
Topic 21 (Human influences on ecosystems) is now Topic 20

Topic 20 (Biotechnology and genetic engineering) is now  Topic 21 

1.1 Characteristics of living organisms – all the definitions are in the Core and the wording of some have changed

2.1 Cell structure and organisation – all the content is now Core material

3.1 Diffusion – all the content is now Core material
6.3 The importance of nitrate and magnesium ions is now Core

7.4 The functions of HCl have been moved into the Core

8.2 Water uptake – all content is now Core

10 The section on Cholera has been moved into the Supplement from Topic 7

13 References to the formation of urea are now in the Supplement. The term tubule has been replaced by nephron

14.3 Comparing nervous and hormonal control systems has been moved from Supplement to Core

14.4 The section on Skin is moved from Core to Supplement

16.4 Adaptive features of sperm and egg cells has been moved to the Core

17 Mitosis and Meiosis – all the content is now Supplement

18 Sources of genetic variation have now been added to the Supplement

The definition of mutation is only in the Supplement and has been modified

The process of selective breeding has been moved to the Core

19

Flow of energy through organisms and identification of trophic levels have been moved to the Core

Definitions of community and ecosystem have been moved to the Core

Identification of the phases of a growth curve has been moved to the Core

20.2 Deforestation is now only in the Core

20.3 Use of AI and IVF in captive breeding programmes has been added to the Supplement

21 (was Topic 20) In the Supplement, candidates now need to be familiar with the conditions that need to be

controlled in a fermenter

Dear Teacher

As you may be aware, Cambridge International has updated the Cambridge IGCSE™ Biology syllabus (0610),

 with first examinations taking place in 2023. We have updated our resources to fully support you in teaching the

revised syllabuses and are working with Cambridge International to gain endorsement for this forthcoming

series.

Please visit www.cambridgeinternational.org for information about the current syllabuses and full details of the

changes.

The revised syllabus is still organised into 21 main topics. However, the order of topics has changed slightly:

       ↪ Note also that the term 'genetic engineering' is now referred to as 'genetic modification'

As you would expect, our new edition of Cambridge IGCSE™ Biology will be updated to reflect the changes in syllabus

coverage and structure. Some changes have been made to whether some parts of the topics are included in the Core

syllabus or in the Supplement. This may affect teaching since work in the Supplement is only tested in Paper 4

(Theory extended).

Some of the changes include:

The term 'definition' has been replaced with 'describe' throughout the syllabus and some of the definitions have been

modified.

Syllabus changes in

 Cambridge IGCSE™ Biology (0610)

Head to hoddereducation.com/cambridge-igcse-science for more information



13 Kidney dialysis and kidney transplants 

14.1 

Voluntary and involuntary actions

 Effects of drugs on synapses 

15

 The explanation for why antibiotics kill bacteria, but not viruses 

The section on misused drugs

16 

Sections of antenatal care, labour and birth and advantages of breast feeding 

Explanations for the roles of hormones in controlling the menstrual cycle 

16.6 Methods of birth control in humans 

16.7 How HIV affects the immune system 

18 

Statements about phenotypic and genetic variation

Inheritance of sickle-cell anaemia

The definitions of fitness and evolution

Supplement material on providing sufficient food and causes of famine

20.3 

References to nuclear fall-out, discarded rubbish and chemical waste 

Details about acid rain and water pollution by female hormones

20.4 

The definition of sustainable development and explanations

References to fossil fuels and details of sewage treatment

Topics in the current syllabus which will no longer be covered include: 

Syllabus changes in

Cambridge IGCSE™ Biology (0610)

Head to hoddereducation.com/cambridge-igcse-science for more information

Updated examples and images of the biology covered by the Cambridge IGCSE syllabus, making them more

relevant to users worldwide

Focus points at the start of each chapter to summarise the concepts on which each topic is based

Worked examples to provide the student with more mathematical support and help in the development of the

maths skills the syllabus requires students to demonstrate

A glossary containing all the definitions and other key terms

'Test Yourself' questions at the end of each section within a topic, to help students check they have fully

understood the content

The new edition Student's Book will support all of these changes and it has new features added.

These include: 

Yours Faithfully,

Author Dave Hayward


