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 8.2 Diverse and conflicting values

Source 1 What do you value?

By the end of this lesson you will:
• understand and practise using different methods of 

making decisions
• respond to other people’s opinions about a range of 

current issues on which people have different views.
• put forward your own arguments about a range of current 

issues.

Values and actions
1 We live in a very busy society where some adults seem to have less 

time to give to family life. What do you think of the values of the 
parent in Source 1?

2 What value or values do you hold that make you act in a certain 
way?

Starter

In Source 1 the parent made a conscious decision to do something 
in a particular way; that is, spend more time with their family. Values 
affect the decisions we make. How often do we stop and think 
before making a decision?

I value my family – my 
children and my home  

life. I never bring work home 
with me and at weekends  

I devote all my time to  
family life.
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Source 2 Ways of making a decision

a Acting on impulse (what I feel like doing there and then).
b Considering the consequences (what might happen).
c Considering the effect it will have on others.
d Doing what everyone else does.
e Doing what my friends say.
f Going along with what’s easiest.
g Letting others decide for me.
h Talking it through with someone I trust.
i Trusting my feelings.

Core values
Is there a particular value that 
you would hold to, whatever 
the changing circumstances in 
your life?

Activity 3
Different values
1 In pairs, look at the statements in Source 3. Use the nine 

statements in Source 2 as a basis for coming to a conclusion 
about whether or not you agree with each.

2 In pairs, choose one of the statements and write a short speech 
explaining the view you hold and why.

Activity 2

Source 3 What’s your view?

A The death penalty should be reinstated for those taking the life of another person.
B Parents should be able to smack their children if they feel it is appropriate to do so.
C Those able to work who claim benefits should have to do volunteering work if they are unable to get a job.
D Parents of children who misbehave at school should be made to attend parenting classes.
E Students should be able to give grades to their teachers.

Deciding how to act
Look at Source 2.
1 How important would each of these approaches 

be in helping you arrive at a decision? Prioritise 
the different ways by putting them into a diamond 
nine as opposite.

2 Now discuss the following questions.
a Which are the most thoughtful decision-making options?
b Is it right to go along with others even if you don’t support what 

they plan to do?
c Should you let others make decisions for you?

Activity 1
  1
  2 3
 4 5 6
  7 8
  9 
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