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Dear Teacher, 
 

As you will have seen, Cambridge Assessment International Education has updated the syllabuses for IGCSE First Language 
English (0500 & 0522) for teaching from September 2018, with first examinations in 2020.   
 
You will be pleased to hear, however, that the skills that are tested by the IGCSE First Language English examination remain 
the same as in previous years.  
 
There have been some changes to the format and focus of the question papers, the most 
important of which are mentioned below; for full details, please 
visit www.cambridgeinternational.org for information about the current syllabuses and 
full details of the syllabus changes. 
 

• The most significant change is that tiering has been removed from the 
qualification.  This means Component 1 (Reading) will be accessible to both core 
and extended candidates. 

• The Speaking and Listening Test is now an optional component.  
 

In essence, the types of questions remain similar to those in previous question papers. 
 
This is how the new edition of our textbook will help you teach the revised syllabus: 
 

• It will take account of all the revisions to the syllabus and questions and will continue to focus on the core 
elements of the First Language English syllabus (Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening skills).  

 

• The textbook will feature both existing and fresh stimulus material to provide comprehensive practice exercises 
to help learners at all levels and of all abilities to prepare thoroughly for all components of the IGCSE 
examination. There is also an enhanced range of practice exercises intended for students of all abilities. The book 
is based around three main themes: Travel and exploration; Environment; People and Community. 

 

• Each unit will contain a range of advice, exemplar material, practice exercises and teacher tips to help students to 
feel confident and prepared.  

 
So please be assured that the new edition of this book will help to prepare your students thoroughly and support them to 
feel confident in their abilities ahead of the exam. We want this book to continue to be the leading resource for IGCSE First 
Language English and we hope you will enjoy using it. 
 

With all best wishes, 
 
John Reynolds 

PS: We are working with Cambridge Assessment International Education towards endorsement of these titles. 
 
PS: Download Sample material from the new edition of Cambridge IGCSE First Language English now, and find out about 

the new digital components and Workbook at www.hoddereducation.com/cambridgeigcseenglish
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