
Stages of learning for Hodder MFL A-level textbooks 
 
Our languages textbooks are divided into stages of learning, each at a different level of difficulty, to reflect students’ 
progression through the course.  
 
The table below illustrates how the textbook material is pitched at different stages of learning throughout the course (this 
differs slightly between languages). 
 

 Theme Textbook 
unit 

Transition 
stage AS stage A-level 

stage 
Extension 

stage 

AS/A-level 
Year 1 

1 
1     
2     
3     

2 
4     
5     
6     

A-level 
Year 2 

3 
7     
8     
9     

4 
10     
11     
12     

 Revisiting* 13     
represents one sub-unit (four pages) 

 
*The Revisiting section looks again at AS themes but at A-level and Extension stages of learning. This provides opportunities 
for students taking A-level to extend their knowledge and language level in relation to the subject matter they studied at AS. 
 
The stages of learning don’t follow the Themes exactly, this is to facilitate co-teachability.   
 
If an AS group has two teachers, Theme 1 can be covered by one teacher and Theme 2 by the other.  They can be confident 
that they are both offering work at the same level.  If there is only one teacher, or if two teachers prefer to work through 
the book sequentially, it is still helpful to start out a new theme by revising known language and structures that might be 
useful. 
 
Transition stage 

• Pitched at grades B–A at GCSE  
• Plenty of GCSE vocabulary is recycled  
• Complex constructions and the more difficult grammar points are avoided 

 
AS stage 

• Pitched at grades C–B in the new AS exam 
• AS level grammar points are included 
• There are occasions when students need to infer information 
• A range of vocabulary is introduced, including cognates, new verbs and words appropriate to the register 
• There is a varied range of sentence construction including some more complex sentences   
• A good range of tenses is used, and the subjunctive and the imperative starts to be introduced 

 
A-level stage 

• Includes language that students might expect to understand and produce at grades C–B in the new A level, and at 
grades A–A* in the new AS level 

• AS and A-level grammar points are included 
• More sophisticated vocabulary is used 
• The language contains a wide range of tense and mood. 

 
Extension stage 

• Pitched at A–A* grade in the new A level 
• The language contains a good range of tense and mood, and includes tricky constructions and abstract ideas.   
• There is enough challenge to discriminate between the competent and really able candidates. 


