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 1l 32 Analyse and explain three main arguments in favour of retaining the UK’s  
uncodified constitutional arrangements.  9 marks 

Plan your answer below and then write it in full on a separate sheet of paper.

l 33 Explain and analyse how the Human Rights Act has enabled citizens to challenge  
the government.  9 marks 

l 34 What is the difference between individual and collective rights and why do the  
two sometimes conflict?  4 marks 

Rights in conflict: government and 
judiciary
Reasons for a growing number of conflicts between 
governments and the judiciary in recent decades include:
■■ The Human Rights Act has given judges more power 

to challenge government ministers and made citizens 
more aware of their ability to challenge the actions of 
public bodies and the government.

■■ Recent terror threats have prompted governments’ 
actions to enhance security and surveillance at the 
expense of civil liberties — especially in the areas of 
free speech and protest, anti-terror legislation and 
detention of terror suspects.

Rights in conflict: individual versus 
collective rights
One of the most fundamental conflicts is between 
individual and collective rights:
■■ A strong focus on individual rights encourages civic 

responsibility, provides the basis for a free and fair 
society and is the best way to ensure governments act 
responsibly.

■■ However, heavily protected individual rights can tie 
the hands of governments in times of threat or 
emergency. Sometimes the perceived overprotection 
of minorities can lead to dissatisfaction and frustration 
in wider society.

Debates about the extent of rights in the UK
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AS exam-style questions
Plan your answers below and write your full answers on separate sheets of paper.

l 1 Explain with examples the difference between a codified and an uncodified  
constitution.  6 marks  

l 2 Explain with examples the principle of parliamentary government.  6 marks  

l 3 ‘The UK constitution should be reformed in favour of a codified alternative.’  
Analyse and evaluate this statement.  25 marks  
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