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1
The two creation accounts in the book of Genesis are different in style 
and content. Most Biblical scholars accept that they were written by two 
different authors or groups of authors. 

These two accounts are sometimes seen as parts of the same story that 
work together. The first account gives a bigger picture of creation, while 
the second account fills in some details. Others see them as separate 
attempts to address the same big questions about creation.

Throughout the next two sections you are going to build up a set of 
notes. You are going to annotate the scripture and create a key to 
organise your notes.

 The first creation account in the Bible ends: ‘And God saw everything that he 
had made and indeed it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31).

Who wrote this first account of creation?
Remember that one of the important things for Catholics to consider 
when reading scripture in the literal sense is the human author. Each 
human author of scripture will bring something of themselves to the 
writing. They will have been influenced by things such as their situation, 
experiences and culture. 

The different styles of writing in the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, 
Exodus Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) have led scholars to believe 
there are several sources of writing which have been pulled together. 
One of the sources is called the priestly source or ‘P’. This is because it 
focuses on the role of priests and priestly matters such as religious laws, 
shrines and rituals. The first creation account in Genesis is thought to 
come from P. 

The creation accounts in Genesis

1.3

Think
What do you already know about 
what the Bible says about how the 
world was created? 

?

1 Find Genesis 1-2:4 in your 
Bible. Read it through twice. 
The first time, just read the 
passage. The second time 
you read it, make a note 
of the order of events in 
this account.

Task: Understand

Think
What do you notice about the way 
that this first account of creation 
is written? 

?

Key wordsKey words
Biblical scholars – AQ text to 
follow
anthropomorphic – AQ text to 
follow
orally – AQ text to follow
priest – ordained minister in the 
Catholic Church
rituals – AQ text to follow
shrines – AQ text to follow
sources – AQ text to follow
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What is P’s approach?
This is a very organised piece of writing. This has led many scholars to 
believe that it was first written as a poem or a hymn and that, before it 
was a written part of scripture, it had been passed on orally. At the start 
of this account, nothing exists. Then phrases and a pattern of writing 
repeats, describing how the entire universe is created 
in six days until God rests on the sabbath. 

The author of this account uses the word ‘Eloihim’, 
meaning ‘God’. The first creation account is written 
from a cosmic perspective – God is in the heavens 
looking down on the earth he is creating. God is 
shown to be transcendent (see page xx). In this 
context this means he is above, and independent 
from, the universe and not under its limitations like the 
rest of creation. Think of all the laws of the universe 
that apply to humans – they don’t apply to God! 
For example, unlike a person, God does not need 
ingredients or materials to create something. 

Source of the second creation account 
The second creation account is found in Genesis 
2:5-25. The source for this account is called ‘J’ 
because the writer uses the word ‘Yahweh’ for God 
(‘Jahweh’ in German). This account is in a different 
style to Genesis 1 – it is a narrative story. In this 
account, the earth already exists as a barren place. 
The story is then a vivid and imaginative story of 
how the rest of creation comes to be. It also contains 
examples of tensions such as ‘it is not good for man to 
be alone’ (Genesis 1:18) and resolutions to these such 
as the creation of Eve (Genesis 1:20-22).

In this story, God displays different characteristics to 
those in the first account. Catholics believe that this 
shows different aspects of what God is like. It shows 
an anthropomorphic image of God. This means that 
God is shown with human characteristics: God uses 
his ‘hands’ and ‘walks’ and ‘talks’ with Adam. This 
reveals that God has a personal relationship with 
human beings.

In the first creation account, the quality used to 
describe God was ‘transcendence’. This second 
account doesn’t show God’s transcendence; the 
quality given to God in this account is ‘immanence’ 
(see page xx). This means he is present in the physical 
world and accessible to humans in many ways.

2 In your Bible, read Genesis 2:5-25 once through 
and then read it again, making notes in a table 
under these headings: 

Similarities with 
Genesis 1-2:4

Differences from 
Genesis 1-2:4

Creation?

Humans?

God?

Task: Understand

3 Contrast the two authors of the creation 
accounts in Genesis. Highlight the statements 
below in two different colours or create a table 
to show which apply to P and which apply to J. 

Poem or hymn Human 
perspective

Uses Elohim for 
God 

Cosmic/heavenly 
perspective of 
creation

Anthropomorphic 
image of God

Emphasis on 
God as divine

Uses Yahweh for 
God 

Written as a story God is 
immanent 

God is 
transcendent

Sacred author is 
known as P or 
Priestly source

Sacred author 
is known as J or 
Yahwist source

Extension
4 Add detail to the information in the boxes to 

explain the difference between the style and 
emphasis of the two sacred authors. Give 
examples from the two accounts to show 
the differences. 

Task: Understand

347069_01_Spirit_and_Life_KS3_BK1_Ch01.indd   19347069_01_Spirit_and_Life_KS3_BK1_Ch01.indd   19 03/05/2022   13:0303/05/2022   13:03

DRAFT



20

1

What the 
creation accounts 
teach Catholics?

God created everything 
except for himself.

God created 
everything ex nihilo.

God is eternal – 
he has always and 
will always exist.

God is 
omnipotent.

What God created 
was good.

There is only 
one God.

God sustains 
his creation.

 What do the creation accounts 
teach us?

Remember, when Catholics read the creation accounts, they do not read 
them literally. Instead, they read them as a symbolic story that tells them 
important things about God, creation and human beings. Look at the 
summary diagram before reading the details!

What do the creation accounts teach Catholics 
about God? 1.4

Think
What do you think the author of the 
first creation account (P) wants to 
tell readers about God?

?

God the creator
The first creation account in Genesis reveals some important beliefs 
about God. some of these are found in just the first sentence. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

God gave a beginning to all 
that exists outside himself.

All that exists depends on 
the God who created it.

The Hebrew word for create is ‘Bara’ which is 
closer to ‘put into order’ than ‘to build’. He uses 
his power to bring order to the universe. ‘Bara’ is 
only ever used when it is God who is creating. 
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On page xx you saw how one of the things Catholics believe about God 
is that nothing existed before he created the universe, only God. He 
created the universe ex nihilo – ‘out of nothing’. God doesn’t require 
materials to create like humans do. Nothing exists that was not called 
into being by God. This is linked to another of God’s qualities, that he 
has no end and he had no beginning – he is eternal. When people ask 
the question ‘so, who made God?’ when thinking about creation, they 
haven’t understood that no one made God as there was never a time 
when God didn’t exist.

The reader is told that God commanded the universe to come into 
existence. He repeatedly uses the words ‘let there be’. At his command, 
things come to exist! This shows that God is omnipotent – ‘all-powerful’. 
In this account, creation is not hard work for God. 

Differences from other creation myths
Unlike other creation myths at the time, the Genesis creation accounts 
showed that there was only one God (not the Sun god or planetary gods, 
for example). This is called monotheism. 

Genesis also emphasises the goodness of God’s creation. In the other 
myths there was destruction and chaos that led to creation. The Genesis 
account is in opposition to this. What God creates is wholly good. ‘And 
God saw that it was good’ (Genesis 1:10). The universe God created is 
originally in harmony.

1 Now you are going to annotate the first creation account. Get six 
coloured pens ready and find parts of the first creation account 
that support the Catholic beliefs that God:
• brings order to creation
• is omnipotent
• created the world ex nihilo 

• is transcendent
• is eternal
• created a good world. 

  Highlight them in different colours and create a key.  
(Note: They might overlap!)

2 In pairs, explain to your partner why you chose those extracts and 
listen to their explanation too.

3 Explain what Catholics can learn about God from the first creation 
account. Use the key words you have learnt in your answer and 
support it with evidence from the Catechism and Genesis 1:1-27.

Task: Understand

God the sustainer 
Remember, Catholics do not believe that God created the world and 
then stepped back. They believe that he is a sustainer. If something is 
sustained or sustainable, it means it can carry on. God continues to keep 
the universe in existence. 

Everything that exists depends on God and continues 
in being only because God wills it to be. (YouCat 44)

Key wordsKey words
eternal – everlasting
monotheism – the belief that there 
is only one God
omnipotent – all-powerful

4 ‘Did God make the world and 
then step back, leaving us 
to it?’

  How would a Catholic 
respond to this view?

Task: Understand
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1
Artwork inspired by creation 

1.10
Many artworks have been inspired by the creation accounts in Genesis. 
There is a bigger version of the image on this page at the start of this 
branch (see page xx).

Think 
What do you notice about this piece 
of art? 
What questions do you have 
about it? 
What do you like or dislike about it? 

?

 Creation frontispiece for St John’s Bible by Donald Jackson

There are seven columns 
that represent the seven 
days of creation. 

The vertical gold line represents the 
moment that God commanded ‘let there 
be light’. The golden squares expand 
and increase in number from the first 
day to the seventh day, representing 
God bringing order to creation.

The third column represents day 
three and uses satellite images from 
the Nile delta to show the day that 
water and land were separated. 

The fourth column shows the 
heavens filled with stars and 
planets with lines to imply 
movement, which shows 
how days and seasons are 
marked. 

The fifth column 
demonstrates the 
teeming mass of life 
within the oceans and 
birds in the sky. 

The sixth column uses aboriginal rock paintings 
from Australia and Africa to show the creation of 
human beings. Did you notice the snake included 
here as a symbol of what is to come? The hunter 
with the bow is the woman. The volcano in the 
background demonstrates the unpredictable and 
sometimes dangerous nature of human existence. 

The seventh day 
is completely gold, 
showing the simplicity 
of the sabbath, a day 
totally given over to 
God, the creator.

The raven flying across 
is the traditional carrier 
of God’s message to 
St Benedict.

The Hebrew letters on day one 
say ‘tohu wabohu’, which means 
‘chaos’. It shows fragmented 
shapes exploding out of nothing.

1 Which Catholic beliefs 
about creation do you see 
represented in this artwork? 
Use the specialist language 
that you have learnt in this 
branch in your answer. 
For example:
In the first column, the 
artist shows God creating ex 
nihilo by ... 

Task: Understand
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2 Were all your questions answered about this 
piece of art? If not, try to answer them yourself.

3 Think about what this piece of art tells us about 
God and his creation. How might it inspire you 
to think or act differently towards creation? Give 
examples in your answer and explain why.

Task: Respond

4 Explain what you think 
Sieger Köder wanted to 
communicate about creation 
in this window.

5 Compare and contrast how 
the two pieces of artwork 
convey Catholic beliefs by 
answering the following 
questions:
a What Catholic beliefs are 

shown in one that aren’t in 
the other?

b Which piece of art 
expresses Catholic beliefs 
about Creation the best? 
Give reasons for your 
answer.

Task: Understand

6 What do you think is the right 
way to behave towards the 
environment? Give reasons 
for your answer that support 
your beliefs. 

Task: Respond

 The Story of Creation by Sieger Köder
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