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Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow.

The concept of denomination, which includes organisations like the Methodists, Baptists and 
United Reformed Church, was introduced to sociology by the US sociologist Richard Niebuhr. 
Some argue the only significant difference between churches and denominations is size, political 
influence and relationship to the state. 

On 29 March 2014 legislation came into force allowing gay marriage. Some liberal religious 
organisations have said they hope to conduct religious marriage services; all the main churches 
and denominations have ruled them out. Critics argue this is further evidence of the Christian 
denominations being out of touch with society’s norms and values. This is further evidenced by 
the current annual numerical decline in congregations of most mainline Christian denominations.

l 1 Briefly explain what sociologists mean by ‘denominations’.  2 marks 

l 2 Give an example of a denomination (other than the examples in the extract).  1 mark 

l 3 Which sociologist is most closely associated with identifying the characteristics of 
denominations?  1 mark 

l 4 What is the origin of most denominations?  1 mark 

l 5 How do denominations tend to be organised?  2 marks 

Exam-style question

l 10 Applying material from the Item and your knowledge, evaluate the 
significance of the role of churches in contemporary society.  20 marks 

Plan your answer in this space.
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 3l 6 What demands do denominations place on their members?  2 marks 

l 7 What is the relationship between denominations and other religions?  2 marks 

l 8 Why is it the case that most denominations are Christian?  2 marks 

l 9 Outline and explain two reasons why Steve Bruce sees churches and sects 
becoming increasingly like denominations.  10 marks 

Exam-style question

l 10 Applying material from the Item and your knowledge, evaluate the view that 
a considerable distinction exists between denominations and churches.  20 marks 

Plan your answer in this space.
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