teachings on bio-medical issues.
The passing on and interpretation of the Bible and Tradition are
overseen by the Magisterium.
It receives the authority from God to give an interpretation of both the
Bible and Tradition that is authentic, and its teachings must be obeyed.

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

A Skevington Wood,
Captive to the Word

Key quotation
You are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood.

The Baptist Church
l

Let us not change the Word
of God; we ourselves should
be changed through the
Word … It is by the standard
of Scripture that the believer
is enabled to measure all
other teaching.

1 Peter 2:9

1 Sources of wisdom and authority

The Protestant Churches

Special revelation refers to
the way in which God makes
himself known in specific
ways/times. The Bible
and religious experiences
are two forms of special
revelation.
General revelation refers to
the way in which God makes
himself known to people
through nature, reason and
conscience, for instance.
The knowledge of God that
may be obtained in this way
is available to all people at
all times.
Magisterium refers to the
teaching authority of the
Catholic Church, consisting
of the Pope and bishops.

Magisterium

Key quotation
We find the true faith in Sacred Scripture and in the living Tradition of
the Church.
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Bible

Tradition

Now test yourself

1
2
3
4
5

What is the Catholic view of the status of the Church in relation to the Bible?
What do Catholics mean by the Apostolic Succession?
To what does the term Magisterium refer?
What do Protestant Christians mean by sola scriptura?
How did Martin Luther explain the relationship between the Bible and the Church?

AQA A-level Religious Studies: Paper 2 Study of Christianity and Dialogues

9781510425880.indb 5

5

01/03/18 8:11 AM

Section A: Study of Christianity

The authority of Jesus
Summary of the two different views about the
authority of Jesus
Jesus’ authority as God’s authority:
l based on the claim that Jesus was God incarnate.
Jesus’ authority as only human:
l based on the claim that Jesus was not divine.
Exam tip
These two ways of understanding the nature of Jesus’ authority
are not so much denominationally based as based on different
understandings of the authority and reliability of the Gospels and on
interpretation of the text.

Jesus’ authority as God’s authority
This is the traditional view as stated in the Nicene Creed and is the
official view of almost all Churches. It is based on an acceptance of New
Testament claims about Jesus as true.
l According to the Gospels, Jesus claimed to have divine authority.
l That authority was seen in
his teaching
the miracles attributed to him
the titles used by and of Jesus, e.g. Son of God, Messiah, Son of
Man.
Key quotations
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

God incarnate states the
belief that Jesus is God in
human form; ‘incarnate’
means ‘in flesh’.
Messiah is a title meaning
‘anointed one’ that was used
for Jewish kings, indicating
that they were chosen by
God and so were sons of
God; Christians believe that
Jesus was the Messiah.

Matthew 28:18

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify
you. For you granted him authority over all people …
John 17:1–2

Key quotation

Jesus’ divine authority seen in his teaching
On one occasion, according to Mark, those who heard Jesus teach were
amazed both by what he said and the manner in which he taught. They
were used to their religious teachers giving instruction that was based on
teachings from previous religious teachers. Jesus, however, taught in a
new, direct and original way. He taught with authority, and those who
believed in him were convinced that his authority came from God.

The people were amazed
at his teaching, because
he taught them as one who
had authority, not as the
teachers of the law.
Mark 1:22

Key quotation
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Jesus’ divine authority seen in his healing

The emphasis in the story of Jesus healing the centurion’s servant is on
the amazing faith of the Roman centurion who recognised the absolute
authority of Jesus over healing, comparing it to his own authority over
the soldiers under him. In the same way that just one word was enough
for instant obedience, so Jesus needed only to say the word for healing to
take place. But the story also shows that Jesus had a unique authority.

6

Lord, don’t trouble yourself
… But say the word, and my
servant will be healed. For
I myself am a man under
authority, with soldiers
under me.

Luke 7:6–8
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In the Old Testament, this title was used of kings.
l The phrase ‘son of ’ means ‘ref lecting the nature of ’/‘like’.
l Kings were thought to have been adopted by God at their accession.
l They were meant to ref lect God’s justice and mercy in their rule.
l By the time of Jesus, it was linked with the title of ‘Messiah’, which
also included the idea of being chosen by God to rule on his behalf.
In the New Testament, the title indicates Jesus’ unique divine authority.
l At the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is referred to as the Son of
God and he is said to be ‘my beloved Son’ in the visions at his baptism
and transfiguration.
Key quotation
Jesus said, ‘All things have been committed to me by my Father. No
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son …

1 Sources of wisdom and authority

Jesus as Son of God

Matthew 11:27

Jesus as Son of Man
In the Old Testament, this was a very ambiguous term.
l It could mean ‘I’, a human being, a representative of humanity or a
supernatural figure bringing God’s judgement.
It was Jesus’ preferred title for himself.
Its ambiguity made it less likely that he would be thought of as a power
figure and potential revolutionary.
l He used it to describe his role as the ‘suffering servant’ spoken of in the
Old Testament and to his God-given authority both in the present and
the future.
l

Key quotations
I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins.
Mark 2:10

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.
Mark 10:45

… you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One …
Mark 14:62
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Section A: Study of Christianity

Jesus’ authority as only human
Two groups of Christians take this view:
l Small groups in the early centuries of the Church and in more recent
times who interpret texts in a different way from the majority of
Christians.
l Liberal Christians who reject any idea of divine inspiration underlying
the Bible.

Adoptionism
l
l

The belief that Jesus was not divine by nature.
God ‘adopted’ him as his ‘son’ at the baptism (Mark 1:9–11) in the
same way as kings in ancient Israel were thought to be chosen by God
as his earthly representatives.

Unitarianism
l
l
l

This denomination, still in existence, was founded in the eighteenth
century.
It adopts a deist view of the creation of the world, i.e. God created the
world but then had no further connection with it.
Jesus was just a spiritual leader so his teachings may contain useful
insights, but there is no idea of divine authority attaching to them.

Liberal Christian views
l
l

l

l
l
l

The Gospels were products of several decades of thinking about the
significance of Jesus’ life and teaching.
Jesus’ teaching and the stories associated with him had been passed
down by word of mouth and would have been altered and even
exaggerated in the telling.
This process can be seen in the Gospels themselves, e.g. in the differing
accounts of the calming of the storm that are found in the first three
Gospels.
The inf luence of Greek philosophy and mystery religions led to the
human Jesus being transformed into a divine figure.
This is reinforced by the outlook of modern science, which rejects the
possibility of miracles.
Jesus, then, was a human being like all other humans, though his
deeply spiritual nature gave his teaching authority.

Adoptionism was the belief
held by some Christians in
the early Church that Jesus
was not divine by nature, but
was adopted by God at his
baptism.
Unitarianism is a small
Christian denomination that
rejects belief in the divinity
of Jesus.
Deist refers to the view that
God did not have any further
relationship with the world
after creating it; deism’s
belief in God is founded on
reason and nature.
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l

l

Those who see Jesus’ authority as God’s authority will feel they should
obey his teaching, but that may not be as simple as it seems; some of his
teaching seems to be totally impractical and counter-intuitive.
Those who regard Jesus’ authority as only human are free to decide for
themselves whether or not they should follow his teaching.

Christian understandings of Jesus’ teaching on
retaliation and love for enemies (Matthew 5: 38–48)

As in his
parables, Jesus
was using exaggeration
to make the very practical
point that desire for revenge
and harbouring hatred impact
negatively on the person
concerned. The willingness to try
to forgive and show love is
essential if those who have
been hurt are to
move on.

Jesus intended his
disciples to be pacifists.
Rejecting all violence and
whatever the provocation or
the hurt caused, Christians
must go against all their
natural instincts and
show unconditional
acceptance of
everyone.

1 Sources of wisdom and authority

Christian responses to the teaching of Jesus

Jesus used violence when he
overturned merchants’ tables in
the Temple so he did not
intend his disciples to
be pacifist.

Matthew
5:38–48

Jesus was stating an
ideal, though realising
that it was virtually impossible
to put into practice.
It was a standard to
aim for.
Jesus’ teaching made
sense for those living
under Roman occupation,
when active resistance
was dealt with ruthlessly.
However, that was
teaching for a specific
situation and
historical age.

Jesus was talking about
attitudes towards others
in everyday life and he was
encouraging an attitude
that sought peace and love
rather than revenge
and hatred.
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Section A: Study of Christianity

Jesus as a role model
Whatever their view of the nature of Jesus’ authority, all Christians see
him as a role model.
l They believe that they should seek to emulate his life of self-giving
love, which ref lected his teaching that the two greatest commandments
were love of God and love of neighbour.
l Many non-Christians, such as Gandhi, have been inspired by the
teaching and example of Jesus.

Pacifists reject any use of
violence; Christian pacifists
may base their beliefs on
texts such as Matthew 5:
38–42.

Now test yourself
1
2
3
4
5

Which two titles are used in the Gospels to refer to Jesus’ divine authority?
What do Unitarians believe about the authority of Jesus?
Why do some liberal Christians believe that Jesus’ authority was only human?
Give three ways in which Christians interpret Jesus’ teaching to ‘turn the other cheek’.
What overall attitude do Christians have to the life and teaching of Jesus?

Exam practice: AS-level
1 a Explain the beliefs of one Christian tradition about the authority of the Bible.
b ‘The Bible is inspired by God.’ Assess this view.
2 a Explain how Catholic views about the authority of the Church might influence
the lives of ordinary Catholics.
b ‘The Church is the most important source of authority for twenty-first century
Christians.’ Assess this view.
3 a Explain why many Christians believe that Jesus’ authority was God’s authority.
b ‘Jesus teaching in Matthew 5:33–48 is impossible to follow.’ Assess this view.

[15 marks]
[15 marks]
[15 marks]
[15 marks]
[15 marks]
[15 marks]

Exam practice: A-level
1 a
b
2 a
b

Examine two different Christian views concerning the nature of the Bible.
‘The Bible is inspired by God.’ Evaluate this claim.
Examine different Christian views on the authority of the Church.
‘The Church is the most important source of authority for twenty-first
century Christians.’ Evaluate this claim.
3 a Examine how their belief that Jesus’ authority was God’s authority influences
the attitude of some Christians to his teaching.
b ‘The teaching of Jesus in Matthew 5:33–48 about turning the other cheek makes sense
only if Jesus intended it as an ideal.’ Evaluate this claim.

[15 marks]
[15 marks]
[10 marks]
[15 marks]
[10 marks]
[15 marks]
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