Unit 3 The Human Environment

The environmental impacts (effects) of
tourism

Revised

Area

Environmental impacts of tourism

Cyprus – an island in the
Mediterranean

Due to the development of tourism in certain parts of Cyprus, Lara Beach on the
Akamas Peninsula has been protected for Green and Hawksbill Turtles to lay their
eggs.

Zanzibar – an island off
Stone Town, in Zanzibar, has being designated as a World Heritage Site. This is as a
the east coast of Africa, a direct result of the number of tourists who were visiting it. This has given it protection
Muslim country
from tourism development. Development can take place only if it is to help to
conserve the buildings in the town.
Money from tourism has also been used to improve the buildings of Stone Town, for
example the Zanzibar Serena Hotel.
The Maldives – a group
of islands in the Indian
Ocean

The enclave resorts on the Maldives have caused problems for the coral reefs that
surround them. There has been a decrease in fish numbers and species. This is due
to the environmental problems caused by tourism due to sewage disposal and the
tourists themselves swimming close to the coral reef.
When new resorts are developed, the government insists that the sewage is dealt
with in an eco-friendly way and that tourists are made aware of the environmental
damage that they cause.

Lulworth Cove, Dorset

The environmental impacts of tourism at Lulworth Cove in Dorset have been
minimised by the use of tourist money. People pay to park their cars at Lulworth
Cove. This money has been used to build a Heritage centre which teaches the tourists
about the area. It has also been used to improve the signage and to re-lay the
footpaths which had become worn due to the sheer numbers of tourists who use
them.

Exam tip

You could be asked questions that require recall of knowledge. You
should learn at least one specific social, economic and environmental
impact, both positive and negative.

Check your understanding
1 Define the terms social, economic and environmental impacts.
2 Draw three spider diagrams to show the impacts of tourism: one for social impacts, one
for economic impacts and one for environmental impacts. Include at least one positive
and negative impact in each one.
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Exam tip

Exam practice
Explain the impacts of tourism on the environment. Use examples in
your answer.
(4 marks)
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You may be asked questions
about the effects of tourism on a
photograph of an area you do not
know. In this case you will have
to apply your knowledge about
general effects to the area shown.
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Malham shop owner
I can open the shop all week
in the summer because of the
numbers of tourists in the
village. This is great for me
and the local community.
Attitudes to tourism
vary between
individuals,
organisations and
governments

Lulworth Heritage centre
manager
People who come to the area
usually start their visit here.
The centre teaches them
about the area – educated
tourists cause less damage.

Photograph A

Peruvian government official
Tourism is great for the
country as it brings in lots of
money.

Chapter 16 A Tourist’s World

Hotel worker in the
Maldives
I work long hours at the
resort and rarely see my
family who live on the
‘home islands’. I only wish
that the pay was better.

Photograph B

Exam practice
Study the photographs A and B.
Photograph A is of a ski resort in the French Alps.
1 Describe the physical and human attractions of the area.
2 Look again at the photograph.
a What type of leisure breaks could take place in this area?
b Give reasons for your answer to part (a).
3 Explain the effects of tourism on this area.

Photograph B is of a tourist area in the UK.
4 Describe the type of leisure tourism that could take place in this area.
5 Explain the effects of tourism on this area.
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