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Green crime 
The study of green criminology analyses the impact of 
environmental crime on our society and eco-system. 
Examples of green crime could be deforestation, 
poaching, air pollution, toxic waste dumping, 
etc. Nigel South suggests that there are two types 
of environmental  crimes: primary and secondary. 
However, both seem to suggest that crimes against the 
environment are not taken as seriously as they should 
be and could be very damaging if direct action is not 
taken. 

Globalisation has led to an increase in green crime 
as the growth of global markets and multinational 
corporations trade with commodities such as oil, wood, 
coal and gas which are produced all over the world, often 
putting pressure on governments to sell their resources 
to the highest bidder at the expense of the environment. 
An example of this would be the current debate about 
‘fracking’ shale gas which many environmentalists 
claim would be unsafe but still seems to be the preferred 
method of obtaining gas by the US and UK governments 
to gain a cheap source of energy. 

l 9 What is meant by ‘green crime’?  2 marks 

l 10 Identify three examples of green crime.  3 marks 

l 11 Outline the difference between primary and secondary environmental crime  
according to South.  4 marks 

l 12 What does Rob White mean by ‘anthropocentric’ and ‘ecocentric’ world views?  4 marks 
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Exam-style question

Item 

Globalisation has transformed communities around the world today as each country has become 
connected. This has led to many positive benefits; however, some individuals, companies and 
states have abused the opportunities provided to them by globalisation to commit a range of 
different crimes. 

Examples of globalised crime include international terrorism, environmental crime, cybercrime 
and tax evasion; however, there are many others that also have a significant impact on our society. 
These crimes have proved to be difficult for criminal justice systems to police, which often leads 
to offenders finding it easier to evade justice in comparison to the more traditional working-class 
criminal.

Applying information from the item and your own knowledge, evaluate the  
contribution of studies that focus on the impact that globalisation has had on  
different forms of crime and deviance.  30 marks 

Exam hint: Once again, it is essential to remember the Assessment Objectives (see previous exam-style 
questions). The key to success in this essay is to select a range of different forms of globalised crime (at least 
six different examples) and then analyse the research that has been done in that area. The item provides you 
with some examples; try to use at least two of them, for example cyber and environmental crime and write 
detailed sections on these in order to achieve your AO2 and AO3. Remember to stress the importance of 
globalisation in your answer as it could be easy to drift off topic if you are not careful. In terms of evaluation 
you will be credited for showing a range of different types of globalised crime so don’t feel under pressure 
to criticise globalisation as this is not necessary in this question. If you are struggling with this question, 
flick back through Topic 3 and try to find another four types of globalised crime other than those that are 
mentioned in the item.

Plan your answer in this space.
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