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iiiOCR GCSE (9–1) Religious Studies

Get the most from this book
Everyone has to decide his or her own revision 
strategy, but it is essential to review your work, 
learn it and test your understanding. These Revision 
Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, 
topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone 
of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – 
personalise your notes and check your progress by 
ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress
Use the revision planner on pages iv and vi to plan 
your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when 
you have:

●● revised and understood a topic
●● tested yourself
●● practised the exam questions and gone online 
to check your answers and complete the quick 
quizzes.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking 
off each topic heading in the book. You may find it 
helpful to add your own notes as you work through 
each topic.

Features to help you succeed

Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to 
help you polish your exam technique in order to 
maximise your chances in the exam. The summaries 
provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the 
first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the 
back of the book.

Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are 
provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in 
bold throughout the book.

Key quotes

Quotations from key sources are provided to aid 
your understanding of important concepts.

Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. 
Use them to consolidate your revision and practise 
your exam skills.

Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam 
questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/
myrevisionnotes
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OCR GCSE (9–1) RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Christianity

1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings
  1  Topic 1.1.1 The nature of God     
  2  Topic 1.1.2 The concept of God as a Trinity of persons     
  3  Topic 1.1.3 Biblical accounts of creation     
  4  Topic 1.1.4 The role and purpose of human beings     
  5  Topic 1.1.5 Different and divergent interpretations of  

the Genesis creation story     
  6  Topic 1.1.6 The problem of evil and suffering and a  

loving and righteous God      
  7  Topic 1.1.7 Jesus Christ     
  8  Topic 1.1.8 The role and importance of Jesus’ teachings  

and life as an example for Christians      
  9  Topic 1.1.9 Christian love and beliefs about Jesus     
10  Topic 1.1.10 The Christian ideal as expressed in  

Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount      
12  Topic 1.1.11 The incarnation, resurrection and ascension     
14  Topic 1.1.12 The concept of salvation     
16  Topic 1.1.13 Eschatological beliefs      
18  Exam practice     

1.2 Christianity: Practices
19  Topic 1.2.1 Worship     
21  Topic 1.2.2 Sacraments     
23  Topic 1.2.3 Prayer     
25  Topic 1.2.4 The role and importance of pilgrimage  

to Christians     
27  Topic 1.2.5 The role and importance of celebrations  

to Christians     
29  Topic 1.2.6 The role of the church in the local community  

and living practices     
32  Topic 1.2.7 Mission     
33  Topic 1.2.8 The role of the church in the wider world     
35  Exam practice     

Islam

2.1 Islam: Beliefs and teachings
36  Topic 2.1.1 Core beliefs     
37  Topic 2.1.2 Tawhid      
38  Topic 2.1.3 Belief in Imams     

39  Topic 2.1.4 Belief in divine justice     
39  Topic 2.1.5 Prophethood (risalah)     
40  Topic 2.1.6 The role and importance of the prophets     
42  Topic 2.1.7 Muhammad       
44  Topic 2.1.8 Books – Kutub     
45  Topic 2.1.9 Angels (malaikah)     
46  Topic 2.1.10 Eschatological beliefs and teachings     
48  Topic 2.1.11 Life after death – Akhirah     
50  Exam practice     

2.2 Islam: Practices
51  Topic 2.2.1 Public acts of worship – shahadah     
52  Topic 2.2.2 Public acts of worship – salah     
54  Topic 2.2.3 Private acts of worship     
55  Topic 2.2.4 Zakah     
56  Topic 2.2.5 Sawm      
57  Topic 2.2.6 Hajj     
59  Topic 2.2.7 Id-ul-Adha     
60  Topic 2.2.8 Id-ul-Fitr     
61  Topic 2.2.9 Id-ul-Ghadeer     
62  Topic 2.2.10 Ashura      
63  Topic 2.2.11 Jihad     
64  Exam practice     

Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world  
from a Christian perspective

3 Relationships and families
65  Topic 3.1 The role and purpose of families     
66  Topic 3.2 Marriage     
68  Topic 3.3 Other types of sexual relationships     
70  Topic 3.4 Contraception     
71  Topic 3.5 When relationships end     
72  Topic 3.6 Roles of men and women     
74  Topic 3.7 Equality     
75  Topic 3.8 Gender prejudice and discrimination     
76  Exam practice     
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Now test yourself answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

Exam practice
Christianity: Beliefs and teachings
Below is a range of example questions that could be on an exam paper for this topic. 

Check back in the revision guide to help you mark the 3-point answers. Check the marking grids used by 
the examiners for questions that are worth 6 or more marks (see page XX).

Work through all of these questions to help strengthen your knowledge and exam technique while 
revising. 
1 Describe what is meant by the Fall. [3]
2 What do Christians mean when they describe God as immanent? [3]
3 Describe the role of the Word in creation. [3]
4 Outline the significance to Christians of Jesus as Saviour. [3]
5 What do Christians mean by Parousia? [3]
6 Explain why Jesus’ teachings are so important to Christians. [6]
7 Explain Christian beliefs about death and judgement. [6]
8 Explain how Christians understand the role of Christ in salvation. [6]
9 ‘All Christians ought to understand that the story of creation in Genesis is a myth.’ Discuss this 

statement. In your answer, you should: 
 � analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views 

within Christianity
 � refer to sources of wisdom and authority. [15]

10 ‘Free will explains why there is evil and suffering in the world today.’ Discuss this statement. In your 
answer, you should: 

 � analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views 
within Christianity

 � refer to sources of wisdom and authority. [15]

Exam tip

Did you know that on 3-mark questions you get awarded marks for any 
combination of relevant statements that show correct knowledge, or 
the development of a statement, or the use of a relevant example?

To get higher marks on the 6- or 15-mark questions, make sure you 
include different viewpoints from within Christianity. Also take care to 
include links to relevant sources of wisdom or authority. For example, 
include key quotes from the Bible.

Section 1.2 Christianity: 
Practices

Topic 1.2.1 Worship
Worship is a word used by religious people to describe how they feel and 
act towards God. In worship they show their adoration, love, honour and 
respect towards God. Christians also believe that through worship God 
communicates in some way with the believer.

There are three basic forms of communal worship: liturgical, non-
liturgical and charismatic. These forms of worship affect the structure 
of a church service. In addition, many Christians will spend time in 
individual worship.

Liturgical worship
Liturgical worship uses set patterns for services. In this form of service 
the congregation responds to the person or people leading the service 
by reading set words from a service sheet or book. The service and 
many of the things that are said and done are the same every time the 
congregation meets for worship. 

The Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church and the Church of 
England use liturgical worship. 

For some Christians, the familiarity of the service and the words can help 
them ref lect more deeply about the meaning and significance. 

The symbolic use of colour is important in both the Church of England 
and the Catholic Church and it is tied in with the church year, during 
which different parts of Jesus’ life and work are remembered. 

Liturgies celebrated during the different seasons of the liturgical year have 
distinctive music and specific readings, prayers, and rituals. 

Non-liturgical services
Non-liturgical worship is more spontaneous and has little pre-organised 
structure. There will be a person known as the minister who leads the 
service, but anyone in the congregation might be invited to pray, choose 
a hymn or reading, and preach the sermon. 

This form of worship is most common in Protestant and non-conformist 
churches, for example Baptist, United Reformed or Presbyterian churches.

For these Christians, a less formal kind of worship ensures they do not 
become stuck in a kind of worship ‘rut’, always saying or doing the same 
things without thinking what they really mean. 

The focus of these services helps to reinforce the importance of the Bible 
as the authoritative word of God. 

The sermon will be the focus of the service and will help the 
congregation understand the message of the Bible, the word of God and 
its application to their daily lives.

Liturgical worship A form 
of worship where the 
congregation responds to the 
person or people leading the 
service by reading set words 
from a service sheet or book.

Non-liturgical worship A 
more spontaneous form of 
worship with little 
pre-organisation.

Congregation A group of 
Christians meeting for 
worship.

Exam tip

In the Beliefs and Teachings & Practices Part e) and Philosophy 
& Ethics part d), you need to show the ability to weigh arguments, 
comment on views and come to some kind of general conclusion in a 
discussion of the focus of the stimulus. There is no need to express a 
separate personal view. 

You can however comment on the views you are discussing and refer 
briefly to your own position on the issue if you have one. Be careful not 
to get hung on your own viewpoint. 
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OCR GCSE (9–1) RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Christianity

1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings
  1  Topic 1.1.1 The nature of God     
  2  Topic 1.1.2 The concept of God as a Trinity of persons     
  3  Topic 1.1.3 Biblical accounts of creation     
  4  Topic 1.1.4 The role and purpose of human beings     
  5  Topic 1.1.5 Different and divergent interpretations of  

the Genesis creation story     
  6  Topic 1.1.6 The problem of evil and suffering and a  

loving and righteous God      
  7  Topic 1.1.7 Jesus Christ     
  8  Topic 1.1.8 The role and importance of Jesus’ teachings  

and life as an example for Christians      
  9  Topic 1.1.9 Christian love and beliefs about Jesus     
10  Topic 1.1.10 The Christian ideal as expressed in  

Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount      
12  Topic 1.1.11 The incarnation, resurrection and ascension     
14  Topic 1.1.12 The concept of salvation     
16  Topic 1.1.13 Eschatological beliefs      
18  Exam practice     

1.2 Christianity: Practices
19  Topic 1.2.1 Worship     
21  Topic 1.2.2 Sacraments     
23  Topic 1.2.3 Prayer     
25  Topic 1.2.4 The role and importance of pilgrimage  

to Christians     
27  Topic 1.2.5 The role and importance of celebrations  

to Christians     
29  Topic 1.2.6 The role of the church in the local community  

and living practices     
32  Topic 1.2.7 Mission     
33  Topic 1.2.8 The role of the church in the wider world     
35  Exam practice     

Islam

2.1 Islam: Beliefs and teachings
36  Topic 2.1.1 Core beliefs     
37  Topic 2.1.2 Tawhid      
38  Topic 2.1.3 Belief in Imams     
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39  Topic 2.1.4 Belief in divine justice     
39  Topic 2.1.5 Prophethood (risalah)     
40  Topic 2.1.6 The role and importance of the prophets     
42  Topic 2.1.7 Muhammad       
44  Topic 2.1.8 Books – Kutub     
45  Topic 2.1.9 Angels (malaikah)     
46  Topic 2.1.10 Eschatological beliefs and teachings     
48  Topic 2.1.11 Life after death – Akhirah     
50  Exam practice     

2.2 Islam: Practices
51  Topic 2.2.1 Public acts of worship – shahadah     
52  Topic 2.2.2 Public acts of worship – salah     
54  Topic 2.2.3 Private acts of worship     
55  Topic 2.2.4 Zakah     
56  Topic 2.2.5 Sawm      
57  Topic 2.2.6 Hajj     
59  Topic 2.2.7 Id-ul-Adha     
60  Topic 2.2.8 Id-ul-Fitr     
61  Topic 2.2.9 Id-ul-Ghadeer     
62  Topic 2.2.10 Ashura      
63  Topic 2.2.11 Jihad     
64  Exam practice     

Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world  
from a Christian perspective

3 Relationships and families
65  Topic 3.1 The role and purpose of families     
66  Topic 3.2 Marriage     
68  Topic 3.3 Other types of sexual relationships     
70  Topic 3.4 Contraception     
71  Topic 3.5 When relationships end     
72  Topic 3.6 Roles of men and women     
74  Topic 3.7 Equality     
75  Topic 3.8 Gender prejudice and discrimination     
76  Exam practice     
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4 The existence of God
  77 Topic 4.1 Christian understandings of God     
  79 Topic 4.2 Christian beliefs and views on God as good     
  81 Topic 4.3 God and human suffering     
  82 Topic 4.4 The design argument     
  82 Topic 4.5 The first cause argument     
  83 Topic 4.6 The moral argument     
  84 Topic 4.7 God revealed through the Bible     
  85 Topic 4.8 God revealed through Jesus Christ     
  85 Topic 4.9 God revealed through miracles     
  86 Topic 4.10 God revealed through other people     
  87 Topic 4.11 Forms of religious experience     
  89 Exam practice     

5 Religion, peace and conflict 
  90 Topic 5.1 Violence     
  91 Topic 5.2 Terrorism     
  92 Topic 5.3 Just war and holy war     
  94  Topic 5.4 Christian attitudes to warfare     
  95 Topic 5.5 Pacifism and working for peace     
  96  Topic 5.6 Forgiveness and reconciliation      
  97 Topic 5.7 Social justice     
  98 Exam practice     

6 Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs  
and attitudes
  99 Topic 6.1 Christianity in Britain     
100 Topic 6.2 Religion in public life     
102 Topic 6.3 Secularisation     
104 Topic 6.4 Clashes between religion, tradition and  

secular law     
109 Topic 6.5 Christian attitudes towards each other  

and other groups     
111  Topic 6.6 Inter-faith dialogue     
112  Topic 6.7 Christianity and non-religious world views     
113  Topic 6.8 Potential areas of disagreement and difference  

between Christianity and atheism, agnosticism,  
humanism and secularism     

114  Exam practice     

Now test yourself answers at
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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Section 1.1 Christianity: 
Beliefs and teachings

Topic 1.1.1 The nature of God
Christians believe the followin g about the nature of God:

●● Christianity is a monotheistic religion because it teaches that there is 
only one God. 

●● This God is eternal, which means that God is outside of time, he is 
without a beginning or end.

●● He is omniscient, knowing everything. He is able to see the whole of 
time past, the present and the future. 

●● Existing outside of time and space means that he is transcendent, that is 
to say he is above all created things.

●● God is also immanent, acting in human history throughout all ages. 
●● In acting in this way God is able to demonstrate his benevolence 
towards humans as well as, at times, his judgement. 

●● Christians understand God to be personal. In the Bible God is often 
shown to be in a relationship with people through prayer, visions and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

●● God is omnipotent; he is all powerful. This means he can do anything 
logically possible within his nature.

●● Christians believe that God’s perfect nature and omniscience ensure 
that he is a fair and righteous judge of humans. 

●● God sees all that humans do, say and think. He has set rules and provided 
a perfect example of godly living when he came into the world as Jesus. 

Although all Christians believe God has these characteristics, different 
groups of Christians emphasise some more than others. For example, 
the characteristic of God as judge was strongly favoured by the Church 
in the 14th and 15th centuries. In recent times, the forgiving and loving 
characteristics of God are emphasised in some Protestant denominations.

Now test yourself
1  What does monotheistic mean?
2  Give three characteristics of God.
3  Describe what it is that Christians believe about God’s nature that makes him a fair judge.
4  How do Christians believe God has provided a perfect example of godly living?

Key quotes

These key quotes can help you describe how Christians view the nature of God:
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.’ (John 3:16–18)
‘You shall have no other gods before me … You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 
anything … You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God … Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 
it holy.’ (Exodus 20:3–8)

Monotheistic Believing in 
one God.

Omniscient All-knowing.

Immanent Present with 
people.

Benevolence Loving.

Omnipotent All-powerful.

Exam tip

Make sure you can use the 
correct terms to describe 
the nature of God – for 
example, transcendent, 
omniscient and eternal.
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Topic 1.1.2 The concept of God as 
a Trinity of persons
Most Christians believe that the Bible presents God as a Holy Trinity, 
being one God but having three distinct persons: the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.

●● Each of the persons is God and there is only one God. 
●● Each person of the Trinity is distinct.
●● All persons of the Trinity are equal – they have the perfect, complete 
relationship.

●● Each person in the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – fulfils a 
different role. 

●● The Father is often referred to simply as God, and Christians identify 
the Son as Jesus. 

●● Both God the Father and the Holy Spirit are unseen, while Christians 
believe that Jesus, the Son, was the human form of God who lived on 
Earth over 2,000 years ago and then returned to heaven.

There are some denominations that think the belief in the Trinity leads 
to the idea that there is more than one God and puts the monotheism of 
Christianity in danger. They see it as going against the second of the Ten 
Commandments in Exodus 20:3. 

Unitarians such as the Christadelphians do not believe in the Trinity.

Key quotes

These key quotes will help you describe how Christians view the 
concept of God as a Trinity of persons:

‘And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you.’ (John 14:16–17)

‘In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage;

rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death –

even death on a cross!’ (Philippians 2:5–8)

Holy Trinity The concept of 
the three persons (Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit) as one God.

Exam tip

Make sure you are familiar 
with the teachings in the 
Nicene Creed and The 
Apostles’ Creed.

Now test yourself
1  What is the Holy Trinity?
2  State three Christian 

beliefs about the Trinity.
3  State two Christian 

denominations that do not 
believe in the Trinity.

4  What reasons do some 
Christians have for not 
believing in the Trinity?

5  Describe how Philippians 
2:5–8 and John 14:16–17 
can be used to support 
the Christian belief in the 
Trinity.
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Topic 1.1.3 Biblical accounts of 
creation
In the Bible, God is shown to be the one who brings the world into 
existence. While there are different interpretations of the creation stories 
in the Bible, all Christians agree that God caused the universe to exist.

The role of God the Father as creator in Genesis
At the start of the Genesis account of creation, God brings order to chaos. 
By speaking aloud, God then brings all things into existence, starting 
with light itself. Over six days, through the power of his word the earth 
takes form and is filled with plants and creatures. 

Everything in creation demonstrates God’s power and purpose. All that 
God creates is described as ‘good’ and once creation is completed God 
describes it as ‘very good’. 

God also names parts of nature, for example, ‘God called the dry land 
“Earth”’ (Genesis 1:10). This shows God’s authority over creation.

The final part of God’s creation in Genesis 1 is the creation of humans. 
Humanity, unlike any other part of creation, is made in the image of God.

The role of the Spirit in Genesis 1 and 2
In Genesis 1 the Spirit is present, ‘hovering over the waters’. This image 
of the Spirit ‘hovering’ is meant to give the same idea as a bird sitting 
over a nest of eggs, caring for them to bring them into life. In the same 
way, the Spirit is preparing to bring life into the world.

When God created Adam, Genesis 2 describes how God ‘breathed into 
his [Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life’. This description of how God 
brought Adam to life by his breath can also be translated as spirit. This 
shows God’s unique relationship with humanity.

The role of the Word in Creation (John 1)
In John 1 the title given to the Son of God is ‘the Word’. The Word 
is present with God before the world is created, and the Word is God. 
Through the Word life is given to all things, and without him there 
would be no life.

The Word becomes f lesh when he is incarnated as Jesus and lives on Earth.

Now test yourself
1  Describe the way in which God creates in Genesis 1.
2  How is the creation of humans different to the way God creates the rest of the world?
3  Which passage in the Bible describes the role of the Word in creation?
4  What is the role of the Spirit in creation?
5  State one reason why the role of the Father, the Spirit and the Word in creation is important to 

Christians.

Exam tip

You must be familiar with 
Genesis 1 and 2 as well as 
John 1.
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Section 2.1 Islam: Beliefs and 
teachings

Topic 2.1.1 Core beliefs
In the Sunni tradition of Islam there are Six Articles of Faith:
1 Tawhid: this includes Muslim beliefs about Allah and the supremacy of 

Allah’s will.
2 Beliefs about angels of Allah.
3 Beliefs about the books of Allah.
4 Beliefs about the messengers of Allah – the rasul.
5 Akhirah and the Day of Judgement.
6 Al’Qadr (predestination).

Belief in these six articles is called Iman. These articles are believed to 
have been revealed by Allah.

The Usul ad-Din are the five principles of the Shi’a tradition of Islam:
1 Belief in Oneness and Unity of Allah: Al-Tawhid.
2 Belief in Divine Justice: Al-Adl.
3 Belief in Prophethood: Al-Nubuwah.
4 Belief in Imams: Al-Imamah.
5 Belief in the Day of Resurrection: Al-Ma’ad.

Sunni and Shi’a traditions share a belief in the oneness of Allah, 
prophethood and the Day of Judgement.

Sunni and Shi’a traditions disagree over the leadership of the faith 
(Al-Imamah) and belief in divine justice (Al-Adl).

The core beliefs are of upmost importance to Muslims because through 
them they are able to understand all that Allah wants them to know about 
him. Through this they are then able to worship Allah by relying on his 
words sent through the prophets.

The core beliefs also give Muslims a sense of their own place before Allah 
and an understanding of life after death.

Now test yourself
1  What are the six articles of faith in the Sunni tradition?
2  What is belief in these six articles called?
3  What does Usul ad-Din mean?
4  How do the Shi’a core beliefs differ from this?

Key quotes

‘Righteous is he who believes in Allah and the Last Day and the Angels 
and the Scriptures and the Prophet.’ (Surah 2:177)

‘Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He did 
not give birth nor was he born; and there is none like Him.’ (Surah 112)

Tawhid The oneness of Allah.

Rasul Prophet.

Akhirah Belief in life after 
death.

Iman Belief in the six 
Articles of Faith within the 
Sunni tradition.

Usul ad-Din Principles of 
faith in Shi’a Islam.

Exam tip

Make sure you are able to 
explain both the six principles 
for Sunni Islam and the Usul 
ad-Din in the Shi’a tradition. 
Be clear not just on what 
they are but why they are 
important to Muslims.
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Topic 2.1.2 Tawhid 
Tawhid is the most important of all Islamic beliefs and is shared by both 
Sunni and Shi’a Muslims. It is the belief that Allah is The One God, he 
alone created the earth and he alone sustains it. 

Key Muslim beliefs about Allah are:
●● He is infinite – as The One God he is without beginning or end, he 
was not created and nor can he be destroyed.

●● He is omnipotent and omniscient – Allah created the whole universe, 
controls everything in it and will one day bring the world to an end. 
He sees all creation.

●● He is merciful and benevolent – he helps humans by sending 
messengers in the form of the prophets to help people understand how 
to live a life following his will. 

●● He is transcendent but also immanent.
●● He is fair and just – Muslims believe that this life is a test for what will 
happen to them after death. 

The effect of Tawhid on the lives of believers
Muslims give their whole lives completely to the will of Allah, seeking 
to become his servant and living in obedience to his commands. They 
believe that Allah knows everything so they will try not to sin.

Tawhid enables the believer to understand that everything they have is by 
the will of Allah; they are completely dependent upon him. 

Muslims demonstrate a humble attitude as there is nothing that they can 
do without the kindness of Allah. There is no reason to be boastful; to do 
so would be sinful. 

Knowing that Allah is the ultimate provider can enable a Muslim to be 
content with their life. 

Muslims believe that even the time of their death is set by Allah, so they 
have nothing to fear – whatever happens is his will. 

Placing anything above Allah is idolatry and it is considered the worst of 
all sins. It is called shirk. Muslims would consider followers of polytheistic 
religions to be committing shirk by placing other things equal with Allah.

The belief in Tawhid means that Muslims think the Christian 
understanding of God as the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is 
completely wrong in seeing God as three persons rather than one. 

Some Sunnis believe that Shi’a Muslims do not fully believe in Tawhid. 
This is because Shi’a Muslims believe in the twelve Imams who have 
special characteristics and are often seen as semi-divine.

Key quotes

‘God has not taken to 
Himself any son, nor is 
there any god with Him.’ 
(Surah 23:91)

‘In the name of God, 
the Merciful, the 
Compassionate. Say (O 
Muhammad) He is God the 
One God, the Everlasting 
Refuge, who has not 
begotten, nor has been 
begotten, and equal to Him 
is not anyone.’ (Surah 112)

‘God is the Creator of 
everything. He is the 
guardian over everything. 
Unto Him belong the keys of 
the heavens and the earth.’ 
(Surah 39:62, 63)

Now test yourself
1  What is Tawhid?
2  List three Muslim beliefs about Allah.
3  Give three ways that belief in Tawhid will affect a believer.
4  Which Qur’an quote demonstrates that Allah is the creator of all things?
5  What characteristics of Allah are described in Surah 112?
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Topic 2.1.3 Belief in Imams
Sunni and Shi’a traditions are divided based on a disagreement over who 
should have been Muhammad’s  rightful successor after his death.

After Muhammad’s death the majority of Muslims agreed that Abu 
Bakr should be the first Caliph. Abu Bakr was from the same tribe, the 
Quraysh, as Muhammad .

After Abu’s death Umar was appointed as the next Caliph and Uthman 
followed after him. Ali, the son of Muhammad’s  uncle, was the fourth 
Caliph appointed.

The minority of Muslims believed that Ali should have been the first 
Caliph instead of Abu Bakr. Ali had been the first male convert to Islam 
and was part of Muhammad’s  family. For this reason Shi’a Muslims do 
not acknowledge the three Caliphs before Ali.

Al-Imamah
This is the Shi’a belief in the twelve Imams chosen by Allah, all of whom 
were direct descendants of Muhammad , beginning with Ali. The 
Imams are believed to be infallible and inspired by Allah. Their role was 
to preserve the religion of Islam.

Shi’a Muslims believe that the Imamah is protected by Allah from 
committing any sin, and this keeps the religion true and pure.

The Imams interpreted the Muslim (Shari’ah) law that was told to 
Muhammad  by Allah.

The first eleven Imams were martyred. The twelfth is believed to be still 
living but in occultation, waiting to reappear at a time appointed by Allah. 
Shi’a believe there will be many signs before the twelfth Imam is sent back 
as Messiah and one of these signs will be the Second Coming of Jesus.

The Imamate is chosen by Allah, another revelation of his supremacy 
and authority. The existence of the Imamate, originating from Allah, is 
further evidence of Tawhid, his oneness and unity.

The guidance and instructions provided through the Imamate are of 
Allah himself. All of this comes from him and is to cause his followers to 
rightly worship him in all aspects of their lives.

Key quote

‘And We made them leaders (Imams) who guide (people) by Our 
command, and We revealed to them the doing of good and the 
establishing of salah, and giving of zakah (charity) and they were 
worshippers of Us (alone).’ (Surah 21:73)

Now test yourself
1  Who was the first Caliph appointed after the death of Muhammad  ?
2  How many Caliphs were there before Ali?
3  Why do Shi’a Muslims not recognise those appointed before Ali?
4  What is the role of the Imamah?
5  State what Shi’a Muslims believe about the twelfth Imam.

Caliph Successor to 
Muhammad  .

Imam Successor of 
Muhammad   (in the Shi’a 
tradition).

Infallible Without error.

Occultation The Shi’a belief 
that the twelfth Imam is still 
living but hidden, waiting 
to reappear at Allah’s 
appointed time. When he 
reappears he will come as 
a Messiah to bring justice, 
peace and co-existence at 
the end of the world.

9781510409767.indb   38 10/21/17   1:54 AM

Copyright: sample material



39

To
pi

c 
2.

1.
4 

B
el

ie
f i

n 
di

vi
ne

 ju
st

ic
e

OCR GCSE (9–1) Religious Studies

Topic 2.1.4 Belief in divine justice
All Muslims believe that Allah is just, but for Shi’a Muslims divine justice 
is one of the Usul ad-Din. Shi’a Muslims believe that:

●● there is an objective framework of right and wrong
●● Allah is perfect and always acts in a way that is right
●● humans are able to use their reasoning to work out what is the right 
way to act

●● humans should use their free will to act in the right way
●● at the Day of Judgement Allah will judge people according to this 
moral framework

●● Allah will send the righteous to heaven and the wicked to hell
●● there is no such thing as predestination – humans have free will, 
which is why Allah can judge them.

The Sunni response
Sunni Muslims question these beliefs. They argue that there is no 
objective right or wrong. Everything Allah does is right simply because 
he does it.

They do believe in predestination.

Topic 2.1.5 Prophethood (risalah)
Risalah, or prophethood, is the means of communication between Allah 
and humans. 

●● A prophet is a messenger, chosen by Allah to teach, guide and train 
people to follow him. 

●● The messengers of Allah are themselves human and they are not to be 
worshipped. 

●● Through them Allah calls all people to worship him alone.
●● They give guidance on how to follow Allah and live in a way that pleases him. 
●● Every prophet is of equal status – none is more significant or important 
than any other.

●● The messengers have been sent to every nation at various times so that 
people can be brought back to follow Allah’s will.

The first prophet was Adam. Sunni Muslims believe that Muhammad 
was the final prophet. He is referred to in the Qur’an as the ‘seal of the 
Prophets’ (Surah 33:41). It is through Muhammad  that the Qu’ran was 
revealed.

Key quote

The following key quote can be used to discuss the Muslim belief of 
risalah:

‘And for every nation is a messenger. So when their messenger 
comes, it will be judged between them in justice, and they will not be 
wronged’ (Surah 10:47)

Predestination The belief 
that all events have been 
willed by Allah.

Risalah Communication 
between Allah and man in 
the form of books, angels 
and prophets.

Now test yourself
1  State the way in which 

Allah always acts.
2  What should humans use 

in order to act in the right 
way?

3  Give one reason that Shi’a 
Muslims have for rejecting 
predestination.

4  According to Sunni 
Muslims, what makes all 
that Allah does good?

5  Do Sunni Muslims accept 
or reject predestination?

Now test yourself
1  What is risalah?
2  Name three rasul.
3  What are rasul chosen by 

Allah to do?
4  Why must they not be 

worshipped?
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Exam practice

Islam: Practices
Below is a range of example questions that could be on an exam paper for this topic. 

Check back in the revision guide to help you mark the 3-point answers. Check the marking grids used by 
the examiners for questions that are worth 6 or more marks (see pages vii–xiii).

Work through all of these questions to help strengthen your knowledge and exam technique while revising.
 1  State three things that a Muslim will do during hajj.  [3]
 2  Name three Muslim festivals.  [3]
 3  Describe how Muslims celebrate Id-ul-Adha.  [3]
 4  Outline the Muslim belief in greater jihad.  [3]
 5  Why is shahadah important to Muslims?  [3]
 6  Describe the effect of sawm on Muslim believers.  [3]
 7  Explain the importance of zakah to Muslims.  [6]
 8  Explain how and why Muslims pray.  [6]
 9  ‘The most important aspect of zakah is using it to care for the poor and needy.’ Discuss this 

statement. In your answer, you should: 
●● analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views 

within Islam
●● refer to sources of wisdom and authority.  [15]

10  ‘Prayer at Arafat during hajj is the most significant time during the whole pilgrimage.’ Discuss this 
statement. In your answer, you should: 

●● analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views 
within Islam

●● refer to sources of wisdom and authority.  [15]

Exam tip

3 mark responses – all papers

You might be asked to describe one view or attitude. You must stick to 
that view or attitude and develop it. A second different view will not be 
credited. 

If you are asked for three things, only the first three you write down 
will be marked. A correct fourth thing will be ignored even if only two 
others you have given are correct. 
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Section 5 Religion, peace  
and conflict

Topic 5.1 Violence
Violence is present in the Bible from the very beginning when Cain 
murders Abel. It is from Cain’s own sinful heart that violence comes, and 
God condemns it and punishes him. 

Murder is forbidden, as it says in Exodus 20:13, where the sixth 
Commandment is given: ‘You shall not murder.’ Furthermore, in Exodus 
21:15–18, attacking, kidnapping and hitting with a fist or a stone are 
condemned and punishments laid out for each offence. 

However, in other parts of the Old Testament, God condones the use of 
violence within the context of wars. These wars, fought by the Israelites, 
are ordered by God. The wars are either to claim or to protect the land 
that God has promised to them. However, these calls to war are set in the 
context of looking forward to a time of peace.

Many Christians interpret these events in the Old Testament as giving 
justification for war to defend peoples and nations. They argue that 
war in such circumstances may be the only way left to help establish a 
peaceful resolution.

In the New Testament Jesus speaks of the peacemakers being blessed in 
the Sermon on the Mount. In the same passage he teaches his followers to 
love their enemies, to pray for those who persecute them and to turn the 
other cheek in response to violence.

Some Christians believe that Jesus’ teaching makes it wrong to use 
violence in any context, so they would always look for peaceful solutions.

Now test yourself
1  How does the relationship between Cain and Abel show the first use of violence?
2  What does Exodus 21:15–18 teach about the use of violence?
3  What causes some Christians to believe that the use of violence in war to defend people and nations is 

acceptable?
4  Give a reason why some Christians believe that it is wrong for Christians to be involved in politics.
5  State the way in which Christianity is involved in politics in the UK.

Key quotes

You can use the following key quotes as a way to discuss the Christian view on violence:

‘Prepare for war! Rouse the warriors! Let all fighting men draw near and attack.’ (Joel 3:9)

‘Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God 
made mankind.’ (Genesis 9:6)

‘Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 
as a matter of conscience.’ (Romans 13:5)
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Topic 5.2 Terrorism
Causes of terrorism 
Often those involved in terrorism feel that there is 
no alternative. They believe that:

●● their actions have the potential to force change
●● their use of terror is an appropriate response to the 
given situation or opposition. 

Terrorist groups develop over time and there are 
always several contributing factors. These may 
include social reasons such as the marginalisation 
of minority groups. Such groups may receive fewer 

rights or feel that their culture is being attacked 
and destroyed.

For some terrorist organisations it is their fight for 
independence or international recognition and land 
that causes them to use violence. There may also be 
religious reasons for terrorism. 

When religious freedoms are violated some 
extremists choose to use violence in an effort to 
address the issue.

Different Christian attitudes towards terrorism 
All mainstream Christian churches believe that the 
use of hatred, terror and violence by Christians is 
not appropriate for finding solutions in any situation. 

●● The Catholic Church accepts that sometimes a 
just war is an appropriate response to terrorism. 

●● The Church of England accepts the use of lethal 
force as a last resort in dealing with terrorists. 

The Church believes that creating stronger 
communities will help to combat some of the causes 
of terrorism.

The relationship between Christians and politics
Some Christians argue that it is wrong to get 
involved in politics. They believe that God is 
sovereign and can be trusted. Others argue that 
there is a moral obligation for them to be involved 
in politics. They believe it is important to stay 
informed about government decisions and to speak 
up if there appears to be any form of injustice. 

Voting is part of each Christian’s involvement in 
politics in the UK. Christians will seek to use their 
right to vote in a way that best fits with Christian 
values. Many of these Christians believe that by 
actively participating in politics, even standing as an 
MP is a way to serve God and effect change.

The Church of England is the state church in 
England. The monarch is the Supreme Governor of 
the Church and the Defender of the Faith. In this 
role the monarch promises to maintain the Church. 
The Monarch has to approve the appointment 
of archbishops, bishops and deans on the prime 
minister’s recommendation. 

The Church also has a role in law-making in Britain. 

In the House of Lords there are 26 bishops who 
make up the Lords Spiritual. They are there to bring 
a spiritual consideration to the secular process of law.

Now test yourself
1  State two beliefs that terrorists hold that cause them to act in the 

ways that they do.
2  State what mainstream Christian churches believe about terrorism.
3  What response does the Church of England accept as necessary as 

a last resort to dealing with terrorists?
4  How does the Church believe some of the causes of terrorism can 

be combatted?
Exam tip

In the exam you may be 
asked about the causes of 
terrorism. Make sure you 
have a clear understanding 
of the causes that allow 
terrorism to arise.

Key quote

The Catholic Catechism teaches, ‘Terrorism threatens, wounds, and 
kills indiscriminately; it is gravely against justice and charity’. (2297)

9781510409767.indb   91 10/21/17   1:54 AM

Copyright: sample material




