
GCSE history

The making of our modern world

eMagazine  

now available 

Revisiting the 
Hundred Years War
Was French victory inevitable?

Postwar immigration
Why was it so controversial?

Battles of the  
First World War
Which were the most significant?

Women in  
Weimar Germany
Answering source-based  
questions in the exam

April 2020     Volume 30     Number 3



eMagazine
■ A full digital version of the magazine, 

available through our subscription service 
Dynamic Learning 

■ Downloadable to any two devices so you can 
read the latest issue on tablet or smartphone 

■ Add, edit and organise personal notes
■ Perpetual access to the whole volume (no 

expiry date)
■ All subscriptions just £10 + VAT 

Full details of how to subscribe and allocate 
student subscriptions at  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/magazines

Information

Editorial team:  
Paul Short and Dan Silverman

Editorial enquiries:
magazines@philipallan.co.uk

How to subscribe
For details of prices and ordering information go to  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/magazines or contact 
Philip Allan magazines, Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, 
Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4SE
tel: 01235 827827, fax: 01235 400401
e-mail: subscriptions@bookpoint.co.uk

Published by Hodder Education,  
an Hachette UK company, Blenheim Court, George Street, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 5BH

ISBN: 9781510470989
Use this ISBN to order more copies at  

www.hoddereducation.co.uk

All website addresses in the magazine are correct at the time of 
going to press. HINDSIGHT takes no responsibility for the content of 
any recommended sites.

© HODDER & STOUGHTON LTD 2020
ISSN 0958-3637

Illustrations are reproduced with permission from Alamy/Ian 
Dagnall Computing/Lanmas/Vital Archive/Pictorial Press Ltd, 
Getty Images/Evening Standard/Stringer/Mirrorpix/Hulton 
Deutsch/The White House/Handout, Mark Rathbone and 
TopFoto.

The front cover image shows King John II of France in battle at 
Poitiers during the Hundred Years War, 1356. Hulton Archive/
Getty Images.

Publishing Editor: Benjamin Roberts
Artwork: 320 Design

Printed in Great Britain.

All website addresses in the magazine 
are correct at the time of going to press. 
HINDSIGHT takes no responsibility for the 
content of any recommended sites.

Volume 30   Number 3 April 2020

 1 The abolition of the death penalty  
Why was the death penalty abolished in the 1960s?
Sarah Wright, Bedford Modern School

 5 Exploration under Elizabeth I   
Who were the significant figures?
Nick Shepley

 8 The Aztec civilisation
Rob Quinn

 10 Improve your grade      
A question on the golden age of Weimar Germany — 
and how to tackle depth study questions on inference 
and the utility of sources.
Nikki Christie

 14 Did the Nazis establish total control  
over Germany?
David McGill, Abingdon School, Oxfordshire

 16 Key figures in the American Revolution
Dan Silverman

 18 The Hundred Years War    
What were the key events in this conflict?
Scott Reeves

 22 Online       
How the internet can help with your study of sources  
on the civil rights movement in the USA.
David McGill, Abingdon School, Oxfordshire

 24 Key battles of the First World War   
Which battle was the most significant on the  
Western Front?
Mark Rathbone

 28 Postwar immigration and the legacy  
of empire       
What triggered it and how did people in the   
UK respond?
Rob Salem, Caterham School, Surrey

 32 File on…      
Condoleezza Rice, 1954–
 Mark Rathbone

 34 Anniversaries      
2020 is the seventy-fifth anniversary of   
Vietnamese independence.
David McGill, Abingdon School, Oxfordshire



1www.hoddereducation.co.uk/hindsight

1933 no one under 18 could be executed. By 1938 
the murder of a child under 1 year of age by the 
mother was treated as manslaughter because she 
was assumed to have a disturbed balance of mind 
due to recent childbirth. In reality, no one under 18 
had been executed for murder since 1889 and no 
mother had been hanged for killing her newborn 
baby since 1849. 

These changes in the law simply reflected what 
was happening in practice rather than marking a 
real change in how capital punishment was admin-
istered. However, in 1931 an Act was passed so that 
pregnant women were no longer to be hanged for 
their crimes after giving birth which was a change.

In the case of murder outside these exemptions, 
the judge had no option but to impose a death sen-
tence, regardless of the circumstances. In recogni-
tion of this, many murderers were saved from the 
hangman by the home secretary who could exer-
cise the royal prerogative of mercy. Nonetheless, 
at no point prior to 1969 was there a majority of 
the public in favour of abolition. Even at the high 
point of public support for abolition in the 1930s 
no more than 40% favoured getting rid of the death 
penalty.

The abolition of the 
death penalty

Sarah Wright explores why the death 
penalty was abolished in the 1960s

In 1861 the law was changed so that only four 
crimes committed by civilians remained capital 
offences (i.e. punishable by death): murder, 

treason, piracy with violence and arson in dock-
yards and arsenals. However, in practice the only 
crime the death penalty was imposed for was 
murder.

Use of the death penalty
The early twentieth century saw further restric-
tions on the use of capital punishment so that by 

Edexcel Crime and punishment in Britain, c.1000–
present
Eduqas Changes in crime and punishment, c.500 to 
the present day
OCR (B) Crime and punishment, c.1250 to present
WJEC Changes in crime and punishment c.1500 to 
the present day

Exam links 

Source A
Crowds demonstrating 
outside Wandsworth 
Prison following the 
execution of Derek 
Bentley, 28 January 
1953

1 Explain one way in 
which the use of the 
death penalty before 
1850 was different 
from after 1900.
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might be hanged. Three cases in the 1950s created 
severe public disquiet about the death penalty.

Case 1: Timothy Evans
The first was the execution of Timothy Evans in 
1950. At the time, Evans’ conviction and execu-
tion created little publicity. Evans was executed for 
the murder of his baby daughter, after the bodies 
of his wife and daughter were discovered in their 
washhouse. However, it later became clear that both 
had been killed by their neighbour John Christie. 
Unknown at the time, Christie was a serial killer, 
killing at least seven women. 

Evans had confessed to the murder of his wife 
in the shock of being told his daughter was also 
dead, but later retracted it, realising that Christie 
must have been responsible. However, Evans (who 
had learning difficulties and was illiterate) was not 
believed. Three years later in 1953, Christie was 
tried and executed for the murder of his own wife. 
Christie’s crimes raised doubts about Evans’ guilt. It 
was almost inconceivable that two men had ended 
up living in the same house, killing in the same way 
and hiding the bodies in the same place. After a long 
campaign, Evans received a posthumous pardon in 
October 1966.

Case 2: Derek Bentley
Derek Bentley’s case remains extremely contro-
versial. Unlike Evans, the concern was not so 
much about the rightness of Bentley’s conviction, 
but rather that the home secretary had refused 
to reprieve Bentley from execution. A policeman 
was shot in Croydon during a bungled robbery by 
Bentley and his 16-year-old companion, Christopher 
Craig, on 2 November 1952. Craig was too young 
to be hanged, but Bentley, who was 19 at the time, 
was not. 

Arguments against abolition
The key justification for using the death penalty was 
that it was both a unique and effective deterrent, 
protecting society from a higher rate of murder. It 
was also argued that it served as retribution for the 
wrong committed. Both of these arguments strongly 
influenced public opinion. Despite some progress 
through the 1920s and 1930s, the case for aboli-
tion suffered a setback as a result of the Second 
World War. Some historians have argued that the 
experience of war had encouraged people to see the 
world in moral terms of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ and this 
strengthened the argument of capital punishment 
as appropriate retribution. 

Especially after 1945, people supported the 
death penalty because they feared that crime would 
increase dramatically following abolition. As the 
decades after 1945 marked a significant change in 
society, support for capital punishment increased. 
Many saw such change as linked to declining morals 
which, it was argued, must be linked to an increase 
in crime, so the death penalty must be kept. Thus, 
the death penalty was abolished in 1969 against 
public opinion not because of it.

Arguments for abolition
The firm beginnings of the abolitionist movement 
can be found in the 1920s. Some argued that on a 
moral level, all killing is unequivocally wrong, even 
if that killing (in the form of execution) is carried 
out by the state. Additionally, as well as acting as 
retribution and deterrence, abolitionists argued 
punishment should be reformative (i.e. punish-
ment should help to re-establish ‘a good citizen’), 
but the death penalty could not be reformative if 
there was no opportunity for criminals to learn 
their lessons. 

Some abolitionists also challenged whether 
the death penalty really was a unique and effec-
tive deterrent. Groups working towards abolition 
in the 1920s and 1930s such as the Howard League 
for Penal Reform and the National Council for the 
Abolition of the Death Penalty (NCADP) worked 
hard to produce a reasoned, evidence-based argu-
ment for abolition. They stated that in a high pro-
portion of cases the murderer was acting impulsively 
or suffering from mental abnormality. The death 
penalty would not act as a deterrent as such murders 
were not the result of rational decision making. 

Abolitionists also used statistics to show that 
the ending of the death penalty in other coun-
tries had not resulted in the number of murders 
increasing. 

The risk of executing innocent 
people
A final argument used by abolitionists was that 
there was always the risk that an innocent person 

3 How useful are 
Sources A and B for 
an enquiry into the 
reasons why the 
execution of Derek 
Bentley was so 
controversial?

Source B
Memorandum by the home secretary, Sir David 
Maxwell Fyfe, explaining his reasons for allowing 
Bentley to be executed:

It was a very bad murder, involving the death of 
a police officer, committed at a time when there 
is much public anxiety about numbers of crimes 
of violence. Many of these crimes of violence are 
committed by young persons and I must pay regard 
to the deterrent effect which the carrying out of 
the sentence in this case would be likely to have. If 
Craig had been of an age when he could have been 
executed, the sentence would have been carried out 
in his case and there would have been no grounds for 
interfering with the sentence against Bentley. It would 
be dangerous to give the impression that an older 
adolescent could escape the full penalty by using an 
accomplice of less than 18 years of age. I feel also 
that it is important to protect the unarmed police.

2 Outline the key 
arguments used by 
those in favour of the 
abolition of the death 
penalty.
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penalty. The police had to be called to Holloway 
Prison the night before the execution because a 
huge crowd had gathered.

Steps towards abolition
While these individual cases increased public disquiet, 
public opinion remained opposed to the wholescale 
abolition of the death penalty for murder. However, 
by 1955 most MPs were in favour of abolition, 
although the House of Lords and the Conservative 
government itself remained firmly opposed. 

Attempting to silence the abolitionists, the gov-
ernment passed the Homicide Act in 1957, which 
introduced the concepts of capital and non-capital 
murder. Only five types of murder could now be 
punished by death — the five where the ‘deterrent 
effect’ was felt the most likely to work. These were: 

 ■ murder in the course of theft
 ■ murder in the course of resisting arrest or 

escaping from legal custody
 ■ murder of a police officer
 ■ murder by shooting or causing an explosion
 ■ second murders

However, Bentley had learning difficulties (he 
had the mental age of 11). Even making him stand 
trial at all was questionable. Bentley was reported 
to have said ‘Let him have it’ before the shot was 
fired. Despite the ambiguous meaning of these 
words, Bentley was charged on the basis of joint 
enterprise, as he had gone out knowing Craig had 
a revolver. The jury found Bentley guilty but recom-
mended mercy. In previous cases, this led the home 
secretary to use the royal prerogative of mercy, but 
despite a petition for leniency by 200 MPs and wide-
spread public expectation, Bentley was hanged in 
January 1953.

Case 3: Ruth Ellis
On 13 July 1955, nightclub manager Ruth Ellis 
became the last woman to be executed in the 
UK. She was 28 years old and a mother to two 
young children. She was convicted of murdering 
her abusive lover, David Blakely. Because of Ellis’ 
demeanour in court and the violence to which 
Blakely had subjected her, there was widespread 
opposition to the judge’s decision to enact the death 

Source C
Ruth Ellis with her 
abusive lover, David 
Blakely, who she was 
later convicted of 
murdering



Source D
Sydney Silverman, 
abolition campaigner
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However, it was not the final end of the death 
penalty because an amendment championed by 
ex-Conservative home secretary Henry Brooke 
meant that the Act would expire in July 1970 unless 
both Houses of Parliament voted again for abolition. 

Silverman’s tireless work in seeking the perma-
nent abolition of the death penalty seemed under 
threat. After the shooting of three policemen in 
Shepherd’s Bush, London, in August 1966, polls 
suggested that over 80% of the population sup-
ported some sort of death penalty. In 1969, the 
Conservative Party Annual Conference voted 1,117 
votes to 958 to restore the death penalty, but the 
Conservative leader, Edward Heath (shaped by his 
own experiences in the Second World War), refused 
to make it official party policy. 

In order to avoid the issue becoming a focus 
at the next general election, it was announced on  
8 December 1969 that the decision as to whether 
the abolition would be permanent would be made 
before Christmas. After 3 days of debate and a free 
vote, both Houses of Parliament voted in favour of 
making the abolition permanent.

However, even then the death penalty was not 
completely gone. The 1969 Act was only concerned 
with murder, it was not until 1998 that the death 
penalty for treason, piracy with violence and arson 
in dockyards and arsenals was removed from the 
statute books. Nonetheless, to all intents and pur-
poses the 1969 Act achieved abolition and had done 
so against the wishes of most of those living in the 
UK at the time. HS

Although the act was in many ways an unsatis-
factory compromise, it was an important turning 
point. It showed that the death penalty was not a 
retributory punishment and highlighted the prac-
tical problems of trying to categorise murder. For 
example, if someone was abused and then shot their 
abuser they would receive the death penalty, but if 
they stabbed them they would not. 

Such anomalies meant that eventually the law 
would need to be changed, but the election of a 
pro-abolitionist Labour government under Harold 
Wilson in 1964 marked another key development. 
The government announced that a free vote would 
be allowed at all stages for a private members’ bill 
introduced by the veteran abolition campaigner 
Sydney Silverman.

Key support for abolition
Other changes meant that the passage of such a bill 
through the Lords might now be possible. Although 
some judges had long been opposed to the death 
penalty due to their own experience of having to 
pass the sentence, by 1965, under the leadership 
of the lord chief justice, Parker, all judicial opposi-
tion to abolition had disappeared. Parker himself 
was not morally opposed to the death penalty, but 
he was appalled at the anomalies which the 1957 
Act had created. 

Church leaders had also become more con-
cerned about the death penalty since the late 
1940s and the appointment of the pro-abolition 
Michael Ramsey as archbishop of Canterbury in 
1965 meant Silverman’s bill would be supported by 
the Church of England representatives in the Lords. 
A further boost was given by the appointment of 
Gerald Gardiner as lord chancellor — the abolition-
ists now had a powerful spokesman in the Lords.

The process of abolition
Eventually, Silverman’s bill reached the House 
of Lords and became law on 8 November 1965. 

Summary
 ■ The arguments against the abolition of the death 

penalty were that it created a unique deterrent and 
served as retribution for the wrong committed, 
whereas those for abolition suggested that all killing 
was wrong, even by the state, and that punishment 
should allow criminals the chance to reform their 
behaviour.

 ■ Groups such as the Howard League for Penal 
Reform and the National Council for the Abolition 
of the Death Penalty worked to persuade opinion 
through reasoned, evidence-based arguments, but 
at no point were the majority of the public in favour 
of abolition.

 ■ In the 1950s the executions of Timothy Evans, 
Derek Bentley and Ruth Ellis were controversial and 
made some members of the public uneasy about the 
use of the death penalty. 

 ■ The Homicide Act 1957 introduced new concepts 
of capital and non-capital murder, but this created 
huge problems and unacceptable anomalies in the 
law.

 ■ The election of the Labour government led to the 
passing of Sydney Silverman’s abolition bill on  
8 November 1965, but this only became permanent 
in 1969.

Source E
Young people in 
London signing a 
petition advocating the 
reinstatement of the 
death penalty,  
3 October 1967

4 Research the role of 
Sydney Silverman in 
the campaign for the 
abolition of the death 
penalty.

5 Explain the reasons 
why it was possible for 
Silverman’s bill to pass 
through both Houses 
of Parliament in 1965 
even though the 
majority of the public 
were against it.

6 How could you 
follow up Source E to 
find out more about 
the reasons why 
people were opposed 
to the abolition of the 
death penalty between 
1965 and 1969?
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Source A
Elizabeth I, ‘The 
Armada Portrait’

Exploration under 
Elizabeth I

Star Wars poster, 
1977

Nick Shepley focuses on the most 
significant figures in the golden age 
of Elizabethan exploration and the 
consequences of their journeys

In the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century, 
the future of trade, exploration and settlement 
in the Americas, Asia and Africa seemed to 

belong exclusively to Spain and Portugal. In 1494, 
the Treaty of Tordesillas, which was overseen by 
the Catholic Church, granted most of the North 
and South American continents to the control of 
Spain, and the eastern portion of South America 
(now Brazil) to Portugal. However, within 50 years 
England had established itself as a powerful con-
tender on the high seas as its explorers, traders, col-
onisers and slavers began to challenge Spanish and 
Portuguese supremacy. 

Martin Frobisher, 1535–94
Martin Frobisher was a Yorkshireman whose naval 
career began in 1553 as a cabin boy on the first 
English expedition to Benin in Africa, which at the 
time had close trading links with Portugal. On his 
second expedition to Africa the following year he was 
held hostage in Portuguese Guinea and eventually 
taken captive by Portuguese traders. He was taken 
to Portugal from where he escaped back to England.

Searching for the Northwest Passage
In 1560 he planned to set sail again, this time as 
the captain of an expedition to find a theorised 
route through the Americas to the Indies known as 
the Northwest Passage. This route passed along the 
coast of Greenland and through the northern coast 
of Canada, before reaching the Pacific Ocean via the 
north coast of what is now Alaska. However, it would 
be over a decade before Frobisher’s expedition began. 

During the first half of the 1560s he operated 
as a privateer (a seafaring mercenary, sailing his 
own privately-owned ship but paid by the crown to 
attack England’s enemies), and seized five French 
ships in the English Channel. Frobisher had to 
obtain a licence to explore the northern sea routes 
to Asia from the Muscovy Company — a trading 
company that had a monopoly on the kind of explo-
ration that Frobisher proposed. 

Failure
His first voyage in 1574 failed to find the passage 
and Frobisher brought home what he believed was 
a gold-bearing stone (though no gold was found). 
He used the possibility of gold to raise money for a 
second voyage in 1577, where he discovered what 
he thought was gold and brought back 200 tonnes 
of it. It was in fact worthless iron pyrites (fool’s 
gold). He also kidnapped three native Inuit people 
from Hall’s Island in what is now Frobisher Bay, 
all of whom died shortly after arriving in England. 

Both the second and Frobisher’s third and final 
expedition in 1578 ended in failure, with no dis-
covery of the Northwest Passage. The third failure 
drove his backers into bankruptcy. The failure of 
Frobisher’s expeditions demonstrates how finan-
cially precarious exploring was and how financi-
ers and underwriters could easily be driven into 
bankruptcy and debtors prison if explorers did not 
return with riches.

AQA Elizabethan England, c.1568–1603
Edexcel Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88
Eduqas The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603
OCR (B) The Elizabethans, 1580–1603
WJEC The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603

Exam links 

1 Study Source A. 
What does it show 
about Elizabeth’s 
naval and imperial 
ambitions?
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Source B
Richard Hakluyt’s map 
of the world, 1599

Richard Hakluyt, 1552–1616
One highly influential figure during the period was 
Richard Hakluyt, who, while not being an explorer 
himself, wrote two manifestoes for the explora-
tion and colonisation of North America: Divers 
Voyages Touching the Discoverie of America (1582) 
and The Principall Navigations, Voiages, Traffiques 
and Discoueries of the English Nation (1589–1600). 
The second book became a three-volume series. 
It argued for the colonisation of Virginia and was 
read by many influential figures. This started to 
shift government policy towards officially favour-
ing colonial expansion. 

The case for colonialisation
In 1584 Hakluyt wrote a Discorse on Western Planting 
for Sir Walter Raleigh to present to Elizabeth I 
which claimed that Spain did not have the power 
to prevent English expansion into the Americas 
and that there was more than enough territory for 
England. Hakluyt was one of the first to argue that 
exploration and trade policy could transition into 
direct colonialisation and that new lands could 
become dumping grounds for England’s surplus 
poor and criminal classes. 

Hakluyt’s work was responsible for a radical 
transformation in how England saw itself in the 
late sixteenth century — from simply the main part 
of an island in northwest Europe to a global mar-
itime power involved in a race for colonies, trade 
and wealth. 

John Hawkins
English exploration and the slave trade were deeply 
interconnected. The creator of the ‘triangular trade’ 
in slaves from Africa to the Americas was the pri-
vateer John Hawkins. His second cousin was Sir 
Francis Drake, who was also deeply implicated in 
the establishment of the slave trade and accompa-
nied Hawkins on his first voyages.

Commercial slavery
Hawkins was not the first English mariner to kidnap 
Africans and bring them to England, but he was the 
first to see the commercial potential in slavery. He 
knew that his main clients were Spanish colonists 
in the Caribbean and Venezuela who had enslaved 
and decimated the indigenous populations on those 
colonies and now needed a new workforce. In 1562 
he established a commercial syndicate and raised 
money for three ships which he sailed to Sierra 
Leone, where he stole a Portuguese slave ship and 
sold it and its slaves in Santo Domingo (now the 
Dominican Republic).

On his second voyage, he sailed from England to 
West Africa in a ship leased to him by Elizabeth I, 
signifying her investment in his slave trading activi-
ties. Hawkins crossed the Atlantic to Venezuela, and 
despite the fact that Spain kept a monopoly on trade 
in the region, he was able to sell slaves and other 
goods by paying Spanish taxes and demonstrating 
‘good behaviour’ (which meant obeying local laws 
and not engaging in piracy against the Spanish). 

2 Examine Source B.  
What does the map 
indicate about 
navigation in the late 
sixteenth century?
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present-day North Carolina. The first failed and 
the second ended with the mysterious vanishing 
of its inhabitants by 1587. Raleigh spent considera-
ble time and energy trying to navigate the Orinoco 
River in present-day Venezuela, trying to discover 
the fabled city of El Dorado and its supposed riches. 
He returned to England without ever having discov-
ered gold in South America.

Francis Drake
Francis Drake was the most successful explorer of 
the Elizabethan era and the second mariner to cir-
cumnavigate the globe. He followed the expedition, 
half a century before him, of Ferdinand Magellan, 
the Portuguese explorer who traversed the globe in 
1519. Drake set sail in 1577 in an expedition that 
once again had the blessing of the crown because of 
its strategic value in warfare against Spain. Elizabeth 
hoped that it would provide England with the 
opportunity to wage war against Spain along the 
Pacific Coast of South America.

Circumnavigation of the globe
The 3-year expedition from 1577 to 1580 was in 
part a journey of exploration and navigation, and 
also a military campaign. Drake raided Spanish 
vessels along the route and claimed territory in the 
name of England, establishing a small colony in 
what is now California called ‘New Britain’. On his 
arrival in Plymouth in 1580 on his ship the Golden 
Hind, he had just 59 surviving crew, the rest having 
died of disease or other privations on the journey. 

The crown’s share of the plunder seized along 
the way surpassed its regular annual income for 
that year. Drake’s discoveries and accounts of the 
journey, along with his navigational calculations, 
were considered so precious they were kept as the 
queen’s secrets. HS

Writings
After his third and final voyage Hawkins wrote 
an account of his travels in A true declaration of the 
troublesome voyadge of M. John Haukins to the parties 
of Guynea and the west Indies, in the yeares of our 
Lord 1567 and 1568 (1569). He was quite open in 
revealing that slavery was intimately connected to 
English trade and exploration. Hawkins saw the 
trade in non-European human beings as a legiti-
mate business activity. 

Sir Walter Raleigh
Walter Raleigh is the best-known figure in the story 
of Elizabethan exploration, and initially he had 
the greatest access to royal patronage of any of his 
peers. Raleigh was a minor aristocrat from the de 
Raleigh family in Devon. He had served the crown 
in Ireland, suppressing rebellion in the 1570s before 
gaining a royal charter from Elizabeth I to explore 
and conquer any and all ‘remote, heathen and bar-
barous lands, countries and territories, not actually 
possessed of any Christian Prince or inhabited by 
Christian People’. 

Attempts to establish a colony in  
the Americas
Elizabeth gave Raleigh 7 years in which to establish 
a colony in the Americas that would give England a 
strategic advantage against Spain. It would be a base 
to raid Spanish colonies from, to plunder Spanish 
ships sailing from South America laden with gold 
and would be a safe port for Elizabethan privateers. 
These seaborne mercenaries seized Spanish gold 
and ships and operated under a royal charter. 

Raleigh never visited North America, but under 
his auspices, in 1585, Sir Ralph Lane established 
the first of two colonies at Roanoke Island in 

Summary
 ■ England was a relative latecomer in the sixteenth 

century to exploring the globe and much of its maritime 
activities were the product of conflict with Spain.

 ■ Privateers were seaborne mercenaries who raided 
French and Spanish ships at the bidding of the 
crown. They were often given charters by the crown, 
becoming a supplementary private navy.

 ■ Explorers were often involved in merchant trade, 
warfare and the slave trade.

 ■ Elizabeth I actively encouraged exploration for 
financial and strategic reasons.

 ■ In the sixteenth century ideas about England’s 
maritime place in the world were changing. Books 
such as those published by Hakluyt encouraged the 
belief among many people that England’s naval 
exploration could establish the country as a global 
power.

Source C
In 1562, John Hawkins set out on a voyage that 
would mark the beginning of the English slave trade. 
Documents reveal that he left Plymouth with the 
purpose of capturing Africans along the Guinea Coast. 
The travel writer Richard Hakluyt (c.1552–1616) says 
that Hawkins ‘got into his possession partly by the 
sworde and partly by other meanes to the number of 
300 negroes’. In Sierra Leone, he took a ship laden 
with ivory, wax and 500 Africans.

Hawkins, commanding the ship Salomon, then 
made the voyage from the Guinea coast to the West 
Indies. He arrived at the port of Monte Christi, in 
what is now the Dominican Republic, where they ‘did 
deposit 125 slaves at 100 ducats each’ (about £25–30 
in present-day terms). The Africans were offered for 
sale to estate owners in the Americas, who required 
a constant supply of cheap labour for their sugar and 
tobacco plantations.

From the National Archives website: www.tinyurl.com/r3x3cqf

3 Study Source C. 
What does the source 
suggest about John 
Hawkins and the 
beginnings of the 
Atlantic slave trade?

4 How far do 
Sources A to C give 
a clear picture of 
the development of 
English exploration in 
the sixteenth century?
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Eduqas specification
Component 1F The Voyages of Discovery and 
Conquest of the Americas, 1492–1522

Exam links 

Source A
A priest sacrificing a 
living human heart to 
the god Huitzilopochtli

Rob Quinn focuses on the Aztec civilisation, which 
dominated Central America by the early sixteenth century 
when Spanish explorers and adventurers arrived

Religion
Religion maintained the power of the nobility and glorified war. 
Hundreds of gods were worshipped across the empire, covering 
every aspect of life, for example 

 ■ Huitzilopochtli, god of the sun
 ■ Tlaloc, god of rain
 ■ Centeotl, god of maize
 ■ Quetzalcoatl, god of learning

Each province had its own local gods. Aztec warriors would destroy 
the temples of their enemies to encourage them to surrender. 
They carried images of these defeated gods back to the House of 
Foreign Gods in the sacred precinct in Tenochtitlan. The Aztecs did 
not impose their own gods on conquered peoples.

The Aztecs believed the gods had sacrificed themselves to create 
the world. Priests recreated this to continue life in the world. Daily 
sacrifices of blood from cuts were carried out. Large-scale human 
sacrifice was part of special ceremonies, usually to commemorate 
military victories. Most sacrificial victims were captured enemy 
soldiers, or those who had been offered as part of a province’s tribute.

Priests used sacred calendars to work out the best times to 
fight battles, carrying out rituals to ensure victory. The emperor 
was both warrior and priest, making sure that sacrifices to the 
Huitzilopochtli and Tlaloc kept them fed with human blood to 
ensure the continuation of the world.

Government
In 1428 three Aztec cities joined together to form the Triple 
Alliance — Tenochtitlan, Texcoco and Tlacopan. By 1519 this Aztec 
empire was made up of 450 alteptel (city states) ruled by tlatoani 
(high-ranking nobility) and arranged into 55 provinces with a total 
population of 10 million.

There were two types of provinces:

 ■ Tributary provinces. Conquered city states forced to pay 
tributes of goods or weapons several times a year. They quickly 
benefited from access to trade with other provinces.

 ■ Strategic provinces. These were further from the centre of the 
empire and ruled much less harshly. Rather than sending tribute 
they fought for the empire.

Control was initially enforced by the army, made of a core of highly 
skilled noble warriors from Tenochtitlan, with further soldiers 
provided by the provinces. The army was used to conquer new 
provinces for the empire, but could also be used against rebellious 
provinces. Every Aztec boy went through military training.

Aztec rule was not normally harsh. Conquered provinces 
maintained local customs and local rulers were not replaced as 
long as they stayed loyal and paid their tributes. Provinces within 
the empire became economically interdependent — the empire 
needed tributes to maintain its wealth, while membership of the 
empire gave access to trade and wealth in return.

The Aztec civilisation 
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Source B
A map of the Aztec 
capital, Tenochtitlan, 
drawn in 1524

Tenochtitlan
The Mexica tribe were told in a prophecy to settle where they saw 
an eagle perched on a cactus. They saw this on an island in the 
middle of a lake and built their city — Tenochtitlan. A series of 
islands formed the core of the city that could only be reached by a 
series of causeways from the shore. By 1519, 200,000 people lived 
in Tenochtitlan making it one of the three largest cities in the world 
at the time. 

The street pattern was a north–south east–west grid. The four 
main divisions of the city each had their own temple. Skilled 
workers and nobles lived closer to the centre while the outside of 
the city was made up of the houses of commoners and chinampas 
(artificial fields built on the lake). The emperor’s palace was to the 
side of the sacred precinct at the centre of the city and was the 
administrative centre of the government as well as his residence.

At the centre was a flat-topped pyramid called the Great Temple 
where the Aztecs believed they would be closer to the world of 
their gods. At the top of the temple steps were two shrines — one 
to Tlaloc, god of rain and water, which was painted blue and one 
to Huitzilopochtli, god of the sun, which was painted red. Human 
sacrifices were made here. The temple precinct included offices, a 
school, a court for playing ball games and racks that held skulls of 
people who had been sacrificed.

Codices
The Aztecs kept records of their way of life in the form of pictures 
and symbols painted on deerskin or bark which were collected 
together into books known as codices. Many of the original Aztec 
codices have been lost, either because they were too fragile, 
because the Aztecs were making sure that nothing contradicted 
their official versions of their history or because the Spanish 
destroyed them because they were offended by them. 

Examples of codices:

 ■ Codex Mendoza — commissioned by the Spanish King Charles I  
in 1541 but written by the Aztecs themselves. Sections on the 
growth of the empire and the tributes paid to it were based on 
pre-Conquest documents. The final section was written to show 
the daily lives of the Aztecs.

 ■ Florentine Codex — an encyclopaedia of Aztec religion, society 
and government compiled by a Spanish friar in the 1570s, telling 
the story of the Spanish Conquest from the Aztec point of view.

 ■ Codex Boturini — a pictorial representation of the mythical 
journey of the Aztecs from Aztlan to Mexico.

 ■ Codex Borbonicus — a calendar of a 52-year cycle, along with a 
list of ritual ceremonies.
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sought to encourage political consciousness and 
engagement rather than apathy. In a similar vein 
the plays of Brecht and Weill were intended to 
develop plays as an art form to engage the viewer 
in a new type of art. Their subject matter may have 
been bleak and they did not shrink from criticism 
of Weimar society, but their art was a call to arms 
for engagement in society.

Urbanisation
Both the Bauhaus movement and the extraordi-
narily vibrant artistic and literary work produced 
under Weimar were influenced by urbanisation. 
Of course, urbanisation was not solely a German 
or Weimar phenomenon but it is worth noting the 
vital role that Berlin itself played in the develop-
ment of Weimar culture. The 1920 Greater Berlin 
Act brought seven smaller cities into the metro- 
polis of Berlin, creating the third largest city in the 
world at the time.

Berlin was at once wealthy and cosmopolitan, 
but it also had a significant underworld based 
on prostitution and drug dealing. The notorious 
cabaret scene, the acceptance of homosexuality and 
the openness regarding erotica meant Berlin was 
unchallenged as the centre of the hectic Weimar cul-
tural scene. The artists of the New Objectivity move-
ment painted what they saw in Berlin. Brecht and 
Weill were performed on its stages and in its final 
years the Bauhaus school was located in the city. 

Disconnect and discontent
The freedoms under Weimar and the energy of its 
artists, designers and intellectuals who had survived 
the horrors of the First World War created a pro-
gressive, modern and urban artistic and cultural 
movement which has proved of lasting cultural 
significance in the twentieth and twenty-first cen-
turies. However, not all Germans were comfort-
able with the freedom and self-expression of the 
Berlin scene. The disconnect between the liberal 
metropolitan urban centres and the rest of rural 
and small town Germany fed into the discontent 
which fuelled Nazi voters in the latter years of the 
Weimar period.

Nikki Christie gives you some tips 
on how to improve your grade when 
answering questions on the golden 
years of the Weimar republic

The same circumstances which caused the 
fragility of the Weimar Republic, and con-
tributed to its ultimate demise, enabled the 

remarkable artistic and intellectual movements of 
the Weimar golden years.

Egalitarianism
Underpinning the unashamedly modernist culture 
of the Weimar period was the goal of an equal 
society which the liberal politicians sought to create. 
Freedom of speech, freedom of religion and the rec-
ognition of equal rights for women and men were 
all enshrined in the constitution of 1918. Progress 
towards social democracy and egalitarianism was 
at the heart of the Weimar Constitution. The area of 
Weimar culture which most encapsulates the pro-
gressive aspects of Weimar was Bauhaus. 

The hugely influential Bauhaus design school 
was based in Weimar initially. Its purpose was to 
work collaboratively to use design and architecture 
to respond to the needs of society rather than to 
produce items for the wealthy. Its legacy was to lay 
down the principle that good design begins as a 
response to function. This idea remains at the heart 
of design and architecture today. 

Rejection of authority
The experience of the horrors of trench warfare 
left many young men and women all over Europe 
with a profound sense of distrust of the old systems 
and politicians. In Germany this was intensified 
by the fact that the old political system was swept 
away in 1918 and that the early years of Weimar 
were marked by extreme economic turmoil. This 
profound rejection of authority can be seen in the 
paintings of Otto Dix, George Grosz and others. 

The New Objectivity artists used unflinching 
realism to highlight the corruption and social prob-
lems they saw around them. By its realism this art 

The golden age 
of Weimar
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It is fair to call the years 1924–28 the golden years of Weimar as 

they were so much better than what came before and after.

The Weimar regime nearly did not survive the threats from the left and 

the right in the first years of Weimar and hyperinflation in 1923 was 

absolutely shocking for Germans. Their money became worthless as 

the government printed more and more and although the crisis ended 

it ended by changing to a new currency so everyone’s savings were 

destroyed. The Dawes Plan changed this and 1924–28 were ‘golden’ 

economically because they were relatively stable. But in 1929 the Wall 

Street Crash ended the golden years and Germany’s economy crashed 

again. So that is why the years 1924–28 are described as golden.

Gustav Stresemann also improved Germany’s foreign situation. 

Signing the Lorcano Pact improved Germany’s relations with France 

and other Western countries and this meant that Germany could be 

part of the international community again. It also meant that events 

like the invasion of the Ruhr would not happen. Germany was respected 

by other nations and being involved in things like the Kellogg-Briand 

Pact proved to German people that their government was stable and 

sensible and respected.

Finally these years were called the ‘golden years’ because it was an 

important time artistically. Weimar is well known for its modern art 

and design and this flourished in the years 1924–28.

It is fair to describe 1924–28 as the golden years of Weimar 

because the years from 1918 to 1923 were a struggle for survival 

and from 1929 more and more Germans were supporting the rise of 

the Nazis.

Student answer

The introduction should signpost the rest of 
the answer and the process of writing your 
introduction should be part of your planning  
for the rest of the answer. Select three points 
below to include in an answer on the golden 
years of Weimar:

 ■ the stabilisation of the German economy
 ■  the rehabilitation of Germany into the 

European club
 ■ the position of women in Weimar
 ■ housing and employment
 ■ art and culture

Remember that your answer does not have to 
be led by the bullet point stimulus. If you know 
little about foreign policy but more on the improv-
ing position of women then it is better to write 
a good well-supported explanation about what 
you know rather than making generalisations. 

Now write a two-sentence introduction that 
demonstrates which three areas of Weimar you 
will be using to explain the ‘golden years’ term 
often given to the period.

Introduction and planning

Read the sentence highlighted in yellow. To 
improve this paragraph there needs to be specific 
supporting evidence regarding the Dawes Plan 
and the Young Plan. Rewrite this point explain-
ing in detail how US loans supported Weimar 
economic recovery. 

Factual knowledge

In the first paragraph of this answer the student references the periods 
before and after the golden years to highlight the chaos both before and 
after. This contains the seeds of an analytical response which could provide 
the basis for useful reflection in a conclusion. Although the years 1924–28 
were more stable than the preceding and subsequent years think about 
whether there is sufficient evidence to describe the period as ‘golden’.

Analysis

This student knows that they need to write three explanatory paragraphs in 
answer to the question. However, the answer lacks detailed subject know-
ledge and does not expand the bullet points sufficiently or go beyond them. 
You need to make explicit links to the question throughout your answer.

Examiner’s comment

Read the section highlighted in blue. The know-
ledge here is much better than in the economic 
paragraph but there need to be clear explana-
tory links to the question. Why did rejoining 
the international club of nations aid Weimar 
recovery and therefore indicate a ‘golden’ period?

The easiest way to write explanatory links is 
to ensure that each paragraph begins with an 
explanation which links back to the question 
using the words of the question and contain-
ing the word because. Complete this explanatory 
link: The years between 1924 and 1928 are often 
referred to as the ‘golden years’ of Weimar because in 
the area of foreign policy the Weimar government…

Explanatory Links

Question
Explain why the years 1924–28 are often referred to as the ‘golden years’ of Weimar. (12 marks)
You may use the following in your answer:
■ Dawes Plan
■ Lorcano Pact
You must also use information of your own.
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Inference and utility of sources

Women in Weimar Germany
Whether inferring from sources or commenting on 
their utility students almost always begin by com-
menting on the content of the sources they are given. 
This is understandable, but often so much answer 
time is given over to describing and commenting 
on the content of sources that students often make 

only cursory use of the source descriptions or fail to 
use them in any meaningful way. Vital information 
regarding the nature, origin and purpose of sources 
is included in the source descriptions which you 
must consider in order to make developed infer-
ences and comment effectively on source utility. 

Source A
The female 
parliamentary 
representatives of the 
Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) in the Weimar 
National Assembly, the 
first parliament of the 
Weimar republic, on 
1 June 1919. Among 
the women sits Marie 
Juchacz (front row, 
third from right), 
director of the party’s 
women’s office. Marie 
Juchacz was also a 
member of the SPD 
party executive or 
committee responsible 
for the policy and 
management of the 
political party

Question 1
What can you infer from Source A about the 
position of women in Weimar Germany?

Top tips
A developed inference must be based on the content 
or the provenance of the source. Think about the 
following questions to help you make two devel-
oped inferences from the source about the position 
of women in Weimar Germany.

 ■ There were 19 female SPD elected representatives 
in the Weimar National Assembly in June 1919. 
What can you infer about the role and position of 
women in the republic from this statistic?

 ■ Marie Juchacz was director of the SPD’s 
‘women’s office’. If the SPD had a separate part 
of its organisation dedicated to women what 
can you infer about the position of women in 
Weimar Germany?

 ■ If Marie Juchacz was included in the SPD 
party executive what does that suggest about the 
position of women in Weimar Germany?
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Source B
Political poster for the elections of 1924. The text 
states ‘Women! Fight with the Communists, vote List 4’

Source D
‘Why do we need costumes, if the women don’t wear 
anything anyhow?’ Cartoon drawn by Eduard Thony 
in 1921 for the satirical German weekly magazine 
Simplicissiums. The cartoon satirises nightclub life

Question 3
How useful are Sources C and D for an enquiry 
into the changing lifestyle of women in Weimar 
Germany?

Top tips
 ■ Remember to begin your answer with specific ref-

erence to the enquiry in question. Use words from 
the question.

 ■ Your answer must refer to the content and prov-
enance of the sources. You must also test their 
utility by applying your contextual knowledge of 
the position of women in Weimar Germany.

 ■ The question is ‘how useful’ and you need to 
reach a judgement on the utility of the sources. They 
cannot be both useful and not useful at the same 
time. 

Source C
Alice Rühle-Gerstel, 1933. Alice Rühle-Gerstel was 
a German psychologist, socialist and author. She 
was forced to leave Germany once the Nazis came 
to power:

Women began to cut an entirely new figure. A 
new economic figure who went out into public 
economic life as an independent worker or wage-
earner entering the free market that had up until 
then been free only for men. A new political figure 
who appeared in the parties and parliaments, at 
demonstrations and gatherings. A new physical 
figure who not only cut her hair and shortened her 
skirts but began to emancipate herself altogether 
from the physical limitations of being female…

Before [the new woman] could evolve into a type 
and expand into an average, she once again ran 
up against barriers.

Question 2
What can you infer from Source B about the 
role of women in Weimar Germany?
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of this. The main aim of the regime was to create 
a racial state where only those deemed fit to be 
members of the German Reich were allowed to 
survive. 

Police state
The most obvious way the Nazi regime controlled 
Germany was by establishing a police state. The 
Reichstag Fire Decree passed on 28 February 1933 
suspended individual rights and the due process of 
law. On 23 March 1933 the Enabling Act cemented 
the transfer of power to the Nazi regime. This meant 
that Germany was a dictatorship. 

The Nazis combined pre-existing security forces 
with their own paramilitary organisations such as 
the SA and the SS to create an apparatus capable 
of destroying any effective opposition. The secret 
police force (the Gestapo) was probably the most 
feared organisation before the war, but the growing 
numbers and power of the SS was also notable. To 
enforce their rule a network of concentration camps 
were built to imprison those who were perceived to 
be enemies of the state. 

Nazi organisations
However, the Nazi regime did not just control 
Germany by fear. It also wanted to make sure all 
Germans were incorporated into the state through 
membership of a wide variety of different organi-
sations. Children and teenagers were expected to 
join groups such as the Hitler Youth. Young men 
and women were expected to do a labour year 
before compulsory conscription sent the men into 
the armed forces while the women prepared for 
marriage and children. 

Civic society was dismantled as all organisations 
outside Nazi control were disbanded and replaced 
by Nazi ones. A good example of this was the Nazi 
labour union (the KdF), which offered holidays and 
cheap loans but no real rights. There was to be no 
private life in Nazi Germany.

The war
As a result of these policies the Nazi regime was 
largely successful in achieving total control over 
Germany. The success of the Nazi regime can be 
seen in the fact that so many Germans fought to 
the bitter end of the war for it. 

David McGill debates to what extent the Nazi government 
established total control over Germany

The Nazi regime that governed Germany 
between 1933 and 1945 aimed to create a 
genuinely totalitarian state. Hitler wanted 

Germans to be controlled by the state from the 
‘cradle to the grave’. The Nazi regime created a range 
of organisations that Germans were expected to par-
ticipate in from childhood. The annual Nuremberg 
rallies were the most obvious and visible expression 

Did the Nazis establish tot

YES
Source A

The SA and SS parade 
before Hitler at the 1935 
Nuremberg rally
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tal control over Germany?
did attempt to establish a ‘Reich church’ and coor-
dinate the Protestant churches into one state-con-
trolled organisation it did not succeed. Individual 
Protestant pastors resisted. The Catholic Church 
also put up resistance to Nazi ideology (despite 
the Papal Concordat of 1933) and led a relatively 
successful campaign in 1939–40 against the eutha-
nasia (or T4) programme which targeted disabled 
children and the mentally ill. 

While it is also true that there was little concerted 
resistance to the deportation of the Jews during the 
war this does not necessarily support the assump-
tion that Germans supported the Holocaust. The 
fact that it was undertaken in secrecy demonstrated 
that the government knew its radical racial policies 
were not popular.

The war
As a result it is difficult to argue that the Nazi 
regime established total control over Germany. 
There is evidence that many Germans were reluc-
tant to engage with it unless forced to do so. The 
war led to the emergence of groups such as the 
Edelweiss Pirates, the July plotters and religious 
dissenters. These groups were involved in resist-
ance activities including defying Nazi regulations, 
disseminating allied propaganda, aiding deserters 
from the German army, attacking the Hitler Youth 
and targeting more prominent Nazis. The Nazis 
reacted strongly. Those caught were either executed 
or imprisoned for their beliefs. Nevertheless, their 
enduring existence clearly demonstrated that civil 
society and some opposition groups survived.

The Nazi regime that governed Germany from 
1933 to 1945 was very good at projecting an 
illusion of totalitarianism, but in reality its 

control over Germany was much less effective than 
has been assumed. While Hitler wanted Germans 
to be controlled from a young age in reality this 
eluded him. The Nazi regime’s attempts to disman-
tle pre-existing civic society failed because organi-
sations like the army and the church retained their 
own corporate identity that survived the govern-
ment’s assaults on it. 

Although many Germans joined the various 
organisations the state established to try to indoc-
trinate them in Nazi ideology many of them paid 
only lip service to the ideals and aims of the regime. 
The racial state that Hitler dreamed of remained 
more of an ideal than a reality.

The army
It is true that the Nazi police state made open oppo-
sition very dangerous. The network of concentra-
tion camps across Germany and the risk of being 
denounced certainly made Germans afraid to speak 
out against the Nazi regime. The Gestapo were also 
quite effective at monitoring Germans — although 
in reality they were few in number and relied on 
denunciations rather than investigations to root out 
subversion. 

In total over 70,000 Germans were executed for 
resisting the regime by special courts (most of these 
in the last years of the war). Opposition came from 
pre-existing groups such as the KPD and SPD as well 
as new groups that sprang up during the regime. The 
military was the most effective opponent of Hitler 
and had always had a number of officers who had 
opposed the regime. The July bomb plot of 1944 
was well organised and supported and could easily 
have killed Hitler and replaced his regime had it not 
been for bad luck.

The church
The failure of the Nazi state to establish full control 
is also evident in its dealings with the Protestant 
and Catholic churches. Although the government 

NO

Summary
Yes, the Nazis established total control 
over Germany

 ■ They set up an effective security apparatus that 
eliminated open opposition.

 ■ They incorporated Germans into the Nazi state 
from a young age.

 ■ The effectiveness of this was demonstrated by 
Germany’s performance in the war.

No, the Nazis did not establish total 
control over Germany

 ■ Despite state repression many Germans still 
opposed the Nazis.

 ■ Institutions such as the army and the church 
remained largely independent.

 ■ The failure of the Nazis is shown in the July plot of 
1944 and youth groups during the war.
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Key figures in the A
Dan Silverman looks at the role played by some 
key figures in the American Revolution

American revolutionaries
Alexander Hamilton
George Washington’s closest aide 
during the revolutionary war. 
Hamilton played a key role on the 
battlefield, in military planning and 
as an emissary between Washington 
and other military leaders such as 
Lafayette.

Benjamin Franklin
A Pennsylvanian and key contributor 
to the Declaration of Independence 
and to the philosophical and political 
development of the USA. He also 
played a significant diplomatic role, 
especially as ambassador to France.

Thomas Jefferson
The principle author of the 
Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
Jefferson was a key political figure 
in Virginia and served as a colonel 
during the War of Independence.

Paul Revere
A businessman in Massachusetts, 
Revere is most famous for his 
midnight ride to warn of the 
approach of the British forces 
before the Battles of Lexington and 
Concorde. He was also a participant 
in the Boston Tea Party in 1773, and 
served in the army and manufactured 
weapons during the war.

George Washington
A key political figure in the 
important colony of Virginia, with 
significant military experience and 
a long record of criticism of British 
rule. Washington was appointed 
as commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army, placing him 
in overall charge of strategy and 
other leading figures in the War of 
Independence.

Abigail Adams
Wife of John Adams, a highly 
influential statesman and Founding 
Father from Massachusetts, she 
played a key role in advocating for 
independence. Her letters serve as a 
vital source providing insight into the 
War of Independence.

Source A
Alexander Hamilton

Source B
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and John Adams 
at the signing of the Declaration of Independence, 1776
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merican Revolution 

George III
As British king, George III was the main 
target of the Declaration of Independence. 
As might be expected from any monarch, 
he was strongly opposed to relinquishing 
control of the American colonies.

General Charles 
Cornwallis
A leading figure in the British military 
whose surrender to Washington after the 
Siege of Yorktown effectively confirmed 
the revolutionaries’ victory in the War of 
Independence. Cornwallis was heavily 
criticised in some quarters for his tactics 
in the war, although he always maintained 
he was following the confused orders 
of General Sir Henry Clinton, the 
commander-in-chief. Conflict between 
generals and poor communication were 
features of the British military throughout 
the campaign. 

Lord North
Prime minister from 1770 to 1782, Lord 
North was responsible for the punitive (and 
provocative) response to the Boston Tea 
Party and was in overall charge of British 
strategy throughout this time, along with 
Lord George Germain who he appointed 
as secretary of state for the colonies.

British

Tom Paine
A British political activist who 
travelled to America in 1774 and 
whose writings between 1776 and 
1783 were so influential that he is 
regarded by some as ‘the father of 
the American Revolution’.

Baron von Steuben
A Prussian nobleman, recruited 
by Benjamin Franklin, who played 
an important role in training the 
Continental Army and on the 
battlefield, including commanding 
one of the three divisions present at 
Yorktown.

Louis XVI
King of France, who followed his 
foreign minister, the Comte de 
Vergennes’ advice to support the 
revolutionaries against the British, 
partly to avenge losses in the Seven 
Years War. French support included 
weaponry, supplies, land forces and 
a naval blockade which was a crucial 
factor in bringing about the British 
surrender.

Marquis de Lafayette
A French military officer who 
was a leading advocate of 
French involvement in the War of 
Independence. He formed a close 
bond with the founding fathers, 
especially Washington, and played 
an important military role, including 
at the decisive battle at Yorktown. 
(Later he became a key figure in the 
French Revolution too.)

Foreign helpers

Source C
General George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette 
giving their orders before the battle at Yorktown, 1781
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The Hundred 
Years War

Edexcel Warfare and British society, c.1250–present
Eduqas The development of warfare, c.500 to the  
present day; Conflict and upheaval: England, 1337–1381
OCR (A) War and British society, c.790 to c.2010
WJEC The development of warfare, c.1250 to the 
present day

Exam links 

Source A
The Battle of Crécy 
depicted in a medieval 
illuminated manuscript

Scott Reeves examines the key events and 
figures in the Hundred Years War
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The Black Prince
The war was briefly forgotten in 1348 as the Black 
Death ravaged both France and England, but it 
began again in 1355 when Edward, the Black Prince 
— the next-in-line to the English throne — led a 
3-month raid across France from Aquitaine. Towns 
were pillaged and plundered, meaning that the 
French king was robbed of money and supplies and 
lost support in the lands that he failed to protect. 
A similar raid in 1356 saw the French manage to 
outflank the Black Prince’s army, but the English 
won another decisive victory at the Battle of Poitiers 
and even managed to capture the new French king, 
John II.

King Edward himself led a campaign into France 
(now temporarily controlled by the dauphin in 
his father’s absence) in 1359, but he was unable 
to capture Reims, where he intended to crown 
himself king of France, or Paris. When the freak 
Black Monday storm killed 1,000 English soldiers 
as they sheltered in their tents outside the besieged 
town of Chartres, Edward proposed peace nego-
tiations. The English king renounced his claim 
to the French throne but was given more land in 
Aquitaine, while John was freed and returned to 
his kingdom. However, it was a kingdom in which 
Edward had increased English landholdings, influ-
ence and power.

Caroline War, 1369–89
Despite the truce, the relationship between England 
and France was still very tense. The two countries 
supported different sides in the War of the Breton 
Succession, the Castilian Civil War and the War of 
the Two Peters. Each hoped to see their allies take 
control of Brittany, Castile and Aragon. 

After 9 years, Anglo-French fighting broke out 
again when the next French king, Charles V, sum-
moned the Black Prince to Paris to explain why he 
was demanding that extra taxes be paid by people 
in Aquitaine. Edward III responded by resurrect-
ing his claim to the French throne, while Charles V  
again declared that Aquitaine was to be confiscated 
by France from the English.

Great Chevauchée
Edward III attempted to repeat the tactics that had 
served him well the first time round. However, this 
time he was too old to campaign himself, while 
the health of his son and heir, the Black Prince, 
was deteriorating. Instead, he asked John of Gaunt 
and his ally, John de Montfort, Duke of Brittany, to 
lead the Great Chevauchée — a raid from Calais in 
August 1373 that aimed to traverse France, pillag-
ing and causing havoc as they went.

However, the raiding party was constantly har-
assed by the French. One particular ambush led 
to 600 deaths, while the majority of their luggage 

The period of medieval history we now know 
as the Hundred Years War did not in fact last 
100 years. It lasted from 1337 to 1453 — 116 

years — but England and France were not actually at 
war for the entire period. Historians tend to divide 
the Hundred Years War into three major phases sep-
arated by truces. This gives a better idea that it was 
a series of separate but related conflicts.

Edwardian War, 1337–60
More than a century of Anglo-French rivalry arose 
from disagreements over who had the right to rule 
France. Philip VI became king of France in 1328, 
but the king of England, Edward III, had a weak 
claim to sit on the French throne instead. In 1337, 
Philip announced that the lands that Edward owned 
in southwest France — the Duchy of Aquitaine — 
should be confiscated by the French throne because 
Edward had refused to accept Philip’s authority in 
France. Edward III responded by declaring war, 
hoping to remove Philip VI from the throne and 
take his place.

Crécy and Calais
Edward was backed by nobles in much of Flanders 
(modern-day Belgium) and won a sea battle at Sluys 
that guaranteed English control of the Channel. 
Then, in July 1346, Edward launched a massive 
invasion across the water, capturing the town of 
Caen in a single day.

After a month, Philip’s army managed to pin 
down the pillaging English, but the French were 
defeated at the disastrous Battle of Crécy. The French 
knights were disorganised, charging uphill through 
muddy ground. This made them easy targets for the 
English longbowmen. Despite being outnumbered 
two-to-one, the English overwhelmed the French 
and won a huge victory.

With the French army effectively destroyed, 
there was little to stop the English moving north 
and laying siege to Calais for 11 months until the 
gates of the port town were opened. Edward had 
secured a vital foothold in northern France that 
would allow the English to threaten invasion for 
the rest of the war.

1 Look at Source B. 
What events might be 
considered turning 
points in the Hundred 
Years War? Which do 
you think was most 
important?

Source B

Milestones in the Hundred Years War
1346 Battle of Crécy
1356 Battle of Poitiers
1360 Black Monday storm
1373 Great Chevauchée
1377 Death of Edward III
1392 First episode of Charles VI’s mental illness
1415 Battle of Agincourt
1422 Deaths of Henry V and Charles VI
1429  Seige of Orléans is lifted with Joan of Arc’s help
1453 Battle of Castillon
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the French. In a battle reminiscent of Crécy 69 years  
earlier, the English longbowmen won a great 
victory at Agincourt despite being outnumbered. 
The French nobility was decimated, with three 
dukes, a viscount and an archbishop among the 
dead. Many foot soldiers were initially captured 
but then slaughtered on Henry’s orders after the 
battle. The stunning triumph at Agincourt meant 
that Henry was free to conquer Normandy over the 
next few years.

In 1420, Henry and Charles signed the Treaty of 
Troyes, although Charles was negotiating from a 
position of weakness and had to give in to many of 
Henry’s demands. Henry agreed to marry Catherine 
of Valois, the daughter of the French king, and it was 
agreed that Henry’s sons would inherit the French 
crown rather than Charles’ own son. The long war 
between England and France appeared to be finally 
settled, with the thrones to be united by an English 
monarch.

Joan of Arc
The trouble was that Henry and Charles both died 
too soon after the treaty was agreed. Henry died 
in August 1422 and Charles died 2 months later in 
October. By the terms of the agreement, Henry’s 
infant son — now Henry VI of England — was the 
king of France too. However, Charles’ son refused 
to give up without a fight and declared himself king 
of France as Charles VII.

The English controlled most of northern France, 
including Paris, but Charles kept up the fight in the 
south. Through the inspirational leadership of Joan 
of Arc, who claimed she received visions from God, 
the French managed to defeat the English forces 
besieging Orléans and win several small battles.

Joan was captured by forces belonging to Philip, 
Duke of Burgundy, who was allied to the English, 
and burned at the stake for heresy in 1431. However, 
4 years later, Philip of Burgundy switched sides and 
backed Charles VII. Since Burgundian troops con-
trolled Paris, Charles was able to visit his capital city 
for the first time since becoming king. The momen-
tum had shifted in favour of the French.

and supplies were lost as the raiders crossed the 
Loire and Allier Rivers. The now-starving English 
and Breton soldiers reached friendly territory in 
Aquitaine in December but had caused little lasting 
damage on their 4-month campaign. The Great 
Chevauchée was little more than a great let down.

Boy kings
The English crown passed to 10-year-old Richard II  
after the deaths of the Black Prince in 1376 and 
Edward III in 1377. The councils that ruled on his 
behalf continued to mount some raids on French 
territory but with less enthusiasm than before. 
Then, in 1380, Charles V of France died and his 
11-year-old son became King Charles VI.

High taxes to pay for the continuing war meant 
that both boy kings faced revolts at home: the 
Peasants’ Revolt in 1381 in London and the Harelle 
and Maillotin revolts in Paris in 1382. With the 
desire for fighting waning on both sides of the 
Channel, peace negotiations began and the Truce 
of Leulinghem led to a 26-year break in the conflict.

Lancastrian War, 1415–53
By the time fighting between England and France 
resumed in 1415, England was ruled by King Henry V.  
France was still nominally ruled by Charles VI, but 
he was suffering from episodes of mental illness and 
psychosis that limited his ability to lead his country.

Agincourt
Henry V hoped to take advantage of the madness 
of King Charles by leading an invasion of France in 
1415. His troops captured the port town of Harfleur, 
but the English army was quickly surrounded by 

Source D
A description of Joan of Arc written by a French noble 
in 1429:

This girl is reasonably good-looking, and with 
something virile in her bearing; she speaks but little, 
and is remarkably prudent, in what she does say. 
She eats little, and drinks wine still less; manages 
both her horse and her arms superbly well; greatly 
likes the company of knights and soldiers; scorns the 
company of the rabble; sheds many tears; has a happy 
expression; so great is her strength in the endurance 
of fatigue that she could remain completely armed 
during six whole days and nights.

Source C
King Henry V at the 
Battle of Agincourt, a 
painting completed in 
1915 by a British artist

2 Watch the video 
at www.tinyurl.
com/yx3cfmlc. Why 
were the English 
so successful in the 
Edwardian phase of 
the war?

3 Look at Source C. 
How useful is it as a 
source of information 
about the Battle of 
Agincourt?

4 Read Source D. 
What does it tell you 
about why Joan of Arc 
was such an iconic 
leader?
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King Henry VI was in no fit state to attempt to fight 
back. Around the time that he heard of the loss of 
Aquitaine, the English king began a descent into 
madness and England slipped into the civil wars 
known as the Wars of the Roses. Although no peace 
deal would be formally agreed for another 20 years, 
the long conflict over who had the right to rule 
France was effectively over.

Conclusion
The Hundred Years War was ultimately won by the 
French, although it took more than a century to 
force the English out of the vast majority of their 
continental lands and abandon their claim to the 
French throne. Over three broad phases, each sep-
arated by tense truces, the conflict was turned on 
its head — initial English success in the Edwardian 
phase led to stalemate in the Caroline phase, 
followed by French victory in the Lancastrian  
phase. HS

Formingny and Castillon

Unlike his father, Henry VI was a timid leader 
who shied away from warfare. Charles VII took 
advantage of a lack of English attacks to gradu-
ally strengthen his grip on power and build up his 
armed forces. He focused particularly on artillery 
and cannons, new weapons that could destroy for-
tifications that would previously have required a 
lengthy siege to capture.

Charles completed the reconquest of Normandy 
by capturing the regional capital, Rouen, and defeat-
ing an English army at the Battle of Formingny in 
1450. The following summer, the French turned 
their attention to Aquitaine. The decisive battle 
occurred at Castillon in 1453, when the English 
commander, John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, was 
killed.

By the end of 1453, the only area of mainland 
Europe still under English control was Calais, and 

Summary
 ■ The Hundred Years War can be split into three 

broad phases: Edwardian, Caroline and Lancastrian.
 ■ The English kings nearly deposed the French 

monarchy and won famous victories at the Battles of 
Crécy, Poitiers and Agincourt.

 ■ The French slowly recovered and were ultimately 
victorious, restricting English landholdings in France 
to Calais.

 ■ Even when truces were in effect, tension 
continued and the two countries supported different 
sides in other wars.

Source E
The siege of Orléans 
as depicted in a 
contemporary French 
book

Source F
Charles VII’s entry into 
Paris in 1437

Source F

6 Compare Sources 
A and E. What do 
they tell you about 
how warfare changed 
during the Hundred 
Years War?

7 ‘French victory 
was inevitable in the 
Hundred Years War.’ 
Do you agree?

5 Consider these four 
key figures in the 
Hundred Years War: 
Edward, the Black 
Prince; Henry V of 
England; Charles VII 
of France; Philip, Duke 
of Burgundy. What 
impact did each have 
on the Hundred Years 
War? Who was the 
most important?
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David McGill shows you how to use the 
range of material that is available on the 
internet to develop your ability to interpret 
sources on the civil rights movement

The civil rights movement highlighted the 
fact that the USA remained bitterly racially 
divided almost a century after the Civil War 

had ended. The 13th Amendment had failed to 
secure equal rights for African Americans. Civil 
rights activists aimed to put pressure on the federal 
government to enforce legislation in the South to 
bring about reform there. They also wanted to help 
African Americans across the country secure better 
outcomes in employment and education.

Measuring the success of the movement has 
always been hard. A key debate among historians 
revolves around whether the success that was 
achieved was a result of federal government actions 
or pressure from the mass protests occurring at 
the time. This article looks at sources that could 
support differing interpretations to see what we can 
conclude.

Activity 1: analysing the Civil 
Rights Act 1964

Focus and sources
Focus: The role of the federal government in the 
civil rights movement
Source: The Civil Rights Act 1964

This activity focuses on the legislation passed by the 
federal government in 1964 that made up the Civil 
Rights Act. This Act has been seen as a key piece 
of legislation and a landmark in the civil rights 
movement. It was pushed through Congress and 
the Senate by President Lyndon Johnson and signed 
into law on 2 July 1964. Have a look at a summary 
of the Act at www.tinyurl.com/u4mnfg8. The Act 
itself can be read at www.tinyurl.com/s5yev7x. 

Students often find it harder to analyse a piece 
of legislation as a source than a letter or photo-
graph. This is because a piece of legislation does 
not seem to offer much in the way of provenance, 
bias or reliability. However, being able to assess the 
importance and role of government legislation is a 

Civil rights in 
the USA

online

Source A
President Johnson 
signing the Civil Rights 
Act at the White House 
on 2 July 1964
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seems little reaction and the activists are smiling — 
it is a peaceful scene. In the second it is clear that 
the activists have been harassed and are surrounded 
by a hostile crowd. 

To use these photos to assess the importance of 
such direct action events in the civil rights move-
ment you would have to ask a number of questions 
and also seek more evidence to help you make a 
judgement about how effective they were.

Questions to ask
In assessing whether these photos show that mass 
protests were as or more important than federal 
government action you could ask some of the fol-
lowing questions:

 ■ How representative of these actions were the 
photos?

 ■ What was the reaction of the American public 
to these sit ins?

 ■ Did federal government pass legislation as a 
result of direct actions such as these or for other 
reasons?

 ■ Have these photos been doctored or altered in 
any way?

Extension activities
Hopefully you can see from this that you can use 
many different sources to support or challenge a 
view and that historians have to be able to interro-
gate sources using a number of questions. Proving 
a historical argument is hard and sometimes 
evidence can be used in a number of ways. Have a 
look at some more primary sources on the civil 
rights movement here www.tinyurl.com/wj9d7rb 
and try asking the same questions. HS

key source skill, especially in the context of a his-
torical debate. The Civil Rights Act can support two 
interpretations. 

Interpretation 1
The Civil Rights Act proves that the federal gov-
ernment was a key player in securing equality for 
African Americans. The Act outlawed literacy tests 
and other practices aimed at denying the vote to 
African Americans. It also guaranteed equal access 
to education and services ending segregation. 

Interpretation 2
The Civil Rights Act was not as important as one 
might think. It shows federal government weakness 
rather than strength, especially as some of its 
measures remained unenforced up to a year later. 
In addition, the measures it was passing in 1964 
had all been guaranteed in the 13th Amendment 
in 1865.

Questions to ask
In assessing these sources to support or challenge 
differing viewpoints you need to ask a number of 
questions about the legislation. These could include:

 ■ How useful is legislation to a historian trying to 
‘prove’ whether laws were enforced or not?

 ■ Why did the government have to intervene?
 ■ Does this Act show federal government strength 

or weakness?
 ■ How useful is this Act to a historian trying to 

prove that federal government action was the key 
factor in passing civil rights legislation?

Activity 2: analysing two 
photographs of sit-in protests in 
the 1960s

Focus and sources
Focus: The role of direct action in the civil rights 
movement
Source: Two photos of sit ins at lunch counters in 
the South in the 1960s

This activity focuses on looking at two photos of 
sit ins in the South. Sit ins were a popular form of 
direct action where civil rights activists would sit 
in segregated areas of restaurants that were ‘whites 
only’. Sometimes these protests would be met 
with little reaction, but in others reaction would 
be violent. One photo of a sit in can be found at 
www.tinyurl.com/rtasojd. Another can be found 
at www.tinyurl.com/vlgkwjb.

Analysing a photograph to support a view can 
also be challenging, but for different reasons than 
analysing a piece of legislation. Both photos show 
sit ins but they are very different. In the first there 

Source B
African-American sit-in 
protest at a whites-
only lunch counter in 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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Historians disagree about which battles were 
the most decisive in the First World War. The 
AQA GCSE specification’s unit ‘Conflict and 

tension, 1894–1918: the First World War,’ includes 
study of ‘key battles, including Verdun, the Somme 
and Passchendaele’ in its section on the Western 
Front. So leaving aside battles from other fronts, 
such as Gallipoli and Jutland, what makes these 
three battles ‘key’ to the outcome of the war, and 
are there other contenders?

Verdun 1916
The Battle of Verdun, though less well known in 
Britain because it was fought by German and French 
forces, is regarded as the longest of the First World 
War, lasting from February to December 1916. On 
21 February, the Germans launched a concerted 
effort to capture the French fortress city of Verdun, 
northernmost of the network of fortifications built 
by the French to defend their border with Germany. 

Significance
Verdun was cleverly chosen by the German high 
command, because not only was it strategically 
important, but it also held huge symbolic signif-
icance for the French nation. Even if the Germans 
failed to capture it, the French high command’s 
determination to defend it at all costs would lead 

Key battles of the 
First World War

Mark Rathbone compares 
some of the key battles 
on the Western Front and 
assesses their significance

AQA Conflict and tension, 1894–1918: The First 
World War 
Edexcel Warfare and British society, 1250–present
OCR (A) War and British society c.790 to c.2010
OCR (B) Britain in peace and war, 1900–1918
WJEC The development of warfare, c.1250 to the 
present day

Exam links Source A
French troops under 
attack during the Battle 
of Verdun, 1916

Source B
Map of the Western 
Front showing some key 
battles, 1916–18
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This assessment proved to be wildly optimistic 
and many of the advancing soldiers were cut down 
by machine-gun fire as soon as they emerged from 
their trenches. The official figures show that there 
were 57,470 casualties suffered on that day, includ-
ing 19,240 deaths.

Field Marshal Haig
However, later stages of the battle were more suc-
cessful. Within weeks, Field Marshal Haig was trying 
night attacks. In September Haig used a new secret 
weapon, tanks, which could resist machine-gun fire, 
cross rough terrain and penetrate barbed wire. 

This shows that Haig was not the stubborn and 
stupid general, with a callous disregard for the high 
level of casualties suffered by his men that some 
historians have portrayed him as, but was open to 
trying new tactics and ideas. In the last 20 years, 
the ‘learning curve’ argument put forward by mil-
itary historians such as Gary Sheffield and Peter 
Caddick-Adams has gained increasing acceptance 
— that after taking command in December 1915, 
Haig had to learn on the job and, while he did make 
mistakes, he also learned from them.

to many men and resources being poured into the 
struggle for Verdun.

Up to a point this worked, and the French army 
suffered around 330,000 casualties, which it could 
ill afford. Yet the German army also suffered a 
similar number of losses, showing that attrition 
could cut both ways. The Germans were also forced 
to divert men and resources to the Somme region 
by the British offensive launched there on 1 July in 
an effort to ease the pressure on the French army. 

Outcome
Yet the fighting at Verdun continued until 
December. The French fortifications had been 
severely damaged, but the front line was in a similar 
position to where it had been back in February, so 
from a strategic point of view the battle had little 
effect. France’s military strength was, however, sig-
nificantly weakened, as was shown in April 1917, 
when the failure of a new offensive commanded by 
General Robert Nivelle led to widespread mutinies 
and a collapse of morale in the French army.

The Somme 1916
For most British people, the Battle of the Somme is 
the First World War. 

The first day
The first day in particular, 1 July 1916, is notorious 
as the bloodiest day in history for the British army 
in terms of casualties. After a week-long bombard-
ment of the German trenches, British soldiers were 
ordered to go ‘over the top’ and to walk towards the 
German trenches, which they had been told had 
been destroyed, together with most of their defend-
ers, by 7 days of shelling. 

Source D
The Accrington Pals 
Memorial on the 
Somme Battlefield. 
The Accrington Pals 
Battalion took heavy 
casualties on this spot 
when they attacked 
on the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme 
in 1916

1 Read the section in 
the article about the 
Battle of Verdun.
a What is meant by 
the phrase ‘attrition 
could cut both ways’?
b To what extent was 
the Battle of Verdun 
a victory for the 
Germans?

2 Read Source C. Gary 
Sheffield’s verdict on 
the Battle of the Somme 
is quite favourable 
to Haig. What 
arguments can you 
think of to challenge 
this view of the 
British commander’s 
performance during the 
Somme offensive?

3 Study Source D. 
Use the internet to 
research the history 
of the Pals Battalions. 
Write one paragraph 
on the Pals Battalions 
in general and another 
paragraph on the 
Accrington Pals in 
particular, summing 
up what you have 
discovered.

4 Read Source E. 
What reasons does the 
writer give for arguing 
that the Battle of the 
Somme was a setback 
for the Germans?

Source C
Haig kept his nerve during the Somme offensive 
and ensured that the BEF delivered a series of 
body blows to the German Army. In 1916–17 Haig 
oversaw the professionalization of the BEF, in areas 
such as logistics, training schools, dissemination of 
tactical lessons through the production of official 
pamphlets, staff work and the like. Improvements 
in administration and infrastructure were vital 
elements in the learning curve that transformed the 
BEF from the clumsy organization of July 1916 to the 
formidable army of August 1918. In effect, Haig, and 
also Rawlinson, served their apprenticeship as higher 
commanders on the Somme. Both were to perform 
more effectively in the campaigns to come.

‘The Somme’ is indelibly branded on the British 
psyche as an unredeemed disaster. This view does 
not accord with historical evidence. The battle of the 
Somme was not a victory in itself, but without it the 
Allies would not have emerged victorious in 1918.

From The Somme by Gary Sheffield, 2003

Source E
From the German official history of the First World 
War, published in the 1930s:

If the Battle of the Somme had no great importance 
in the strategic sense, its consequences nevertheless 
were great, particularly as regards morale. It gave 
the Western Powers confidence. Their armies had 
accomplished an achievement that gave good promise 
for the future.

The confidence of the German troops in victory was 
no longer as great as before. A great part of the best, 
most experienced and most reliable officers and men 
were no longer in their places. This was the more 
marked as the heavy losses had made it necessary to 
send to the front a great number of young soldiers 
whose training was poor. 
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Initial triumph
Yet there were significant differences between the 
Somme and Third Ypres, which show that some 
lessons had been learned during the year that had 
passed. The differences began on the first day. 
Whereas, as we have seen, the Somme began with 
thousands of soldiers going over the top, many of 
them to their deaths, the first preparatory phase of 
Third Ypres began on 7 June 1917. 

The Battle of Messines started, literally, with a 
bang at 3.10 am. After many months of digging 
tunnels and filling them with explosives, 19 massive 
underground mines were simultaneously detonated 
beneath the German lines south of Ypres. Almost  
all of the Messines Ridge fell to the British within  
24 hours — a rare example of a First World War 
operation which was a complete success.

Difficulties
The problem was that the follow-up to this initial 
triumph was not yet ready. Because of poor planning 
on the part of the British high command, instead 
of a rapid larger-scale assault to capitalise on the 
Germans’ disarray, there was a 6-week delay before 
the main offensive began. By the time it started 
at the end of July, the Germans had had time to 
recover from their defeat at Messines. 

The aim of breaking out of the Ypres Salient, cap-
turing the Passchendaele Ridge to the east and north-
east of Ypres, and advancing far into territory held 

Significance
The Somme offensive did gain some ground and 
relieved pressure on the French army which had 
been defending Verdun from a sustained German 
attack since February 1916. While the British casu-
alties were high, arguably the German ones were 
proportionately higher. It is notable that German 
commanders saw the Somme as a defeat for them. 

‘The Somme was the muddy grave of the German 
field army and of the faith in the infallibility of 
German leadership’, wrote German general staff 
officer, Captain von Hentig. German commander 
General Ludendorff later wrote in his memoirs 
that after the Battle of the Somme, ‘we were com-
pletely exhausted on the Western Front…If the war 
lasted our defeat seemed inevitable.’ Gary Sheffield 
summed up the significance of the Somme when he 
wrote in his 2003 book on the battle: ‘The battle of 
the Somme was not a victory in itself, but without 
it the Allies would not have emerged victorious in 
1918.’

Passchendaele 1917
The Battle of Passchendaele, which more correctly 
should be called the Third Battle of Ypres, rivals the 
Somme in British public consciousness as the most 
terrible battle of the First World War. Superficially, 
it resembles the Somme, as a large-scale offensive 
commanded by Field Marshal Haig in which the 
British army technically won, but gained only a 
limited amount of land at the expense of dispro-
portionately high casualties. Taking place a year 
later in the summer of 1917, Passchendaele simi-
larly dragged on into the autumn before grinding to 
a halt in mid-November after months of attrition.

Source F
A section of Tyne 
Cot cemetery, where 
thousands of British 
casualties from the 
Battle of Passchendaele 
lie buried

Source G
Bombardier J. W. Palmer, 26th Brigade, Royal Field 
Artillery, describing conditions during the Battle of 
Passchendaele in 1917:

It was mud, mud everywhere: mud in the trenches, 
mud in front of the trenches, mud behind the 
trenches. Every shell-hole was a sea of filthy oozing 
mud. I suppose there’s a limit to everything, but the 
mud of Passchendaele — to see men sinking into 
the slime, dying in the slime — I think it absolutely 
finished me off.

Quoted in Forgotten Voices of the Great War by Max Arthur, 2002

Source H
Viscount Trenchard, marshal of the RAF and a veteran 
of the First World War, writing in 1952:

I am one of those who believed then, and still believe, 
that after the terrific battles of the Somme and 
Passchendaele, and the great offensive of April 1918, 
all ranks trusted Haig. Their faith in him was unshaken. 
This was shown particularly by the wonderful morale 
and spirit of the whole British Army on 8th August 
1918, when, under Haig’s leadership, the Army 
attacked with an enthusiasm that few at home 
realised, and the long-drawn-out struggle was ended.

5 Read Source G. 
How valuable is this 
source to a historian 
researching the Battle 
of Passchendaele?

6 Read Source H. 
This source links the 
Battles of the Somme 
and Passchendaele 
with the Hundred 
Days campaign. In 
what ways does the 
author consider the 
two earlier battles 
influenced the success 
of the British army in 
the final campaign of 
1918?
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Collapse of Hindenburg Line
Once the Hindenburg Line collapsed as a result of 
these Allied attacks in September 1918, the game 
was up for the Germans. With his armies in 
headlong retreat, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated and 
fled to the Netherlands on 9 November, and the 
Germans signed the armistice 2 days later. There is 
therefore a good case for arguing that the most sig-
nificant battle of the First World War was neither 
Verdun, the Somme nor Passchendaele, but the 
Hundred Days Offensive of 1918. HS

by the Germans since 1914 was thwarted by a long 
spell of wet weather which turned the battlefield into 
a quagmire in which thousands of men drowned. 

The first main objective, the village of 
Passchendaele, was eventually reached in November 
1917, by which time the British had suffered 
300,000 casualties. The Germans had suffered too, 
but tragically all the ground which had been won 
at such a high cost by the British army was aban-
doned in April 1918 when General Plumer ordered 
a withdrawal to more defensible positions closer to 
Ypres, in the face of the German Spring Offensive. 

The Hundred Days Offensive 1918
That brings us to the battles of 1918. One hundred 
years after these battles, military historian Spencer 
Jones has argued persuasively that the series of 
battles, known as The Hundred Days Offensive, 
starting with the British attack at Amiens on  
8 August 1918, was crucial to the outcome of the 
war. It first turned back the Germans from the 
advance they had made since the launch of their 
Spring Offensive and then decisively smashed 
their defensive Hindenburg Line, leading directly 
to Germany’s surrender on 11 November.

Successful attacks
The British attack at Amiens at last made full use of 
the potential of tanks as an offensive weapon and 
this victory, which was described in the German 
official history of the First World War as ‘the greatest 
defeat which the German army had suffered since 
the beginning of the war’, was followed up by 
further successful attacks:

 ■ by the French and the Americans under the 
command of General Pershing at Saint-Mihiel 
(12–15 September)

 ■ by the British, Australians and Americans at the 
St Quentin Canal (27–29 September), including the 
capture of Bellicourt Tunnel and Riqueval Bridge 

 ■ by US and French forces in the Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive (26 September–11 November)

Summary
 ■ The Battle of Verdun in 1916 severely weakened 

French forces but did not lead to a German 
breakthrough.

 ■ The British army suffered high casualties on the 
Somme, yet the effect on the Germans was arguably 
greater.

 ■ Despite a promising attack on the Messines Ridge, 
the Battle of Passchendaele showed that the British 
army still had lessons to learn on the Western Front.

 ■ The decisive blow against German forces did not 
come until 1918 when the Hindenburg Line was 
broken. By this time US forces had joined the Allied 
war effort.

Source I
Men of the 46th Division by the bridge over the  
St Quentin Canal at Riqueval, which they captured on 
29 September 1918 during The Hundred Days Offensive

Source J
Military historian Dr Spencer Jones, interviewed on 
BBC Breakfast television, September 2018:

This moment when the Hindenburg Line was broken 
at the Riqueval Bridge was crucial — it convinced 
the German High Command that the Hindenburg Line 
couldn’t be held. They had pinned all their hopes on 
holding this line until the winter and perhaps getting 
a negotiated settlement. Once it was broken, the 
German commanders went to the Kaiser and told him 
the war had to end.

7 Head a sheet of A3 
paper ‘Key battles of 
the Western Front’ 
and divide it into 
four columns, headed 
‘Verdun’, ‘The Somme’, 
‘Passchendaele’ and 
‘The Hundred Days’, 
with a separate box 
across the width 
of the paper at the 
bottom. For each 
battle summarise the 
evidence for saying 
that it was the most 
significant battle on the 
Western Front in the 
First World War, and in 
the box at the bottom 
say which of the four 
battles you think was 
the most significant, 
giving reasons for  
your verdict.
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By the time 492 West Indians stepped off the 
SS Empire Windrush at Tilbury Dock in June 
1948, there were already at least 75,000 

black and Asian citizens living in Britain. This was 
as much the result of Britain’s status as a global 
trading nation as it was a legacy of its empire. Irish, 
Jewish, other European and Chinese immigration 
in the nineteenth and early twentieth century 
had also contributed to significant social and 
cultural impacts, particularly in the major cities  
and ports. 

Nevertheless, the arrival of Windrush is seen 
by many as the start of a new wave of immigra-
tion. It was prompted by a variety of push and pull 
factors, particularly unemployment and poverty 
at home and a rapidly expanding economy in the  
‘mother country’.

Postwar immigration 
and the legacy of empire

Source A
Heathrow Airport on 
1 July 1962, the day 
the Commonwealth 
Immigration Act came 
into force

AQA Britain: migration, empire and the peoples, 
c.790 to the present day
OCR (A) Migration to Britain c.1000 to c.2010 
OCR (B) Migrants to Britain, c.1250 to present 
WJEC Changes in patterns of migration, c.1500 to 
the present day

Exam links 

British Nationality Act 1948
The 1948 British Nationality Act was developed in 
response to Canada’s legislation creating Canadian 
citizenship in 1946. Previously all those from 
British colonies and the dominions had the status 
of ‘British subjects’. Other colonies and dominions 
followed Canada’s lead, but Attlee’s government 
sought to assert British dominance at the heart of 
the Commonwealth. 

Rob Salem investigates postwar immigration 
and the reaction to it in the UK 

1 Study Source A 
and use your own 
knowledge. Explain 
the significance of the 
1962 Commonwealth 
Immigration Act for 
immigration from 
colonies and the 
Commonwealth.
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Using now-outmoded language, some MPs 
expressed concern at the potential for ‘an influx of 
coloured people’ that might ‘impair the harmony, 
strength and cohesion of our public and social life’. 
However, the Labour home secretary argued that 
the ‘coloured races [were] men and brothers with the 
people of this country’. The Act effectively gave British 
citizenship and the right to enter the UK to all those 
in its colonies and the Commonwealth. Between 1948 
and 1962, approximately half a million non-white 
British subjects entered the UK under this legislation, 
largely from the Caribbean, India and Pakistan.

Employment
Arguably the strongest pull factor in postwar immi-
gration was the growing economy’s demand for 
cheap labour. A 1949 Royal Commission argued 
that 140,000 immigrants per year were needed to 
satisfy that demand. This was somewhat unrealistic 
at the time, but by the late 1950s the actual number 
of immigrants had risen to around 36,000 a year. 

A notable example of the desperation for immi-
grant labour was the 4,500 Barbadians who 
were loaned money for their passage by London 
Transport and British Railways between 1956 and 
1961. They paid back their loans out of their wages 
and, working on the transport network, became a 
very visible symbol of postwar immigration.

Location, location, location
London was the initial focus of Commonwealth 
immigration, but from the 1950s demand for cheap 
labour in the industrial centres of Lancashire, West 
Yorkshire and the West Midlands saw a rapid influx 
of immigrants. Given that the low-paid jobs on offer 
meant that cheap housing was required, immigrant 
communities developed in the poorest areas of 
towns and cities. In this way, these communities 
emerged where and how they did as a consequence 
of the dilapidation of an area, not as a cause, as 
those opposed to immigration argued. 

Commonwealth Immigrants  
Act 1962
In the early years of postwar immigration, polit-
ical reaction was limited by the need for cheap 

2 Study Source B 
and use your own 
knowledge. Explain 
why immigrants 
tended to live in 
areas with many 
other immigrants 
and how this affected 
public attitudes to 
immigration.

labour and a sense of common imperial citizen-
ship. However, public hostility towards immigrants 
grew quickly. Riots broke out in Nottingham in the 
summer of 1958 after opposition to an interracial 
relationship. A week later further violence broke out 
in the Notting Hill area of London.

By 1961, the black and Asian population of 
Britain had risen to 337,000. It is unclear how far 
economic frustration contributed to the widespread 
and deeply ingrained racial prejudice in produc-
ing anti-immigration feeling. Nevertheless, a June 
1961 opinion poll suggested that two thirds of the 
population wanted government restrictions and 6% 
wanted a total ban on immigration. 

Within 4 months, the Commonwealth Immigrants 
Bill was introduced. This required immigrants to have 
an employment contract or specific skills. It was 
criticised as ‘cruel and brutal anti-colour legislation’. 
Immigration intensified as many Commonwealth 
citizens sought to beat the restrictions which would 
finally come into force in July 1962. In the 6 months 
before the Act was passed 80,000 immigrants arrived, 
adding to the 130,000 from 1961.

The Act did not stop immigration. The 14 years 
after 1962 saw slightly higher numbers of immi-
grants than in the previous 14 years. Work permits 
were issued fairly liberally, at least in the first 2 years, 
and the wives and children of earlier immigrants came 
to Britain as well as Asian refugees from East Africa.

Kenya
Following Kenyan independence in 1963 and the 
refusal of the majority of its Asian population to 
apply for Kenyan passports, anti-Asian discrimi-
nation grew. Denied work permits, many thou-
sands sought refuge in Britain from 1968 at a time 
when Enoch Powell’s anti-immigration campaign 
was well under way. Wilson’s Labour government 
responded by proposing to limit Kenyan immigra-
tion to 1,500 a year, exempting those with parents 
or grandparents who were born in Britain (i.e. those 
who were white). 

The new Commonwealth Immigrants Act was 
passed in March 1968. This evidently racist piece of 
legislation was passed by what could otherwise be 
argued to have been the most liberal government 
of the twentieth century. The quota was doubled to 
3,000 in 1971 but the Act left thousands in limbo 
with no effective citizenship and no right to work.

Uganda
A second East African immigration crisis soon 
followed. On 4 August 1972, 18 months after Idi 
Amin’s successful military coup in Uganda, he gave 
the 60,000 Ugandan Asians 90 days to leave, declar-
ing that they were ‘sabotaging the economy of the 
country’. Around 57,000 of these Asians had British 
passports. Unfortunately for them, the October 

Source B
Sheila Patterson, a sociologist, describing her visit to 
Brixton in 1955:

As I turned off the main shopping street, I was 
immediately overcome with a sense of strangeness, 
even of shock…there were coloured men and women 
wherever I looked, shopping, strolling, or gossiping on 
the sunny street-corners with an animation that most 
Londoners lost long ago…[I] experienced a profound 
reaction of something unexpected and alien.
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a policy of ‘divide and rule’ between the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots, stoking the nationalism which 
contributed to the hostilities. Earlier violence had 
meant that already by the mid-1960s there was a 
population of 75,000 Greek and Turkish Cypriots 
living in London alone.

Immigrant identities
Experiences of immigrants in the decades after 
Windrush varied widely, depending on gender, 
colour, country of origin, skills, education, location 
of settlement and other factors. Most immigrants 
were from poor, rural areas. Moving to cities where 
for the first time in their lives they were identified 
by the colour of their skin rather than their village, 
island or religious identities was a huge shock.

Caribbean immigrants
In the 1950s, the significant majority of Caribbean 
immigrants were men, but this changed in the 
1960s. By the beginning of the 1970s there were 
more West Indian women than men. The Caribbean 
immigrants were not a single, united group but were 
divided by distinct island identities, by colour of 
skin and by religion. Skilled and semi-skilled early 
immigrants from urban backgrounds were followed 
by more unskilled, poor and rural immigrants. The 
latter found the adjustment to living in British cities 
an even greater challenge.

Indian and Pakistani immigrants
The majority of Indian and Pakistani immigra-
tion occurred in the 1960s. As with those from 
the Caribbean, there were numerous divisions, 
including religion and caste. There were two major 
Pakistani groups, those from Mirpur in the west, 
displaced by the construction of the Mangla Dam, 
and the Sylhettis from East Pakistan (which became 
Bangladesh in 1971). The Sikhs were the largest 
group from India with Hindus in the minority.

Chinese immigrants
Following Mao’s Communist victory in 1949 after 
the long-running civil war, many refugees fled to 
Hong Kong. Population pressure saw thousands 
migrating to Britain, joining earlier Chinese settlers 
as well as migrants from Singapore and Malaysia. 
More than 50,000 ethnic Chinese lived in Britain 
by the 1960s, the majority of whom worked in the 
catering trade.

Prejudice
The nature of postwar immigration was certainly 
a legacy of empire but the racism faced by those 
immigrants was also partly a legacy of imperialist 
attitudes. Non-white immigrants faced racial prej-
udice on a daily basis: name-calling, violence and 
discrimination in housing and employment were 

3 Study Source C 
and use your own 
knowledge. Give one 
specific example of 
contextual detail to 
support, explain or 
justify each sentence 
in Source C.

4 Study Sources C, 
D and E. How useful 
are these sources to 
a historian studying 
public reactions to the 
Ugandan immigration 
crisis of 1972?

Source D
Letter to The Times by some Indian students,  
1 September 1972:

Some of us have been in your country and as young 
Indians we have come to love and respect Britain. 
We have experienced the welcome and hospitality 
in your homes. We have been struck by the concern 
your people have for other nations…We have been 
inspired by the British Government’s readiness to 
accept the Uganda Asians with British passports at a 
time when the country faces unemployment, crisis in 
industry and in Northern Ireland.

Source C
The Economist addresses the Ugandan Asians,  
19 August 1972:

We know many of you didn’t really want to leave your 
homes and jobs in Uganda. You know we didn’t really 
want you to come here, because we have problems 
with homes and jobs here. But most of us believe 
that this is a country that can use your skills and 
energies…You will find that we, like other countries, 
have our bullies and misfits. We are particularly sorry 
about those of our politicians who are trying to use 
your troubles for their own ends. And we’re glad your 
British passport means something again.

5 Study Source E. 
What can we learn 
from Source E about 
the nature of the 
opposition to postwar 
immigration?

1971 Immigration Act had also limited the right 
to settle to those with a parent or grandparent born 
in the UK.

Both the government and opposition agreed 
that it was Britain’s duty to take responsibil-
ity for these ‘sons and daughters of Empire’ who 
had been encouraged to move from India to East 
Africa during the time of the Raj. As a letter to The 
Times put it, the Ugandan Asians were ‘our colonial 
legacy’. However, public opinion disagreed. 

In a country where Enoch Powell was by far 
the most popular politician, this was no surprise. 
Leicester City Council went as far as taking out an 
advertisement in the Uganda Argus asking the Asians 
not to come to Leicester. Bolton’s council collected 
signatures for a petition calling for them to stay 
out of Bolton. Dockers and porters marched on 
Westminster.

However, by the end of September, 5,000 people 
had written to the Ugandan Resettlement Board to 
offer rooms in their homes. Leicester’s Asian com-
munity raised £10,000 and made housing and edu-
cation preparations for the expected influx. In the 
end, only 28,000 came to live in Britain.

Cyprus
The 10,000 Turkish Cypriots who arrived in 1974 
following the Turkish invasion of Cyprus were also 
arguably Britain’s ‘colonial legacy’. Critics have 
argued that when Britain governed the island it used 

Source E
A march protesting 
against the immigration 
of Ugandan Asians, 
September 1972
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rife. Second World War veterans were excluded 
from many British Legion clubs and some churches 
even refused access to their non-white Christian 
‘brothers and sisters’. University graduates were 
forced to accept manual and unskilled work. 

Rudy Braithwaite, a Barbadian osteopath remem-
bered: ‘You felt that you were an intruder and, truly, 
you were a foreigner. You did not belong but you 
had to bear it.’ Another West Indian immigrant 
commented that ‘I did not know I was coloured 
until the English told me so.’ Nevertheless, it is 
worth noting that racial prejudice was by no means 
universal.

Legislation

The 1964 general election saw race and immigra-
tion play a significant role for the first time. The 
Conservative Peter Griffiths took the safe Labour 
seat of Smethwick using the slogan: ‘If you want 
a nigger neighbour, vote Liberal or Labour’. The 
Labour government passed the 1965 Race Relations 
Act, but it was weak and did not even ban the  
‘No blacks, no Irish, no dogs’ signs in boarding 
houses. 

The legislation was strengthened in 1968 but that 
was also the year of Enoch Powell’s infamous ‘rivers 
of blood’ speech in which he argued that allowing 
non-white immigration ‘is like watching a nation 
busily engaged in heaping up its own funeral pyre.’ 
A national opinion poll showed that 74% of the 
public agreed with him.

Conclusion
In 1981, Thatcher’s government repealed the 1948 
British Nationality Act, removing Britain’s former 
colonies from its definition of citizenship. The 
legacy of empire was evident in the non-white pop-
ulation of Britain reaching 2 million that year. It 
was also evident that year in the riots in Brixton, 
Toxteth, Handsworth and elsewhere, caused largely 
by police racism. National Front skinheads, ‘Paki-
bashing’ and racist monkey chants on football 
terraces, were the ugly face of the racism and 
violence faced by many immigrants. 

Yet the evidence of the empire’s legacy was also 
to be found in the growing success and involvement 
of Asian, African and Caribbean immigrants in 
business, the professions, politics and academia, 
sport, music, entertainment and the nation’s diet. 
Modern Britain certainly looks, sounds, smells and 
tastes different as a result of its postwar immigra-
tion but Powell was ultimately proved wrong. HS

Summary
1948  British Nationality Act formalises the right 

of entry to the UK for all those in Britain’s 
colonies and the Commonwealth.

1961  Population of ‘minority ethnic groups’:  
0.5 million.

1962  Commonwealth Immigrants Act: first of a series 
of restrictions on non-white immigration.

1968  Kenyan immigration crisis, Powell’s ‘rivers 
of blood’ speech and Commonwealth 
Immigrants Act.

1971  Population of ‘minority ethnic groups’:  
1.3 million.

1971 Immigration Act.
1972 Ugandan Asian immigration crisis.
1981  Population of ‘minority ethnic groups’:  

2.1 million.
1981 1948 British Nationality Act repealed.

Source F
Mike Phillips remembers the violence between racists 
and anti-racists in Lewisham in 1977:

Whites fought whites viciously in defence of blacks. 
Families split and the racists who had ruled the street 
corners only a decade previously were challenged 
and harassed everywhere they appeared. Britain was 
still riddled with racist values, but it was now obvious 
that the migrants no longer existed on the margins. 
Instead, black people had become part of the moral 
and social landscape in which young Britons grew up.

From Windrush: The Irresistible Rise of Multi-Racial Britain by 
Mike Phillips, 2009

Source G
David Goodhart, a journalist and political 
commentator, writing in 2013:

[An Asian from Wolverhampton] remembered an 
underlying confidence in the decency of the average 
white person when his mother had said to him as a 
boy in the 1970s, ‘If you are being chase by a skinhead, 
just knock on anyone’s door and ask for help.’

From The British Dream: Successes and Failures of Post-War 
Immigration by David Goodhart, 2013

Source H
Punch cartoon,  
5 February 1973

6 Study Sources F and 
H and use your own 
knowledge. Explain 
the message and the 
context of the cartoon 
in Source H.

7 ‘It is unfair to judge 
people of the past by 
the moral standards 
of today.’ Using all the 
sources and your own 
knowledge, discuss 
how far you agree with 
this statement in the 
context of reactions to 
postwar immigration.
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Mark Rathbone examines the life 
and career of this prominent African-
American politician and academic

Condoleezza Rice was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama, the daughter of an ordained church 
minister in 1954. Birmingham in that era was 

not a comfortable place for African Americans. 
It was by reputation the most segregated city in 
the USA. Its commissioner of public safety, ‘Bull’ 
Connor, used fire-hoses on civil rights demon-
strators in May 1963 and arrested 3,000 of them, 
including Martin Luther King.

Birmingham bomb attack
Eight-year-old Condoleezza Rice felt this racial 
conflict in a very personal way when her friend 
Denise McNair was killed, along with three other 
young African-American girls, in a Ku Klux Klan 
terrorist bomb attack on 15 September 1963, on the 
16th Street Baptist Church, just a few blocks away 
from her father’s church.

The Rice family later moved to Colorado and 
Condoleezza secured a place at the University of 
Denver. An accomplished pianist, she began a degree 
course in music, but soon switched to studying 

file on…

Condoleezza 
Rice
1954–

Source B
Condoleezza Rice

international politics, increasingly specialising in 
Soviet Russia and the Cold War. After completing 
a doctorate in 1981, she was offered a fellowship 
at one of the USA’s most prestigious universities, 
Stanford University in California.

Rice’s growing reputation as a foreign policy 
expert led to her appointment to the staff of the 
National Security Council in Washington in 1989. 
She quickly earned promotion to the role of special 
assistant to President George H. W. Bush. She 
advised him on Soviet and East European affairs 
at a crucial time when communism was collapsing 
in Eastern Europe and the Cold War was ending.

Provost of Stanford University
But in 1991, Condoleezza Rice chose to turn her 
back on Washington and return to teaching at 
Stanford University. Two years later, she became 
provost of the university, the number two position 
in Stanford’s leadership and its chief academic and 
budget officer. She was the first woman and the first 
African American to hold the post.

In 1999, the former-president’s son, George W. 
Bush, confided in Condoleezza Rice that he was 
planning to run for president himself and invited 
her to become his chief foreign policy adviser 
during the campaign. When he narrowly won the 
2000 presidential election, Bush appointed Rice as 
national security adviser, making her one of the 
most powerful women in the world.

Source A
Condoleezza Rice, recalling many years later the 
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama:

I remember the bombing of that Sunday School at 
16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham in 1963. 
I did not see it happen, but I heard it happen, and I 
felt it happen, just a few blocks away at my father’s 
church. It is a sound that I will never forget, that 
will forever reverberate in my ears. That bomb took 
the lives of four young girls, including my friend and 
playmate, Denise McNair. The crime was calculated 
to suck the hope out of young lives, bury their 
aspirations. But those fears were not propelled 
forward, those terrorists failed.

1 Use the internet to 
find out more about 
events in Birmingham, 
Alabama, during the 
civil rights struggle. 
Produce a timeline 
showing the main civil 
rights-related events in 
the city between 1960 
and 1963.

2 Read Source A. In 
what ways do you 
think her memory 
of the bombing 
of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in 
Birmingham during 
her childhood 
influenced 
Condoleezza Rice’s 
subsequent career?
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Source C
The Presidential Emergency Operations Center of the 
White House, 11 September 2001. National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice, seated centre, looks 
towards Vice-President Dick Cheney, who is talking 
on the telephone in the immediate aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks on New York and Washington

suspects, such as waterboarding. She denied that 
this had broken international law, saying in 2009, 
‘We did not torture anyone’.

When President Bush’s second term ended in 
2009, resisting pressure to run for the US Senate 
or to try to secure the nomination for vice- 
president, Rice returned to teaching at Stanford. She 
has published several books on US foreign policy. 
In her book, Democracy: Stories from the Long Road to 
Freedom, published in 2017, she argues that promot-
ing democracy around the world should be the most 
important goal of US foreign policy — a conten-
tion which brought her into conflict with President 
Trump’s ‘America First’ policy.

As an African-American woman from the most 
segregated city in the South, Condoleezza Rice rose 
through her own remarkable ability and hard work 
to the highest levels of both the academic world 
and US government. HS

9/11
Less than 8 months into her new role, Condoleezza 
Rice was taking part in a meeting in Washington, 
when news arrived that an airliner had crashed into 
the World Trade Center in New York. The date was 
11 September 2001. Any doubt that this was a ter-
rorist attack was quickly dispelled when a second 
aircraft crashed into the World Trade Center and 
another into the headquarters of the US military, 
the Pentagon, in Washington. President Bush was 
visiting a school in Florida, while Rice and other 
senior officials sheltered in an underground bunker 
and had to decide how to respond to the most 
serious crisis the USA had faced since the attack 
on Pearl Harbor in 1941.

During the following few years, Rice was a major 
figure in US foreign policy during the wars launched 
in response to 9/11 against first Afghanistan and 
then Iraq. While Al Qaeda, the terrorist organisa-
tion responsible for the 9/11 attacks, had training 
camps in Afghanistan, the Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein had no connection with them. The asser-
tion by President Bush and Britain’s prime minis-
ter, Tony Blair, that Hussein had weapons of mass 
destruction was quickly disproven when the invad-
ing forces found no evidence to support it.

Secretary of state
In 2005, President Bush promoted Condoleezza 
Rice to secretary of state. As the Iraq war dragged 
on and became increasingly controversial, she had 
to defend the administration’s conduct of the war 
and its use of ‘enhanced interrogation’ methods on 

3 To what extent were 
the US invasions of 
Afghanistan and Iraq  
a justifiable response 
to the terrorist attacks 
on the USA on  
11 September 2001?

4 Read Source D. 
How convincing do 
you find Condoleezza 
Rice’s defence of the 
use of ‘enhanced 
interrogation’ 
techniques on terrorist 
suspects, and her 
statements that 
‘We did not torture 
anyone’ and nothing 
was done ‘that violates 
our obligations under 
the Convention 
Against Torture’?

5 Why do you think 
that Condoleezza Rice 
has always resisted 
pressure to run for the 
US Senate or to try to 
secure the nomination 
for vice-president?

6 Read Source E. What 
does this source reveal 
about Condoleezza 
Rice’s political beliefs?

Source E
I have watched as people in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America have insisted on freedom…As a child, I 
was a part of another great awakening: the second 
founding of America, as the civil rights movement 
unfolded in my hometown of Birmingham, Ala., and 
finally expanded the meaning of ‘We The People’ to 
encompass people like me. There is no more thrilling 
moment than when people finally seize their rights 
and their liberty.

From Democracy: Stories from the Long Road to Freedom by 
Condoleezza Rice, 2017

Source D
Condoleezza Rice, answering questions at Stanford 
University in 2009:

In terms of the enhanced interrogation and so forth, 
anything that was legal and was going to make this 
country safer, the president wanted to do. Nothing 
that was illegal. And nothing that was going to make 
the country less safe. Unless you were there, in a 
position of responsibility after September 11th, you 
cannot possibly imagine the dilemmas that you faced 
in trying to protect Americans. You were determined 
to do anything that you could that was legal to 
prevent that from happening again.

We did not torture anyone. I didn’t authorize 
anything. I conveyed the authorization of the 
administration to the agency that they had policy 
authorization, subject to the Justice Department’s 
clearance. That’s what I did.

We were told, nothing that violates our obligations 
under the Convention Against Torture. And so, by 
definition, if it was authorized by the president, it did 
not violate our obligations under the Conventions 
Against Torture.

From Washington Post, 30 April 2009
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Vietnamese 
independence 

1945

Source A
Extract from the Declaration of Independence by Ho Chi Minh,  
2 September 1945:

For more than eighty years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard 
of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and 
oppressed our fellow-citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of 
humanity and justice. In the field of politics, they have deprived our people 
of every democratic liberty. They have enforced inhuman laws…They have 
built more prisons than schools. They have mercilessly slain our patriots; 
they have drowned our uprisings in rivers of blood. They have fettered 
public opinion; they have practised obscurantism against our people. To 
weaken our race, they have forced us to use opium and alcohol. In the field 
of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our 
people, and devastated our land. They have robbed us of our rice fields, 
our mines, our forests, and our raw materials. 

Source C
Extract from Vietnam by Max Hastings (2018):

The Vietminh leader marched his followers into Hanoi, 
Tonkin’s capital, and on 2nd September 1945 proclaimed 
before a vast and ecstatic crowd in the city’s Ba Dinh 
square the establishment of a Vietnamese state…the news 
was broadcast throughout the country and a schoolboy 
who lived south of Hue later recalled: ‘Our teachers were 
so happy. They told us we must go out and celebrate 
independence. They said that when we were old men…we 
must remember this as a day of celebration.’

Source B
A banknote from the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (1987)

■ Study Source A. What does it tell us about the French rule in Vietnam?
■  Study Source B. Give two things you could infer about the role of Ho Chi Minh in the establishment of the Democratic 

Republic of Vietnam.
■  Study all the sources and use your own knowledge. Explain why the Vietnamese took so long to establish an independent 

state after the declaration of independence in 1945.

David McGill reflects on Ho Chi Minh’s declaration 
of Vietnamese independence in 1945

Vietnamese nationalists had first formed the ‘League for the inde-
pendence of Vietnam’ (otherwise known as the Vietminh) in 
1936. They revived it in 1941 with the aim of driving out both 

the Japanese and French colonial forces from Vietnam. The end of the 
Second World War ended the Japanese occupation and also promised 
a possible end to French colonial rule. 

On 2 September 1945 the leader of the Vietminh, Ho Chi Minh, pro-
claimed the independent Democratic Republic of Vietnam in Hanoi’s 
Ba Dinh square. At this stage the republic existed only in theory and 
controlled no territory. The declaration was important, however, as it 
committed the Vietminh to fighting for a united Vietnam free of colo-
nial oppression and to a long military struggle against the French (and 
eventually the USA and the South Vietnamese regime they supported).


