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19 The Lady of Shalott
By Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1832

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
✪ To distinguish the main ideas and select relevant points from

the texts.
✪ To recognise explicit and implicit ideas.
✪ To explore the writer’s presentation of character.
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CONTEXT

‘The Lady of Shalott’ is about a woman who lives on an island called
Shalott, near Camelot, the home of King Arthur. She lives in a tower
and is cursed. She is not able to look out of the window at the town
of Camelot, because if she does that, she will die. Instead, the Lady of
Shalott looks at the town through a mirror. One day, Sir Lancelot the
knight rides by on a horse. The Lady of Shalott is fascinated with him so
turns around and looks at him through the window. The mirror cracks
and the curse comes upon her. The Lady of Shalott takes a small boat
and floats through Camelot, where she dies. ‘The Lady of Shalott’ is
one of Tennyson’s most famous poems and there are many paintings
depicting her. This is the first part of the poem.

p ‘The Lady of Shalott’ by
William Holman Hunt

Tennyson uses adjectives
to describe the
brightness of the flowers.

E

Part I

On either side the river lie
Long fields of barley and of rye,
That clothe the wold and meet the sky;
And thro’ the field the road runs by
To many-tower’d Camelot;
The yellow-leaved waterlily
The green-sheathed daffodilly
Tremble in the water chilly
Round about Shalott.

Willows whiten, aspens shiver.
The sunbeam showers break and quiver
In the stream that runneth ever

Camelot is in the
countryside. Tennyson
is giving us a detailed
description of the
setting.

The personification here
makes the flowers seem
alive.
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The Lady of Shalott
By the island in the river
Flowing down to Camelot.
Four gray walls, and four gray towers
Overlook a space of flowers,
And the silent isle imbowers
The Lady of Shalott.

Despite her situation, the
Lady of Shalott seems
happy.

Tennyson is saying that
the Lady of Shalott sings
like and angel.
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The reaper calls the Lady
of Shalott a ‘fairy’.

The Lady of Shalott is
dressed like royalty.

The little isle is all inrail’d
With a rose-fence, and overtrail’d
With roses: by the marge unhail’d
The shallop flitteth silken sail’d,
Skimming down to Camelot.
A pearl garland winds her head:
She leaneth on a velvet bed,
Full royally apparelled,
The Lady of Shalott.

Wold: countryside
Aspens: a type of tree
Imbowers: encloses
Reaper: a person who harvests the crops
Inrail’d: enclosed
Marge unhail’d / The shallop flitteth
silken sail’d: the small boat outside her
castle is moving in the wind

E

GLOSSARY

Underneath the bearded barley,
The reaper, reaping late and early,
Hears her ever chanting cheerly,
Like an angel, singing clearly,
O’er the stream of Camelot.
Piling the sheaves in furrows airy,
Beneath the moon, the reaper weary
Listening whispers, ‘Tis the fairy,
Lady of Shalott.’

Tennyson has used the
word ‘imbowers’ to
show that the Lady of
Shalott is trapped.

p ‘The Lady of Shalott’ by John William Waterhouse
79
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Poetry

SKILLS FOCUS
✔ Understand and summarise the poem.
✔ Explore the character of the Lady of Shalott.
✔ Analyse Tennyson’s use of language.

LOOK CLOSER
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1 Read the poem again. Based on your reading of the poem, draw a map showing where The Lady of Shalott
is and where the other parts of Camelot are. Make sure that you include the following:
✪ the castle
✪ the boat
✪ the reapers
✪ the trees
✪ the river
✪ the stream
✪ the plants
✪ the flowers.
2 The poem contains some important language features. Copy and fill in the table below, analysing the
language that Tennyson uses.
Language feature

The yellow-leaved waterlily
The green-sheathed daffodilly
Tremble in the water chilly

Adjectives

Willows whiten, aspens shiver.
The sunbeam showers break and quiver

Personification

Hears her ever chanting cheerly,
Like an angel, singing clearly,

Simile

How does this make the reader
feel?

E

Vocabulary

33 Have a look at the structure of the first part of the poem.
✪ How does Tennyson set the scene?
✪ What is he describing in the middle?
✪ How does the mood change at the end of the poem?
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The Lady of Shalott
44 Why do you think that Tennyson has chosen to structure the poem in this way?
Make sure that you use full sentences when you answer these questions.

FAST FINISHERS
This is only one part of the poem. Use the internet to find and read the rest of the poem. What happens to
The Lady of Shalott?

NOW TRY THIS
1 Using the information in this part of the poem, write a diary entry for the Lady of Shalott. How does
she feel being stuck in the tower? You may start your diary like this:

Dear Diary,
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It has been 18 years since I became imprisoned in this tower. I haven’t been outside
in all that time ...
Make sure that you write in first person narrative and use paragraphs when writing your diary.

FAST FINISHERS

How did the Lady of Shalott die? Do some research and then write a newspaper report about her
death. Make sure that you include the following in your report:
✪ a catchy headline
✪ eyewitness accounts
✪ a picture.
Remember the 5 Ws. What happened? Where did it happen? Who did it happen to? When did it
happen? Why did it happen?
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2 There have been many paintings of the Lady of Shalott. In groups of four, search for some of the
paintings online, then choose one painting that depicts her and prepare a presentation about the
painting. Think about the following:
✪ Who is the artist?
✪ What is interesting about the painting?
✪ Which part of the poem is the painting about?
✪ How does the Lady of Shalott come across in this painting?
Share your presentation with the rest of the class.

PRACTICE QUESTION
Read the poem again. How has Tennyson used language to make the
poem interesting? Write at least three paragraphs in response. Here are
some sentence starters to help you with your first paragraph:
✪ Firstly Tennyson uses ...
✪ For example, he writes ...
✪ This makes the poem interesting because ...
[8 marks]
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