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However, Henry was not interested in the detail 
and left the problems of day-to-day government 
to his advisers. For much of his reign he relied on 
two chief ministers, Thomas Wolsey and Thomas 
Cromwell. These two men, both from low-born 
backgrounds, rose through the ranks to wield huge 
power and influence during a momentous period 
of history and helped to change the government of 
England forever.

Wolsey, Cromwell and 
Tudor government
Scott Reeves assesses the impact  
Thomas Wolsey and Thomas Cromwell 
had on Tudor government

When a handsome and athletic 17-year-
old became King Henry VIII of England 
on the death of his father, he had ambi-

tions to become the foremost monarch in Europe. 

Source A
Henry VIII by Hans 
Holbein
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Wolsey, 1509–30
When Henry VIII acceded to the throne in 1509, 
he was surrounded by experienced administra-
tors chosen by his father like the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, William Warham, and the Bishop of 
Winchester, Richard Fox. However, young Henry 
soon found that they often disagreed with him, 
particularly over whether Henry should engage in 
expensive foreign warfare. Within 2 years, Henry 
had sidelined his father’s trusted men and was lis-
tening more to one particular advisor who backed 
his dreams of glory on the battlefield: Thomas 
Wolsey.

French wars
Wolsey was a priest and the royal almoner — in 
charge of giving charity to the poor — but he took 
on the task of organising an army of 25,000 men 
to invade France in 1512 when most of Henry’s 
other advisers were unwilling. Seeing that he was 
a man who was able to get things done, Henry 
trusted Wolsey with more positions and power. 

Source C
Two views of Wolsey from modern biographies of 
Henry VIII.

For much of his career as Chancellor, it was Wolsey 
who alone guided English affairs. His quick, strong 
hands grasped everything because Henry seemed 
unable, or unwilling, to make the smallest decision 
himself. Who shall attend upon the Princess Mary? 
What shall he reply to the regent of the Netherlands’ 
request to visit England? Shall the law courts be closed 
because of the outbreak of sweating sickness? And so 
on. All these Wolsey had to decide for him, for they 
were problems which this apparently helpless man, for 
all his bluster and swagger, could not resolve.

From Henry VIII by Jack Scarisbrick, 1997

In the summer of 1529, it was clear that Henry had 
suffered a major defeat [when he failed to persuade 
the Pope to agree to his divorce from Catherine of 
Aragon], and that a new approach was needed. New 
blood, it seemed, was also wanted. The first casualty 
of the debacle was Wolsey. Formerly adept at bringing 
the king everything he wanted, particularly when it 
came to the church and diplomatic affairs, Wolsey 
had spectacularly failed to bring Henry the thing he 
wanted more than anything else. This underlines a 
crucial point about Wolsey’s place in Henry’s life: he 
did not dominate the king, as some have suggested; 
he served him, and when he ceased to serve him to 
Henry’s satisfaction, he fell from power.

From Henry VIII by Lucy Wooding, 2009

1 Look at the 
subheadings used 
in this article. Did 
each one increase or 
decrease the power of 
the different branches 
of government in 
Source B?

2 Compare the 
extracts in Source C. 
How do they differ 
in their opinions of 
Wolsey and Henry? 
Can you explain the 
differences?

God
Whether Catholic or Protestant, all agreed that 
God was at the top of the ‘Great Chain of Being’

King
The king was chosen by God, although was 
sometimes overthrown — as happened in 1485 
when Henry VII became the first Tudor monarch

The court
A group of people who followed the king wherever 
he went, hoping to carry out his wishes in return 
for money, land or favours. The court was made up 
of the following groups:

 ■ Chief minister: an unofficial position, the 
chief minister was the most powerful person 
under the king who controlled the government

 ■ Royal household: servants and officials who 
maintained the royal court and king’s affairs

 ■ Royal council: members of the council were 
selected by the king to offer advice, although 
he did not have to accept what they said

 ■ Privy chamber: members of the privy 
chamber could enter the king’s private rooms 
and had extra access to him

Parliament
The House of Lords and House of Commons 
traditionally met when the king wanted money

When Wolsey was made lord chancellor in 1515, 
it made him the most powerful man in Henry’s 
government. Wolsey also rose through the ranks of 
the Church, becoming a cardinal (the most senior 
churchman in England) in 1515.

For most of the next two decades, Wolsey domi-
nated the government of England, picking up more 
titles and positions as the years rolled on. So power-
ful and rich did Wolsey become that he was referred 
to as ‘alter rex’, or ‘second king’.

Eltham Ordinances
Although Wolsey had plenty of money, he was con-
cerned by how much was being spent by the king 
and the royal court. In 1526, Wolsey proposed the 
Eltham Ordinances. This long list of rules tried to 
cut the number of people who attended the court 
in order to make it cheaper to run.

The Eltham Ordinances also aimed to change 
the way the privy chamber was run. This was the 
wing of the palace where the king and his family 
lived. People who had access to the privy chamber 
had far more contact with the king than people who 
did not, and the gentlemen of the privy chamber 
were Henry’s informal advisers — it was a route 
to power and influence. Some of the jobs may 
sound a little odd — the groom of the stool was in 

Source B
The structure of Tudor 
government
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charge of helping the king go to the toilet — but 
that person also had private conversations with the 
king several times a day, so it was a job that many 
people wanted.

Wolsey’s Eltham Ordinances cut the number of 
people who were members of the privy chamber 
from twelve to six. However, those removed were 
enemies of Wolsey, while those who stayed were his 
allies. Not surprisingly, the Ordinances were seen 
as a rather obvious attempt by Wolsey to get rid 
of anybody close to the king who might disagree 
with Wolsey’s ideas, helping him to gain more per-
sonal power.

Amicable Grant
When Henry decided to raise yet another army to 
invade France again in 1525, Wolsey was tasked 
with finding the money. It was not going to be easy; 
Henry had already asked for extra taxes many times 
over the past 10 years. Wolsey’s solution was the 
Amicable Grant — a demand that priests pay one 
third of their income and everyone else pay one 
sixth of their income, with only 10 weeks to pay 
up. The Amicable Grant did not have the approval 

of Parliament, which was very unusual because part 
of Parliament’s role was to make sure that Henry 
did not tax the country too much.

When Wolsey’s commissioners went to collect 
the tax, they found that many people refused to 
pay and a full-scale rebellion broke out in Suffolk. 
Wolsey — and, by association, King Henry — had 
reached beyond the remit of their powers. Henry 
distanced himself from the Amicable Grant and 
Wolsey took all the blame.

The Amicable Grant was the beginning of the 
end for Wolsey. Henry began to lose trust in him 
and, after he failed to negotiate a divorce for Henry 
and Catherine of Aragon, Wolsey was arrested. He 
died before he could face trial for treason. 

Cromwell, 1530–40
The vacuum left by Wolsey was soon filled by 
Thomas Cromwell, who had been one of Wolsey’s 
own advisers. Although he was never appointed 
lord chancellor (that job was given to Thomas 
More and, from 1534, Thomas Audley) Cromwell 
became Henry’s second chief minister by holding 
a number of other positions in the royal court, the 
most important of which was the king’s secretary.

Cromwell succeeded where Wolsey had failed by 
arranging a divorce between Henry and Catherine 
of Aragon. His solution was clever — whereas 
Wolsey had tried to persuade the pope to agree to 
a divorce, Cromwell bypassed the pope completely 
by declaring that Henry was the only one who could 
grant an annulment to a marriage in England. 

Act in Restraint of Appeals
Cromwell managed this through the Act in Restraint 
of Appeals, which was passed by Parliament in 
1533. The Act (or law) stated that foreign powers 
(in other words, the pope) had no right to interfere 
in English matters. By making Parliament pass the 
Act rather than just declaring it by royal proclama-
tion, Cromwell made it part of English statute law, 
something which could only be changed by another 
Act of Parliament.

Source D
Thomas Wolsey

Source E

Titles granted to Wolsey and Cromwell

Thomas Wolsey Thomas Cromwell

Royal Almoner # (1509)
Bishop of Lincoln * (1514)
Archbishop of York * (1514)
Lord Chancellor # (1515)
Cardinal-Priest of St Cecilia * (1515)
Bishop of Bath and Wells * (1518)
Prince-Bishop of Durham * (1523)
Bishop of Winchester * (1529)

Chancellor of the Exchequer # (1533)
King’s Secretary # (1534)
Master of the Rolls # (1534)
Vicar-General * (1536)
Lord Privy Seal # (1536)
Governor of the Isle of Wight # (1538)
Lord Great Chamberlain # (1540)

* = position in the Church # = position in the royal court

4 Look at the 
information in  
Source E. Does it 
show any differences 
between the influence 
of Wolsey and 
Cromwell?

3 Watch the video at 
www.tinyurl.com/
jcdqhqa. What does 
it suggest about why 
Wolsey and Cromwell 
had enemies among 
the nobility?

Source D
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Separate departments now supervised the dif-
ferent types of income the king received. Among 
them, the Court of Augmentations dealt with land 
and money given to the king by the monasteries, 
while the Court of First Fruits and Tenths collected 
taxes from the Church which previously would have 
been sent to the pope in Rome. Cromwell was cre-
ating a modern bureaucracy, setting up rules and 
regulations to make sure that the country was ruled 
in a more organised way.

Pilgrimage of Grace
The royal council had existed since medieval times 
to advise the king. Henry VII had a large council 
of 227 men, although many of them only attended 
infrequently. As a usurper who was seeking a wide 
base of support, it was in his interests to involve as 
many people as possible in government.

Cromwell knew that Henry VIII had no such 
worries. He cut the number of people on the council 
to around 20, giving each person who remained 
more power and influence. It was initially an 
emergency response to the Pilgrimage of Grace in 
1536, a rebellion in the north of England, during 
which Henry wanted only his most trusted advi-
sors around him. Afterwards, the new-look council 
— often referred to as the privy council — contin-
ued to meet and numbers never increased back to 
pre-rebellion levels.

It might be said that Cromwell made a mistake in 
allowing the number of people on the council to be 
reduced. Many of the members of the smaller privy 
council distrusted Cromwell, especially Thomas 
Howard, the Duke of Norfolk. Norfolk was respon-
sible for persuading Henry to execute Cromwell in 
1540 — for alleged treason and heresy — and after 
Cromwell’s death, no one person came to dominate 
Henry’s government in the same way again.

Conclusion
When Henry VIII died in 1547, the country he left 
behind was very different from the one he inher-
ited in 1509. Not only had the Reformation 
occurred, but the Tudor dynasty was largely secure 
on the throne, the royal court had changed, 
Parliament had grown in power and a modern 
bureaucracy had begun to be formed. Many of those 
changes in the country’s government would not 
have occurred without two Thomases: Wolsey and 
Cromwell. HS

The break with the Catholic Church in Rome was 
made complete when Parliament passed more laws 
in 1534. The Act of Succession declared the mar-
riage between Henry and Catherine to be invalid 
and blocked Princess Mary from being heir to 
the throne, while the Act of Supremacy formally 
declared that Henry was the head of the Church 
in England.

More Acts of Parliament
Cromwell had realised that the people were much 
more likely to support Henry’s momentous deci-
sions if they were involved in them. By having the 
decisions debated in the House of Lords and House 
of Commons, the English people (or their represent-
atives) had a chance to have their say.

Prior to Cromwell, Parliament had little power 
and mainly met to raise money for the king by 
agreeing to taxes. During Cromwell’s time as 
Henry’s chief minister, Parliament met more fre-
quently and more laws were passed:

 ■ Between 1509 and 1531, 203 Acts were passed.
 ■ Between 1532 and 1540, 333 Acts were passed.

Therefore, the power of Parliament increased under 
Cromwell. Its influence moved beyond financial 
affairs into any matters which affected the country. 
However, it is important not to overstate the growth 
in Parliament’s power during Henry VIII’s reign. 
Cromwell and the king still controlled much of 
what it debated and were able to persuade (and 
occasionally intimidate) the Lords and Commons 
to do what they wanted

Dissolution of the monasteries
Cromwell also sought to make Henry’s government 
function more effectively. The amount of money 
which flowed into and out of the royal household 
was not properly recorded or checked, so Cromwell 
set up a number of new departments with specific 
roles and responsibilities. This was particularly 
urgent after the dissolution of the monasteries, 
which saw huge amounts of wealth taken from the 
Church and given to the king.

Source G

Years in which Parliament was summoned 
by the king
Henry VII: 1485, 1487, 1491, 1495, 1497, 1504
Henry VIII: 1510, 1512–14, 1515, 1523, 1529–36, 
1539–40,1542–44, 1545–47

5 What does Source G 
tell you about how 
Parliament changed 
under Henry VIII?

6 Was Thomas Wolsey 
or Thomas Cromwell 
responsible for the 
most change in 
English government 
under Henry VIII?

Source F
Thomas Cromwell
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Radical  
groups, 
1647–49
Nick Shepley looks at the most 
prominent radical groups and the issues 
central to their protests and actions   

Between 1647 and 1649 a wave of radical reli-
gious and political ideas were expressed by 
preachers, printers and soldiers and a diverse 

range of arguments and opinions were heard. Cities 
like London and Bristol were alive with political 
debate and the authority of Parliament was called 
into question in ways that had seemed inconceiva-
ble at the end of the First Civil War in 1646.

This article examines the most prominent radical 
groupings — the Levellers and the Diggers — and 
the issue that was central to their protests and 
actions, the ownership of property and the rights 
it conferred. It will also examine the motivations 
of other groups: the Fifth Monarchists, Ranters and 
Quakers.

Religion and politics
Historians have questioned how and why there 
was such a noticeable upsurge in political activity 
in England after the First Civil War. Often their 
focus is on the disruptive effect of the war itself, 
whereby the structure of society was thrown into 
question and the authority of the Anglican Church 
was challenged.

In her history of the Civil War, Diane Purkiss 
examines the life of a London lay preacher, Anna 
Trapnel, who had become a well-known figure 
among the city’s poor by the end of the war. Trapnel 
believed that as the Anglican Church and the king’s 
patriarchal reading of the Bible were no longer legit-
imate, it gave her the right and the opportunity to 
speak the word of God, flouting strict laws and tra-
ditions against women preachers that had previ-
ously been punished with flogging.

As religious belief and political ideas were 
inextricably intertwined, it was a short step from 
figures like Trapnel taking religious doctrine into 

Source A
A woodcut print from 
1646, ‘The world turned 
upside down’ showing 
the social upheaval of 
the Civil War

their own hands to the men and women of the 
Levellers imagining a new world on earth.

Literacy and printing
A longer-term cause of this new political radicalism 
was the expansion in literacy and printing that had 
occurred since the sixteenth century. The historian 
of nationalism, Benedict Anderson, produced some 
startling figures in his book Imagined Communities 
which encompass all of Europe but would have had 
a direct bearing on England. He suggests that by 
1500, 20 million books had been published and by 
1600 the figure had increased tenfold. Therefore, by 
1647 the amount of books and readers in England 
had increased dramatically.

Another trend that is important was that of ver-
nacular publishing, i.e. the publishing of books 
in English, not Latin. After the break with Rome 
and the Edwardian Reformation, book publish-
ing in Latin declined (most books published were 
Bibles and these were read by clergy and lay preach-
ers in English). In this context — an increasingly 
better educated population faced with a war that 
presented them with unprecedented political, reli-
gious and social questions — it seems hardly sur-
prising that diverse groups began to produce their 
own answers. 

Political organisation?
One key problem for history students with under-
standing the Levellers and the Diggers is the 
assumption that they were organised in the way 
that modern political parties or organisations were. 
In the case of the Levellers, it might be misleading 
to think of them as an organisation at all. Both 
Leveller and Digger were terms of abuse. In the 
years before the Civil War, they were used to refer 
to people with extreme, utopian ideas who advo-
cated social equality.

1 Sources A and D are 
primary documents 
from the period 
1646–47. How might 
a historian use these 
sources in order to 
research social change 
in England?
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Source D
The original printed 
Agreement of the 
People, presented at 
the Putney debates

Source B
An extract from the Digger pamphlet, The True 
Levellers Standard Advanced:

The Earth (which was made to be a Common Treasury 
of relief for all, both Beasts and Men) was hedged 
in to In-closures by the teachers and rulers, and the 
others were made Servants and Slaves: And that 
Earth that is within this Creation made a Common 
Store-house for all, is bought and sold, and kept in 
the hands of a few, whereby the great Creator is 
mightily dishonoured, as if he were a respector of 
persons, delighting in the comfortable Livelihoods 
of some, and rejoycing in the miserable povertie and 
straits of others. From the beginning it was not so.

Source C
Marxist historian Christopher Hill on the development 
of radicalism in the New Model Army:

The trouble came to a head in the Army in the spring 
of 1647 with the attempt to disband regiments 
and form new ones for the Irish service. Led by 
the yeomen cavalry, the rank and file organised 
themselves, appointed deputies from each regiment 
(‘agitators’, they were called) to a central council, 
pledged themselves to maintain solidarity and not 
disband until their demands were satisfied. There 
was a high degree of organisation — a party chest 
and levy on members, a printing press, contacts with 
London, with the other armies and garrisons, and 
with the fleet. The initiative in this mass movement 
seems undoubtedly to have come from the rank and 
file, though many of the lower officers co-operated 
enthusiastically from the start. The general officers 
(‘grandees’ as the Levellers called them) hesitated for 
a time, tried to mediate between the ‘Presbyterian’ 
majority in Parliament and the Army rank and file. 
Then, when they saw the latter were determined to 
proceed, they threw themselves in with the movement 
and henceforth concentrated on guiding its energies 
into their own channels. They worked principally to 
restrict the soldiers’ demands to the professional and 
political, and to minimise the social and economic 
programme which the Levellers tried to graft on to 
the rank-and-file movement.

The Levellers
By 1647 those who were given the title Leveller were 
a diverse set of individuals, many of whom were 
not known to each other or even in correspond-
ence. Some were republican, others believed in a 
monarch with limited powers.

The army and Parliament
The conflict between the New Model Army and 
Parliament in the summer of 1647 helped to define 
the Leveller movement. When the army, angry at 
their lack of payment, the lack of immunity for 
actions taken during the war and the threat of being 
sent to Ireland to quell the Irish rebellion, occupied 
London, the soldiers were receptive to the Leveller 
ideas circulating within the city. Levellers within the 

2 How does Source B 
explain social 
injustices in England? 
Is it a religious 
pamphlet? A political 
one? Or both?

3 What impression do 
Sources C and E give 
of the Levellers? Why 
might the authors of 
the two sources be 
saying similar things?

army, represented by Colonel Thomas Rainborough, 
not only made the case for the soldiers’ demands 
but for a far more radical democratic agenda when 
they met at Putney in October 1647.

The Leveller pamphlet The Case of the Army Truly 
Stated contained a manifesto for change. It was 
called ‘An Agreement of the People’ and demanded 
universal male suffrage, which was radically differ-
ent from Parliament’s goals of a reformed church 
and monarchy, with Charles’ powers limited by law. 
Parliamentarians like Cromwell and Denzel Holles 
believed that mass democracy in England would 
lead to a transfer of wealth and property from the 
rich to the poor. The pamphlet also called for the 
dissolution of both Houses of Parliament, a new 
assembly of 400 men based on biannual elections 
and a universal law for rich and poor alike.

Henry Ireton
These demands were countered by Cromwell’s son-
in-law, Henry Ireton, who equated the demand for 
universal suffrage with anarchy. He claimed that 
any man who considered that he deserved a say in 
the running of the government, irrespective of his 
social standing or wealth, might consider himself 
entitled to property too. Purkiss points out that 
during the war officers like Ireton would have wit-
nessed looting and theft on a mass scale and so 
would harbour fears about the ‘mob’ in peacetime.

4 What can Source D 
show a historian about 
printing and literacy 
in the 1640s?
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In Ireton’s view, private property ownership was 
the basis of an ordered and civilised society. Most 
Levellers appeared to agree with him on this point 
and did not wish to see any redistribution of wealth 
or land — they wanted political, not social democ-
racy. In 1649 the Diggers, or True Levellers as they 
described themselves, addressed the question of 
land ownership directly. 

The Diggers
The most famous colony of Diggers established 
itself at St George’s Hill in Surrey, led by Gerard 
Winstanley. Unlike the Levellers, who were con-
cerned about how property ownership excluded 
men from the vote, Winstanley believed that 
property ownership was a basic economic injus-
tice. His reading of the Bible was that the earth 
was the Garden of Eden, which was whole, undi-
vided and not intended to generate private profit 
for a select few.

This politically radical reading of the Bible 
would not have been possible without the dramatic 
increase in literacy and publishing that defined the 
early modern era. Compared to the Levellers, who 
were represented in the army and whose leaders, 
John Lilburne and Richard Overton, were nation-
ally famous figures, the Diggers were a relatively 
small and marginal group.

The Fifth Monarchists
The growth in literacy and the printing of Bibles 
in English from the sixteenth century onwards had 
resulted in religious as well as political and social 
radicalism. The Anglican Church under William 
Laud was engaged in a losing battle to reassert 
control over religious thinking. Radical non- 
conformists were seen by Laud and Charles before 
the Civil War as a threat to the established reli-
gious order, but the social upheaval of the war years 
resulted in politicised religious radicals such as the 
Fifth Monarchists.

The group, formed in 1649 included several par-
liamentarians and military leaders, such as Thomas 
Harrison. They believed that the war was a sign of 
the imminent return of Christ to rule over the earth. 
As with the Diggers, they derived meaning from 
new and alternative understandings of the Bible. 
The belief that Charles was a tyrant and ‘anti Christ’ 
and that his removal would see the beginnings of a 
‘godly’ kingdom in England was widespread among 
the movement. While the Levellers believed there 
was scope for a political revolution in England and 
the Diggers wanted a social revolution, the Fifth 
Monarchists saw their purpose as bringing a reli-
gious revolution to the country.

Cromwell was not a member of the movement 
(and as Lord Protector he was opposed by the Fifth 
Monarchists who viewed him as a tyrant), but he 

shared many of their anti-Catholic, Puritan beliefs. 
During the rule of the major generals, the goal of 
creating a godly England was pursued vigorously, 
but the more socially radical beliefs of the Fifth 
Monarchists, including the release of the poor from 
debtors’ prisons, were never achieved. 

The Ranters and Quakers
Other non-conformist groups also developed as a 
result of mass literacy and the availability of the 
Bible away from the hierarchy of the Church. One 
such network of non-conformist groups were the 
Ranters. Their radical understanding of Christianity 
(that God was all present and therefore churches 
and their hierarchies were not just redundant 
but illegitimate), developed across England and 
did not have a hierarchy or leadership of its own. 
Throughout the 1650s and 1660s, lurid tales of 
Ranter groups’ sexual promiscuity and nudity pro-
liferated, but much of this may well have been par-
liamentary propaganda.

The most significant of the non-conformist 
groups, however, was the Quaker movement that 
developed from 1650 onwards. The principal that 
communion with God was possible without the 
intervention of an ordained priest (and that Christ 
himself spoke directly to the people), resulted in 
frequent prosecutions for blasphemy but the move-
ment grew to some 60,000 members in England 
and Wales within three decades of the end of the 
Civil War. 

Conclusion
It is clear that the fragmenting of political and reli-
gious ideas was the result of long-term increases in 
literacy and the new technology of printing. The 
inability of the Church or the crown, and later 
Parliament, to dominate how new ideas were 
formed, transmitted and interpreted in society 
resulted in a diverse ideological landscape in the 
years after 1647. HS

Source E
The veteran Labour politician Tony Benn writing in 
2001 on the Levellers:

The English Civil War of the 1640s was fought between 
a king who believed in the divine right to govern and 
Parliament which, however limited its popular base, 
was arguing for democracy and anticipated by 150 
years the ideals that emerged during the French and 
American revolutions. It was partly in an attempt to 
broaden the appeal of the message that the Levellers’ 
(‘they who would level men’s estates’, said detractors) 
movement grew among more radical supporters of 
Parliament. They ultimately fell out with Cromwell 
because, although he shared some of their concerns, 
he regarded them, particularly those in his New Model 
Army, as a challenge to his authority.

5 ‘The 1640s were a 
revolutionary period 
in English history.’ 
How far do the 
sources support this 
statement?
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Paul Short and Dan Silverman consider 
what we can learn about developments in 
wartime medical treatment by examining 
the system used on the Western Front in 
the First World War

It is well known that the Great War prompted 
significant developments in medical treatment 
and technology. The huge number of casualties 

was unprecedented as were the nature and extent 
of wounds suffered. From rifles to machine guns 
and heavy artillery to gas attacks, trench conditions 
posed further challenges to the provision of battle-
field medicine.

During the course of the war there were numer-
ous developments in key branches of medicine 
including surgery, the treatment of infection, ortho-
paedics, radiology and psychiatry. Underpinning 
these advances was a developing system for the pro-
vision of battlefield medicine which was further 
established as the war progressed. This system was 
divided into six different stages of treatment.

Stage 1: Regimental Aid Posts (RAP)
These were situated as near to the front line as 
possible, under a Battalion Medical Officer, perhaps 
with one or two supporting officers, who would 
be in charge of orderlies and stretcher-bearers. 
Typically these contained two to six beds for casu-
alties (or soldiers taken ill) to administer immediate 
short-term treatment. RAPs had limited equipment 
and were rarely able to offer any more than first 

The Western Front
the historic 

environment

aid (applying dressings and disinfectant) before the 
wounded were moved further behind the lines for 
proper treatment.

Stage 2: Field Ambulances
The nature of the terrain on the Western Front, 
and the extremely high rate of casualties that were 
suffered in the bigger battles, meant that there were 
significant developments in the means of transport-
ing the wounded. Transport began with a series of 
stretcher-bearers who were stationed at Collecting 
Posts (CPs) and Relay Posts (RPs).

Stretcher-bearers were crucial in alleviating con-
gestion at RAPs and were often required to shuttle 
those unable to walk for several miles, either within 
a trench or over ground, as the terrain could not be 
accessed by any vehicles. Stretcher-bearing could be 
extremely dangerous. Many stretcher bearers were 
volunteers who were not prepared to fight on moral 
grounds, but who wished to provide relief to the 
suffering on the front line (such as the Quaker’s 
‘Friends Ambulance Unit’).

Some vehicles were available, mainly horse-
drawn, but they were rarely able to operate within 
close proximity to the front lines. Further behind 
the front lines motor ambulances were used increas-
ingly as the war progressed.

Stage 3: Dressing Stations
These varied greatly in location and capacity. In 
theory, Advanced Dressing Stations (ADS) were to 
be set up within a few hundred yards of the RAPs, 
and Main Dressing Stations (MDS) would be estab-
lished around a mile further back. Both were to 
use buildings where possible, tents if necessary. 
The plan was for the ADS to provide treatment and 
return men to their units as soon as possible, or 
where wounds were more serious, to arrange for the 
transport of men to the MDS. The intended role of 
the MDS was to provide treatment for the wounded 
for up to a week, either to enable their return to the 
Front, or to prepare for their further evacuation. 

Source A
First aid being given at 
a Regimental Aid Post

Source B
Canadian soldier 
being taken towards a 
medical post

1 Describe two 
features of the system 
for medical provision 
at or near to the front 
lines.

2 Summarise how the 
provision of medical 
care evolved over the 
course of the war. For 
what reasons did the 
intended system prove 
inadequate?

Source B
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Stage 6: Return to ‘Blighty’
Those who were too badly wounded to return to 
action were evacuated back home. This was carried 
out using a range of transport including hospital 
trains, which featured heavily in a recent exhibition 
at the National Railway Museum in York (www.
tinyurl.com/hauyelu). Much of the transport at all 
stages was provided by the Red Cross (www.tinyurl.
com/goksonk).

Once home, soldiers requiring additional treat-
ment were sent to existing military hospitals or  
newly-created war hospitals. These were managed 
under nine different ‘command areas’. One such 
hospital was the Stamford Military Hospital, at 
Dunham Massey in Cheshire (under Northern 
Command). Dunham Massey is currently a 
National Trust property (www.tinyurl.com/
z2vaeoo) which from 2014 to 2016 housed an exhi-
bition in which the military hospital was recreated 
for the hundredth anniversary of the war (www.
tinyurl.com/zyoa4ek). HS

by large military cemeteries. One such example is 
the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, 
near to Yprès, (www.tinyurl.com/hkctyhr) where 
almost 10,000 British and Commonwealth soldiers 
are buried (making it the second largest British mil-
itary cemetery after Tyne Cot).

Stage 5: Base Hospitals
Also known as general hospitals, these were located 
in the ‘bases’ which were established areas, well 
behind the front lines with links to key transport 
lines. They often took over previously existing 
civilian hospitals, and their operation was similar to 
that of non-military hospitals. One famous excep-
tion to this is the ‘underground hospital’ located at 
Wellington Quarry (near Arras) which now houses 
a museum (www.tinyurl.com/z486jdn).

Soldiers who reached the Base Hospitals had a 
decent chance of survival. Official figures show that 
almost five times as many soldiers in these hospi-
tals returned to active duty as died in them. It is 
worth noting than many Base Hospital admissions 
were not wounded soldiers, but those suffering with 
contagious diseases, infections or other serious but 
treatable conditions that would only be dealt with 
while on leave.

In reality, these intentions were not practical. The 
nature of the fighting, the terrain and the heavy- 
artillery bombardment of the front lines meant that 
an ad hoc system of dressing stations was estab-
lished. In practice they needed to be mobile, they 
often needed to hold a large number of casualties 
for several days, and over the course of the war they 
developed an increased capacity for delivering sur-
gical procedures.

Unlike RAPs, some of the better established 
Advanced Dressing Stations can still be seen on 
the Western Front today. Perhaps the most fre-
quently visited is at Essex Farm (www.tinyurl.com/
zev8qag), where Canadian John McCrae, serving 
as a surgeon during the Second Battle of Yprès in 
1915, wrote his famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’.

Stage 4: Casualty Clearing Stations 
(CCS)
These were far larger facilities that were intended to 
provide treatment to greater numbers of wounded 
soldiers who would then be transported to hospital. 
Located over 10 miles behind the front lines, close 
to further transport links, the CCS could have more 
established and permanent facilities. Their primary 
role was to provide initial surgery.

Even with more fixed circumstances, the role of 
the CCS also evolved during the war as often they 
were faced with far more than the maximum 200 
casualties that they were designed to hold. Many 
were extended, typically into two stations which 
would operate an alternating policy whereby one 
would be ‘open’, i.e. empty and ready to receive 
casualties and the other ‘closed’, i.e. full and pre-
paring casualties for evacuation, usually within a 
maximum of 4 weeks. In some areas a third station 
would be opened for those with more serious 
illnesses, which were commonplace due to trench 
conditions. These could be emptied quickly if there 
was a sudden influx of casualties. At times the CCS 
would take on the role of maintaining the health of 
soldiers on leave, for example, bathing them and 
treating non-life threatening ailments.

The CCS were frequently faced with large 
numbers of soldiers with very serious wounds and 
so it is not surprising that their locations are marked 

Source C
British Casualty 
Clearing Station

Source D
A hospital train

Source C

3 How useful are 
photographs for an 
enquiry into the 
development of the 
system of battlefield 
medical provision on 
the Western Front?

4 Research the RAMC 
(www.ramc-ww1.
com) and FANY 
(www.fany.org.uk/
history). For each 
produce a factfile 
which outlines their 
role and contribution 
to medical 
developments during 
the First World War.
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the evidence presented by Bush and Blair as justi-
fying the invasion. Opponents also highlighted the 
dangers of extending operations further when the 
rebuilding of Afghanistan had by no means been 
achieved. 

Protestors on the streets and those who voted 
against war in Iraq in Parliament and Congress 
were, by 2003, drawing different lessons regard-
ing Middle Eastern politics than those drawn by 
the Bush administration. From 2001 Bush was fully 
committed to hunting down Al-Qaeda wherever 
he believed them to be a threat or potential threat. 
By 2002 the rhetoric had widened to include Iraq, 
Iran and North Korea as an axis of evil who posed 
a grave and growing danger against whom pre- 
emptive action was in the USA’s interests.

Reasons for opposition
Those who voted against the Iraq War in the British 
Parliament and who protested in their thousands 
across the capitals of Europe questioned a foreign 
policy which defined US interests so aggressively. 
As the race to war gained momentum the evidence 
that Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruc-
tion produced by Blair was not enough to convince 
many of his own voters and supporters that war 
was legitimate. 

The ongoing situation in Afghanistan also gave 
opponents of any military action in Iraq clear 
ammunition. The reconstruction of the country 
did not appear to be a US priority and the danger 
of embarking on another costly and difficult con-
flict with no obvious end plan was of grave concern 
to many. 

Conclusion
Broadly speaking the lesson the Bush administra-
tion drew from 9/11 was that it was in the USA’s 
interest to strike pre-emptively at those who might 
pose a threat to the USA. However, by 2003, to the 
many opponents of war against Iraq, such a position 
seemed dangerously aggressive and likely to cause 
more problems than it addressed. 

improve your grade

Nikki Christie gives you some tips 
on how to improve your grade when 
answering questions on 9/11 and 
the subsequent US-led invasions of 
Afghanistan and Iraq

When the first reports that a second plane 
had hit the Twin Towers reached the pres-
ident and that, in the memorable phrase 

of the chief of staff, ‘America was under attack’, 
George W. Bush was visiting a school. Moments 
later in his first response to the press the president 
promised ‘to conduct a full-scale investigation to 
hunt down and to find those folks who commit-
ted this act’. Although the language became more 
polished as time went on the Bush government 
never wavered in its determination to punish the 
perpetrators of the attacks and the events of 9/11 
were followed swiftly by the invasion of Afghanistan 
and then in 2003 by the invasion of Iraq. 

Counter-terrorism measures
In the initial days following the attack the USA 
attracted strong support from its European allies 
and the United Nations passed Security Resolution 
1373 to impose counter-terrorism measures on all 
member states. On 7 October the USA and Britain 
launched Operation Enduring Freedom with the 
promise of military support from more than 30 
states. Opposition to the invasion was limited across 
Europe, although concerns were raised in some 
quarters regarding the historic difficulties Russia 
and Britain had faced when attempting to invade 
the country in the past.

Opposition to the invasion of Iraq
In contrast, the build up to the invasion of Iraq 
in 2003 was marked by enormous street protests 
in every European capital and opposition to the 
war was expressed at every level. Opposition was 
focused primarily on the legality of the projected 
invasion and a high degree of suspicion regarding 

and its 
aftermath9/11 
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The question identifies a clear point in time for 
discussion. An explanation of opposition should 
highlight the change in the levels of opposition to 
US action in Afghanistan in 2001 and US action 
in Iraq in 2003 and discuss the reasons for this 
change. 

In 2 years the USA had managed to move 
from a position of having the strongest support 
for its actions, as the NATO resolution post 9/11 
demonstrates, to a position whereby the German, 
French and Italian leaders, among others, were 
prepared to criticise the possibility of US action 
in Iraq openly.

Brainstorm with a partner the long-term 
reasons for mounting opposition to the USA’s 
foreign policy and include them in your own 
answer. 

Change and continuity

This answer does not have a specific conclusion, 
but instead drifts into narrative regarding the 
war. Write your own conclusion to the question 
to improve this answer. Make sure you:

 ■ Focus on the question set. The easiest way to 
ensure this is to use the wording in the question, 
i.e. ‘There was widespread opposition in Britain in 
February 2003 to the proposed invasion of Iraq by 
the USA and Britain because…’

 ■ Identify the reasons for opposition. Good 
answers will be multi- rather than mono-causal.

Conclusion

Question
Explain the widespread opposition in Britain by February 2003 to the invasion of Iraq. (10 marks)

This answer describes the marches in February 2003 and 
explains the policy that Bush was pursuing, but does not provide 
in-depth analysis of the reasons for opposition to the projected 
invasion. Very few students gain the highest level in this type 

of question because they need to demonstrate ‘second-order 
historical skills’ to do so. An explanation needs to demonstrate 
understanding of the multi-causal nature of an event, or of 
change over time, or the effects of an event. 

Examiner’s comment

On Saturday 15 February up to 2 million people marched in London 

protesting against the war in Iraq that everyone could see was coming. 

There were similar marches in 60 countries across the world as people 

took to the streets to try to show the Americans that they did not 

have support worldwide for their invasion of Iraq. People in London 

wanted Tony Blair to stop following US policy all the time.

The Americans were totally against Saddam Hussein and believed 

that the best way to defend the USA was to attack countries like 

Iraq before they attacked the USA using terrorism. Bush talked 

about the axis of evil and everyone knew from his actions that he was 

planning more and more wars. But for most people there was no clear 

link between Iraq and Al-Qaeda and the idea of invading Iraq seemed 

unjustified.

Tony Blair and Bush spoke against the human rights record of Saddam 

Hussein but opponents of the war pointed out that there were lots 

of other dictators in the world with poor human rights records and 

that the USA seemed unconcerned about dealing with them. There 

appeared to be a double standard that Bush and Blair were pointing to 

Saddam’s records but in fact any war on Iraq did not seem justified  

or legal. 

However, the marching was not successful in changing the minds of the 

Americans and they invaded Iraq supported by the British on  20 March. 

At first they did really well and Bush declared the war was over, but 

this did not turn out to be true so the protestors were right all along.

Student answer
Improve this answer by including comments on:

 ■ the Iraq dossier produced by Blair’s government 
the previous year which had been exposed as 
largely plagiarised from the internet on 6 February

 ■ the reaction of other European heads of state 
to Bush’s progression towards war, especially that 
of the German chancellor who explicitly warned 
against an invasion of Iraq during his election 
campaign in 2002

Causation

Source A
Protesters gathering in London for the demonstration 
against the Iraq War, 15 February 2003

Source A
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Question 1
Study Sources A and B. Which of these 
sources is more useful to a historian 
studying the history of the British 
women’s liberation movement in the 
1960s? (10 marks)

Source A
Extracts from an article entitled ‘Girls 
in formal education’ available on the 
online collection of the British Library 
and written by the Sisterhood and After 
Research Team:

Sheila Rowbotham, Martin Pugh and 
others have suggested that the Women’s 
Liberation Movement as a whole was 
much aided by the opportunities offered 
to a post-war generation of girls who had 
been able to get into the grammar school 
system, and the opportunities offered to 
them at these schools. Even though girls 
were denied the same opportunities as 
boys in many subjects, a grammar school 
education still provided more choices 
than a secondary modern education….

Crucial for the generation of women who 
powered the liberation movements of the 
‘60s was the fact that they themselves 
had generally benefited from better 
education than their own mothers. This 
was mainly because the 1944 Education 
Act had made education compulsory for 
girls and boys until the age of 15. Those 
who passed the 11+ had the chance to 
work for the equivalent of today’s GCSEs 
and A levels.

From www.tinyurl.com/jeqaw6g 

improve your grade

Source B
Extracts taken from the Gurney-Dixon report produced in 
1954 for the Ministry of Education on ‘Early Leaving’ from 
grammar schools:

Since our sample represents about 10 per cent of the whole 
annual intake into grammar schools we may estimate that 
in English grammar schools in 1953 about 10,000 boys and 
7,000 girls completed advanced courses (post 16 courses 
enabling entry into universities) and that about 5,000 more 
boys and 5,000 more girls could very well have done so if 
they had stayed longer at school.

The report also estimated that of the girls who left school 
early 33.5% (compared to 12.6% of boys) went onto full-
time education and that:

Most of these followed vocational courses, nearly half at 
commercial schools or colleges.

Commercial courses prepared girls for work as secretaries.

Depth study

Utility and reliability
To be awarded the highest levels when compar-
ing the utility and reliability of sources, you must 
analyse the sources and effectively compare their 
relative strengths and weaknesses. Comments on 
provenance must be specific, supported from the 

sources and linked explicitly to the question set. 
Simple statements and unsupported assertions 
regarding the utility of the sources or their reliabil-
ity will receive very limited marks. Confusing utility 
for reliability will result in zero marks. 

Top tips
 ■ Your answer must be balanced. A detailed discussion 

of one source and only cursory treatment of the second 
will not be rewarded.

 ■ Discussion of utility means careful consideration 
of the provenance of the sources. What strengths and 
weaknesses can you identify when analysing the nature, 
origin and purpose of these sources?

 ■ Compare the content of the sources carefully. 
They may support each other. Source A argues that ‘a 
grammar school education still provided more choices 
than a secondary modern education’ and Source B states 
that although far fewer girls stayed on to study for the 
equivalent of A-levels, a third of those who left school 
early continued in full-time education at commercial 
schools.

 ■ Discussion of the sources must be linked explicitly to 
the question set. Any discussion of comparative reliability 
is only valid if it is linked back to how this might impact 
on the utility or otherwise for this historian. Comments 
on reliability that are not related to the question will not 
be rewarded. An example of a comment that will not be 
rewarded is ‘Source A is a secondary source and is less 
reliable than Source B’.
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Question 2
Study Sources C and D. Which source is 
more reliable for explaining the origins of 
the women’s movement?

Source D
Women march in the snow down Regent Street, 
London, on 6 March 1971, protesting against sex 
discrimination and demanding equality in the 
workplace, pay and education (agency photograph 
sold to newspapers)Source C

Extract from an online biography of Betty Friedan, 
author of The Female Mystique and US campaigner 
for women’s equality in the workplace:

After the Friedans’ first child, Daniel, was born in 
1948, Betty Friedan returned to work. She lost her 
job, however, after she became pregnant with her 
second child, Jonathan. Friedan then stayed home 
to care for her family, but she was restless as a 
homemaker and began to wonder if other women 
felt the same way she did — that she was both 
willing and able to be more than a stay-at-home 
mom. To answer this question, Friedan surveyed 
other graduates of Smith College. The results of 
her research formed the basis of her book The 
Feminine Mystique, published in 1963, throughout 
which Friedan encourages women to seek new 
opportunities for themselves.

The book quickly became a sensation, creating a 
social revolution by dispelling the myth that all 
women wanted to be happy homemakers, and 
marking the start of what would become Friedan’s 
incredibly significant role in the women’s rights 
movement.

From www.tinyurl.com/z7rzo3q

Top tips

 ■ A good answer to a comparison of reliability 
question will use your own knowledge to help 
you judge the accuracy or typicality of a source. 
Use your own knowledge of Betty Friedan and of 
the early campaigns of the women’s movement 
to help you assess the comparative reliability of 
the sources.

 ■ The most common statement regarding photos 
is ‘the camera never lies’. This is of course not 
true. Pre-digital photographs were still composed 
by the person taking the photo and could be 
altered by cropping and touching up. 

 ■ Do not become too caught up in a discussion 
of secondary and primary sources. Examiners will 
give no credit to the use of such terminology. 
Compare the reliability of sources by consider-
ing their provenance, their content and by using 
your own knowledge of the period, rather than 
wasting time on artificial distinctions between 
sources based on their date of origin.
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David McGill considers whether US defeat in the Vietnam War 
was a result of US failures in operational and strategic planning or 
the Vietcong’s superior tactics and fighting effectiveness

came into contact with Vietcong guerrilla forces 
violence escalated. The US Army was gradually 
sucked into committing more and more ground 
troops into trying to defeat the Vietcong insurgents 
and also regular North Vietnamese Army units on 
the border.

The US campaign in Vietnam therefore became 
subject to ‘mission creep’. The US troops were 
committed to a campaign they had not prepared 
for. As fighting intensified US casualties mounted 
and domestic support for the war disintegrated. Bad 
planning and ill-defined objectives meant that the 
USA effectively lost the war.

Coercive diplomacy
The USA lost the Vietnam War because of failures in 
the way it understood and then fought the war. The 
US government saw the North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) and its Vietcong allies through a Cold War 
prism and misread both the nature of the conflict 
and its own long-term chance of success.

Seeing the guerrilla war against the French as a 
Communist insurgency rather than a nationalistic 
campaign for independence the US government 
assumed it could defeat its enemies by a campaign 
of ‘coercive diplomacy’. The US military leadership 
believed that an air campaign against North 
Vietnamese targets would bring the NVA and Ho 
Chi Minh to the negotiating table. 

Operation Rolling Thunder
The Americans had been building up their presence 
in Vietnam since the French withdrawal from the 
country and its partition in April 1954. However, 
they did not embark on a full-scale military 
campaign until March 1965 when they launched 
Operation Rolling Thunder.

This was a systematic air campaign against 
North Vietnam that aimed at supporting the weak 
and unpopular South Vietnamese government by 
degrading the North’s industrial capacity and mil-
itary strength. The aim was to force the North to 
abandon its support of Vietcong guerrillas in the 
South and persuade it to abandon its campaign to 
unite Vietnam. The Americans argued that if initial 
success eluded them then a gradual escalation of 
the bombing campaign over a period of time would 
succeed.

Ground troops deployed
Within weeks of the air campaign starting, the US 
military had deployed thousands of marines to 
protect its air bases from retaliation. As these forces 

 Was defeat in the Vietnam War a result of US failure?

YES

Source A
The US military leadership 
believed that an air campaign 
would help bring an end to 
the conflict in Vietnam
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 Was defeat in the Vietnam War a result of US failure?
had previously been part of the Vietminh (the 
Vietnamese resistance group that fought the French). 
It was an effective fighting force, well trained, highly 
motivated and tactically adept in its armed struggle 
against the Americans. 

Guerrilla war
The Vietcong was lightly armed in comparison with 
the Americans, but its mastery of guerrilla warfare 
techniques wore down its enemies’ resolve. The 
Vietcong ambushed US patrols, set booby traps and 
landmines and mounted a bombing campaign in 
the cities.

Although the Americans had a massive 
technological advantage the Vietcong tactics were 
extremely successful. US patrols relied on keeping 
a tally of enemy killed to demonstrate they were 
winning the war. As the Vietcong was prepared to 
take heavy casualties this reliance on ‘body count’ 
tactics meant little.

The Vietcong was also supplied from the North 
along a series of supply routes that became known 
as the Ho Chi Minh trail. The USA tried to bomb 
this and disrupt supplies, but this escalated the war 
further, dragging other countries like Cambodia 
and Laos into the conflict.

The Tet Offensive
On 30 January 1968 the Vietcong demonstrated the 
ineffectiveness of US control in South Vietnam by 
launching a series of surprise attacks against them. 
These attacks coincided with the Vietnamese New 
Year and were designed to demonstrate to the US 
people that they would not be able to defeat the 
insurgency.

Up to 300,000 Vietcong forces and North 
Vietnamese troops took part. After coordinated 
attacks along the border to divert US attention 
from other regions the NVA and Vietcong launched 
a wave of assaults on Saigon and other cities in the 
South, as well as attacking US military bases and 
airfields. Footage of fighting in the US embassy 
grounds demonstrated to Americans back at home 
that assurances from their government that Vietnam 
was under control were false.

Although the USA managed to defeat the Tet 
Offensive the damage had been done. Richard 
Nixon won the US presidential election in 1969 
while promising to withdraw from Vietnam. The 
lightly armed but committed Vietcong forces 
won the war against the USA using the tactics of 
asymmetric warfare.

The National Liberation Front
Vietcong was the Western title for the forces fighting 
the USA and South Vietnamese government. It was 
supported by the Communist regime in North 
Vietnam and its army units. It mixed regular and 
insurgent forces and also had political cadres in 
the regions it operated in to organise the peasants 
and maintain its ideological appeal to the people.

It was established in 1960 under a single 
command structure and had many fighters who 

NO
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Medicine

Galen, 130–210 AD
Having trained as a physician to gladiators, 
Galen later became physician to a number 
of Roman emperors, reviving the methods of 
Hippocrates in the process. Galen is credited 
with bringing the ‘experimental method’ 
to medicine and using the dissection of 
animals to understand the functions of the 
human body. He emphasised the importance 
of observing patients thoroughly before 
applying treatments focusing on the use 
of opposites (e.g. if a man had a fever he 
would be treated with something cold).

Andreas Vesalius, 1514–64
An early pioneer of surgery and 
anatomy, Vesalius performed many 
dissections of human bodies through 
which he learned that Galen was 
mistaken in some of his assumptions 
about human anatomy. Vesalius urged 
more doctors to conduct dissections to 
learn more about the human body rather 
than relying on ancient texts.

Hippocrates, 460–370 BC
He put forward the view that all 
diseases have natural causes, thus 
rejecting the idea that illnesses were 
sent by the gods. This led to the theory 
of ‘humourism’ which held that diseases 
were caused by liquids within the body 
(bile, blood, phlegm).

William Harvey, 1578–1657
Physician to both James I and Charles I of 
England, Harvey is known as the person 
who explained the circulation of blood by 
the heart throughout the body. He had 
studied at the University of Padua under 
Fabricius and based his discovery on his 
tutor’s observation that the veins in the 
body had one-way valves.

500BC  400BC  100AD  200AD  1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

Source A
Andreas Vesalius, an early pioneer of anatomy and surgery

Hindsight 27i3 print.indd   16 01/03/2017   3:18 pm



 

17www.hoddereducation.co.uk/hindsight

Medicine
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Paul Short and Dan Silverman look at 
some key individuals in the development 
of medicine

Alexander Fleming, 1881–1955
While studying influenza in 1928, Fleming 
noticed that mould had developed on a 
set of petri dishes being used to grow the 
staphylococci germ. The mould had created 
a bacteria-free circle around itself. Fleming 
called the active substance penicillin. Two 
other scientists, Florey and Chain, developed 
penicillin further so that it could be offered as 
a drug to fight infection — it is credited with 
saving thousands of Allied lives in the Second 
World War.

Joseph Lister, 1827–1912
He is widely regarded as having 
transformed surgery through focusing 
on the use of sterile practice to increase 
patients’ chances of survival after 
operations. Lister experimented with 
hand washing, ensuring all instruments 
were sterilised and spraying surgical 
theatres with carbolic acid to kill 
infection.

Joseph Lister, 1827–1912
He is widely regarded as having 
transformed surgery through focusing 
on the use of sterile practice to increase 
patients’ chances of survival after 
operations. Lister experimented with 
hand washing, ensuring all instruments 
were sterilised and spraying surgical 
theatres with carbolic acid to kill 
infection.

Louis Pasteur, 1822–95
For over 2,000 years, it was assumed 
that life appeared spontaneously, 
such as maggots from dead flesh. 
By demonstrating that food went off 
due to contamination by microbes in 
the air, Pasteur put forward the idea 
that microbes could cause disease. 
This ‘germ theory’ led to the eventual 
development of antiseptics and 
transformed healthcare forever.

Edward Jenner, 1749–1823
Known for the discovery of a smallpox 
vaccination through the insertion of 
pus from cowpox pustules into young 
children, Jenner overcame initial 
widespread ridicule to be considered the 
founding father of immunology. Smallpox 
vaccination was made compulsory in 
1853, 30 years after his death.

Source B
Alexander Fleming, the biologist who discovered penicillin
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At the end of the Second World War the 
USA emerged victorious as the dominant 
superpower in the world. Unlike devas-

tated Europe, for Americans the future seemed 
to promise an age of prosperity and optimism. 
Indeed, Americans were richer, better fed, housed 
and educated than ever before.

Yet the following three decades saw unprece-
dented social turmoil as a wide range of groups 
protested, marched and demanded radical changes 
to their political rights, economic opportunities and 
to the US way of life itself. Some even turned to 
violence. Why, when the USA was seemingly at its 
most successful, were so many of its citizens calling 
for change? 

‘Striking down Jim Crow’
Although the 1950s are often remembered as years 
of success for the USA, this veneer of optimism 
hid long-simmering racial tensions. ‘Jim Crow’ 
laws ensured that black Americans were treated as 
second-class citizens in the Southern states. Many 
black Americans had fought in the Second World 
War. They had risked their lives fighting to protect 
the freedoms of Europeans from fascism: now 
they wondered why they should not have the same 
freedoms at home. They called for a ‘double victory’: 
defeat of fascism abroad and racism in the USA. 

However, violent white opposition meant that 
mass public protests were still difficult to organ-
ise. Instead, through organisations like the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), protesters challenged racial discrimina-
tion using the court system. In the Brown v Board 
of Education case of 1954 they challenged the fact 
that black children had to attend inferior segregated 
schools.

This strategy of protesting through the courts was 
important because it put the protestors on the side 
of the law. When schools in the State of Arkansas 
refused to accept the Brown ruling, and stopped 
blacks and whites from being educated together 
at Little Rock High School, the NAACP sent nine 
young students to be enrolled. The racist mob vio-
lence that followed, as white thugs attempted to 
prevent the students from entering the school was 
televised and reported around the world, embar-
rassing the USA and forcing the federal government 
to send soldiers to Little Rock on the side of the stu-
dents. This was a major success for the protestors.

New supporters
By the end of the 1950s, the age and racial back-
ground of civil rights protestors was changing. 

Andrew Flint examines the reasons for the rise of popular 
protest movements in the USA in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s

Source A
Anti-Vietnam war 
poster

Popular protest 
in the USA

Source A
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and ignorant. His astute tactics and soaring rheto-
ric helped win the moral high ground for the civil 
rights movement and support for the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act that outlawed racial discrimination.

The importance of the Cold War
International events altered the nature and effec-
tiveness of popular protest throughout the period. 
During the Cold War the USA was fighting a prop-
aganda battle with the Communist Soviet Union, 
with both sides seeking to win the support of other 
nations for their ideologies. Increasingly this com-
petition spread to developing countries in Africa 
and Asia. It was very embarrassing for the USA if 
non-white people in these countries saw the way 
that black Americans were treated. 

Black Power now
The 1964 Civil Rights Act provided legal rights but 
did nothing to end the poverty and unemploy-
ment in inner city ghettos. For those trapped in the 
ghettos with few prospects of a better future, King’s 
campaigns to win white sympathy had no appeal. 
Popular protest now turned violent as a result of 
the anger these black Americans felt at the lack of 
progress towards equality.

Many students played an important role. One 
example was the sit-ins that took place at restau-
rants when black students sat in seats reserved for 
white customers. The campaigns spread to ‘read-ins’ 
at libraries and even ‘swim-ins’ at swimming pools.

One reason why students joined the protests 
was postwar prosperity. This meant that more 
young people went to university than ever before. 
There they met with new people, shared ideas and 
organised campaigns. Their minds were opened 
to new perspectives and filled with youthful opti-
mism — they refused to subscribe to the old, racist 
mindsets of the past. Furthermore, white students 
joined black Americans to campaign against racism. 
Mainly northerners who had not grown up in a seg-
regated society, they were educated, affluent and 
politically aware — and as such they were a valu-
able support to the campaigns for racial equality.

The emergence of Martin  
Luther King
Another factor that changed the nature of protest 
was the emergence of Martin Luther King as a 
key figure. King’s strategy of non-violent direct 
action encouraged protestors to remain peaceful 
while inciting a violent racist reaction. At a time of 
increasing television ownership in the USA, King 
realised that televised images of peaceful protestors 
being beaten by racists would help his campaign. 
Instead of fighting back, campaigners linked arms 
and sang emotive and inspiring songs like ‘We Shall 
Overcome’.

King was the perfect leader for this time: he was 
well-spoken, educated and charismatic and could 
challenge the stereotype of the black man as savage 

1 What does Source A 
suggest about why 
many Americans 
protested against the 
Vietnam War? 

2 What can we learn 
from Source B about 
the effectiveness 
of black civil rights 
campaigns?

Source B
A soldier protects a 
black student on her 
way to Little Rock High 
school in Arkansas, 
1957

Source B

Source C
Roy Wilkins, NAACP leader:

No matter how endlessly they try to explain it, the 
term ‘Black Power’ means anti-white power…It is a 
reverse Mississippi, a reverse Hitler, a reverse Ku Klux 
Klan. We of the NAACP will have none of this. We 
have fought too long. It is the raging of race against 
race. It is the father of hatred and the mother of 
violence. It is the wicked fanaticism which has swelled 
our tears, broken our hearts, and taken the blood of 
our black and white loved ones. It shall not poison our 
forward march. 

From Better Day Coming by Adam Fairclough, 2001

Source D
A description of the Black Panthers:

Wearing a stylish uniform of black leather jacket, 
black beret and dark sunglasses, the Panthers 
exuded charisma and were immensely photogenic. 
Sprinkling their talk with expletives and insults, they 
turned profanity into a form of political rhetoric. They 
personified the cool, streetwise, hard-edged image to 
which many young men in the ghettos aspired. They 
also attracted wider support in the black community 
by patrolling ghetto neighbourhoods to deter police 
harassment, providing free breakfasts for needy 
children, recruiting doctors and medical students to 
staff free health clinics…and setting up ‘Liberation 
Schools’ for black children. 

From Better Day Coming by Adam Fairclough, 2001

3 What can we learn 
from Source C about 
the impact of Black 
Power? 

4 How far does  
Source D explain the 
appeal of the Black 
Panthers?
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Source F
Extract from The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan:

The problem lay buried, unspoken, for many years 
in the minds of American women. It was a strange 
stirring, a sense of dissatisfaction, a yearning that 
women suffered in the middle of the twentieth 
century in the United States. Each suburban wife 
struggled with it alone. As she made the beds, 
shopped for groceries, matched slipcover material, 
ate peanut butter sandwiches with her children, 
chauffeured Cub Scots and Brownies, lay beside her 
husband at night — she was afraid to ask even of 
herself the silent question — ‘Is this all?’

In 1965 protestors rioted in Watts, a mainly 
black district of Los Angeles. Whole neighbour-
hoods were burned to the ground. The riot was only 
ended when the government sent in military forces. 
A radical paramilitary group, the Black Panthers, 
emerged and their violent and radical message won 
support from bitter young men, trapped in ghettos. 
Fed up with asking the government to change, they 
demanded a revolution. The civil rights campaign 
was now split between those who supported vio-
lence and those who feared it would cause white 
Americans to stop helping them.

Red Power
Black Power inspired other groups to protest too. 
Since they had been defeated in the Indian Wars of 
the late nineteenth century the Native Americans 
had suffered discrimination. Many were trapped on 
reservations, poverty stricken, devoid of job oppor-
tunities, schools or healthcare. Furthermore alco-
holism was very common.

Native protests had been hindered by the tribal 
nature of the Native Americans themselves: the 
members of each tribe did not see themselves as 
having anything in common with other tribes and 
this lack of unity made it hard to organise pro-
tests. Finally, in the 1960s, ‘Pan-Indian’ organisa-
tions that represented all Indians emerged. Their 
most famous protest came when they occupied 
the former prison on Alcatraz Island. Although the 
protestors were removed, they helped raise public 
awareness of the Natives’ plight. 

5 How helpful is 
Source E in telling us 
about the impact of 
the black civil rights 
campaigns on other 
protest movements? 

6 Study Source F. 
According to the 
author, why should 
women protest against 
their situation? 

Anti-Vietnam War protests
As increasing numbers of Americans were sent to 
fight in the Vietnam War, protests spread. Many 
young men burned the draft cards that conscripted 
them into the army. The average age of soldiers in 
Vietnam was just 19 so many young men knew of 
someone who had been injured or killed.

Organisations like Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) organised an anti-war ‘March on 
Washington’ attended by 40,000 people, while one 
man, Norman Morrison, set fire to himself near the 
office of the headquarters of the US military, the 
Pentagon, to protest against the war. The appalling 
violence of the war led some groups to see violent 
protest as acceptable. The ‘Weathermen’ announced 
a ‘Declaration of War on the United States’ prom-
ising to ‘bring the war back home’. They launched 
a campaign of bombings, riots and attacks on the 
police.

The women’s movement
In the 1960s protests spread to challenge gender 
inequality. In the 1950s women were expected 
to focus on meeting the needs of their husbands, 
raising children and domestic chores like cooking 
and cleaning. Women were inspired by the success 
of the civil rights protests. They formed the National 
Organization for Women (NOW). It campaigned in 
favour of an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to the 
Constitution that would guarantee gender equality, 
equal pay with men and greater abortion rights.

Radical women complained about the view of 
women as objects of sexual desire by running a 
mock Miss World pageant and crowned a sheep as 
the winner. They burned underwear and kitchen 
utensils in a ‘freedom trash can’.

Women sought to prove themselves as equal 
to men. For example, women were banned from 
the Boston Marathon, but in 1967 Kathy Switzer 
became the first woman to officially complete the 
race, despite officials trying to force her to give  
up. In 1972 women were officially allowed to enter 
the race.

Source E
Feminist and political 
activist Gloria Steinem 
pictured in 1965
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Women like Phyllis Schlafly believed that fem-
inists were destroying the correct organisation of 
the US family, as set out in the Bible. She led pro-
tests, encouraging marches, rallies and letter writing 
to influential government figures. She successfully 
campaigned to prevent the passing of the ERA. Such 
campaigns helped win a landslide presidential elec-
tion for Ronald Reagan in 1980.

Conclusion
The decades following the end of the Second World 
War were marked by significant unrest and protest 
in the USA. The image of an America defined by 
confidence and conformity was never real. Long-
held resentments that had simmered below the 
surface of US society for years suddenly and finally 
found a voice.

Although the groups that protested were as 
diverse as their demands, one must see the differ-
ent movements as closely linked. The protest move-
ments fed off one another, stimulating and 
encouraging each group in its own activism, even 
against each other at times. Domestic issues were 
in turn exacerbated by international factors, such 
as the Second World War, the Cold War and 
Vietnam. Bitter frustration, anxiety and violence 
combined to create a culture of protest, an atmos-
phere in which challenging previously unques-
tioned rules and attitudes became suddenly 
acceptable. HS

Source H
Extract from Phyllis Schlafly Report, 1972:

Our respect for the family as the basic unit of society, 
which is ingrained in the laws and customs of our 
Judeo-Christian civilisation, is the greatest single 
achievement in the entire history of women’s rights. 
It assures a woman the most precious and important 
right of all — the right so to keep her own baby 
and to be supported and protected in the enjoyment 
of watching her baby grow and develop. Mankind 
has not discovered a better nest for a lifetime of 
reciprocal love. The claim that American women are 
downtrodden and unfairly treated is the fraud of the 
century. The truth is that American women never had 
it so good. Why should we lower ourselves to ‘equal 
rights’ when we already have the status of special 
privilege? 

Reprinted in Thinking Through the Past: A critical approach to 
US history by John Hollitz, 2001

Source G
Kathy Switzer running 
in the 1967 Boston 
marathon. Women were 
banned from running 
in the race. An official 
tried to force her to 
stop, but other runners 
helped protect her and 
she finished the race

The rebirth of faith-based politics
In the 1970s many people were ‘Born-Again’, a 
deeply personal experience of religious conver-
sion, to become evangelical Christians. Many of 
these Christians were conservative politically. They 
demanded a return to the type of society they 
believed had existed in the 1950s. They despaired at 
what they believed to be the overly liberal changes 
in US society such as the acceptance of abortion 
rights and gender equality.

7 How does Source G 
support the argument 
made in Source F?

8 Study Source H. 
Explain why the 
argument in Source H 
is so different from 
that in Source F. 
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David McGill focuses on the range of 
material that is available on the internet 
on migration to Britain and the rise and 
fall of the British empire, from c. 790 to 
the present day

Britain’s history has been shaped by succes-
sive invasions and has also seen us establish 
a great empire of our own. However, since the 

Second World War Britain has struggled to adapt 
itself to a postcolonial world. As the recent Brexit 
vote shows we are still unsure of what our relation-
ship with the wider world should be.

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
The collapse of the Roman empire allowed raiders 
and settlers from various Germanic tribes to invade 

Migration, empires 
and the people

online

Britain. These invaders and the changes they 
brought to Britain are discussed at www.tinyurl.
com/bpw33um and also at www.tinyurl.com/
jqgcyb6. Britain was invaded from Scotland and 
Ireland too. The Anglo-Saxons soon established 
their own kingdoms across Britain. This process 
is examined at www.tinyurl.com/zpfmyrf. In the 
ninth century these kingdoms were attacked by a 
new wave of invaders — the Vikings — and many 
collapsed under their assault (www.tinyurl.com/
pr72foe and also www.tinyurl.com/bscu3u5).

The Norman settlement
Although Anglo-Saxon England survived the Viking 
assault it was not able to resist the Norman invasion 
of 1066. William the Conqueror and his Norman 
lords dis-established the Anglo-Saxon nobility 
and altered the path of England’s development 

1 Read this article on 
the long-term legacy 
of the Anglo-Saxons 
at www.tinyurl.com/
jum7z38. How useful 
is DNA evidence for 
historians looking at 
the impact of these 
invasions?

2 Study Source A. 
Why do you think 
Anglo-Roman 
Britain was such an 
attractive target for the 
Germanic invaders?
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decisively. Their impact is examined at www.
tinyurl.com/haavq9s and www.tinyurl.com/
zewgqe3 and also at www.tinyurl.com/bucc3. The 
English king now held territories in France and as 
time passed the French king would come to resent 
the fact that the duke of Normandy had access to 
another kingdom’s resources. This cross-channel 
link was one of the chief causes of the Hundred 
Years War (www.tinyurl.com/hla5gtp and www.
tinyurl.com/6fpxy4). It also drew England away 
from its Scandinavian neighbours and into Europe.

The age of exploration
As England’s population and wealth increased so 
did demands for new goods and trading routes 
(www.tinyurl.com/n9fa67w and www.tinyurl.
com/opengtm). The settlement of North America 
began the process that would see it emerging as 
one of the world’s great empires. Early explorers 
like Sir Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh were 
mercantile buccaneers eager for plunder and fame 
(www.tinyurl.com/76l56gh and www.tinyurl.
com/z57kqjs). After the Act of Union created Great 
Britain the search for new and profitable routes 
led to the British navy establishing settlements 
and bases to supply its ships and began a process 
of colonisation that would lead to more formal 
imperial control (www.tinyurl.com/zj69kul also 

at www.tinyurl.com/hqh7v5k and www.tinyurl.
com/zhlb7wh). 

The rise and fall of the  
British empire
Defeat in the American War of Independence was a 
temporary knockback but Britain’s trading empire 
continued to grow. Merchants also profited from 
the slave ‘triangle’ that saw British ships trafficking 
people from Africa to the Caribbean and America 
to sell to plantation owners. Good resources on the 
British empire can be found at www.tinyurl.com/
lt9fm, www.tinyurl.com/l6gjhqh and also at www.
tinyurl.com/joywby3 and www.tinyurl.com/4acz9. 
Trading relations often led to military involvement 
and more formal control of territories and by 1922 
the British empire controlled a quarter of the world’s 
population. 

However the empire was already weakening. 
Involvement in the First and Second World Wars 
and changing public perceptions both in Britain 
and its imperial territories meant that after 1945 
Britain began to withdraw from its colonies and 
cede control to their native populations (www.
tinyurl.com/hzbevgg). The end of the British empire 
was in sight and the new global superpowers of USA 
and the USSR took its place (www.tinyurl.com/
hj9d69z). HS

Source A
Map of Britain and the 
Anglo-Saxon invasions

3 Look at the timeline 
of Viking raids on 
Britain at www.
tinyurl.com/gwckgo3. 
How successful were 
the Vikings in their 
attempts to conquer 
and settle Britain? 

4 Look at all the 
countries that were part 
of the British empire 
at www.tinyurl.com/
op66q38. How do you 
think Britain controlled 
such a vast amount of 
territory?

5 Read these articles 
on current public 
perceptions of the 
British empire at www. 
tinyurl.com/jydaybu 
and also at www.
tinyurl.com/gquj3bz. 
Do you think we 
should be proud of the 
British empire?

6 Read this account of 
the decline of Britain 
written in 1979: www.
tinyurl.com/jo54gqt 
and watch this clip 
(www.tinyurl.com/
z28ee9q). Why do you 
think some British 
people found it hard 
to accept the end of 
empire?

7 Look at some film 
resources on the 
British empire: (www.
tinyurl.com/6omx6ff). 
To what extent did 
they present a positive 
view of Britain’s 
imperial territories?

8 Read this article on 
the British empire: 
www.tinyurl.com/
hv35h7b. What myths 
does it seek to dispel? 
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Who caused the 
Second World War?

The First World War, the peace settlement that 
followed and the Great Depression a decade 
later combined with nationalist, political, 

social and economic ideologies to create the cir-
cumstances in which war was likely. However, these 
conditions did not make the Second World War 
inevitable. Individuals played an essential part in 
turning the possibility of war into a reality.

The role of Hitler
It is hardly controversial to state that Adolf Hitler 
caused the Second World War. Hitler drove the key 
decisions to rearm, withdraw from the League of 
Nations, remilitarise the Rhineland, occupy the 
Sudetenland, invade the rest of Czechoslovakia and 
then, on 1 September 1939, invade Poland. This was 
the start of a premeditated war based on a racist 
and anti-Communist ideology to gain lebensraum 
in the east. War was, Hitler wrote in 1936, part of 
Germany’s ‘destiny’. 

However, Hitler and Germany alone could not 
have brought about such a global conflict. Therefore 
this article focuses on the role played by key figures 
outside Germany in bringing about the Second 
World War. 

Mussolini and the collapse of  
the league
Mussolini’s attempt to seize Corfu, his successful 
seizure of Fiume and his interference in Albania 
reflected his imperialist goal of Mediterranean dom-
ination. However, the issue of Austria and its border 
with Italy was central to his foreign policy. The 
Versailles Treaty had given Italy 200,000 German 
speakers and Nazi demands for Anschluss threat-
ened a direct border between Italy and an expan-
sionist Germany.

The 1934 murder of Dollfuss, the Austrian chan-
cellor, prompted Mussolini to march his troops to 
the Brenner Pass, allowing the Austrians to stabi-
lise the situation and prevent a Nazi takeover for the 
time being. The Stresa Front between Britain, France 
and Italy followed the March 1935 announcement 

Source A
Neville Chamberlain,  
30 September 1938, 
‘Peace for our time’

Rob Salem considers the role key individuals played in  
bringing about the Second World War

1 Study Source B. Give 
two reasons from the 
source that explain 
why it was surprising 
that Mussolini sided 
with Germany from 
1936.
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2 Study Source C. 
Explain its context and 
meaning.

did not object to British reluctance to close the 
Suez Canal, helping Mussolini in Ethiopia. He 
also did nothing to oppose the remilitarisation of 
the Rhineland which followed the French Senate’s 
approval of the Franco-Soviet agreement.

This is often argued to be the pivotal moment 
at which Hitler could have been stopped. However, 
in Britain there was widespread sentiment that this 
revision of Versailles was fair. Meanwhile French 
relations with Britain and Italy had been affected 
by the Hoare-Laval plan and its aftermath.

The Munich Agreement
While Ramsay MacDonald, Baldwin and a series 
of French premiers and foreign ministers like 
Daladier, Laval and Bonnet all contributed to a 
policy of appeasement in the 1930s, it is Neville 
Chamberlain, British prime minister from May 
1937, whose reputation has suffered most from 
association with this policy. However, he was des-
perate to avoid war, creating time for rearmament, 
allowing a fair revision of Versailles, containing the 
USSR and leaving Britain to focus on its imperial 
possessions. Besides, appeasement faced little oppo-
sition until after Munich, by which time it was 
arguably too late to make a difference.

In February 1938 Chamberlain’s recognition of 
Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia in return for the 
withdrawal of 10,000 troops from Spain led to 
Eden’s resignation. In March he objected to the 
Anschluss. The Sudeten Germans stepped up their 
demands to be allowed to rejoin Germany and an 
invasion was expected. Chamberlain’s desperate 
negotiations with Hitler in September led to the 

of German conscription and the building of an air 
force. It appeared to suggest that Hitler could not 
count on his Italian fascist counterpart. 

Just weeks later, Mussolini launched his inva-
sion of Ethiopia. On the one hand, the League of 
Nations called for sanctions, but on the other, the 
Hoare-Laval plan offered Mussolini the majority of 
Ethiopia in return for a truce. This plan was leaked 
and proved the death of the league and any ability it 
might have to prevent further war. It also convinced 
Mussolini that he could not trust the British and 
French. In January 1936 he gave up his opposition 
to Anschluss.

Mussolini’s increasing support for Hitler from 
1936 encouraged Anglo-French appeasement as 
they feared having to deal with two expansionist 
forces at the same time. While Hitler would proba-
bly still have invaded Poland without the May 1939 
Pact of Steel behind him, Italy’s support, or even its 
neutrality as it turned out, overcame another obsta-
cle in Hitler’s path to war.

Chamberlain and the appeasers
Franco-Soviet and Anglo-German 
agreements
The lack of Anglo-French unity on disarmament 
and treaty revision in the 1920s and early 1930s 
continued after 1933. The French foreign minister 
Pierre Laval’s May 1935 visit to Moscow led to a 
mutual assistance pact with the USSR. This upset 
the British and Italians, who feared a stronger 
USSR as well as German aggression in response 
to encirclement. Prompted by this and concerns 
about Japanese expansionism, the British pushed 
ahead with an Anglo-German naval agreement. 
This acceptance of a clear violation of the terms of 
Versailles in turn angered the French and Italians. 

Anthony Eden replaced Samuel Hoare as British 
foreign secretary in December 1935. Although he 
went on to become a leading anti-appeaser, Eden 

Source C
Punch cartoon,  
23 February 1938

Source B
Throughout the Ethiopian affair Mussolini, aiming to 
ward off strict sanctions, had intimated that he might 
throw in his lot with Hitler. Nevertheless, his actual 
reversal of allegiance strains credulity and continues 
to puzzle historians, if only because it seemed so 
unnecessary. After all, British and French lukewarm 
support for the League of Nations had hardly impeded 
Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia. On the other side of the 
ledger, Hitler had not done much to earn the Duce’s 
gratitude…Nazi Germany, while refusing to join in 
League sanctions, did not markedly step up strategic 
supplies to Italy to fill the sanctions gap, and some 
German arms even reached the Ethiopian army.

From ‘Mussolini and the myth of Rome’ by Alan Cassels in  
G. Martel (ed.) The Origins of the Second World War 
Reconsidered (2nd edn) 1999
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Source G
Molotov signs the Nazi-
Soviet Pact with von 
Ribbentrop and Stalin 
looking on, 23 August 
1939

Source F
George Bonnet, French foreign minister April 1938 
to September 1939, writing in his memoirs, Le Quai 
d’Orsay, published in 1961:

[Stalin wanted] to push all the Soviet Union’s 
adversaries — Germans and Allies alike — into 
one enormous free-for-all. From such a war of 
extermination Bolshevism would one day emerge 
triumphant.

Critics of Chamberlain point out his stubborn-
ness in the face of opposition, his over-optimism 
regarding Hitler’s actions, and his genuine belief 
that he had in fact secured ‘peace with honour’. 
However, the evidence now suggests that there 
would have been war without Munich and that 
Hitler was not happy that his ends were achieved 
peacefully at Munich. Furthermore, the extra  
11 months before war began provided valuable rear-
mament time for Britain and allowed the British 
empire to see that the war was clearly just and 
should be supported. 

Stalin and the pact
Stalin’s diplomatic isolation was transformed by 
Munich after which he was courted by Germany 
as well as Britain and France. Hitler was committed 
to invade Poland in September and wanted to avoid 
a wider war. France sought a Soviet promise to come 
to Poland and Romania’s aid if attacked. However, 
Stalin’s demands in return frightened Poland and 
the Baltic states so no agreement was possible. The 
slowness of the Anglo-French approach did nothing 

Munich Agreement with Daladier, Hitler and 
Mussolini. This effectively gave Germany the 
Sudetenland. 

Chamberlain returned with ‘peace for our time’ 
while Daladier returned to France having betrayed 
its Czech ally. The illusion of peace was shattered by 
the invasion of the rest of Czechoslovakia in March 
1939, and 6 months later Germany invaded Poland. 
Hitler had not been shown the intelligence which 
suggested that Britain and France would finally 
stand up to German aggression.

Re-evaluating appeasement
The reputation of the appeasers has improved 
in recent years. Historians have focused on the 
military and economic weaknesses of Britain and 
France in the 1920s and hence their desperation for 
stability and lack of money for defence. As the USA 
rejected Wilson’s diplomacy in favour of isolation-
ism, Britain and France found themselves alone in 
having to deal with the new threat posed by the 
Bolshevik revolution and its commitment to export 
revolution.

The challenges of communism and the German 
revision of Versailles, acknowledged by so many 
as being too harsh in the first place, combined 
with Italian imperialism and Japanese aggres-
sion in China. The British military was simply not 
equipped to fight three potential wars: in conti-
nental Europe, the Mediterranean and Asia. French 
military preparation focused on defence of the 
Maginot Line and so they were not able to respond 
quickly, for example, to the remilitarisation of the 
Rhineland.

4 Study Source F. 
Given his role as 
an appeaser, what 
reason might Bonnet 
have for exaggerating 
this point? Use the 
source and your own 
knowledge to explain 
why Stalin agreed to 
the Nazi-Soviet Pact.

Source G

Source E
Editorial in the Guardian following the Munich 
agreement, 1 October 1938:

The pacificators of Munich returned home yesterday 
to receive greater gratitude than has ever been 
given to any returning conqueror. They have done 
something that has hardly ever happened before in 
history — the snatching of the world at the eleventh 
hour from a universal calamity, from a return to 
barbarism, from untold cruelty and misery.

Source D
Alec Douglas-Home, parliamentary private secretary 
to Neville Chamberlain at Munich (later became prime 
minister in 1963), writing in his memoirs:

In the House of Commons…Churchill said ‘England 
has been offered a choice between war and shame. 
She has chosen shame, and will get war.’ True [in 
1939] we got war; but also final victory, whereas war 
in 1938 would have meant not victory but defeat.

Quoted in R. Gerald Hughes, The Postwar Legacy of 
Appeasement: British Foreign Policy Since 1945

3 Study Sources D 
and E and use the 
internet to research 
the British political 
and public reaction to 
Chamberlain on his 
return from Munich. 
Copy and paste 
cartoons, photographs 
and quotes in columns 
headed ‘Support 
for Chamberlain’ 
and ‘Opposition to 
Chamberlain’.
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to discourage Stalin from the most surprising dip-
lomatic move of the twentieth century — the Nazi-
Soviet Pact. 

British and French neutrality in Spain and the 
way Chamberlain and Daladier bypassed Stalin at 
Munich confirmed in Stalin’s mind that Britain 
and France would rather see Germany take on the 
USSR than come to a meaningful agreement to 
contain Hitler. Stalin’s main foreign policy goal in 
the 1930s was to protect Soviet interests and he had 
good reason to decide that these were better served 
by a deal with Hitler than with Britain and France.

Roosevelt and isolationism
US isolationism under Harding dealt an early blow 
to collective security. However, US foreign policy 
was not the domain only of the president. Domestic 
politics prevented Roosevelt from using his veto 
when Congress passed the Johnson Act in 1934 
and the American Neutrality Acts, limiting British 
access to US arms and loans. Disagreements over 
empire and trade also contributed to the failure of 
Anglo-US cooperation in Europe as well as Asia. 

Roosevelt became more active in international 
affairs from 1937, but in July when he invited 
Chamberlain to the USA, Chamberlain replied: 
‘It is always best and safest to count on nothing 
from the Americans but words.’ Condemnation 
of Kristallnacht followed by the sale of US aircraft 
to Britain and France at the end of 1938 showed 
Roosevelt’s sympathies, but was too little and too 
late. Similarly, strong words in 1938–39 against 
Japanese aggression and the announcement of a 
massive increase in defence spending failed to act 
as a deterrent to Japan.

War in the Pacific
The Japanese invasion of China in 1937 and the 
expansionist policy that followed were driven 
largely by the military with both racial and 
economic motives. The prime minister, Prince 
Konoe, announced the ‘New Order’ in 1938, pro-
moting a Japanese sphere of influence in East Asia. 
His policies led in due course to Japanese troops 
entering Indochina and the Tripartite Pact being 

signed with Italy and Germany in the summer of 
1940. However, his failed attempts to negotiate with 
the USA led to his resignation just 6 weeks before 
Pearl Harbour. 

Emperor Hirohito claimed after the war that he 
was following the constitution in accepting the deci-
sions of his ministers and that he objected behind 
the scenes. This is probably true, but he made no 
objections to any of the invasions of China and the 
war against the USA and the British empire was 
declared in his name.

At Nuremberg, Japanese leaders were found 
guilty of conspiring to wage an aggressive, premed-
itated and imperialist war in Asia and against the 
Western powers. It is possible to imagine a world 
war emerging even without Germany as Japanese 
expansionism affected European colonies directly, 
as well as the USA. However, the European theatre 
of war gave the Japanese the opportunity that would 
not have existed otherwise. The French and Dutch 
were defeated countries and the British were preoc-
cupied in Europe.

Conclusion
The Four-Year Plan memorandum drawn up by 
Hitler at Berchtesgaden in August 1936 stated: ‘No 
nation will be able to avoid or abstain from this 
historical conflict’. Anglo-French intervention in 
the mid-1930s may have prevented world war, but 
neither country’s armed forces nor public opinion 
were ready for this. The same is true for the USA 
and war in the Pacific.

A grand alliance with Italy and the USSR could 
theoretically have restrained Germany, but 
Mussolini gave up on Britain and France in much 
the same way that Stalin did in 1939. The Nazi-
Soviet Pact clearly facilitated the rapid conquest of 
Poland that Hitler sought, but the collapse of the 
League of Nations and the feeble response of 
Chamberlain and Daladier to German aggression, 
gave Stalin little grounds to believe that Britain and 
France would lift a finger to defend Poland or, if it 
came to it, the USSR. War was not inevitable, but 
the key individuals outside Germany had little 
room for manoeuvre. HS

Source I
Military spending of the 
major powers, 1933–40

Source H
What is now clear…is the strength of conviction 
and of ideological fervour which motivated both the 
Japanese ultra-nationalists and the Nazi leadership…
Only the most resolute action by a combination of 
powers acting in concert could have hoped to contain 
the combined ambitions of Japanese and Nazi fanatics 
and, in the wake of the Great War and its debilitating 
impact, such a strategy of deterrence was extremely 
unlikely to be adopted.

From The Origins of the Second World War (2nd edn) by Ruth 
Henig, 2005

5 Use all the sources 
and your own 
knowledge to prepare 
a debate for and 
against the appeasers.
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In the Middle Ages, such medical treatment as 
was available was provided by the Church and 
especially by monastic foundations. For example,  

St Thomas’ Hospital in London had been established 
around 1170, as a memorial to Thomas Becket. It 
was a religious foundation of Augustinian monks 
and nuns, which provided shelter and medical treat-
ment for the poor, sick and homeless. The Priory 
of St Mary of Bethlehem founded in Bishopsgate in 
about 1247 had a hospital attached to it by 1330. 
Elsewhere in England and in Scotland, there were 
similar monastic hospitals — Soutra Aisle, near 
Fala, for example, was an Augustinian hospital 
founded in 1164.

Public health in medieval times
That said, even in medieval times, government 
authorities had from time to time intervened 
in matters of public health, often in an effort to 
clean up filthy conditions in towns and cities.  
For example:

 ■ A City of London regulation in 1309 banned the 
dumping of filth from houses into the streets and 
lanes.

 ■ A Royal Proclamation of 1357 ordered that no 
rubbish or filth should be thrown into the Thames.

 ■ Parliament passed a Sanitary Act in 1388 banning 
the casting of animal remains from slaughter houses 
into rivers or ditches, and ‘corrupting of the Air’.

Yet, interesting though these examples of early 
anti-pollution laws are, they were piecemeal inter-
ventions, rather than the consistent and systematic 
exercise of governmental responsibility to safeguard 
public health.

The first signs of a more concerted effort by 
government to regulate medicine came early in 
Henry VIII’s reign. In 1511, the Physicians and 
Surgeons Act laid down that only those who were 
properly qualified were allowed to practise medi-
cine. Bishops, with the advice of panels of physi-
cians or surgeons, were to issue licences. Oxford 
and Cambridge universities were also allowed to 
issue licences to practise medicine. Seven years later, 
Henry VIII granted a charter to the Royal College 
of Physicians to issue licences and oversee medical 
practice in London.

Responsibility for 
public health

Source A
Bridewell Hospital, 
London, founded in 
1553, from a print 
dated 1666

Mark Rathbone looks at some key turning points in the 
provision of public health in Britain up to 1848
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in place by the Poor Law Acts of 1597 and 1601. 
These laws consolidated and extended previous Acts 
to provide a system for ‘the necessary relief of the 
lame, impotent, old, blind and such other being 
poor and not able to work’, under the supervision 
of the privy council, while the 1597 Act for Erecting 
Hospitals, or Abiding and Working Houses for the 
Poor, encouraged the building of hospitals by char-
itable gifts. So began a system which lasted in its 
essentials until the nineteenth century.

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, a 
system now two centuries old was becoming increas-
ingly inadequate and there were signs that the  
government might be prepared to do something 
about it. For example, Acts in the 1770s had 
attempted to regulate maternity hospitals and 
provision for the mentally ill. In 1808 a National 
Vaccination Board was established to encourage 
vaccination, which had been pioneered by Edward 
Jenner.

However, it was becoming increasingly clear that 
much more sweeping action was needed by govern-
ment if a general improvement in the health of the 
population was to be achieved. The agricultural and 
industrial revolutions had adverse effects on health 
and life expectancy. They also promoted the urban-
isation which led to appallingly overcrowded cities 
where disease spread rapidly due to poor living  
conditions and limited resistance to ill health. It 
was concern about these issues that led to the rise 

Turning point 1: the dissolution of 
the monasteries
The dissolution of the monasteries in 1536 and 
1539 marked a real turning point in public health 
provision, as the closure of monastic institutions 
removed the principal source of medical treatment 
in most parts of the country. The loss of this social 
function, providing alms to the poor as well as 
medical treatment, is one reason for the opposi-
tion to the dissolution in some parts of the country, 
as evidenced by the Pilgrimage of Grace, a major 
rebellion in the north of England in 1536.

The onus now was on government to provide or 
encourage other forms of medical institutions to fill 
the gap. A number of major hospitals were founded 
in that era. Christ’s Hospital and Bridewell Hospital 
were founded in the early 1550s, while some 
former monastic institutions like St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital and St Thomas’ Hospital were refounded as 
secular hospitals. But all these four hospitals were 
in London and provision elsewhere in England was 
very patchy. 

In Elizabeth’s reign, a succession of Poor Law 
Acts, in 1562, 1572 and 1576, attempted to provide 
a solution to the problem. The 1572 Act made each 
parish responsible for looking after its own aged, 
impotent and sick poor, to be paid for by a compul-
sory poor rate, and appointed overseers to enforce it. 
But making each parish responsible for its own sick 
poor put an unsustainable burden on the poorest 
parishes, which were likely to have most poor and 
sick people to look after, but fewest wealthy citi-
zens to foot the bill.

Turning point 2: the Elizabethan 
Poor Law
It was not until the final few years of Elizabeth’s 
reign that a more comprehensive and effective 
system of public health and poor relief was put 

2 Read Source B.
a Like many Acts of 
Parliament, this final 
Act of the Elizabethan 
Poor Law is quite 
long-winded. Write a 
short, clear summary 
of the arrangements 
described in this 
passage.
b Assess the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
the arrangements for 
public health in the 
Elizabethan Poor Law.

Source C
Queen Elizabeth I. 
The Elizabethan Poor 
Law formed the basis 
of government policy 
towards the poor 
and sick for over two 
centuries

Source B
An Act for the Relief of the Poor, 1601:

Be it enacted by the authority of this present 
parliament, that the churchwardens of every Parish, 
and four, three or two substantial householders 
there, as shall be thought meet, having respect to 
the proportion and greatness of the same Parish and 
Parishes to be nominated yearly in Easter week, or 
within one month after Easter, under the hand and 
seal of two or more Justices of the Peace in the same 
County…shall be called Overseers of the poor of the 
same Parish, and…to raise weekly or otherwise (by 
taxation of every Inhabitant, Parson, Vicar, and other, 
and of every occupier of Lands, [or] Houses,…in the 
said Parish)…competent sums of money, for, and 
towards the necessary relief of the lame, impotent, 
old, blind, and such other among them being poor, 
and not able to work.

1 Look up the 
following terms used 
in this article and 
write their definitions 
together with a brief 
explanation of their 
significance to the 
history of public 
health:

 ■ monasteries
 ■ the poor rate
 ■ vaccination
 ■ the Industrial 

Revolution
 ■ urbanisation
 ■ the sanitarian 

movement
 ■ workhouses
 ■ utilitarianism
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Turning point 4: the 1848 Public 
Health Act
This Act is widely seen as a great milestone in 
giving responsibility for safeguarding and improv-
ing public health to government bodies. It was 
the first Act in which the term ‘public health’ was 
actually used. It established a new central depart-
ment, the General Board of Health, which exercised 
responsibility for improving the health of the popu-
lation, through a network of local boards of health. 
In municipal boroughs these were to be the existing 
town councils, but elsewhere special boards were 
elected by all the ratepayers, giving the new insti-
tutions a real democratic element.

The local boards of health had the power to 
appoint officials to carry out specified duties, 
including an ‘officer of health’ who had to be a 
legally qualified medical practitioner. The Act was 
quite detailed and specific about the duties of the 
boards of health, which included the building and 
cleaning of sewers, the provision of clean water sup-
plies, the supervision and inspection of lodging 
houses and slaughterhouses, and the construction 

of the sanitarian movement in the first half of the 
nineteenth century.

Turning point 3: the 1834 Poor Law 
Amendment Act
The 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act was the first 
major overhaul of the poor law since 1601. While 
the Act is mainly associated with the ending of 
outdoor relief (payments to poor people while they 
lived in their homes) and the implementation of 
the infamous workhouse system, it did attempt to 
tackle the issue of health provision.

The Act established the Poor Law Commission 
to implement changes to the system — a task to 
which its secretary, the utilitarian reformer Edwin 
Chadwick, brought considerable energy. In 1839–40 
an enquiry by the commission identified disease as 
a major cause of poverty. Chadwick was horrified 
at the number of people admitted to workhouses 
through sickness. He argued that the key to reduc-
ing numbers receiving poor relief was to improve 
the health of the working population.

In 1842 Chadwick produced a further report, 
which he published at his own expense when the 
Poor Law Commissioners refused to support it. It 
was entitled Report on the Sanitary Condition of the 
Labouring Population of Great Britain, and it included 
much evidence that poor sanitation was a primary 
cause of ill health and premature death. Chadwick 
was a difficult and abrasive man to work with and 
his constant disputes with the members of the Poor 
Law Commission led to the government’s decision 
to abolish it in 1846, but his report was highly influ-
ential and led directly to the passing of the 1848 
Public Health Act.

Source E
Edwin Chadwick’s Report on the Sanitary Condition of 
the Labouring Population of Great Britain, 1842:

As to the means by which the present sanitary 
condition of the labouring classes may be improved:

The primary and most important measures, and at 
the same time the most practicable, and within the 
recognised province of public administration, are 
drainage, the removal of all refuse of habitations, 
streets, and roads, and the improvement of the 
supplies of water.

That the chief obstacles to the immediate removal of 
decomposing refuse of towns and habitations have 
been the expense and annoyance of the hand labour 
and cartage requisite for the purpose.

That this expense may be reduced to one-twentieth 
or to one-thirtieth, or rendered inconsiderable, by 
the use of water and self-acting means of removal by 
improved and cheaper sewers and drains.

That refuse when thus held in suspension in water 
may be most cheaply and innoxiously conveyed to 
any distance out of towns, and also in the best form 
for productive use, and that the loss and injury by the 
pollution of natural streams may be avoided.

That for all these purposes, as well as for domestic 
use, better supplies of water are absolutely 
necessary…

That the expense of public drainage, of supplies of 
water laid on in houses, and of means of improved 
cleansing would be a pecuniary gain, by diminishing 
the existing charges attendant on sickness and 
premature mortality. 

Source D
Edwin Chadwick

3 Read Source E.
a Why does Chadwick 
argue that proper 
drainage and clean 
water are the best ways 
of improving public 
health?
b How does Chadwick 
justify the expense 
of building proper 
drainage systems 
and improving water 
supplies?

4 Find out more about 
Edwin Chadwick on 
the internet or in your 
school library. Produce 
a classroom wall 
display about his role 
in improving public 
health.
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and maintenance of pavements in the streets. The 
Act was much needed — its passage coincided with 
a severe cholera epidemic, in which some 60,000 
people died, including 14,000 in London, and an 
even more deadly outbreak of influenza, of which 
some 50,000 people died in London alone.

Yet the Public Health Act had some surprising 
limitations. First, it did not apply to London, which 
was covered by different legislation, and the same 
was also true of Scotland. Even more importantly, 
the establishment of local boards of health was vol-
untary and the General Board of Health had no 
power to enforce effective local action where towns 
had failed to do anything. So the improvement 
in public health which should have followed the 
passage of this Act depended entirely on local ini-
tiative. While some enlightened town councils built 
effective sewerage systems and clean water supplies, 
elsewhere these vital public works were opposed on 
grounds of cost. The General Board of Health only 
lasted until 1853, when it was abolished, and the 
Act itself was repealed after only 10 years.

Nevertheless, the 1848 Act is regarded as a sig-
nificant step forward because it was the first major 
Act which embodied the principle that government 
had a responsibility for public health and had a duty 
to exercise it in a systematic way. Further laws, 
including the 1866 Sanitation Act and the 1872 and 
1875 Public Health Acts, rectified the weaknesses 
in the 1848 Act and carried forward the work which 
it had initiated. Ultimately, it could be said to have 
laid the first foundations which eventually led to 
the establishment of the National Health Service a 
century later. HS

Source G
Report on conditions in Sunderland by Robert 
Rawlinson, an inspector sent by the Central Board of 
Health in February 1850:

There is a most filthy place between two walls from 
4 to 5 feet wide, behind John Street…called the 
Stinking Ditch, and it is literally so. This nuisance has 
not been abated, for no one will own it. A little from 
the Brandling inn is a cottage in a most unhealthy 
state; the water falling from a large building 
completely soaks through the walls, behind which is a 
stable in which sometimes pigs and rabbits are kept. 
The manure is allowed to be deposited for weeks 
together, until there are two or three cartloads. 
When I first visited this cottage I found it occupied 
by a very clean old woman and her husband; their 
bedroom was very offensive; they are both since dead 
of cholera…

There are very few private drains communicating with 
the sewers. The ordure and offensive matters from 
the houses are generally brought out and thrown 
into the streets, and perhaps principally near the 
gratings or gully-holes, where it remains giving forth 
unhealthy effluvia, until removed by the scavenger 
or a shower of rain. Indeed it is difficult to say where 
the refuse water from some of even the better class of 
houses finds an outlet.

Quoted on the Parliament website (www.tinyurl.com/
gtm9wvg)

Source F
A meeting of the Central Board of Health, established 
by the 1848 Public Health Act. Edwin Chadwick is 
seated on the right

5 Read Source G. 
There had been 
attempts to outlaw the 
dumping of filth from 
houses into the streets 
and rivers as early as 
1307 and 1357. Does 
the fact that waste was 
still being dumped 
in the streets five 
centuries later prove 
that all attempts to 
improve cleanliness 
and public health had 
failed? Give reasons 
for your answer.

6 Which of the 
four turning points 
identified in the 
article do you think 
is most important in 
the history of public 
health? Give reasons 
for your choice.
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The Tolpuddle 
Martyrs
1834

file on…

Mark Rathbone investigates why a group 
of farm labourers from a Dorset village are 
still remembered and celebrated today

James Brine, James Hammett, George Loveless, 
James Loveless, Thomas Standfield and John 
Standfield never expected to be remembered as 

significant figures in history. They were not govern-
ment ministers, military leaders or great scientists, 
but humble farm labourers in a Dorset village in the 
1830s. Yet each July, even today nearly two centu-
ries later, thousands of people go to their village, 
Tolpuddle, to commemorate their lives. They are 
better known as the Tolpuddle Martyrs.

The events which were to have such a huge 
impact on their lives began in 1831, when, con-
cerned about rising prices, they had a meeting with 
their employers, the local farmers, to discuss an 
increase in wages. The meeting seemed to go well. 
The men’s leader, George Loveless, was an emi-
nently respectable man, a Methodist lay preacher, 
and the 2-hour meeting ended amicably: the 
Tolpuddle farmers agreed to pay the men as much 
for their work as other farmers in the surround-
ing area.

Wage cuts
Yet the farmers did not keep their word — while 
labourers in other villages were paid 10 shillings 
per week, the Tolpuddle farmers paid only 9 shil-
lings, and after a few months reduced this further, 
to 8 shillings per week. The men protested to a local 
magistrate, but were told that the verbal agreement 
had no legal standing. If the men were dissatisfied 
with their wages, they could leave their jobs and 
seek employment elsewhere. The farmers were 
entitled to pay their employees as much (or rather 
as little) as they wanted, and to alter wage rates 
whenever they chose. 

Encouraged by this victory, the farmers took the 
opportunity to cut the wages to 7 shillings per week 
and in 1833 told the labourers that they would be 

Source A
The Martyrs’ Tree, 
Tolpuddle, where some 
of the union meetings 
were held

cutting them further, to just 6 shillings per week. 
The labourers were not happy about this as it meant 
they would soon be forced to work for 40% less than 
was agreed only 2 years earlier.

1 Read Source B.  
If, as historian 
Donald Reed writes, 
‘traditionally, the 
agricultural labourers 
had preferred rioting 
and rick-burning’, 
why do you think 
that the authorities 
treated the Tolpuddle 
men so severely when 
they turned instead 
to non-violent means 
of expressing their 
grievances?

2 Read Source C. As 
George Loveless says, 
in the 1830s, ‘there 
was no law to compel 
masters to give any 
fixed sum of money to 
their servants’. Since 
1997, there has been a 
compulsory national 
minimum wage, which 
specifies in law an 
hourly minimum wage 
rate that employers 
have to pay. Do you 
think that this is a 
justifiable restriction 
on the operation of 
the free market?

Source B
The agricultural labourers had long lagged far behind 
the town workers in organizing trade unions. The 
famous affair of the ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’ in 1834 had 
been only a passing special case. Traditionally, the 
agricultural labourers had preferred rioting and rick-
burning to continuous organization and pressure.

From England 1868–1914 by Donald Reed, 1979

Source C
In almost every place around us, the masters were 
giving their men money, or money’s worth to the 
amount of ten shillings a week — we expected 
to be entitled to as much — but no, nine shillings 
must be our portion. After some months we were 
reduced to eight shillings per week. This caused 
great dissatisfaction, and all the labouring men 
in the village made application to a neighbouring 
magistrate.

I was one nominated to appear, and when there 
we were told that we must work for whatever our 
employers thought fit to give us, as there was no law 
to compel masters to give any fixed sum of money 
to their servants. In vain we remonstrated that an 
agreement was made.

From Victims of Whiggery by George Loveless, an account of 
his part in the Tolpuddle affair, published after his return from 
Australia in 1837
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Source D
Tolpuddle Martyrs 
Museum, Tolpuddle, 
Dorset

Protest
This denial of the right of freedom of association 
to poor working-class men by a ruling class dom-
inated by wealthy landowners may seem grossly 
unfair and repressive to us, but was not untypical 
of the era. What makes the case surprising and sig-
nificant is what happened subsequently.

A petition calling for the release of the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs was signed by 800,000 people and 100,000 
of them took part in a protest march to Parliament, 
both of which foreshadowed the Chartist move-
ment that began a few years later. Remarkably, this 
protest was successful — in March 1836, a new 
home secretary, Lord John Russell, pardoned all of 
the Tolpuddle men. This makes it one of the earli-
est examples of a successful working-class political 
protest movement in Britain.

And what of the later lives of the six martyrs? 
Five of them initially settled on farms in Essex, 
leased for them by supporters, but they later emi-
grated to Canada, where they made new lives for 
themselves in London, Ontario. One of them, John 
Standfield, ironically, later became a magistrate. 
Only one of the six, James Hammett, returned to 
Tolpuddle, where he found work as a building 
labourer. He died in the Dorchester workhouse in 
1891 and is buried in Tolpuddle. HS

Union
George Loveless had heard about the formation of 
trade unions in other parts of the country and after 
taking advice from two representatives of one, the 
labourers decided to form their own union, which 
they called the Friendly Society of Agricultural 
Labourers. They began meeting regularly, some-
times under a sycamore tree in the village, some-
times in Thomas Standfield’s house.

The farmers, tipped off about these activities 
by one Edward Legg, who was their spy inside the 
union, were alarmed. Early in 1834, one of them 
wrote to the home secretary, Lord Melbourne, 
asking for action to be taken against the union. 
The result was that on 24 February, the six labour-
ers were arrested.

A decade before, the Combination Acts, which 
had previously banned trade unions, had been 
repealed, but the men were accused of breaking the 
Unlawful Oaths Act of 1797. This little-known law 
had been passed then in response to naval mutinies, 
but the Tolpuddle men had sworn an oath of alle-
giance to their union and this gave the government 
and the local magistrates a pretext to find them 
guilty. The men were sentenced to 7 years trans-
portation to a penal colony in Australia, where they 
arrived in August and September 1834.

3 Every year in July, 
thousands of people 
go to Tolpuddle for 
a festival of family 
entertainment, stalls, 
political debate, 
comedy, music 
and a procession 
through the village 
to commemorate 
the martyrs. In 2015 
West Dorset District 
Council was awarded 
£1.5 million by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
to convert the Georgian 
courtroom and cells in 
Dorchester where the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs were 
tried and held into a 
new historic visitor 
attraction. Why do 
you think a handful of 
Dorset farm labourers 
are still remembered 
and celebrated more 
than 180 years after 
their arrest?

4 Find out more 
about the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs from the 
Martyrs Museum 
website (www.
tolpuddlemartyrs.
org.uk) or other 
websites. Choose 
one of the six men 
and write a short 
biography telling the 
story of his life and 
significance.

Source E
The grave of James Hammett, Tolpuddle churchyard

Source F
Sculpture outside 
Tolpuddle Martyrs 
Museum, representing 
George Loveless 
sculpted by Thompson 
Dagnell, 2001
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Five hundredth anniversary

■ Study Source A. How useful is it to a historian studying Luther and why he wrote the 95 theses?
■ Study Sources B and C. Do they agree on the impact of Luther’s ideas?
■  Study all the sources and use your own knowledge. How important was the printing press in spreading Luther’s ideas  

across Europe? 
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Luther’s 95 theses

Source A
A nineteenth century 
engraving of Martin Luther 
nailing his 95 theses to the 
door of All Saints Church, 
Wittenberg

On 31 October 1517 Martin Luther, a 
professor of theology at the University 
of Wittenberg, sent a letter to the 

Archbishop of Mainz, Albert of Brandenburg. 
The letter Luther had written to the archbishop 
consisted of a series of statements (or theses) that 
Luther presented as arguments to be debated 
(or disputed) by fellow theologians. Luther was 
also supposed to have written another identical 
letter that he nailed to the door of All Saints 
Church in Wittenberg in November. These  
95 theses challenged various practices and 
doctrines supported by the official Catholic 
Church at the time, in particular the selling of 
indulgences. Luther hoped to reform the Catholic 
faith, but instead he established a separate one.

1517

Source B
An extract from a book by the 
historian D. Wilson (The English 
Reformation):

Luther’s 95 theses caused an 
ideological earthquake that would 
devastate the whole of Western 
Christendom. His 95 theses were 
no sooner propounded than they 
were being copied and sent home 
in student’s letters. It was but a 
short step to their being published 
by printers ever on the lookout for 
sensational copy. Luther was now 
a celebrity and his fame spread 
throughout Germany and beyond. 

Source C
An extract from an article in the 
Clarion Herald newspaper about the 
95 theses:

When Martin Luther, a German Roman 
Catholic monk, sent his ‘95 Theses’ 
or ‘Disputation on the efficacy and 
power of indulgences’ to the local 
archbishop on October 31st 1517, he set 
into motion the Protestant Reformation 
that four years later prompted his 
excommunication by the Catholic 
Church and laid the groundwork for 
denominational splintering that over 
the centuries has led to the formation 
of thousands of Christian Churches.
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