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WORKBOOK ANSWERS 

AS/A-level English 
Literature Workbook: 
The Great Gatsby 

This Answers document provides suggestions for some of the possible answers that might be 

given for the questions asked in the Workbook. They are not exhaustive and other answers 

may be acceptable, but they are intended as a guide to give teachers and students feedback. 
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1 Nick uses the past tense; he appears to know Gatsby’s personality; he uses the phrase 

‘Gatsby turned out alright in the end’; he reflects on the events that ‘preyed on Gatsby’; 

events have had a profound effect on Nick; and Nick ‘closed out’ his interest in other 

people’s lives. 

2 Ideas: 

(a) Nick believes that Gatsby felt ‘wonder’. 

(b) It seemed as if Gatsby’s dream of attaining Daisy might actually come true because 

her house was so close to his. 

3 Ideas: 

(a) Probably hopeful – ‘then’ suggests that there will be more opportunities. 

(b) Probably hopeful – suggests that the future will offer more chances for working 

towards our dreams. 

(c) Can be considered hopeful with the positive adjective ‘fine’ suggesting fulfilment and 

the ellipsis hinting at the achievement of something good. Alternatively, the fact that there 

is ellipsis instead of the completion of the sentence could suggest that the future is 

uncertain. 

(d) Probably bleak – suggests that the future holds less than the past and we are 

continually dragged back to a starting point. 

4 Suggestions: 

(b) The motivational power of hope. 

(c) Our best experiences have passed. 

(d) Fate, or a threatening power. 

(e) Giving up or surrendering ourselves. 

5 Suggestions: 

(b) What does Miss Baker ‘get done’ and what will be the result of Nick’s attraction to 

her? 

(c) Will Daisy find out about Tom’s affair? 

(d) What is Gatsby reaching for and why is he emotional? 

6 Suggestions: 

Gatsby – Suggests that Gatsby is determined and that he views Daisy as a prize. 

Jordan – She was particularly struck by Gatsby’s devotion to Daisy. 

Daisy – She feels lost. She immediately asks the baby’s sex because she recognises that, 

if it is a girl, it will need to ‘play’ the patriarchal system if it is to get on in life. 
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Wolfsheim – His first meeting with Gatsby was memorable. Gatsby was brave during the 

war. 

Mr Gatz – He is proud of his son’s determination to succeed. 

7–8 Answers will vary. 

9 (a) D – Ch. 1, B – Ch. 2, E – Ch. 3, C – Ch. 5, F – Ch. 6, A – Ch. 7 

(b) Suggestions: 

Row 1 – Daisy displays self-control. By contrast, Myrtle is emotional. ‘tense gaiety’ is 

contrasted with ‘shouted’. 

Row 2 – Superficially, this shows that Gatsby has more staff and therefore more 

money than Nick. More than this, it shows the epic and impersonal preparations 

for enticing Daisy to one of Gatsby’s parties in contrast to the far more intimate 

and uncomfortable moment when they actually meet. 

Row 3 – Daisy enjoys the affair when it is an exciting secret, but becomes upset and 

frightened when it is about to be revealed. 

10 Answers will vary. 

11 Suggestions: 

Suitable – Both the title and focus of the novel are on Gatsby; the pre-modifier 

encourages the reader to approve of him. 

Unsuitable – The title is biased; Nick may consider Gatsby great, but others may not; after 

reading the book, we cannot be sure if the title is meant ironically. 

12–13 Answers will vary.
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1–2 Answers will vary. 

Time 
1 A = AO5 – Quote 6; B = AO1 – Quote 3; C = AO3 – Quote 7; D = AO2 – Quote 2;  

E = AO3 – Quote 1; F = AO1 – Quote 4; G = AO1 – Quote 5. 

2 (a) It symbolises his attempts to stop time. 

(b) He has built up to this moment with a fevered anticipation. Now it is actually 

happening, he can hardly cope. 

(c) When Gatsby pleads for Daisy to confess that she never loved Tom, he is asking her 

to undo her past and memories. 

(d) Tom recounts his and Daisy’s memories to show that their past is real and 

meaningful. 

(e) Fitzgerald uses Nick’s retrospective account, flashbacks and characters’ recollections 

to construct the narrative. 

3 Suggestions: 

A Gatsby wants Daisy to renounce Tom, as if they had never been married. The strong 

verb ‘obliterated’ suggests that her memories of Tom can be totally wiped away. 

B Gatsby is searching for a way to go back in the past and recapture what he and Daisy 

had. The adverb ‘wildly’ suggests fervour and instability. 

C This unrealistic claim shows his obsession with the past. ‘fix’ suggests a belief he can 

control time. 

Love 
1–5 Answers will vary. 

The American Dream 
1 Suggestions: 

Dream – an ideal achievement that may not be realistic. 

Goal – an aim or desired result that is often the end point of work. 

2 Suggestions: 

Dreams – Gatsby (to attain Daisy) 

Goals – Nick (to succeed in work); Myrtle (to break free of her life with Wilson); Jordan (to 

win in golf); Wolfsheim (to attain power and money in the criminal underworld). 
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Unclear – Daisy (she seems uncertain of what she wants); Tom – he seems to enjoy 

control but precise goals are unclear; Wilson – he wants retribution but is otherwise 

‘colourless’. 

3 Suggestion: The title suggests achieving in America, but ‘Under’ could suggest 

oppression and ultimately, failure. 

4 Answers will vary. 

5 Suggestions: 

(a) Attaining Daisy. 

(b) Probably the starting point as Daisy has fuelled dreams and fantasies for Gatsby that 

have gone ‘beyond’ Daisy and realism. 

(c) This could be Gatsby’s money, parties and material possessions or his dreams of 

Daisy. 

(d) The real Daisy cannot live up to Gatsby’s private hopes. 

6–7 Answers will vary. 

Money 
1 (a) Nick’s great uncle paid for a substitute to fight for him in the American Civil War while 

he set up a hardware business. 

(b) It is family money. They are from Chicago where many earned their wealth in the 

meat industry. 

(c) Gambling, criminal business dealings, the fixing of the 1919 World Series. 

(d) He keeps refusing to sell him his car. He taunts him in Chapter 7 by flaunting 

Gatsby’s car: ‘“Like to buy it?”/ “Big chance,” Wilson smiled faintly.’ 

2 Unlike the Buchanans’ Georgian colonial mansion, Gatsby’s is a mismatch of styles: ‘a 

factual imitation of some Hôtel de Ville in Normandy’, ‘period bedrooms’, ‘Marie Antoinette 

music rooms and Restoration salons’, ‘high Gothic library’. Rather than authentic Jazz 

music, the Jazz History of the World is played at his party and guests conduct themselves 

as if in ‘an amusement park’. His clothes are over the top (his pink suit is mocked by Tom) 

and his car (a ‘circus wagon’) too ostentatious. He is involved in illegal dealings. He 

desperately defends his position to Daisy, showing he knows it is precarious. 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Suggestions: 

(a) ‘The transactions in Montana copper that made him many times a millionaire [1] 

found him physically robust but on the verge of soft-mindedness [2], and, suspecting this, 

an infinite number of women tried to separate [3] him from his money.’ 

[1] extreme wealth 
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[2] compound noun suggests money has softened him 

[3] verb suggests it is an impersonal act to exploit the wealthy 

(b) ‘To young Gatz, resting on his oars and looking up [1] at the railed deck, that yacht 

represented [2] all the beauty and glamour [3] in the world.’ 

[1] prepositional phrase suggests admiration of the wealthy 

[2] symbol of wealth 

[3] admiration of material things 

5 ‘The truth was that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, sprang from his Platonic 

conception (1) of himself. He was a son of God (2) – a phrase which, if it means anything, 

means just that – and he must be about His Father’s business, (5) the service of a vast, 

vulgar, (4) and meretricious beauty.’ (3) 

6 Answers will vary. 

Religion 
1 Suggestions: money, success, control, materialism, consumerism, status, love, affairs, 

dreams, illusions 

2–3 Answers will vary. 

Death 
1 Suggestions: lies, violence, immorality, mistaken identity, abandonment, blindness to the 

truth 

2 Chapter 1 references – Nick jokes with Daisy that she is so missed in Chicago that its 

inhabitants are grieving. Use of emotive modifiers. 

Chapter 2 reference – Myrtle lists required purchases to flaunt her consumer power, but 

‘last all summer’ makes her sound insincere. 

Chapter 3 reference – Gatsby is associated with death. Pronouns suggest a lack of detail. 

Chapter 4 reference – En route to New York, Gatsby and Nick pass a funeral. This one 

has mourners and is ‘heaped’ in flowers, unlike Gatsby’s where ‘nobody came’. 

Chapter 5 reference – Simile describes Gatsby waiting for Daisy = dramatic irony as he 

later waits for her Chapter 8 call that never comes. 

3 (a) ‘blond, spiritless, anaemic’ 

(b) ‘a ghostly pause’, ‘the apparition stood’ 

(c) (i) ‘ghostly laughter’; (ii) ‘what a man can store up in his ghostly heart’ 

(d) ‘ghostly celebrity of the movies’ 
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(e) ‘They were gone, without a word, snapped out, made accidental, like ghosts, even 

from our pity.’ 

(f) (i) ‘upon the keys of a ghostly piano’; (ii) ‘where poor ghosts, breathing dreams like 

air, drifted fortuitously about.’ 

4 (b) Adjectives suggest depth and intensity. ‘dust’ reminiscent of funeral service. 

Opposing adjectives for Gatsby suggest superficiality and that Nick is romanticising the 

death. 

(c) Contrast of verbs in ‘swinging’ and ‘revolved’. Emotive, unnatural idea versus the 

natural imagery for Gatsby. 

(d) Dramatic verbs ‘ripped’ and ‘choked’ versus ‘scarcely corrugated’. Repetition of 

‘accidental’ stresses the idea of a heroic fate. 

(e) Similarity in reaction of the voyeurs. 

5 Suggestions: 

‘No telephone messaged arrived’ – dismissive 

‘she and Tom had gone away early’ – self-interest 

‘Daisy hadn’t sent a message or a flower’ – thoughtlessness 

‘What if I did tell him? That fellow had it coming to him.’ – vengeful, self-preservation 

‘He threw dust in your eyes just as he did in Daisy’s.’ – Tom regards himself as perceptive 

‘they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their 

vast carelessness’ – arrogance 

Note: answers can vary. 

6 Answers will vary.
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Jay Gatsby 
1 (b), (g), (a), (e), (c), (d), (h), (f) 

2 Suggestions: Gossip – C, D, F; Convincing – G, H; Ideal – A, B, E 

3 (a) Concerned about his image. Nick’s impression of him matters. 

(b) Melancholy. 

(c) Boastful. Flaunts wealth. 

(d) Desperate. 

4–7 Answers will vary. 

Nick Carraway 
1 Suggestions: A – hopeful, thoughtful; B – judgemental, truthful; C – romantic; D – truthful; 

E – judgemental, blunt, condemnatory; F – truthful, unromantic, dispassionate;  

G – trustworthy; H – misogynistic. 

2 (a) – People trust Nick, even when their feelings are ‘unknown’ to others. He is not sure 

why as he has never encouraged their confessions. 

(b) – Nick claims that he is attuned to others’ feelings, which lends a credibility to his 

character assessments. However, the language hints at the idea of a dream, which might 

suggest that we should not take Nick’s words as truth. 

(c) – Both Myrtle’s proximity and Fitzgerald’s use of plosive verbs suggests that the 

confession is on her terms and delineates Nick as a passive listener who has not sought 

this confidence. 

(d) – Nick remembers events keenly enough to prioritise what he thinks his reader needs 

to know if they are to share his sympathies; ‘exploding’ suggests a passion to reveal the 

truth. 

3 Suggestions: There is juxtaposition within Nick’s statement. He is a participant in 

events, but also detached as he claims to be an observer of life. He is attracted to the 

excitement the world offers, but, paradoxically, also disgusted by it. 

4–5 Answers will vary. 

6 Favourable – B, C, H. Unfavourable – A, G. Quotations D, E, F could be seen as either, 

depending on opinion. 

7–8 Answers will vary. 
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Daisy Buchanan (née Fay) 
1 Suggestions: ‘white face’, ‘white palace’ and ‘golden’ may be viewed as purity and 

perfection. ‘turbulent emotions possessed her’ could be considered as a genuine reaction. 

The other quotations could be seen as part of an image that Daisy cultivates, including 

‘dressed in white’ and ownership of a ‘white roadster’. Interpretations will vary. 

2 (a) possessive pronoun, pre-modifier; (b) definite article, noun phrase, prepositions; (c) 

simile, noun phrase, auxiliary verb; (d) indefinite article, pre-modifier; (e) abstract noun, 

preposition; (f) possessive pronoun, metaphor; (g) definite article, metaphor; (h) pre-

modifier, metaphor; (i) pre-modifier, personification. 

3 Answers will vary. 

4 Suggestions: 

 Associated ideas Links to Daisy Supporting quotation 

the sun Symbol of life and warmth. Daisy infuses Gatsby with 
life. 

‘looked at us all radiantly’ 

a daisy Vulnerability and beauty. Name suggests that she is 
beautiful and fragile. 

‘opening up again in a 
flower-like way’ 

a fairy Magical, ethereal being. Daisy’s maiden name was 
Fay. 

‘a fairy’s wing’ 

a sorceress Idea of magic and power. Daisy Fay – similar to le 
Fey = Arthurian sorceress. 
Daisy casts a spell over 
Gatsby. 

‘that men who had cared 
for her found difficult to 
forget’ 

the sirens Lilting voices that lured 
sailors to their deaths. 

Daisy’s voice enraptures 
men. 

‘a singing compulsion’ 

 

5 Answers will vary. 

6 Suggestions: 

• ‘muttered’ – hardly audible due to nerves 

• ‘glanced momentarily’ – uneasy 

• ‘abortive attempt at a laugh’ – tries to act jovially 

• ‘trembling fingers’ – nervous behaviour 

• ‘sat down, rigidly’ – clear sense of discomfort 

• ‘a deep tropical burn’ – embarrassed 
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• ‘couldn’t muster up a single commonplace’ – uncomfortable silence 

• ‘idiotically’ – pointless comments to fill the silence 

• ‘her voice as matter-of-fact as it could ever be’ – trying to act normally 

• ‘automatic quality of Gatsby’s answer’, ‘set us all back at least another minute’ – his 

precision is unsettling. 

7–12 Answers will vary. 

Tom Buchanan 
1 Suggestions: 

• ‘hard mouth’ – he sounds uncompromising 

• ‘supercilious manner’ – condescending 

• ‘arrogant eyes’ – a haughty demeanour 

• ‘established dominance over his face’ – the personification makes him appear 

unattractive 

• ‘leaning aggressively forward’ – intimidating stance 

• ‘effeminate swank’ – ostentatious 

• ‘enormous power’ – threatening 

• ‘fill’, ‘strained’ – verbs suggest power 

• ‘a great pack of muscle’ – strength 

• ‘enormous leverage’ – control 

• ‘a cruel body’ – the personification makes him sound ruthless. 

 (b) Answers will vary. 

2 Answers will vary. 

3 Suggestions: 1 (c); 2 (f); 3 (d), (e), (g); 4 (g); 5 (d); 6 (d); 7 (f); 8(b), (c); 9 (g); 10 (a) 

4 B, G, I, A, F, C, E, D, H 

5 Answers will vary. 

6 Suggestions: 

(a) unfaithful, intimidating, patronising, manipulative. 

(b) Answers will vary. 
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(c) He cannot really understand the book he is reading: ‘the white race will be – will be’, 

‘there was something pathetic in his concentration’, ‘Then you won’t seem so stupid to 

yourself.’ It takes him a while to realise Daisy is having an affair. 

(d) Ch.1 – speaks ‘abruptly’, interrupts others, ‘remarked decisively’, ‘crossly’, ‘insisted’. 

Often uses imperatives. 

(e) His affair, he breaks Myrtle’s nose; he manipulates Daisy into staying with him; he 

insinuates to Wilson that Gatsby killed Myrtle and tells him where Gatsby lives. 

Jordan Baker 
1 Suggestions: ‘extended full length’ – comfortable in the Buchanans’ home; ‘chin raised’ – 

seems haughty, intimidating; ‘if she saw me … she gave no hint of it’ – self-possessed, 

quiet and aloof. 

2 Suggestions: A – dismissive or defensive; B – unscrupulous, disingenuous; C – proud; D 

– careless; E – aloof, contemptuous, dismissive; F – dismissive or defensive; G – 

defensive, proud. 

3–4 Answers will vary. 

Myrtle Wilson 
1 Suggestions: (a) It is a plot point as we anticipate learning about this affair. (b) It 

demonstrates Jordan’s character as she listens ‘unashamed’. (c) It highlights the tension 

in Tom and Daisy’s marriage. 

2 Answers will vary. 

Quick questions: Suggestions 

(a) Myrtle wants to escape the ‘valley of ashes’. She becomes louder and more excitable 

once in New York. 

(b) Different social class. Daisy is more reserved. Myrtle’s voice is a ‘high mincing shout’, 

a ‘wail’, ‘cry’, ‘loud and scolding’ unlike Daisy’s ‘low, thrilling’ voice. Myrtle is sensuous. 

(c) You may find Myrtle crass and disapprove of her treatment of her husband. 

Alternatively, you may feel sympathy for her boring life, Tom’s violence against her, the 

empty fantasy that Tom would ever leave Daisy and, of course, Myrtle’s violent death. 

3 Suggestions: 

(a) Myrtle omits auxiliary verbs. This makes her sound of a lower social class to Nick and 

the Buchanans. 

(b) She uses non-standard grammar that undermines her pretensions to belong to the 

moneyed class. Nick even mocks her by reporting her incorrect pronunciation of 

appendicitis. 
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(c) She sounds unintelligent as she uses clumsy grammatical constructions like the 

multiple negative ‘I didn’t hardly know I wasn’t’. 

(d) She has a basic vocabulary. 

4 Answers will vary. 

George Wilson 
5 Suggestions: 

Row 2 – His exhaustion is matched by living in an almost other-worldly place. 

Row 3 – He is insubstantial, like the ‘grey’, ‘bleak’ land he lives in. 

6 Suggestions: 

GEORGE WILSON 

Motivations Loves his wife. 

Discovers Myrtle is having an affair. 

Wants to avenge her death. 

Friends ‘Michaelis and several other men’ sit with him after 
Myrtle’s death. Neighbours rather than friends. 

Enemies Could argue Tom. George mistakenly views Gatsby 
as his enemy. 

Weaknesses ‘He was his wife’s man and not his own.’ 

Ingratiates himself with Tom. 

Initially ignorant to his wife’s transgressions. 

‘He’s so dumb he doesn’t know he’s alive.’ 

‘one of these trusting fellas’ 

How he changes Acts decisively when he discovers affair. 

Galvanised by grief, he murders Gatsby. 

 

Meyer Wolfsheim 
7 (a) Suggestions: 

1 ‘I raised him up out of nothing’; ‘I knew I could use him good.’ 

2 ‘He’s the man who fixed the World’s Series’; ‘He and this Wolfsheim bought up a 

lot of side-street drug-stores ... and sold grain alcohol over the counter.’ 



3 Characterisation 

AS/A-level English Literature Workbook: The Great Gatsby 13 

© Jane Sheldon 2018  Hodder Education   

3 ‘All right, Katspaugh, don’t pay him a penny until he shuts his mouth.’ ‘I see 

you’re looking at my cuff buttons … Finest specimens of human molars.’ ‘Walter 

could have you up on the betting laws too, but Wolfsheim scared him into shutting 

his mouth.’ 

4 ‘Some people Wolfsheim wanted to do something for.’ 

5 ‘one of Wolfsheim’s protégés’ 

6 ‘It was six of us.’ 

7 ‘business gonnegtion’; ‘Oggsford College’ 

(b) Answers will vary. 

Klipspringer and Owl Eyes 
8 Answers will vary. 

9 A – 2 – (c) – (i); B – 3 – (a) – (ii); C – 4 – (d) – (iii); D – 1 – (b) – (iv) 

10  

Which character 
says this? 

About whom? Which 
chapter? 

Significance? 

Nick Jordan 4 Nick sees Gatsby’s dream as romantic and 
wants this for himself. ‘dark’ and ‘blinding’ 
however, suggest a warning. 

Nick Gatsby 8 Links Gatsby’s love to stories of myth. Suggests 
it is out of reach. Emphasises obsession. 

Wolfsheim Gatsby 9 Wolfsheim reflects how he ‘made’ Gatsby. 

Daisy Tom 7 Tom is claiming he loves Daisy, despite his 
many affairs. 

Wolfsheim Gatsby 9 This can be seen, alternatively, as sentimental, 
or as an excuse to avoid the funeral. 

Nick Gatsby or Nick 
himself 

1 Gatsby is single-minded. He focuses on Daisy. 
Also represents Nick’s first person narrative. 
Nick is going to focus on the bond business. 

Mr Gatz Gatsby 9 He has pride in his son. 

Catherine – 
Myrtle’s sister 

Tom and Myrtle 2 It is an awkward conversation as Catherine does 
not realise that Nick is Daisy’s cousin. 

 

11 Answers will vary.
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1 The Midwest – ‘the ragged edge of the universe’; ‘some deficiency in common which 

made us subtly unadaptable to Eastern life’; ‘my provincial squeamishness’; ‘I decided to 

come back home’. West Egg – ‘the less fashionable of the two’; ‘crouching under a sullen, 

overhanging sky and a lustreless moon’; ‘Most of the big shore places were closed now.’ 

East Egg – ‘the white palaces’; ‘fashionable’, ‘glittered along the water’. New York – ‘racy, 

adventurous feel of it at night’; ‘all built with a wish out of non-olfactory money’; ‘warm and 

soft, almost pastoral’. The valley of ashes – ‘desolate’; ‘a fantastic farm’; ‘bleak’; ‘solemn’; 

‘grotesque’. 

2 Suggestions: The Midwest – old-fashioned, traditional, pioneering spirit of the past, 

family values. Key events = Nick’s escape and return. West Egg – the nouveau riche, 

transient community who are mostly renting, inhabitants involved in the media, escapism. 

Key events = wild parties, Gatsby and Daisy’s affair, Gatsby’s death. East Egg – 

exclusive, established wealth, self-regarding, boredom. Key events = dinner parties. New 

York – excitement, guise for corruption, romantic feel but small apartments, pretensions, 

loneliness. Key events = Tom and Myrtle’s affair, low-class party, gambling, bribery and 

corruption. The valley of ashes – the dirty underbelly of life, dismal, spiritually dead, 

unnatural sterility, despair. Key events = Myrtle’s death, Wilson’s breakdown. 

3 Answers will vary.
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Narrative viewpoint and voice 
1 Advantages: can engage the reader in the story more readily; more immersive as the 

reader is closer to the action; allows the reader to explore the narrator’s thoughts and 

ideas. 

Disadvantages: little background on the character of the narrator; a restrictive voice 

where tone, interpretation of events and use of literary techniques can suit only what the 

character of the narrator would use; could be biased. 

2 Possible answers: 

Advantages: 

Nick recognises his own faults in admitting that his open-minded attitude ‘has a limit’. This 

blunt honesty endears him to us. 

Nick’s undisguised affection and admiration for Gatsby heightens our interest in this 

character. 

Disadvantages: 

Nick admits his limited understanding of the Buchanans’ behaviour in ‘Why they came to 

the East I don’t know.’ 

Nick, and thereby the reader, do not know who the stranger in the room is until Daisy 

‘hint(s) in a murmur’ that she’s called Miss Baker. We have to wait for a couple of pages 

until Daisy addresses her by her first name and Nick affirms, ‘Oh – you’re Jordan Baker.’ 

3 fallible: capable of making mistakes or being wrong. 

4 (a) It suggests that Nick is not quick to judge. This makes him sound fair. 

(b) Nick declares his honesty. 

5 (a) Nick admits that his willingness to reserve judgement only goes so far. 

(b) Nick has claimed not to be judgemental, but then goes on to say he felt ‘scorn’ for 

what Gatsby represented. 

(c) The phrase ‘I think’ shows that Nick is not sure how Gatsby felt. 

(d) The phrase ‘as though’ demonstrates that Nick is guessing at Gatsby’s thoughts. 

(e) Nick admits to being confused about whether to believe what Gatsby told him. 

6 (a) Gatsby turned out to be a good person. 

(b) Tom misses the glory of his football days and wishes to recapture it. 

(c) Daisy cannot live up to Gatsby’s expectations of her. 

(d) Gatsby’s silence means that he feels despondent. 
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7 (a) Declarative mood suggests confidence. 

(b) ‘I had no sight’ suggests honesty about Daisy and encourages our trust in the 

statement about Tom that follows. ‘I felt that’ suggests Nick is in tune with people. 

(c) Auxiliary verb ‘must have’ is assertive. 

(d) ‘I guessed’ sounds uncertain, but ‘unutterable depression’ is quite specific. 

8–9 Answers will vary. 

10 Answers will vary. 

11 (a) Jordan remembers the date precisely; ‘very straight’ also suggests a formality to 

remembering events. 

(b) Jordan’s admiration of Daisy made events memorable. 

(c) The incident made a significant impression on Jordan. 

(d) Jordan played a significant role in Daisy’s wedding so is likely to recall events well. 

12 Answers will vary. 

13 (a) Nick has a gift for communicating with people. 

(b) People trust him with their secrets and problems. 

(c) He has a history of expressing himself well. 

(d) He is intuitive. 

14 Answers will vary. 

Style 
1 Suggestion: Fitzgerald wanted to write a masterpiece, with purposeful use of technical 

effects. He wanted it to be the best book that he was capable of writing. 

2  

• grammatically complex sentence: ‘We walked through a high hallway into a bright 

rosy-coloured space, fragilely bound into the house by french windows at either end.’ 

• simile: ‘like pale flags’, ‘as wind does on the sea’, ‘as if they had just been blown back 

in’ 

• metaphor: ‘the frosted wedding-cake of the ceiling’ 

• personification: ‘the groan of a picture on the wall’ 

• onomatopoeia: ‘the whip and snap of the curtains’, ‘boom’ 

• dynamic verb choice: ‘gleaming’, ‘blew’, ‘twisting’, ‘rippled’, ‘buoyed’, ‘ballooned’ 
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• compound adjective: ‘rosy-coloured space’, ‘wine-coloured’ 

• use of the senses: ‘gleaming white’, ‘A breeze blew’, ‘listening to the whip and snap’. 

3 Complex sentences – (b), (d); Simple sentence – (a); Compound sentence – (c) 

4 (a) Type: Compound. Effect: Daisy’s Christian denomination is stated first, followed by 

her beliefs. The first statement sounds blunt and thereby more credible, although Nick later 

confirms that Daisy is not Catholic. 

(b) Type: Complex. Effect: Gatsby’s behaviour is foregrounded to emphasise his shock, 

followed by the possible reason for it. 

5 (a) It has large rooms and is visually appealing. 

(b) ‘space’ implies its size. The prepositions suggest movement through the house in 

order to reach the desired room. 

(c) It hardly seemed to be indoors. 

(d) Restriction and containment. 

6 Suggestions: Theme of wealth, supported by adjectives ‘high’ and ‘enormous’. 

Prepositions ‘through’, ‘into’, ‘at’, ‘in’, ‘out’ and ‘over’ suggest a large space with lots of 

room for movement. The simile ‘like pale flags’ lends a haunting quality. ‘white’ and ‘fresh’ 

suggest somewhere clean and new. The metaphor ‘frosted wedding-cake’ conveys a 

dream-like beauty. Daisy and Jordan are unnamed at present. The verbs ‘rippling’ and 

‘fluttering’ make them sound ethereal. The onomatopoeic ‘boom’ and the personification of 

‘groan of a picture’ are noises Tom controls, hinting at his power. 

Imagery and symbolism 
1 (a) allusion – references to wealthy men: Midas (king who turned whatever he touched to 

gold); JP Morgan (financier); Maecenas (adviser to a Roman ruler). 

(b) personification – suggests a happy house; irony as the marriage is not. The light 

could represent illuminating their secrets. 

(c) metaphor – the ashes represent decay and ‘fantastic farm’ suggests a fantastical (in 

this case nightmarish) and chaotic place. 

(d) simile – sounds lively and industrious. 

(e) synecdoche – the expression emphasises how some people at college despised 

Tom. 

2–8 Answers will vary. 

9 Nick: a conservative, practical car that does not cost much. Gatsby: flamboyant and 

ostentatious. Young Daisy: colour of innocence; clearly wealthy. Daisy and Tom: too 

wealthy to need pretension. Jordan Baker: Nick makes an issue of her careless attitude 

to cars and driving. Her name focuses on this. Wilson: little money; wants to buy a car 

from Tom = dependent on Tom for his survival. Myrtle: depends on others for transport 
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and to raise her social profile; social climbing so chooses a taxi she thinks is classy. 

Drunken guests: represents the debauchery at Gatsby’s parties. 

10 (a) ‘rich cream’ makes it sound luxurious; ‘big yellow car. New’ makes it sound 

ostentatious. 

(b) ‘fenders spread like wings’ denotes freedom and possibility; ‘the death car’ is a blunt, 

unpleasant label. 

11 Suggestions: 

(a) Consumerism has replaced religion, moral blindness – advertising is the new power 

but its products are forgotten quickly; ‘sank’ suggests decay. 

(b) Disappointed by human behaviour – ‘brood’ suggests a higher power thinking about 

human immorality. 

(c) Consumerism has replaced religion, an omnipotent power – ‘giant’ suggests a greater 

force; ‘vigil’ suggests watchful attention. 

(d) An omnipotent power – the idea of God watching. 

12 Suggestions: 

(a) Lost dreams, portentous. 

(b) Freedom, extract from ‘Ode to a Nightingale’. 

(c) Deflating romantic notions, extract from ‘The Nightingale’. 

13 Answers will vary.
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1 historical, cultural, economic, political, biographical, geographical, literary 

2 Suggestions: 

(a) Single women are attending Gatsby’s parties. Jordan has a lot of freedom, which 

Tom criticises. 

(b) The Gatsby/Daisy story seems to have been inspired by Fitzgerald’s attraction to 

Zelda. 

(c) Gatsby’s wealth and business connections and Meyer Wolfsheim’s influence. 

(d) The wealth of East Egg is a stark contrast to the poverty of the valley of ashes. 

(e) These views are shown through Tom who makes racist comments about the white 

‘dominant race’ being ‘submerged’. 

Historical context 
3 (a) – 7, 9; (b) – 2, 6; (c) – 1, 5; (d) – 3, 4; (e) – 8, 10 

Cultural context 
4 Answers will vary. 

5 Suggestions: ‘Yet high over the city our line of yellow windows must have contributed 

their share of human secrecy’ (Ch. 2); ‘warm and soft, almost pastoral’ (Ch. 2); ‘its first wild 

promise of all the mystery and the beauty in the world’ (Ch. 4); ‘racy, adventurous feel of it 

at night’ (Ch. 3). 

6 Suggestions: 

(a) ‘took her because he had no real right to touch her hand’ (Ch. 8) 

(b) Nick’s ‘weather-beaten cardboard bungalow at eighty a month’, ‘squeezed between 

two huge places that rented for twelve or fifteen thousand a season’ or Gatsby’s ‘colossal 

affair’. (Ch. 1) 

(c) ‘That drug-store business was just small change … but you’ve got something on now 

that Walter’s afraid to tell me about.’ (Ch. 7) 

(d) ‘I was able to do the commissioner a favour once’ (Ch. 4) 

(e) ‘I’m surprised that they didn’t treat you to the story of that little spree.’ (Ch. 7) 

(f) ‘He’s the man who fixed the World’s Series back in 1919.’ (Ch. 4) 

(g) ‘I can’t forget so long as I live the night they shot Rosy Rosenthal there.’ (Ch. 4) 

(h) ‘enough coloured lights to make a Christmas tree of Gatsby’s enormous garden’. (Ch. 

3) 
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Geographical context 
7 Suggestions: Midwest – traditional values; West Egg – transition; East Egg – old world; 

valley of ashes – disillusionment; New York – promise and corruption. The second part of 

the question requires a personal response. You may consider that it is foremost a novel 

about ‘big crooks’ and ‘adultery’, or a novel of detail that opens up into these wider 

themes. 

Literary context 
8 (a) – 2 – ‘“a nightingale … singing away –’ Her voice sang.” 

(b) – 3 – ‘I always come back, and in my heart I love her all the time.’ 

(c) – 4 – ‘Wilson was reduced to a man, “deranged by grief”.’ 

(d) – 1 – ‘… she is Gilda Gray’s understudy …’.  

Note: there are convincing arguments for assigning the quotes differently. 

9 Answers will vary.
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1 Suggestions: 

(a) Interpretation 1 – Nick feels uncomfortable in the face of Daisy’s cynical remarks, 

believing that she might be trying to trick him into agreeing. Interpretation 2 – Her ‘smirk’ 

suggests it was only a light-hearted joke. 

(b) Interpretation 1 – Nick feels an affinity with other lonely people. Interpretation 2 – 

His statement seems contradictory. To be lonely suggests he has little or no connection 

with others. 

2 Suggestions: 

(b) This negative view suggests the novel and its characters have little depth. Daisy’s 

helpless comments, such as ‘What do people plan?’ and ‘What’ll we do with ourselves …?’ 

do make her seem insubstantial and vaguely hopeless. However, her Chapter 1 assertion 

that a ‘fool’ woman can profit by the system suggests that she has a clear sense of 

awareness, making her convincing as a character. 

(c) Nick’s interest in Gatsby means that his thoughts are explored more than other 

characters. However, this does not necessarily make them ‘marionettes’. For example, 

Tom’s dissatisfaction with life is explained by his early success as a football star and 

inability to accept that those glory days are over. It has made him ‘drift’ and ‘nibble at the 

edge of stale ideas’. This attention to his feelings makes him credible as a character. 

3 (b) and (c) do this best, as the critical viewpoint is part of the student’s point, whereas it is 

tagged on the end in (a) and (d) without being clearly linked to the student’s idea. 

Critical viewpoints 
4 (a) The events are unconvincing. 

(b) The novel is full of memorable ideas and feelings. 

(c) It is original and a contemporary triumph. 

5 (a) – 2 – ‘The novel is … a triumph of craftsmanship.’; 

(b) – 3 – ‘… all of them young and rich and wild …’ 

(c) – 5 – ‘… three modish negroes …’ 

(d) – 6 – ‘simultaneously enchanted and repelled …’ 

(e) – 1 – ‘Wilson was reduced to a man “deranged by grief” …’ 

(f) – 4 – ‘I was standing beside his bed …’. 

Engaging with literary theory 
6 Suggestions: 

New Criticism – ‘triumph of craftsmanship’ = poetic style, precise description, linguistic 

technique. 
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Feminist criticism – ‘perfect reputation’ = idea of requirement of women to fulfil moral 

standards. 

Ethnic criticism – ‘I laughed aloud’ = subject to Nick’s mockery. 

Marxist criticism – ‘Wilson was reduced to’ = easier to sacrifice the poor than expose the 

corrupt behaviour of the wealthy. 

Homoerotic criticism – ‘I was standing beside his bed’ = possible relations between Nick 

and Chester McKee purposely left very unclear. 

7–8 Answers will vary depending on which literary theories are applied. 

9 (a) In a social climate that recognises the landed class only as legitimately wealthy, 

Gatsby can only ever be ‘Mr Nobody from Nowhere’. 

(b) Jordan’s body is described as boyish, encouraging a homoerotic reading of Nick’s 

desires. 

(c) Ethnic criticism would view Nick as voicing the anti-Semitism of the 1920s. 

10 Suggestions: 

(a) The student could have provided textual support. For example: ‘In my younger and 

more vulnerable years’; ‘Jumping over sun-dials’ (Buchanans’ garden – Ch. 1); 

‘Mantelpiece clock’; ‘this year’s shining motor-cars’; ‘Borne back ceaselessly into the past.’ 

The critical opinion given is not engaged with. 

(b) Critical perspective is embedded in the argument. Evidence is cited. The response 

would be strengthened still further if there were discussion of the final critical quote. 

11–12 Answers will vary.
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1 AO1 Write a focused response to the question given, using correct terminology, and 

coherent, accurate written expression. 

AO2 Analyse how writers use language and techniques. 

AO3 Demonstrate understanding of the significance of the contexts in which literary texts 

are written and read. 

AO4 Explore connections between literary texts. 

AO5 Explore how literary texts can be informed by different interpretations. 

Tackling question types (AO1) 
2 Examine: look at carefully. Analyse: examine critically. Explore: look into closely. Discuss: 

write about different aspects of the idea. 

3 (b) is too general and (d) is a little vague in its use of the word ‘thing’. 

Improve the wording of these assignments so that the student has a clearer focus for his 

or her argument. 

Expressing yourself clearly (AO1) 
4 (b) Jordan comments that Nick should ask Daisy to tea. 

(c) Fitzgerald bases his novel in the New York area. 

5 (a) AO2, AO4, AO5; (b) AO2; (c) AO1, AO3 

Understanding the question (AO1) 
6 Suggestions: 

(a) How far do you agree [1] with the idea that, in The Great Gatsby, conflict [2] always 

[3] arises from divisions in social status? [4] 

[1] – areas of agreement and disagreement 

[2] – disagreement, tension or actual violence 

[3] – discuss whether every point of conflict in the novel is caused by social division or 

other reasons 

[4] – different classes 

(b) Compare [1] the ways in which the authors of two texts you have studied present [2] 

power struggles [2] in love relationships. [4] 

[1] – cross-reference 

[2] – technical effects 
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[3] – conflict due to differences in authority and control 

[4] – emotional and/or sexual bond 

Essay planning (AO1) 
7 Answers will vary. 

8 Suggestions: 

A ‘High in a white palace the king’s daughter, the golden girl …’; ‘it increased her value 

in his eyes’; ‘committed himself to the following of a grail’ (Ch. 8). Daisy is a trophy. 

B Difficult to know if Gatsby is in love with Daisy or what she represents – wealth, 

privilege. ‘he had no real right to touch her hand’; ‘he let her believe that he was a person 

from much the same strata as herself’ (Ch. 8). 

C Nick shows some misogynistic views: ‘Dishonesty in a woman is a thing you never 

blame deeply.’ (Ch. 3) Nick guesses at the characters’ thoughts. 

D Tom – ‘arrogant eyes’, ‘a cruel body’ (Ch. 1). Gatsby – ‘as if he were related to one of 

those intricate machines that register earthquakes’ (Ch. 1). Wilson – ‘He was his wife’s 

man and not his own.’ (Ch. 7) Daisy – ‘opening up again in a flower-like way’ (Ch. 1); 

‘blossomed for him like a flower’ (Ch. 6); ‘her voice is full of money’, ‘the cymbals’ song of 

it’ (Ch. 7); ‘gleaming like silver’, ‘redolent of orchids’ (Ch. 8). Jordan – ‘she felt safer on a 

plane where any divergence from a code would be thought impossible’ (Ch. 3). Myrtle – 

‘her left breast was swinging loose like a flap’ (Ch. 7). 

E Tom’s affairs show his disrespect for Daisy. He bruises her finger. Breaks Myrtle’s 

nose. Believes Jordan’s family ‘shouldn’t let her run around the country’. Wilson locks 

Myrtle upstairs ‘she’s going to stay there’ (Ch. 7). Nick leaves his girlfriend in the Midwest 

and begins a relationship with Jordan, although he wants to ‘tactfully’ break off from the 

other girl. 

F Daisy enters into the affair with Gatsby willingly. More likely to be flattery and 

avenging Tom than love. ‘What’ll we do with ourselves?’ (Ch. 7) makes her sound quite 

passive. Jordan is forthright. She pursues Nick. Uses imperatives. He eventually rejects 

her. Myrtle is social climbing. Young women at Gatsby’s parties looking for older, rich 

husbands. 

G Hedonism of inter-war years. Women’s growing independence. Social divide between 

rich and poor. 

9 Suggestions: 

 Ideas for column 2 will vary according to the text studied. 

 Text 1 – The Great Gatsby Text 2 

Introduction Aim to achieve AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

The individual hopes Gatsby – hope has shaped the last five years – ‘excitingly  
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 Text 1 – The Great Gatsby Text 2 

of characters desirable’, ‘her value’, ‘unutterable visions’. 

Daisy – hopes her daughter will profit from patriarchal 
society as a ‘beautiful little fool’. Can argue that Daisy’s 
hopes are controlled for her = passive as she is pursued 
by Gatsby, then returns to Tom, or that she manipulates. 

 

Nick – own hopes seem modest = job/girl. Lives vicariously 
through Gatsby. Facilitates affair. 

 

Tom – his hopes are self-serving. Wealth, affairs.  

Jordan – independent. Has had to shape own hopes.  

Myrtle – social climbing. Sees Tom as her escape route.  

Wilson – a ‘ghost’ with little ambition or drive until his wife 
is killed – feels his mission is vengeance. 

 

Hope in characters’ 
pasts 

Gatsby – boyhood schedule shows ambition, inspired by 
Dan Cody. ‘However glorious might be his future as Jay 
Gatsby, he was at present a penniless young man.’ Daisy 
becomes a ‘grail’ that drives him. 

Daisy marries Tom to secure her future. 

 

Hope in the present Green light represents hope. Book details the course of 
Gatsby and Daisy’s affair. 

 

The destruction of 
hope 

Gatsby – Left ‘watching over nothing’. Hopes Daisy will 
call. ‘no telephone message arrived … perhaps he no 
longer cared’, ‘found what a grotesque thing a rose is’. 
Hope dies. 

 

Conclusion Aim to achieve AO1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

 

10 Answers will vary. 

Close analysis of the text (AO2) 
11 Answers will vary. 

12 (a) Suggestions: 

(i) Nick presumes to know Gatsby’s thoughts, shown in the declarative mood and 

‘He knew that’. Repetition of personal pronouns rather than Gatsby’s name 

suggests that Nick is close to his thoughts. 

(ii) Comparatives ‘faster and faster’ convey nerves; subordinate clause ‘So he 

waited’ builds tension; sense of sound in ‘the tuning fork’ heightens sensations; 
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metaphor ‘struck upon a star’ conveys his sentimentality and hints at the theme of 

wishes and dreams; the short sentence ‘Then he kissed her’ highlights this 

striking moment. The verb ‘blossomed’ suggests the relationship coming to 

fruition. 

(iii) ‘never romp again like the mind of God’ shows he has imagined this moment 

many times, controlling it in his dreams. ‘wed his unutterable visions to her 

perishable breath’ binds Gatsby to Daisy forever and cements his obsession. 

(b) Answers will vary. 

 Writing your introduction (AO1–5) 
13 The power of hope [1] is shown to have a profound effect on the characters of F Scott 

Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and Henry James’s The Portrait of a Lady. The authors 

present [2] protagonists who are both driven and failed by the people they place faith in. [3] 

Neither the hedonistic Jazz Age or the romantic idealism of nineteenth-century Europe [4] 

seem to support the fulfilment of hopes and dreams, [5] suggesting that these are 

destructive rather than productive forces. [6] 

[1] AO1 = immediate engagement with question 

[2] AO2 = broad reference to the craft of the writers 

[3] AO4 = touches on cross-reference 

[4] AO5 = contextual reference 

[5] AO1 = sustains focus on the question 

[6] AO3 = touches on different interpretations 

14 (a) The Great Gatsby was written in 1925 [AO3] and is about the problems of placing 

loyalty in someone who is not loyal back. [AO1] Richard II was written in the sixteenth 

century [AO3] and is about characters discovering who deserves loyalty and who doesn’t. 

[AO1] In this essay, I will explore what problems are caused by this? 

Omitted – AO2, AO4, AO5. 

Note: 

o AO2 can be touched on in the introduction with the phrase The author presents 

… There is no need to undertake language analysis in the introduction. 

o Although dates are referenced here, context is not embedded. AO3 is not fulfilled 

well. 

o This student treats the texts as completely separate. There is no AO4. 

(b) Suggestions: The texts could be linked more clearly. Context is ‘dropped in’ rather 

than embedded. The phrase ‘In this essay, I will …’ is unsophisticated. Avoid asking 

yourself questions. 
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Using context (AO3) 
15  

‘We have more condemnation for the lovers in The Great Gatsby than we have sympathy.’ 
How far do you agree with this statement? 

AO1 AO3 

It is hard to condemn Gatsby when he pays 
the ultimate price for his obsession. 

 

 The rigid class system of the 1920s cannot admit an 
arriviste such as Gatsby 

and he is sacrificed to its immutable social 
code. 

 

 

16 Answers will vary. 

Exploring connections across texts 
(AO4) 
17 (a) – 4; (b) – 3; (c) – 5; (d) – 6; (e) – 1; (f) – 7; (g) – 2 

18 Answers will vary. 

19 [a] AO1, [b] AO5, [c] AO2, [d] AO4, [e] AO3 

20 Suggestions: 

Gatsby is not introspective precisely because his desire to possess Daisy can only be 

driven through Nick’s metaphorical ‘single window’. [1] Money, parties and materialism 

replace circumspection and suggest that early reviewers were right to identify the novel’s 

reliance on melodrama. [2] Gatsby seems to thrive on this but the tragedy is that he 

mistakes passion for substance, in a similar way to [3] Thomas Wyatt’s speaker in ‘Whoso 

List to Hunt’ whose fervent desire spurs him on, but Wyatt’s speaker at least recognises 

his failure. [4] Conversely, [5] Gatsby cannot seek to know himself because it will destroy 

the very reason for his existence. Even when he ‘found what a grotesque thing a rose is’ 

the metaphor does not make clear whether Gatsby has gained an understanding about 

himself or about Daisy. [5] 

[1] AO1 – A succinct point and accurate use of terminology. 

[2] AO5 – Exploration of the text based on different interpretations. 

[3] AO4 – Cross-reference. 

[4] AO1 – Keeps the question in mind. 
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[5] AO4 – Cross-reference. 

[6] AO2 – Considers effect of technique. 

Writing your conclusion (AO1–5) 
21 Suggestions: Summarise that the essay has shown hope drives relationships, namely for 

Gatsby at the outset. Nick = some hope with Jordan, she seems to reciprocate. Myrtle 

sees Tom as an escape. Hope of Gatsby’s past is not reflected in present though. His 

hopes are then destroyed. Nick/Jordan relationship dissolves. Myrtle destroyed. Hope 

drives but also consumes. 

22 Fitzgerald presents [1] the characters of The Great Gatsby as experiencing a range of 

emotions during the course of the novel. [2] As ‘careless people’, Tom and Daisy seem to 

shrug off their experiences, while events make an indelible mark on Nick. [3] Although it is 

therefore difficult to ascertain whether the prevailing emotion is unhappiness over 

happiness, the tragedy of Myrtle, Wilson and Gatsby’s death and Nick’s ambiguous final 

comments leave us with this final impression. [4] The elations of the characters are 

ultimately short-lived, and prove as transitory as Gatsby’s parties and, ultimately, as the 

Jazz Age itself. [5] 

[1] AO2 – touches on technique 

[2] AO1 – immediate engagement with question 

[3] AO5 – touches on different interpretations as to whether the characters are happy or 

unhappy 

[4] AO1 – addresses question directly 

[5] AO3 – embeds contextual reference 

Moving between the assessment 
objectives (AO1–5) 
23 (a) Compare the ways in which the authors of two texts you have studied present secrets 

in love relationships. 

(b) and (c) 

Relationship Secret Key quotations End result 

1 Wilson and Myrtle Myrtle’s affair with Tom ‘He thinks she goes to 
see her sister in New 
York. He’s so dumb he 
doesn’t know he’s 
alive.’ (Ch. 2) 

‘I’m one of these 
trusting fellas … but 
when I get to know a 

Affair is revealed. 
Myrtle tries to leave 
and is killed by Daisy, 
driving Gatsby’s car. 
Gatsby keeps Daisy’s 
involvement a secret. 
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Relationship Secret Key quotations End result 

thing I know it.’ 

‘You may fool me, but 
you can’t fool God!’ 
(Ch. 8) 

2 Gatsby and Daisy Their affair ‘I wanted somebody 
who wouldn’t gossip. 
Daisy comes over 
quite often –’ (Ch. 7) 

‘She had told him that 
she loved him, and 
Tom Buchanan saw. 
He was astounded.’ 

‘She’s got an indiscreet 
voice.’ (Ch. 7) 

‘What kind of a row are 
you trying to cause in 
my house anyhow?’ 
(Ch. 7) 

Daisy compliments 
Gatsby on his 
demeanour and Tom 
hears the affection in 
her voice. He realises 
they are having an 
affair and challenges 
Gatsby in the New 
York hotel room. 

Tom believes that 
Gatsby killed Myrtle. 
He directs Wilson to 
Gatsby’s house, 
knowing Wilson is 
going to exact 
revenge. 

3 Tom and Daisy Tom is unfaithful. He 
has had a succession 
of affairs. 

‘everybody knew … 
Tom’s got some 
woman in New York.’ 
(Ch. 1) 

‘Once in a while I go 
off on a spree (but) in 
my heart I love her 
[Daisy] all the time.’ 
(Ch. 7) 

Daisy calls Tom 
‘revolting’ but she 
stays with him when he 
exposes Gatsby as a 
‘common swindler’. 

4 Jordan and Nick Nick wants to end his 
relationship with 
Jordan definitively 
before he returns to 
the Midwest. 

‘She was incurably 
dishonest’ (Ch. 3) 

‘abruptly we weren’t 
talking any longer. I 
don’t know which of us 
hung up with a sharp 
click, but I know I didn’t 
care.’ (Ch. 8) 

Nick begins a 
relationship with 
Jordan while still being 
involved with a girl 
back at home. He is 
insensitive and cold to 
Jordan after Myrtle’s 
death. Jordan feels 
humiliated. 

5 Nick and his Midwest 
girlfriend 

Nick wants to break off 
the relationship. He is 
dating Jordan. 

‘I had no intention of 
being rumoured into 
marriage.’ (Ch. 1) 

Nick does not seem 
able to commit himself 
to anyone. 

 

(d) Suggestions: 

o Gatsby’s house – ‘it was a factual imitation of some Hotel de Ville in Normandy’ 

(Ch. 1); ‘Marie Antoinette music-rooms and Restoration Salons’ (Ch. 5). 
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o Gatsby’s past – ‘they thought he killed a man once’ (Ch. 3); ‘I’ll tell you God’s 

truth.’ ‘My incredulity was submerged in fascination now.’ (Ch. 4). 

o The rooms above Wilson’s garage – ‘this shadow of a garage must be a blind’ 

(Ch. 2). 

o The music at Gatsby’s party – ‘Tostoff’s Jazz History of the World!’ (Ch. 3) = an 

imitation of jazz. 

o The fixing of the World Series – ‘one man could start to play with the faith of 

fifty million people’ (Ch. 4). 

(e) Suggestions: 

Contextual notes: 

1 Myrtle feels trapped by their poverty. She is social climbing. 

2 Daisy is from a social class that Gatsby can never belong to. 

3 Their wealth makes them believe they can ‘(smash) up things and people’ (Ch. 

9). 

4 Nick admires but is also intimidated by Jordan’s independence. She seems to 

have achieved the American Dream but is actually quite cynical. 

5 The girl is waiting for Nick back home = idea of traditional marriage expectations. 

(f) Suggestions: 

Critical ideas: 1 – G; 2 – B, E; 3 – F; 4 and 5 – A, C, D. 

24 Answers will vary. 

 


