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WORKBOOK ANSWERS 

AS/A-level English 
Literature Workbook: 
Skirrid Hill 

This Answers document provides suggestions for some of the answers that might be given for 

the questions asked in the Workbook. They are not exhaustive and other answers may be 

acceptable, but they are intended as a guide to give teachers and students feedback.
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1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers will vary. 

3 Suggested answers: 

● An epigraph may be used to respond to / align oneself with / react to a particular poem 

or poetic movement. 

● An epigraph can give a brief hint as to the content / style / inspiration of a collection. 

● An epigraph might be used as a kind of secular ‘invocation to the muse’. 

4 Suggested answers: 

● The epigraph suggests the complexity and interconnectedness of life. 

● The epigraph implies atheist or agnostic belief. 

5 Answers will vary. 
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‘Last Act’ 
1 Suggested answer: The poem might be written to a parent or a lover. 

2 Suggested answer: The lines suggest it might be the end of a relationship. 

3 Answers might include: 

Semantic field of (words related 
to) performance or culture 

speech, tongue, page, countdown, act, curtain, 
parts, wings, actor, spotlight 

Interesting verbs show, mouthing, failing, stacked, bowing 

Pronouns you, himself, my 

4 Suggested answers: 

(a) Suggests childhood or the aftermath of violence. 

(b) Suggests a sense of repetition or a feeling of irritation. 

(c) Suggests impending change or difficulty. 

(d) Suggests subservience, pride or finality. 

5 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Mametz Wood’ 
1 The battle took place as part of the First World War between the dates of 7 and 12 July 

1916, and formed part of the battle of the Somme. The main regiment involved on the 

Allied side was the 38th Welsh Division, including the 17th division and the 14th 

Swansea Battalion. Around 4000 men died or were wounded on the Allied side.  

2 Suggested answers: 

DANCE-
MACABRE 

A mythical dance of death often found in medieval art 

FOREIGN BODY An object that should not be there, often used as a medical term 

RELIC A religious artefact 

CHIT A small piece of paper 

MOSAIC Artwork or floor covering made up of small fragments of stone 

UNEARTHING To dig up or discover 

SENTINEL A watchman; to guard 
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3 Suggested answers: 

(a) The first stanza uses sibilance to evoke a sense of mourning. The long ‘s’ sounds in 

‘afterwards’ and ‘wasted’ create an elegiac tone. 

(b) The second stanza uses sharp plosive sounds to emphasise ideas of destruction and 

fragmentation. Onomatopoeia is used in ‘chit’ and ‘skull’ to mimic sounds of objects 

breaking. 

(c) The third stanza uses long vowel sounds to build a sense of apprehension and tension. 

‘Walk’ and ‘wood’ alliterate to emphasise an unnatural response. Not being able to ‘run’ 

suggests the inevitability of heavy losses. 

(d) The final stanza uses sibilance to evoke feelings of both peace and sadness. ‘Sung’, 

‘slipped’ and ‘tongues’ are sounds that indicate being finally at peace – fading out – and 

are in direct contrast to the violent sounds and circumstances of their deaths. 

4 Suggested answer: The first half might use more similes and metaphors to describe the 

alien nature of the pieces of bone, and to convey the emotional reaction to finding them - 

perhaps horror or shock. The second half is more literal as the narrator recognises the 

bones and imagines the people they once belonged to.  

5 Suggested answers: 

(a) A ‘chit’ is a fragment or piece of paper and suggests insignificance. 

(b) A ‘china plate’ is delicate, domestic and possibly feminine. 

(c) A ‘relic’ is religious and archaic. Now he sees they are people, he realises their worth 

and reveres them in a way the ‘chit’ wasn’t. 

(d) The ‘broken bird’s egg’ underlines the fragility of human life and perhaps suggests the 

animalistic nature of war. 

 

‘The Farrier’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers will vary, but probably masculine. 

3 

FLANK Horse’s side 

FETLOCK Joint in a horse’s leg 

BAY Brown horse 

FARRIER Someone who makes and attaches horseshoes to horses 

FROG Soft part under a horse’s foot 
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4 The = definite article 

5 Suggested answers: 

(a) Suggests an almost religious experience. It indicates trepidation – he is scared of her. 

(b) Builds up tension – possibly sexual tension? 

(c) Evokes guilt, fear and dominance. 

(d) Implies fear, pain and also expectation. 

(e) Gives an unexpectedly subservient and feminine image. This could suggest he is to be 

celebrated and not tamed. Or perhaps the marriage imagery is a way of showing 

submission. 

(f) Could be friendly or aggressive.  

6 Suggested answers: 

(a) ‘Like a man putting his shoulder to a knackered car’ is an unexpected colloquialism. 

Does it relieve tension? Or does it demean her? 

(b) ‘Excavating’ suggests a cold and scientific attitude, or that there is treasure to be 

revealed, 

7 Suggested answer: Sheers might have used enjambment to signal pauses, nervousness 

and tension and to organise different shifts in tone. 

8 Answers might include: 

(a) The romantic and sexual imagery used includes ‘romantic lead’, ‘bride’, ‘shoes’. 

The violent imagery used includes ‘pinches’, ‘twisting’, ‘catches’. 

(b) Images that are both romantic/sexual and violent include ‘slap and ‘waits’. They create 

an atmosphere of confrontation and fear. 

 

‘Inheritance’ 
1 (a) Answers might include: 

Mother: sensitivity, thoughtfulness, moral message 

Father: stammer, blink, love of landscape, conflict and contradiction 

(b) Answers will vary. 

2 Suggested answer: Thomas thinks about what he gained from various different sources, 

including family and country, and what he would like to pass one, whereas Sheers focuses in 

on his parents’ relationship. 
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3 Answers might include: 

A slight speech 
impediment 

‘a stammer / like a stick in the spokes of my speech’ 

What is the effect of the sibilance here? 

Note the use of monosyllables and the effect of the repeated ‘sp’ 
for onomatopoeia. 

A love of the 
landscape 

‘a need to have my bones near the hill’s bare stone’ 

Think about connotations of bones here. 

The rhyme of ‘bones’ and ‘stones’ links the body to the 
landscape, suggesting a deep connection with nature. Bones 
also connote skeletons and death, suggesting the narrator is 
mourning. 

Reverence for 
physical work and 
rural pursuits 

‘joiner’s lathe / turning fact into fable’ 

Why the archaic image of a joiner? A fable is a story with a 
moral message featuring an animal. How else is that applicable 
here? 

A joiner is a person who pieces things together. In this instance 
the joiner turns ‘facts’ into stories (as suggested by ‘fable’), 
suggesting that Sheers has inherited an old-fashioned craft from 
his mother - the ability to create stories. 

An internal 
conflict 

‘testing it under the years’ hard hammer’ 

This suggests relationships are under attack and become 
increasingly stronger and more complex. 

4 Suggested answer: The final stanza being shorter suggests the amalgamation of both 

people or might represent the less developed or aged persona of the poem. 

5 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Marking Time’ 
1 Suggested answers: 

The poem is a celebration of a couple’s 
irrepressible lust. 

The persona displays an unnerving 
and proprietorial tone towards the 
woman. 

‘our lust’, ‘we’ – pronouns show it is an act 
of two people 

‘still waters’ – celebrates her beauty and 
body at other times 

‘scar’ – emphasises permanence of 
damage 

‘brand’, ‘burn’ – suggest how animals are 
branded to show ownership 

 

2 Answers might include:  

(a) ‘laid us out’ and ‘time’ suggest time passing. 

(b) ‘volte’ suggests music. 
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3 Suggested answers: 

‘two tattered flags’ Proud image Could also suggest decaying and 
coming to an end. 

‘brand’ Caused by intense heat Could also hint at being animalistic. 

‘still waters’ Peaceful and idyllic Could also suggest threat beneath. 

4 Answers might include: ‘Valentine’, ‘Night Windows’, ‘Show’, ‘Winter Swans’, ‘Keyways’ 

  

‘Show’ 
1 Answers might include: 

• The plural in this section, ‘we’, shows this is about a group of people. Note the 

vulnerability of women and the predatory nature of spectators. 

• This section is celebrating the mesmerising beauty. It indicates an intimate moment 

between two people. 

2 Suggest answers might include: 

(a) At the pause: trepidation, apprehension 

As the next line begins: Women are vulnerable, natural, elegant. 

(b) At the pause: Is he leaving an argument or leaving her peacefully to finish her toilette? 

As the next line begins: The reader is reassured, they are going out together afterwards 

(argument resolved, if it happened?) 

(c) At the pause: vulnerable, state of undress 

As the next line begins: Her effect on him is mesmeric and powerful. 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) youth and fragility, birdlike, natural 

(b) her power and creativity, civilised 

4 Answers will vary, but both positions are defensible. 

 

‘Valentine’ 
1 Suggested answer: Sheers is suggesting that love is painful and unexpected. 
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2 Answers might include:  

IDEA TYPICALLY SUGGESTS SHEERS SUGGESTS 

Paris Romance Arguments 

Lover’s eyelashes Beauty, femininity, 
coquettishness or 
flirtatiousness 

Tears after argument 

High heels Female sexuality and being 
dressed up 

Torturous sound 

Couple in bed 
together 

Sex Arguing / breaking up, 
hugging 

 

3 Answers might include: 

● Glad to have resolved argument 

● Surprised to have argued 

● Sexual attraction 

● Deeper relationship established 

 

‘Winter Swans’ 
1 (a) Answers might include: royalty, peace, calm, purity 

(b) Answers will vary. 

(c) Answers will vary. 

(d) Answers will vary. 

2 Suggested answers: ‘Clouds’ imply a troubled relationship; ‘rain’ suggests tears. 

3 Suggested answers: ‘Skirted’ and ‘silent’ suggest an icy tone and detachment. 

4 Suggested answers: ‘Unison’ emphasises togetherness, whereas ‘rolling weight’ could 

imply pressure pushing the relationship under. 

5 Suggested answers: ‘Icebergs’ suggest disaster or natural beauty; ‘boats’ suggests 

resilience and positivity or buoyance.  

6 Suggested answers: The direct speech empowers his girlfriend, unusually in this 

collection. There is a simple and truthful tone.  

7 Suggested answers: ‘Hands swum’ implies their relationship is fated, and is outside their 

rational control. 

8 Answers will vary. 
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Practice examination essay  
Answers will vary. 

 

‘Night Windows’ 
1 The picture can be seen at www.moma.org/collection/works/79270. It shows a woman’s 

posterior through light windows at night. Curtains flutter, suggesting warm air and a hint of 

seduction. Her face is not seen. She is alone, maybe vulnerable? 

2 Answers will vary, but might include: ‘eventually every one of them went dark’ and ‘they 

could too’. 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) bare, focused, performance / spotlight 

(b) signalling, secrecy, conspiratorial 

(c) danger, adventure 

4 Answers might include: 

Celebratory: ‘impressionist’, ‘landscape’ 

Awkward: ‘they could too’, ‘tendon’ 

Realistic: ‘slick and valleyed’, ‘bulb bright’ 

Voyeuristic: ‘side-swipes of curtains’, ‘dark’ 

5 Answers might include: 

(a) Pun on ‘siren’, and ‘arching like a bow’ both suggest danger. 

(b) ‘Siren’; ‘lightning’ is a pathetic fallacy to suggest sudden destruction. 

(c) ‘Landscape’ is reminiscent of John Donne’s poetry on female body; ‘slick’ implies 

admiration. 

(d) ‘Impressionist’ art was revolutionary and is now seen as slightly abstracted and 

beautiful (think of Monet’s water lilies or Degas’ ballerinas). 

(e) ‘Sigh’ could indicate contentment or disappointment and also sexual fulfilment or 

unfulfillment. 
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‘Keyways’ 
1 Answers might include: 

Edentate Toothless 

Milling Altering a key from blank to specific 

Combinations Numerical code for access instead of a key 

Tumblers Mechanism inside lock 

Bolt Shape of key 

Blade Flat surface of key 

2 Answers might include: 

Edentate Toothless, harmless 

Milling Grinding something into small pieces 

Combinations Two things joined together 

Tumblers Glasses for drinking / acrobats / falling 

Bolt To run away 

Blade Like a knife 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) Reminiscing; sad at missed opportunities; aware of irony of getting a key at this point in 

relationship 

(b) Sublime; cerebral not physical; hints of wedding ceremony; the epitome of the 

relationship 

(c) Physical closeness but not entirely sexual; concern that she is ‘facing away’ and what 

that might suggest 

4 Answers might include: 

(a) ‘Presses’ suggests urgency, intensity, trying to hold the relationship together? 

(b) ‘Unison’ suggests togetherness, fond memory of their best time together, could have 

led to marriage? 

(c) ‘Home’ suggests domestic imagery; suggestion of marriage? 

5 Broadly, yes, this is an elegy. 

6 Answers will vary, but certainly there are many mournful poems, for example, about 

childhood (‘Border Country’), relationships (‘Four Movements in the Scale of Two’), Wales 

(‘Flag’). 
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‘Border Country’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers will vary. 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) memory, large; a ‘white elephant’ is an unspoken or awkward idea or truth 

(b) small, many of them, quick moving 

(c) Halloween faces 

(d) scavengers (like vultures in other countries), birds of prey 

(e) red, blood, remembrance 

(f)/(g) farming, domestic, many identical 

4 Answers might include: headstones, epitaphs, graveyard, pile-up, dying, black holes, 

names of the dead. 

5 Answers will vary, but might include: 

● The landscape seems smaller and reminds you of writing. 

● You felt grown up playing those games but had not thought of how many signified 

death. You did not fully understand the impact as a child. 

● buzzards, haunting 

 

‘Farther’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers will vary. 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Suggested answer: It gives a rushed and conversational style. It could imply 

breathlessness in walking up the hill, or enthusiasm and familiarity. 

5 Answers will vary, but these are some of more important quotations to consider: ‘grief / at 

the loss of his son to man’, ‘tipping in the scales of us’, ‘together against the view’, ‘I’m 

closer to you’. 
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6 Answers might include: 

DESCRIPTION/METAPHOR SUBJECT EFFECT 

‘its puzzle solved by moss’ The dry stone wall Reassurance of physical 
landscape 

‘altar’ Cave or rocks Religious overtones inspired 
by landscape 

‘the sound of a crowd sighing’ Sound of the stones shifting 
underfoot 

Irony – they are alone but 
imagines many people 

‘shock […] unrolled’ Seeing the landscape Romantic feeling of the 
sublime 

‘rubbed raw’ The intersection of sky and 
mountains on the horizon 

Suggests painful or unfinished 
quality of nature 

‘shallow handhold’ Hopeful feeling when thinking 
about his relationship with his 
father 

Ambiguous – hopeful but also 
tentative  

7 Quotations and synonyms will vary. 

(a) True 

(b) True 

(c) True 

(d) False 

(e) Possibly 

8 Answers will vary, but suggested quotation from ‘Inheritance’ is likely to be ‘need to have 

my bones near the hill’s bare stones’. 

 

‘Trees’ 
1 (a) Suggested answer: Oak trees symbolise age, wisdom and strength. They have 

historically been used for flooring, furniture and wine barrels. Oak trees appear a lot in 

myth and legend, with many instances including hiding King Charles. You can find 

more online. 

(b) Answers will vary. 
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2 Suggested answers, with notes: 

 The poem celebrates the planting 
of a new tree and the subsequent 
promise and hope of watching it 
grow in a landscape the persona 
holds dear. 

The persona realises with a shock the future 
death of his father, and the brief and 
ephemeral qualities of human life: the tree 
will outlast them both. 

A ‘planted trees for our arrivals’ – births 
of siblings 

‘I should have known’ 

B ‘some time’ – patience and surety ‘setting or rising’ – note pun on sun/son 

C ‘finger thick sapling’ – small and 
human qualities emphasised 

‘promise of what it will become’ – note modal 
verb ‘will’ 

3 Answers will vary, but probably a mixture of both to some degree. 

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Answers might include: giving the children a compass to live by; a reminder of him 

surrounded by his four children’s trees; hope for the future; declaring a permanent 

attachment to this particular land. 

 

‘Hedge School’ 
1 A hedge school is a name given to an educational practice in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries in places like Ireland. Lessons were usually held in barns because 

laws had been passed which made it illegal to teach because Catholic schools were 

banned. Hedge schools are often seen to represent learning and rebellion. In post-1945 

literature, the concept has been explored most thoroughly in ‘Translations’ by Brian 

Friel, a play in which the playwright examines ideas about Irish culture and colonisation. 

2 Suggested answer: Shears learns on his walk that he has the potential for dark thoughts 

and actions. 

3 Answers might include: 

Eating them straight away, one by one 

‘tightly packed as a nervous heart’ suggests youth and immaturity and maybe also adolescence 
and romantic awakening. 

‘cobwebbed and dusty’ suggests age and wisdom. 

Eating them in one handful 

‘coiled black pearl necklace’ implies wealth and value, as well as femininity and appreciation of 
luxury. 

‘sudden symphony’ implies culture in nature and the sublime. 

Squashing them in a fist 

‘dark he runs inside’ implies the hidden violence tendencies in himself, in men, or in all people. 
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4 Suggested answer: The ideas are very similar to Sheers’. The poem uses imagery of 

blood being squashed and talks of the soul being damaged by adult ideas, like greed or 

violence. 

5 Answers will vary. 

 

Practice examination essay 
Answers will vary. 

 

‘Joseph Jones’ 
1 Answers might include: 

(a) masculinity, ostentatious, 1950s culture (?), 1990s fashion, looks wet and youthful 

(b) possible sexual initiation rite slang, suggests a fighter pilot or badge 

(c) famous image of Marilyn Munroe in white dress lifting up 

(d) Kind of small, fast car in the 1980s 

2 Answers will vary, but could include egotistical, shallow, misogynistic. 

3 Suggested answers: 

POINT EXAMPLE ANALYSIS 

Sheers opens the poem with 
an emphatic statement in 
the first line. 

‘Of course I 
remember Joseph’ 

Use of name suggests 
importance of this one person 
but paradoxically also his 
anonymity and stereotypicality: 
Jones especially is a very 
common name in Wales. 

Sheers’ colloquial style is 
emphasised through the 
syntax, beginning sentences 
with verbs or conjunctions 
rather than articles, for 
example. 

‘Told us all’ 

‘How he would’ 

Omitting certain words in a 
sentence gives the effect that 
the speaker is reminiscing and 
listing ideas as he remembers 
them in an impressionistic style.  

The persona lists nouns 
without linking words – a 
technique called asyndeton.  

‘XR2 / late night 
fights’ 

In a rather poignant way, it 
seems as though the young 
man’s whole personality has 
been distilled into a few 
unremarkable details. 

Sheers’ use of pronouns 
emphasises at once both 
the specificity of the subject, 

‘he’, ‘Her’ The pronouns serve to 
emphasise the universality and 
youthfulness of the characters 
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Joseph Jones, and the 
universality of the ideas 
about what made him 
memorable. 

in the poem: although the poem 
is about one specific young 
man, the idea is created that 
every small town would have a 
similar character in each 
generation.  

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Suggested answers: 

JONES IS CELEBRATED QUOTATION JONES IS MOCKED 

Physically attractive and 
well groomed 

‘hair sheened with gel’ Artificial appearance and overly 
concerned with appearance 

Well groomed. Predatory 
image? 

‘air dead with scent’ Artificial appearance and overly 
concerned with appearance 

Myth suggests like a hero 
from ancient Greek stories 

‘small town myth’ Irony of small town diminishes 
his status: see syntax at start of 
noun phrase for emphasis 

 

‘Late Spring’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers might include: 

‘the made-to-purpose-tool, / heavy and steel-hard’ implies potential for violence and 

impulsive behaviour and reinforces stereotype of masculine work. 

‘two soaped beans into a delicate purse’ makes a more subtle point about gender and 

expectations. 

‘clenched fist’ implies potential for violence and impulsive behaviour. 

‘crown them’ suggests a patriarchal society. 

5 Suggested answers: 

 (a) ‘Late Spring’: A collective effort and handed down through generations. 

‘The Farrier’: Isolated and individual. About making something. 

Both poems: Masculinity is subtle and can encompass traditional female roles like 

seamstress or milkmaid. About control. 

(b) ‘Late Spring’: About agriculture and harvest. Can be soft and delicate. 

‘The Farrier’: Described through metaphor of one instance in time and one animal. 

Both poems: About humanity controlling nature. 
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‘The Equation’ 
1 Answers might include: 

Magic: ‘waving away’, ‘unfurling’, ‘hand’, ‘magician’, ‘tricks’ 

Maths and education: ‘teaching logarithms’, ‘blackboard’, ‘hieroglyphics’, ‘suit’ 

Nature and farming: ‘chicken sheds’, ‘overalls’, ‘bucket’, ‘grain’, ‘egg’ 

Senses: ‘sweet methane’, ‘flatten’, ‘unfurling’, ‘warm’ 

2 Suggested answers: 

‘LATE SPRING’ POINT OF COMPARISON ‘THE EQUATION’ 

‘feel like a man’ Admiring the grandfather ‘like a magician’ 

‘like a cello’ 

‘strange harvest’ 

‘crown them’ 

Strange comparisons and 
oxymoron 

‘hieroglyphics’ 

‘sail of grain’ 

‘hard orange o rings’ 

‘plastic bag’ 

‘catkins’ 

Reality versus illusions ‘tricks’ 

‘waving away’ 

‘did the tails too’ 

‘crown them’ 

The effect on the animals ‘sleeping weight of a hen’ 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Swallows’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers might include: collective, creative, darting, eternal, rapid, significant, swooping 

3 Suggested answers: 

(a) ‘Oxymoron? ‘Regeneration’ suggests ongoing but annual specifies yearly intervals. 

There is something magical about the swallows: they do not simply breed but live 

again. 

(b) ‘Seam’ suggests a join but, paradoxically, also a divide between generations in humans 

that is not evident in birds. Sheers admires nature more than people, perhaps.  

(c) Again, suggests that humans are not as all-knowing (omniscient) or all-powerful 

(omnipotent) as we think. 
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4 Answers might include: 

(a) Curlews in ‘Show’ are featherless – compare to ‘crocodiles’. 

(b) Swallows regenerating, signing ‘signatures’ as if creating world / art 

(c) Winter swans represent the epitome of romance – symbolism of white and ‘they mate 

for life’. 

 

‘On Going’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers might include: 

Stanza one: more scientific and detached, focused on needless machines 

Stanza two: her humanity and pathos, fragility and impending death 

Stanza three: focus on intimate moment between the two of them, poignant 

Stanza four: brief moment of recognition followed by slow winding down towards death 

3 Suggested answers: 

(a) He is observing and checking on her but always outside, external. This links to the 

typical idea in literature of eyes as windows to souls, but it is subverted to imply a 

different sense – of touch not sight. 

(b) This oxymoron shows her vulnerability and fragility and emphasises the cyclical nature 

of life. It could be compared to ‘Swallows’. 

(c) This suggests labour and effort in breathing and seeks to separate the life process of 

breathing from her face, which he focuses on: she is close to death. 

(d) The temple is on the forehead but also implies reverence and respect of a religious 

temple – is the poem itself a temple on paper to her? 

(e) Note the past continuous tense of ‘closing’ – he is focused intently on the process. 

Sleep suggests impermanence too – the euphemism implies she could wake up, 

although the subheading makes it clear that she died.  
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4 Answers might include: 

PROMPT THOMAS’ POEM SHEERS’ POEM 

Opening 
line and 
tone 

‘Do not go gentle into that good 
night’ 

Direct, using imperative verb 

‘There were instruments, as there always are,’ 

Quieter tone, detached, use of sub clauses. 

Key verbs ‘rage’, ‘curse’, ‘bless’ 

Angry and emotional. Fighting 
against death. 

‘lay’, ‘working’, ‘registered’ 

Quiet, calm, passive, resigned. 

Key imagery ‘lightning’ 

Impetuousness 

‘ancient child’ 

Timeless, hopeful for resurrection? 

Use of 
structure  

Repetition of words and phrases 
like an exhortation (‘rage, rage’) 

Enjambment (only two sentences in whole 
poem). Calm, observant, thoughtful (my kiss / 
against your paper temple / and registered 
…’) 

Closing line 
and tone 

‘rage, rage against the dying of 
the light’. 

Symbolism of light – hope? 
Religion? Anger. 

‘into the sleep of their slow-closing.’ 

Finality and calm. 

 

‘Y Gaer’ and ‘The Hill Fort’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Suggested answer: The second explanation is probably better. 

3 Suggested answer might include: Humans and nature are closely related. People are 

inspired by landscape and have a deep personal connection to nature. The landscape can 

trigger particular emotions.  Refer to Romantics and sense of sublime. 

4 Answers will vary. Quotations could include: ‘When he can lean full tilt against the wind’s 

shoulder’, ‘shout into the storm’, ‘we’re no more than scattered grains’, ’tip these ashes  

onto the tongue of the wind’. Other poems in the collection could include ‘Mametz Wood’, 

‘Farther’ and ‘Skirrid Fawr’, for example. 

5 Answers will vary. Answers could include: 

 For: ‘Valentine’, ‘Keyways’, ‘Farther’ 

Against: ‘Inheritance’, ‘Night Windows’, ‘Song’ 

6  Answers will vary, but could include: Living and the dead, nature and humans, past and 

present, young and old 
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7 Answers will vary Suggested answer: Many paradoxes and contrasts are inherent in the 

setting as well as in the title. The hill fort suggests defence and strength, but its derelict 

state means it is vulnerable and crumbling now. On the hillside, it represents being able to 

see and be seen widely. It was inhabited but is now derelict. 

8 Answers might include: 

(a) Grave? Hubris and futility of building that has been eroded by nature. Compare to 

Shelley’s ‘Ozymandias’? 

(b) Irony. There is no answer here. Romantic sense of faith in nature, as godlike. 

(c) Nature as comforting, maternal or paternal perhaps. ‘Full tilt’ suggests fast and out of 

control. Hints at the car accident? 

(d) Agnostic rather than atheist image. Implies a certainty in some higher power but for 

purely negative feelings. 

9 Answers might include:  

(a) Son lives on in animals, perhaps? 

(b) Note them not us. Detached persona contrasts to closer focalisation or direct speech of 

‘Y Gaer’? 

(c) Natural image. Uses parable of sower (Bible: Matthew 13) to suggest unpredictable 

nature of life and fate. Foreshadows ashes? 

(d) Length of son’s life is not relevant. It is quality and memories left behind that matter. 

(e) Shocking emphasis through article of ‘these’ – reminds us why he is there, scattering 

ashes. 

(f) Nature as monster? Speech? 

11 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Intermission’ 
1 Answers might include: ‘Last Act’, ‘Show’, ‘Night Windows’, ‘Joseph Jones’, ‘The 

Equation’. 

2 Answers will vary. 

3 Answers will vary, but suggest quite atmospheric and sinister at times. 

4 Answers might include: Humorous from fifth stanza? Pensive at end. 

5 Answers might include: 

(a) symbolic darkness, evil 
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(b) man-made and hidden dangers, typical gothic setting at night 

(c) symbolic of destruction, hell 

(d) typical gothic imagery of degeneration and distortion 

6 (a) ‘long enough to be good at the oboe’ 

(b) Answers will vary. 

7 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Calendar’ 
1 Answers might include: 

Kiru means brevity – literally cutting 

Kigo is a seasonal reference 

2 Answers will vary, but might include:  

(a) Spring: verb ‘sing’ 

(b) Summer: ‘lips’ 

(c) Autumn: ‘space’ 

(d) Winter: ‘clot’ 

3 Answers will vary, but might include: 

(a) ‘sing’ = joy and music; ‘volts’ = electric.  

(b) ‘down’ = negative or sexual; ‘lips of foxgloves’ = deadly poison, fairytale? 

(c) ‘danced’ = lively, outgoing; ‘fingerprint’ = small, personal, leaving evidence. 

(d) ‘rooks’ = guardians, ominous; ‘passing infection’ = can be overcome.  

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Answers will vary. 

6 Answers will vary. 
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‘Flag’ 
1 Suggested answers: 

WORD DEFINITION 

Tercets Three-line sections 

Epigraph Reference from other literary work at beginning of poem 

Bipartite In two parts 

Nationalism Pride in, or focus on, home country 

Identity How one sees oneself 

2 Answers will vary, but suggest it’s likely to be less patriotic than previous generations. 

3 Answers might include: Note the irony and focus on how flags and patriotism can be 

misappropriated or criticised. 

4 Suggested answers: 

(a) noun, potential 

(b) plural pronoun, suggests inclusion 

(c) present tense verb, almost personifies flag 

(d) noun, uncontrollable 

(e) noun, mythical and threatening 

(f) noun, untruth 

(g) present tense verb, alive, anthropomorphised 

(h) present tense verb, keeping something alive by stemming blood loss, but clearly injured 

5 Answers will vary. 

6 Answers will vary, but key quotations might include: legend, fiction, wet washing, terraces, 

gym, ghosted, pulsing, spawning itself, might have been.  

7 Answers will vary. 

8 Suggested answers: 

 SHEERS AGARD 

Main 
viewpoint 
and tone 

The Welsh flag is a sad 
reminder of how powerful 
Wales could have been.  

Flags inspire blind patriotism and 
encourage people to be violent and 
discriminatory.  

Key 
quotations 
and analysis 

‘blessed’ 

‘truer’ 

‘dreams’ 

‘just a piece of cloth’ 

‘guts’ 

‘blood’ 
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‘The Steelworks’ 
1 Suggested answers: They are all middle aged or older, white male and traditional Welsh 

names.  

2 Answers might include: Angry or resigned; unusual for Sheers. 

3 Suggested answers: 

‘The Steelworks, / except it 
doesn’t anymore’ 

Unusually for Sheers, the title is part of the poem, 
separated from the rest of the sentence with a 
comma. He uses a pun to establish a tone of 
discontent and dark humour. 

‘deserted mothership’ The use of science fiction imagery lends a surreal 
and disbelieving tone. 

‘the rain, / rolling off the 
clouds in sheets’ 

Pathetic fallacy and industrial imagery reiterate a 
tone of despondency and nostalgia. 

‘benediction of a lateral pull’ Religious imagery shows the men’s need to 
establish a purpose for themselves in the absence of 
the camaraderie and industry of the steelworks. 

4 Answers might include: 

(a) ‘benediction’ 

(b) ‘mothership’ 

(c) ‘rain’, ‘brushed metal sky’ 

5 Answers will vary. 

6 Answers might include:  

Religious imagery gives a postmodern sense of reverence for man’s achievements. 

Science fiction imagery lends a sense of disbelief at closure, a childish or naïve word view. 

Pathetic fallacy indicates sadness and perhaps a subtle implication of poet’s view. 

7 Answers might include: The ‘mothership’ suggests community as well as science fiction. 

‘Becalmed’ implies the end of adventure when sailing. 

8 Suggested answers: 

(a) The use of verbs in the second stanza emphasises the passage of time and the lack of 

activity in a once bustling environment. Rusting shows decay and stagnation. Nesting 

could be positive and suggest homeliness but is more likely to show negativity. This 

should be industrial but has been reclaimed by nature. 

(b) The ambiguity of the noun ‘work’ and the description in the penultimate stanza reveals 

the poet’s respect for the men and his sadness at the closing of the steelworks. Strain 

and screwed tight eyes suggest emotional toil and sadness. 
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(c) Sheers’ refusal to describe the emotions of the men and decision to focus on their 

actions is typical of his view of masculinity. This could be reminiscent of ‘The Farrier’. 

 

‘Song’ 
1 Answers might include: 

(a) tempting animals to entrap them 

(b) mythical female luring sailors to their deaths; warning noise on emergency vehicles 

(c) devastating effect on nature as well as beautiful colours; may also suggest surface only 

(d) suggests agonising movement – e.g. wringing hands, as well as killing a bird by 

wringing neck. 

(e) tiny parasitic insects that feed on animals 

2 Answers will vary, but might include: major key to suggest happiness, at least at end; 

crescendo to suggest uplifting resolution. 

3 Answers might include: 

AGREE DISAGREE 

‘Winter Swans’ 

‘Keyways’ 

‘Landmark’ 

‘Hedge School’ – soul? 

‘Border Country’ – family? 

‘The Steelworks’ – heritage? 

4 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Landmark’ 
1 Answers might include: 

In the poem, love is eternal. In the poem, love is fleeting. 

They are ‘timeless’ after sex. 

Nature imagery suggests endless cyclical 
world. 

‘for a while’ is colloquial and short-lived. 

After they are ‘part of things’ again. 

The poem is optimistic and 
celebratory. 

The poem is ironic and pessimistic. 

‘Reclaiming’ clothes suggests both 
relinquishing control for lust and also 
being in control afterwards. 

Marriage imagery or ‘white-blossomed’. 

Time imagery – e.g. watch suggests 
‘tempus fugit’ (time flies) – life is short. 

Threat of letting go ‘forever’. 
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2 Answers might include: 

(a) Unhurried but also made immortal by actions? 

(b) Flowers are pretty, but spiky thorns could hint at crown of thorns/punishment. In folklore 

a blackthorn winter is a brief period of flowering before a cold snap of some weeks: 

used to suggest a false sense of security/spring and to criticise complacency? 

(c) The real world is not as ‘real’ as being naked, literally and metaphorically, together. 

Less graceful a description of them than traditional romantic/sexual poems would 

suggest? 

(d) Euphemism for sex. Also looking back at life? 

(e) They have escaped the sarcophagus/death for now? 

3 Suggested answer: The effect of the third person plural is unsettling. It feels as though 

they are being observed by an omniscient narrator, or that they are part of a circle of life 

and it is like a flashback (compare to Charlotte Mew’s ‘A Quoi Bon Dire’). 

4 Suggested answer should include: ‘Postlapsarian’ means after the fall from grace and 

references the ignorance of Adam and Eve when they were tempted by the serpent in the 

Garden of Eden. See Genesis 3. 

5 Answers will vary.  

 

‘Happy Accidents’ 
1 Answers will vary.  

2 Answers might include: Begins in middle of conversation with ‘And’ – who is talking and 

why? Does the ‘knowing’ refer to the impending deaths of the men or the far-reaching 

effects of the photos he’s about to take? 

3 Answers will vary.  

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Suggested answers: 

Pathos Evoking pity or sadness 

Rhetorical question Requires no answer: said for effect 

Colloquialism Slang or everyday language 

Half-rhyme Can also be called slant or oblique rhyme: sounds at ends of 
words rhyme but preceding sounds do not – e.g. prosperous/ 
dangerous 

Sibilance Repeated s or z sounds, often creates sinister or sleepy tone 
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6 Suggested answers: 

(a) Begins with a conjunction. Suggests part of a conversation or revelation. Mysterious? 

Uses rhetorical question.  

(b) Photo assistant but also emphasises youth and pity of soldiers in photos. Sibilance 

creates pathos? 

(c) Image as replacing words. 

(d) Idea of war as a game is typical, but half-rhyme makes it more sinister.  

7 Suggested answer: She thinks a photographer suffers during and after creating images, 

that they have a duty and deserve pity for observing and not being able to intervene in 

crises. They try to reveal truth to an uncomprehending and unsympathetic public.  

8 Suggested answer: Sheers celebrates taking photos and believes they successfully 

convey the reality of war; Duffy is angrier and more cynical, suggesting that people do not 

want to see the reality of war. 

9 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Drinking with Hitler’ 
1 Suggested answer might include: Focus on human interaction with Hitler rather than 

discussing wider reason for journey? Fits with themes of performance, love, lust, power, 

men and women. 

2 Suggested answer might include: It implies greater breadth to collection: the whole world 

not simply Wales. Also it is based on travels following the footsteps of his own ancestor, 

linking to themes of inheritance, journey and masculinity. 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) focus on Hitler, emulating attention of those in the room 

(b) potential threat 

(c) persona identifies with those beaten; shows disapproval and Hitler’s casual indifference 

to people 

(d) artificiality and performance; people around him are being controlled 

(e) persona’s focus on woman, perhaps approving of her power or disapproving of her lack 

of disapproval 
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4 Answers might include: 

CHARACTER QUOTATIONS AND IDEAS RANK 

Dr ‘Hitler’ Hunzvi ‘power’ but ‘like aftershave’ – insubstantial? 

‘flourish’ – showy? 

‘his world’ 

 

Persona (Sheers) ‘finished with me’ 

‘But I’ve heard’ – knowledge is power? 

 

Woman at the bar Women ‘flounder’, ‘unsure’, ‘washing him away’  

 

‘Four Movements in the Scale of Two’ 
1 Suggested answers: 

CLEF From the French for key, it is a symbol showing the pitch of notes on a 
stave. 

MOVEMENT A separate section of a longer musical work. Traditionally the four 
sections were fast, slow, dance-like and then fast to finish. 

SCALE A set of notes in order, ascending or descending. 

2 Answers might include: 

(a) ‘Pages’ suggests writing. 

(b) Still Life’ suggests painting of objects, often beautiful ceramics or fruit and meat, which 

implies the potential for decay. 

(c) ‘Eastern Promise’ suggests exoticism. 

(d) ‘Line Break’ suggests writing again but also a change in speech or drama. 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) cinematic quality; also persona as director, controlling memory; omniscient view 

(b) childlike, innocent or hints at discord; foreshadowing end 

(c) physical again given quality of spiritual 

(d) odd choice of verb – overcome by passion; confusion; memory 

(e) onomatopoeic to recreate effect of glass breaking; pun on ‘dull’ muffled but also 

perhaps predictable  

(f) threatening sibilant sounds to represent end of or threat to relationship 
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4 Answers might include:  

‘Pages’ 

Plot: Couple in bed 

Characters: Couple; plural pronouns 

Motifs/ theme/ imagery: Music references, innocence, child-like 

Key techniques: List of images. Soft sounds. Short clauses. Abstract 

‘Still Life’ 

Plot: Her exploring his body 

Characters: Couple; him as first person narrator 

Motifs/ theme/ imagery: Semantic field of art/ painting 

Key techniques: Polysyndeton- suggests passion/ action? Retrospective narration at end 

‘Eastern Promise’ 

Plot: Couple in bed, her above him 

Characters: Couple; third person narrator 

Motifs/ theme/ imagery: Language as representing landscape, place; images of fracture, cold, 

breaking 

Key techniques: Beginning lines and phrases with verbs – archaic and more descriptive 

syntax 

‘Line-break’ 

Plot: Begins with question; reflects on end of relationship through metaphor of glass breaking 

Characters: Couple, but back to plural first person pronouns – us 

Motifs/ theme/ imagery: Broken glass under water; smoke; hints rather than revelation 

Key techniques: Caesura pauses and enjambment to show confusion 

5 Answers will vary. 
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‘Liable to Floods’ 
1 Answers might include: 

(a) ‘Liable to floods’ usually implies being ready to cry?  

(b) The broader message is to emphasise the major effect of underestimating nature and 

human hubris; to make us empathise with the farmer not the uncomprehending major 

or ignorant/innocent soldiers. 

(c) Answers will vary. 

2 Answers may vary, but ‘spread her wings’ anthropomorphises nature and demonstrates 

power. 

3 (a) Answers will vary. 

(b) Answers might include: ‘Happy Accidents’, ‘Mametz Wood’ and ‘Keyways’. 

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Answers will vary. 

‘History’ 
1 Answers will vary, but hopefully the first statement. 

2 Answers will vary, but will hopefully reference poignancy. 

3 Answers will vary, but will hopefully reference ‘The Steelworks’. 

4 (a) ‘Don’t try’, ‘go’, ‘pick’, ‘tap’, ‘prise’, ‘see’ 

(b) Answers will vary, but will hopefully refer to the regular intervals as suggestive of a 

purposeful air.  

5 Answers will vary but might include: identity is rooted in landscape; industrial heritage and 

craftsmanship is not confined to men but to all; he is proud of his Welsh heritage. 

 

‘Amazon’ 
1 (a) Answers might include: river, shopping website, powerful woman.  

(b) As strong as a mythical tribe of fighting women – Amazons – who may have been 

based on a real tribe in ancient Iran. 

2 Answers will vary, but at least all the asterisked spaces should be labelled, and some gaps 

between stanzas too. 
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3 Answers might include: 

(a) sinister and threatening, like the cancer growing 

(b) harsh and shocking, like the cancer 

(c) The outside world seems harsh and cacophonous after the quiet contemplation of the 

doctor’s office.  

(d) The shock and then calm of opening the champagne bottle is like the whole 

cancer/treatment process in microcosm. 

4 Answers might include: 

(a) ‘idly’ implies complacency at the beginning of the poem and when finding the lump. 

(b) ‘kindly’ increases our sympathy for her predicament and makes her seem worthy of pity 

or of care. 

(c) ‘quietly’ suggests her self-assured or insular nature and perhaps hints at later self-

confidence. 

(d) ‘mostly’ empowers her: she has overcome the majority of the obstacles in her way and 

is overwhelmingly positive. 

5 Answers might include: 

‘bow’: precision, weapon, quiet, stealthy, accuracy, associated with various hunter 

goddesses like Athena 

‘further and deeper’: parallel syntax using adjectives to emphasise continuing process of 

healing 

6 Answers will vary, but suggest that ‘Keyways’, ‘Winter Swans’ and ‘Night Windows’ would 

be good points of comparison.  

 

Practice examination essay  
Answers will vary. 

 

‘Shadow Man’ 
1 ‘Intermission’ is dedicated to L (writer Louis de Bernières, with whom Sheers stayed while 

working on a film); ‘Inheritance’ is dedicated to R.S. Thomas (a poet).  

2 Suggested answer might include: They are both writers. Sheers is acknowledging their 

inspiration to him, as a kind of postmodern muse. 
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3 Answers will vary.  

4 Suggested answers: 

POSSIBLE EFFECTS CREATED QUOTATION 

The artist is seen as a mysterious and 
complex character with almost omnipotent 
qualities.  

‘shades and holes’ if symbolic? 

‘conjuring’ 

‘darkness / behind his eyes’ 

‘understanding as he does’ 

Sheers creates an unsettling mood of 
bathos by contrasting a significant figure 
with the objects used to create the image. 

‘Karl Marx’s head, / born from pebble and 
stone’ 

Sheers tries to focus the reader’s attention 
on the specific, revelatory moment of seeing 
something fleeting as a way of reiterating 
one of the key themes of the collection: that 
pivotal moments affect our whole lives and 
ways of thinking. 

‘the shadows they throw’ 

5 Answers might include: ‘Keyways’, ‘Landmark’, ‘Intermission’ 

6 Suggested answer: Although the things we make and our ‘thoughts and words’ are 

important, it’s the huge impact that they have on the lives of others that truly matters. 

7 Answers will vary, but might include: It can be read as more dark: we can have a negative 

impact on other’s lives and should be aware of our own power. 

 

‘Under the Superstition Mountains’ 
1 Answers might include: dreamy, anaesthetised feel; ironic lyrics. 

2 Suggested answer: A picket fence suggests quintessential America suburbia, white for 

purity, but also a subtle reminder of the distance between people and the way we 

demarcate our own literal and metaphorical space.  

3 Answers might include:  

Nature: ‘Mustang’ (horse/car pun), unnatural Sun, solitary bird suggests dearth of life 

Death: irony of ‘only the old are allowed to live’ – paradox, also in ‘track-suit’ and ‘oxygen 

tank’ 

Culture: ‘Lowell’ – American poet, photographer, camera 

Technology: car, camera, trigger 

 

 



Poems 

AS/A-level Literature Workbooks: Skirrid Hill 31 

© Helen Mars 2018 Hodder Education 

4 Answers might include:  

(a) care, surveillance 

(b) relaxed, dead 

(c) content, pointless 

5 Answers will vary.  

6 Answers will vary.  

 

‘Service’ 
1 Suggested answers: 

(a) ‘Matador’: Spanish bullfighter. ‘Sommelier’: wine waiter. ‘Suit’ = slang for businessman. 

(b) Father, son: ‘Inheritance’, ‘Y Gaer’, ‘The Hill Fort’. 

(c) Answers will vary. 

(d) Answers will vary, but suggest sommelier should be on the list. 

2 (a) Answers might include: 

Contemplative ‘imagine’ 

Bustling ‘crossing’ 

Practised ‘instinctive’ 

Mysterious ‘cauldron’ 

Plentiful ‘piled high’ 

Frantic ‘dives, dives’ 

Ponderous ‘what’s the story here’ 

Quiet ‘scenting’ 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) Like an invocation to the muse or introduction to a performance. Reminiscent of 

prologue to Shakespeare’s Henry V, asking audience to use their imagination to place 

the action/wars of the play in the theatre in front of them. 

(b) Decisive tone. 

(c) Draws in theme of storytelling and magic/illusion/performance. 

(d) Used as prolepsis, condensing time and creating a montage effect: very cinematic. 

(e) Like a voiceover. Adds urgency. 

(f) Rhetorical question, aligning self with reader.  

(g) More omniscient in tone.  
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4 Answers might include: 

FOODSTUFFS 

Mostly meat and fish – few fruits or vegetables 

METHODS 

Lots of cutting and heating imagery 

POSSIBLE REASONS OR IMPLICATIONS? 

Threatening tone? Focuses on ideas of 
masculine menus, plenty, feasting – timeless? 

POSSIBLE REASONS OR IMPLICATIONS? 

Again brash, masculine, aggressive. 

5 Answers might include: 

Check!’ – shock 4 

‘“Done! You can go on that one!’ – busy, bossy 8 

‘Four oysters away!’ – busy 5 

‘How long on the chicken?’ – collaborative 6 

‘And so it goes’ – perpetual/tired? 2 

‘Radio off’ – suddenly serious 3 

‘So what’s the story here?’ – narrator intrudes 7 

This is what it’s like’ – stoic 1 

6 Answers will vary, but should indicate that yes, it is very typical. Compare to ‘The Farrier’ 

and ‘The Fishmonger’ in particular. 

7 Suggested answer might include: Heaney is more detailed and melancholy. He focuses on 

the violence of catching them rather than the luxury of eating them. 

 

‘The Fishmonger’ 
1 Suggested answers: 

(a) Prophetic 

(b) Focused 

(c) Pensive 

(d) Vicious 

(e) Defensive 

(f) Desperate 

2 Suggested answer: This use of zeugma makes the poem suddenly more intense and 

vicious, more personal after the generic description of a man and his place in society. 
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3 Suggested answer might include: It gives a focus on the unusual individual; it makes him 

godlike; it forces the reader to focus on the unsettling image. 

4 Answers might include: ‘sizes up’, ‘cruel kindness’, ‘blade’, ‘gasps’, ‘struggling’. 

5 Answers will vary.  

6 Answers will vary. 

Fishmonger (translated by the author) 

The fishmonger’s time is here. Cap on head,  

Like a sergeant’s, tipped up on his quiff. 

Weighs up the punters as they fidget and flicker. 

Snaps up a carp, bridling at the sting of the brine in his nail. 

He feels the fish, sizes up silver discs of scales and eyes 

As he lifts it out. 

Finds sense and silence in its sensual flesh. 

He alone knows how to slice and fillet. 

(This fish could just as well be a man.) 

He cuts through speech with action, 

Fights emotion and pain. 

His heart has no bark to protect or enclose: 

Hurt, like lightning, strikes to his core. 

Shaking and gasping, 

A fish out of water. 

7 Answers will vary, but I would argue for the final stanza, although complex. 

 

‘Stitch in Time’ 
1 (a) A stitch in time saves nine. 

(b) Suggested answer: It means that it’s better to fix something in time rather than wait for 

a problem to get bigger. 

(c) Suggested answer: A good choice and seemingly minor event changes the course of 

his life and lays the foundation of prosperity. 
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2 Answers might include:  

POINT Beginning the poem 
by implying this is 
part of a larger 
conversation  

Musical imagery to 
describe the human 
form 

Bird imagery  

EVIDENCE ‘and’ (conjunction) ‘like a musician around 
his double bass’ 

‘swallows darted’ 

EFFECT Conversational, 
cyclical, personal 

Postmodern drawing in 
of other cultural forms; 
shows respect for 
tailor’s talent 

Metaphor for him and his 
speed, especially as ‘darts’ is a 
tailoring term 

LINK TO 
ANOTHER 
POEM 

‘Joseph Jones’ ‘Four Movements in 
the Scale of Two’ (I) 

Lots, including ‘Winter Swans’ 
and ‘Swallows’, noticeably.  

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Suggested answers:  

(a) Reluctance 

(b) Hardworking 

(c) Proud 

(d) Satisfied 

5 Answers will vary. 

 

‘L.A. Evening’ 
1 Answers might include: 

(a) dissatisfaction, boredom 

(b) sentimental longing for past, almost painful 

(c) sad and thoughtful feeling 

(d) sad or regretful 

(e) sorrow or regret 

(f) isolation, lacking company 

2 Answers will vary, but suggest loneliness. 

3 Jean Simmons, actress. 

4 Answers might include: Represents her anonymity or desire for privacy; makes it more 

universal; could be any isolated older person. 
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5 Answers might include:  

The first stanza shows how all action takes place 
outside the subject’s house, exacerbating her 
feelings of isolation and stasis. 

‘somewhere far below’ 

‘Pass her window’ 

The second stanza refers to great moments in 
cinema to contrast the poignancy of the first stanza, 
and to explain briefly the woman’s achievements. 

‘Her Ophelia’ 

‘Brando, swinging her’ 

‘Queen’ 

The third stanza uses sinister sounds and images to 
reflect the melancholy feeling and setting. 

‘Freeze frames, silent films’ 

‘speak’ 

The fourth stanza is not pitiable, but evokes feelings 
of resignation and ennui. 

‘Roll call of the credits’ 

‘Night’ 

‘Dimmer’ 

6 Answers will vary, but suggest best poems to use are ‘The Equation’, ‘Amazon’, ‘L.A. 

Evening’, ‘On Going’. 

 

‘The Singing Men’ 
1 Answers will vary. 

2 Answers might include:  

(a) Deracinate: remove from natural surroundings 

(b) Liminal: on or near boundary; transitional 

3 Answers might include: 

(a) ● Enjoyment 

● Infernal imagery suggests darker more nihilistic tone. 

 (b) ● Accepting of fate 

● Blames singers for own downfall 

 (c) ● Celebrates their collective power as singers across time and place. 

● Ironic and mocking tone 

 (d) ● Image of jollity 

● Sexually threatening 

4 Answers will vary, but suggest key poems here are ‘The Farrier’, ‘The Fishmonger’, 

‘Inheritance’, ‘The Hill Fort’. 

5 Answers will vary. 
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‘The Wake’ 
1 Answers might include:  

Body: scarred lungs, chests, rib cage 

Sea/ships: plumb depth, squalls, hull, driftwood, shore 

2 Answers might include:  

(a) The persona realises this is the last time he will see his grandfather; re-evaluates 

positions in life and family. 

(b) Foreshadows grandfather’s death and introduces melancholy or morbid atmosphere. 

(c) We continue to affect others after our deaths: we live on in others, life is cyclical and 

endings are not to be feared. 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Answers might include: 

STANZAS TONE KEY QUOTATIONS AND IDEAS 

1 Bold and confident ‘straight’ 

5 Reflective ‘curse’, ‘then’ 

9 and 10 Optimistic ‘fresh’ 

5 Suggested answer might include: It perhaps avoids melodrama. 

6 Answers will vary. 

 

‘Skirrid Fawr’ 
1 Answers might include: obstacles to overcome, peak/pinnacle/best/epitome, 

achievement, lonely, timeless, giants, Greek gods at Olympus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poems 

AS/A-level Literature Workbooks: Skirrid Hill 37 

© Helen Mars 2018 Hodder Education 

2 Suggested answers: 

QUOTATION EFFECT RANK 

‘I am still drawn 
back to her for the 
answers’ 

Personification, femininity – Mother Earth figure? Answers will vary. 

‘the split view she 
reveals’ 

Implies people and landscapes are complex – perhaps 
divided between good and bad, old and new, English 
and Welsh. 

Answers will vary. 

‘a lonely hulk’ Hulk implies prison ship of Victorian England, useless, 
unloved, aged?  

Answers will vary. 

‘unspoken words’ Implies a closeness of relationship where words are 
not needed, or reticence to tell truth.  

Answers will vary. 

‘unlearned 
tongue’ 

Implies he has not yet found the (poetic? Welsh?) 
words required: reminds us this poem is part of his 
evolution as a writer, especially as returning to a key 
topic from his first collection – the Skirrid.  

Answers will vary. 

3 Answers will vary, but suggest best poems to revisit would be ‘Night Windows’, ‘Joseph 

Jones’, ‘The Hill Fort’/’Y Gaer’, ‘Drinking with Hitler’, ‘Intermission’. 
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Understanding the Assessment 
Objectives 
1 Answers might include:  

AO2: How language, structure and form work and what they do.  

AO3: What is the effect of the literary historical context and how does that change my 

understanding of the poems? 

AO4: How do the poems compare to each other, to Heaney if that’s on my exam, and to 

other poets and writers on the same time or topic? 

AO5: How might different readers see the poems, or are there two ways of reading it? 

Which is more convincing and how can I prove it? 

Preparing to answer the question 
(AO1) 
2 Answers will vary, but suggest the following poems:  

(a) ‘The Farrier’, ‘The Equation’, ‘Service’, ‘Joseph Jones’ 

(b) ‘Winter Swans’, ‘Keyways’, ‘Landmark’ 

(c) ‘Landmark’, ‘The Wake’, ‘Intermission’ 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Answers will vary. 

Constructing an argument and writing 
effectively (AO1) 
5 Answers will vary. 

6 Answers will vary, but suggest you strike out some words as it is waffly, add more literary 

terms and add an apostrophe for Sheers’ when something belongs to him.  

Using textual references 
7 Answers will vary. 

8 (a) sky jive / between the telephone wires, 

(b) regeneration / so flawless 
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Analysing language, structure and 
form, and exploring the ways 
meanings are shaped (AO2) 

9 Suggestions for terms to include:  

Language and imagery 

imagery, symbolism, 

metaphor, simile, pathetic 

fallacy, repetition, 

polysyndeton, asyndeton, 

conceit, elegy, bathos, 

yonic, imperative, 

didactic, zeugma, idiom 

Sound 

assonance, consonance, 

sibilance, plosive, rhyming 

couplets, half rhyme, 

masculine rhyme, 

feminine rhyme, stressed 

syllables, anapest, dactyl, 

trochee, spondee, 

homophone, homonym, 

homograph 

Structure and time 

Stanza, repetition, parallel 

syntax, anaphora, prolepsis 

analepsis, chronological, 

tercet, sestet, exposition 

Parts of speech 

stressed syllables, 

dialectical, direct, 

authoritative, performative, 

rhetorical, ironic, sparse 

Writers and characters 

voice, tense, archetype, 

anonymous, eponymous, 

cliched, self-conscious, 

playful 

Punctuation and pauses  

Enjambment, caesura, end-

stopped, polysyndeton 

10 Answers will vary, but suggest it does not make connections between texts and begins 

with reference to a poem rather than a point or idea. It gets better towards the end. The 

student needs to think about sound and structure too: it is overly focused on imagery. 

11 Answers will vary. 

Using context (AO3) 
12 Answers will vary. 

Exploring connections across texts 
(AO4) 
13 (a) Answers might include: ‘Mametz’ and ‘Drinking with Hitler’. Avoids graphic reality of 

war, focusing on aftermath.  

(b) Collection more concerned with more subtle and interpersonal or intrapersonal 

conflicts.  

14  (a) Answers might include: ‘The Steelworks’, ‘Stitch in Time’ and ‘L.A. Evening’.  

(b) Mostly more angry at impact on people than demanding social or political change.  
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15  (a) Answers might include: ‘Skirrid Fawr’, ‘Trees’, ‘Y Gaer’, ‘Border Country’.  

(b) Tends to use place as a metaphor for reflection and change. 

16  (a) Answers might include: ‘Night Windows’, ‘Landmark’, ‘Keyways’, ‘Winter Swans’.  

(b) Yes, a main theme. Usually told from male point of view: how does a modern reader 

feel about this? 

Essay planning and different 
interpretations (AO5) 
17 Answers will vary. 


