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Translation of practice text 

 

Practice text 1 
Hello! I am Xiaoming. I am Chinese. My mum, dad, brother and sister are Chinese. Hannah is 

my friend and she is Malaysian. Her dad, grandpa and grandma are Malaysian but her mum is 

Chinese. 

Practice text 2 
Adam is Hannah’s friend. He is Malaysian. His grandpa is very handsome and his grandma is 

very friendly. Adam’s goldfish is small and pretty. Adam’s mum isn’t tall; his father is very 

tall. His mum has a small, cute cat. His younger brother has a horse that is not big, or friendly. 

Practice text 3 
I’m Lin Ming. My family all love doing sports. My dad plays tennis, and he is also very good 

at football. My mum likes swimming, and she is also teaching my sister to swim. They are 

very busy, so they can’t swim every day. My elder sister likes drawing, listening to music and 

watching films. She often goes to the cinema to watch British films. My hobby is playing ball 

games: basketball, tennis, badminton; I like them all. My brother is still very young so he 

can’t play ball games. He likes animals; he has a cat and it is very cute. My sports teacher 

says that to be happy every day we should play sports often. 

Practice text 4 
Hello, Xiao Li! 

I had a great weekend. Guess what? On Saturday, I visited my dad’s friend, Mr Huang, with 

my brother. We were very happy to meet him and his wife. Mrs Huang is an art teacher. My 

elder brother wants to learn art, and wants to be an artist. Mrs Huang says that he should visit 

art galleries often to see famous people’s paintings and he will learn a lot. Mr Huang can’t 

paint. He is a businessman who spends every day buying things. 

We went to the café together for coffee. Their neighbour Miss Li also wanted to come but 

she’s a doctor so she was very busy and couldn't come. In the cafe, Mrs Huang only drank 

water. I really wanted to have Chinese tea but the café didn't have any. 

On Sunday, we went to a Chinese restaurant and ate lots of Chinese cakes. We also ate lots of 

French chocolates. 

Was your weekend good?  

Your friend 

Gang Lin 
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Practice text 5 
Last summer holiday, I went to a summer camp in Hangzhou, China, together with my 

schoolmates. There were also many Japanese and American students there. We learnt 

calligraphy and Chinese classic music every day. There were a swimming pool, an internet 

café and a library in the camp. There were many computers and novels in the library. 

We went to the city centre on Saturday. I bought many gifts for my family. First I bought a 

beautiful wristwatch for my sister and then bought some Chinese fashion clothes for my 

mother. We also went to the Chinese museum. The shop there sells art and crafts, but I did not 

buy any, as they were not cheap. 

We went to the West Lake on Sunday. Do you know? The scenery there was so beautiful! We 

didn’t want to go home! 

Practice text 6 
Xiao Wang, Hello! 

Our new house is really beautiful! There are many rooms. The living room is very big, with a 

new sofa. The dining room is behind the living room. There are a table and chairs in there. 

Opposite the dining room is the kitchen. The washing machine is inside the kitchen. My 

father likes his study very much; he loves reading books. However, his desk is not tidy at all 

because there are many books on the desk. My bedroom has a bed and a bookshelf in it.  

The new house is in the city centre, so it doesn’t have a garden.  My mother is not happy 

because she likes flowers, grass and trees. Near our house, there is a café and a cinema. The 

cinema is between the café and the book shop. It is very lively here every day and also very 

clean. 

Would you like to come to see our new house at the weekend? Your friend 

Xiao Hua 

Practice text 7 
Maya is an exchange student at a school in Singapore. She comes from Indonesia. She walks 

to school with her schoolmates. She is very happy but she is also very busy. She gets up at 

6.30 every morning, has breakfast at 7.00, goes to school as early as 7.30 and starts lessons at 

8:00. There are more lessons in the morning than in the afternoon. Maya learns lots of 

subjects; she likes Chinese, Maths and History. School finishes as late as 5.00p.m. 

Maya’s new school is very big, and very beautiful. There is a gym, an assembly hall and lots 

of classrooms. She wanted to learn Chinese from a young age but her school in Indonesia 

doesn’t have Chinese lessons, so that is why she hasn’t started to learn Chinese until now. She 

speaks Chinese with her Singaporean schoolmates every day and sings Chinese songs. She 

can already speak a lot of Chinese. 

Every evening, she goes online to talk to her Indonesian friends, and they speak English. She 

goes to bed at 10.00 p.m. 

At the weekends, Maya likes to go shopping in the city centre or go for a walk in the park. 
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Practice text 8 
Hello, Noah! 

Do you want to know what daily life in a Singapore school is like? I’ll tell you about it. 

Our school is called Xin Feng Girls School. We have a big campus and the scenery is very 

beautiful. There are over 1,500 students at the school and they are from Singapore, China and 

Malaysia. There are many facilities inside the school: dormitories, classrooms, computer 

rooms and a convenience store. We have two canteens, a big one and a small one. In the 

middle of the campus there is a big playground and next to the playground is a football pitch. 

The laboratory is right behind our classroom – I like to do experiments there.   

I go to the convenience store every day to buy things like stationery; I’ve already spent a lot 

of money. Yesterday I bought a mini whiteboard, a Chinese novel and some notebooks. None 

of these things are very expensive. They also sell cakes and fruit! I want to go to the city 

centre tomorrow to buy a camera so I can take lots of photos and show you when I return to 

Indonesia next year.  

That’s all for now! 

Yours sincerely, 

Maya 

Practice text 9 
Huang Bo is 16 and he is a third-year student at Bejing Middle School. There are many 

foreign students in his school but Huang Bo doesn’t have time to play with them because he is 

taking so many courses. His timetable is almost full, and during lunch time he has music or 

art, leaving only ten minutes for eating. After school, there is football practice or competitions 

to go to, which don’t finish until eight in the evening. After dinner, besides doing his 

homework, Huang Bo also needs to review all the lessons. This leaves him only five or six 

hours for sleep at the end of the day so he is extremely busy! 

At a parent’s meeting last weekend, his headmaster told his mum that he should take on fewer 

activities. However, his mum said that he should learn more if he wants to go to a good 

university. 

The summer holiday is coming soon. Huang Bo wants to go to Hong Kong to work in a 

nursery for a month, which won’t be too long or too short, and he won’t be staying at home. It 

will be a lot of fun! 

Practice text 10 
Hello, Xiao Zhao 

It’s nearly exam time here so I’m very busy every day. 

I plan to go to Nan Jing University to study French and Japanese next year. I think it will help 

with job hunting being able to speaking a foreign language. I’m not that intelligent, but my 

revision technique is not bad, so I’m doing quite well in exams. 

There weren’t many buses near where I live and it wasn’t very convenient going to school. 

It’s getting better now and it sometimes takes me only ten minutes to get to school. We have a 
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very good education at school and whenever the students have problems, they can talk to the 

teachers. 

My friend Li Xin wants to work in children education. His dad used to study science so he 

often helps him with his physics or maths. However, Li Xin is not interested in science but he 

doesn’t want to tell his dad. We all find it very funny. 

Your friend 

Xiao Wang 

Practice text 11 
My name’s Sophia and I am studying in the UK. Last holiday I flew back to my grandma’s. 

She lives in Malaysia. When I lived with my grandma, I used to drink a lot of milk and eat 

lots of vegetables and fruit. I love cabbages, cucumbers and apples. Since I came to the UK, I 

have been eating western food such as coffee, beef and lamb, and hamburgers, chips and hot 

dogs that I had never had when I was little. 

My mum and dad also came back from Singapore. The whole family went to a western 

restaurant to try their famous dishes. My grandma had never had western food before and she 

found it delicious. She had lots of English tea and a lot of British food and ice cream. 

Practice text 12 
Yesterday, my dad caught cold and he had a high temperature, coughs and a painful throat. 

My mum went to the hospital with him, and the doctor gave him an injection. They didn’t 

come back until six o’clock in the afternoon. In the evening, my dad took some medicine and 

went to bed to rest.  

The doctor who saw my dad told my mum that my father’s health was not good, and that 

there were problems with his stomach. His illness was caused by his poor lifestyle. 

My mum’s life style is very different from my father’s. She doesn’t smoke and she eats lots of 

vegetables and fruit every day. She runs every day. My mum is neither fat nor thin. She has 

beautiful skin and long hair. My dad isn’t taller than my mum but he is a lot fatter than her. 

My mum told my dad that patients shouldn’t smoke or drink any alcohol. She also said that a 

man’s health is very important and that if he wanted to have a healthy body in the future, he 

must have a healthy lifestyle from now on. 

Practice text 13 
Hello, Liu Li! 

Sorry for not replying to your letter earlier! I’ve just got back from a visit to my hometown. 

My hometown is in the countryside, in the southern region of Taiwan. There are mountains on 

both sides of the village and a lake at the back. The mountains are covered with plant life. The 

only type of houses here are bungalows. There are no tall buildings and there are not many 

cars in the main street. This place is not only as pretty as a picture but also has very fresh air. 

The local residents drink the clean water running from the mountain, they eat the fish from 

the lake, and they are rarely ill. They say that whenever they feel unwell, they should drink 

more mountain water as it is more effective than any medicine doctors could offer. 
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I heard that you have just moved house. The environment in the suburbs must be quieter than 

in the city, right? The streets there won’t be as crowded either, I guess? What type of style is 

your new house? Does the inside look like your old house? Like you, I also often think of 

leaving the traffic-congested capital and moving to a quieter suburb. How about me moving 

to your neighbourhood? 

Kind Regards 

Ma Yun 

Practice text 14 

Changes in my home town 

Part One 

My name is Lin Xiao You and I live in a city in Guangdong province. When I was young, 

most people were cycling and there were not many cars on the road. It wouldn’t take long 

from my home to school, so I cycled to school. I left home early every morning and cycled 

past a toy factory and then a clinic for children. There was a bank about 100 metres away 

from the clinic and there was a park next to the bank. My school was right behind the park. 

I used to know every street and every building in the city. Every day I cycled three 

kilometres. While cycling and exercising, I enjoyed the view on the way and it helped me 

cycle even faster. 

Part two 

Later, I went to study at a university in London. Every time I went home, I would see more 

new buildings, tall buildings, and the taxis on the streets also kept growing in numbers. One 

day when I had some free time, I wanted to go and have a look at the park which I used to go 

past so often. I got lost as soon as I reached the crossroad. The neighbourhood has changed so 

much and there were so many new streets that I could not recognise anywhere! The place 

where the toy factory used to be has been turned into an underground station and restaurant. 

You can get to the airport from there. I wouldn't be able to cycle to the school from the 

underground station now because there is no longer a cycle lane between them. 

Practice text 15 
My name is Linda. This summer holiday, my parents took me to Hong Kong to stay for three 

days. The underground train in Hong Kong was very convenient and we used it three or four 

times each day.  There is an Ocean Park in Hong Kong where lots of water animals are kept. 

Every day there were lots of people visiting the park, and some had picnics there. 

My favourite activities were shopping and window-shopping. I bought trainers and jeans. My 

mum bought a new hat for my dad because his old one was worn out. It was very cheap to 

buy things in Hong Kong – even after buying so many things, we still had some change back. 

Besides shopping, we also went to the cinema several times. We watched a British film and a 

film from Hong Kong. The film from Hong Kong was very funny, so much so that we went 

back to see it again after dinner the next day. 

The summer in Hong Kong wasn’t cold but it rained a lot. One day, just as we were leaving a 

shop, it started to rain. We had no choice but to go back in again to buy raincoats and had to 

put them on before continuing shopping.  
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Next year, I want to go there again.     

Practice text 16 

Part one 

Two weeks ago, I arrived in Sumatra in Indonesia to take part in an environmental protection 

summer camp. There are over one hundred students at the summer camp, from different 

countries and we are staying in a place called ‘Tiger Village’. There are Sumatran tigers 

living in the nearby mountains, hence the name. This is a small village, with a population of 

no more than eight hundred people including children and the elderly. Our accommodation is 

in the ‘Wild Animal Rescue Station’ dormitory for employees. All the animal residents inside 

the station are wild animals rescued by the local villagers from deep in the forests. The 

mothers of the animals are either dead or injured, or unable to look after them. 

Every day we try to look after the animals at the station; by choosing breakfast or lunch for 

them, and by listening to teachers telling us about personalities or characteristics of these wild 

animals and why there are fewer and fewer of them. 

Part two 

It is so important to protect mother nature and to protect the wild animals. The animals are 

growing very quickly under our twenty-four hour care and attention. Whenever we can, we 

help the villagers to tend to vegetables but due to a lack of time, we can’t help them every day 

which is a real pity! 

Our last day here is only three days away. We all feel sad and don’t want to leave. To our 

local staff who work so hard from morning till night to protect those wild animals, I wanted to 

say, ‘It has been a real pleasure to be able to work with you. We will without a doubt learn 

from you!’ 

Practice text 17 
Zhao Guohua is a university student in Beijing. This year, he successfully applied for a job as 

a tour guide. The travel agency is located in Tianjin.  Zhao Guo Hua speaks fluent Mandarin, 

and he also understands Shanghai dialect and Cantonese. His biggest hobby is travel, which 

not only enables him to taste food from different places but also helps him to improve his 

geographical knowledge. Besides his outstanding language skills, Zhao Guohua has learned 

how to cook Cantonese cuisine and Sichuan cuisine. 

Zhao Guohua is extremely happy to have got this job because he can earn money and visit 

historical sites and scenic places at the same time. He looks after his clients: greeting people 

every day; answering any questions and listening to their opinions. If anyone have any 

problems with ticket booking, hotel room or travelling itinerary, he will help to sort them out. 

His clients all quite like him. 

Practice text 18 
My name is Liu Bing. This Spring Festival, my dad decided to take the whole family to 

Singapore for our Chinese New Year celebration. 

On the New Year’s Eve, we checked into a hotel in the town centre. Celebratory lanterns were 

hung up on both sides of the hotel, and they looked very pretty.  In a nearby church, a 
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wedding ceremony was just about to finish and there were journalists outside the door 

interviewing wedding guests. It was very bustling with noise. 

In the evening, we went to a Chinese restaurant for our New Year’s Eve meal. My dad rang 

them a long time ago and booked a table. Just as we were about to tuck in, the staff brought 

out lots of ‘special dishes’ which we had not ordered. My grandpa knew instantly that those 

were the food he had loved when he was younger. Suddenly, we saw the chef smiling at my 

grandpa. He was an old friend who grew up with my grandpa but they hadn’t seen each other 

for oever forty years! My grandpa was so happy that he cried. Everyone else was so happy 

that they laughed. 

After the meal, my dad paid for the meal and we left the restaurant elated and happy. I 

received so many red packets that night! We all had a good time that day. 

Practice text 19 
Currently, Wang Lili is working hard on revision, to prepare for the university entrance 

examinations in July. If she can pass the exam, she hopes to study biology at Qing Hua 

University. Wang Lili had been an intelligent child and started preschool when she was 3. She 

was never late for lessons, and all her subject teachers were pleased with her performance. 

Her dad thought she would want to study in Fu Dan university that he had attended, because it 

was a famous university and was not far from their home, so her mum would not worry too 

much. However, Wang Lili did not agree, because she didn’t want to stay in their hometown 

when she graduates from middle school. She intended to live far away from home, learning to 

organise her own life without being looked after by her parents. 

Sunday was sports day at school. Wang Lili wore her sports kit and took part in one-hundred-

metre and eight-hundred-metre races. She was warming up when her parents came to the 

sports ground. After her race, she went to her parents and greeted them with a smile. They 

talked happily while watching the rest of the competition. 

Practice text 20 

A volunteer’s story 

Part one 

I’m Frank. Before last summer holiday, my friend’s dad who was working in China saw an 

advertisement for a volunteer position, and he asked my friend to pass it on to me because he 

knew I was studying Chinese and had been looking for opportunities to go to China. I noted 

down the address in the advertisement, wrote my application and sent it off immediately. I 

went to the bank to take some money out. Soon my application was successful and I bought 

the plane ticket. Three weeks later, I arrived at a village in western China.  

There were thirty-six volunteers taking part in this activity, all secondary school students from 

different countries. When we got off the bus at the entrance of the village and saw the whole 

village people came out to welcome us, I found it especially heartening. 

We settled down amongst the local people’s homes and had meals with them every day. From 

eight in the morning until three in the afternoon, we helped in a children’s home teaching the 

local children English and telling them stories.  

Part two 
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The children in the village were very friendly, although at the beginning they appeared afraid 

and looked timid, probably because they did not understand my Chinese. They would 

sometimes shake their heads and their hands, looking rather strange. As time went on, they 

became falimiar. I gave them several bags of children’s clothes, books and stationery which I 

brought with me from the UK, including the hat I was wearing. They were very happy to have 

them. We stayed there for one week and our Chinese were getting better. We even made the 

local news. I have gained a lot from this trip. 

Practice text 21 

Pros and cons of mobile phones 

Mobile phones are becoming more and more popular and almost everyone has one. Some 

people replace their phones every year just to be cool. Internet users have different opinions 

on the advantage and disadvantage of mobile phones: 

Lin Hai said: “When we go to an unfamiliar place, we can open our phones and look at the 

map on it, then we won’t get lost. If books we have borrowed need to be returned, the phone 

can also tell us. It can do everything.” 

Xiao Mei said: “There are entertainment programmes such as cartoons and drama series on 

the phone. We can watch educational programmes such as news and documentaries on it too.” 

Xiao Ming said: “When we meet bad people, our mobile phones can be easily stolen by 

them.” 

Zhao Fang said: “Too many students spend their time texting and playing digital games. Their 

exam results are worsening and so is their eye-sight, so they need to wear glasses. We should 

go outside to do activities, dancing or skateboard in the park in the summer, or skiing or 

skating in the winter.” 

Finally, there are people who think all the outdoor activities are too dangerous and they prefer 

staying in my room and do ice-skating on their tablets.              

Practice text 22 
Zhang Xiao Qiang was born in Guangzhou suburb. He’s quite tall with thick hair, round eyes 

and long, straight legs. At the age of fifteen, he left home to learn Martial Arts in Shao Lin 

Temple which cost 3,000 yuan. Three years later, he returned to Guangzhou and opened a 

Martial Arts class in a temple. Soon, theatre managers began inviting him to perform on the 

stage. His performances are always very popular because Zhang’s Martial Arts was really 

good and never had accidents, which always left a deep impression in people. 

One day, he received a letter from the Beijing Film Institute, telling him that they were 

looking for a Martial Arts actor and that they would like to see if his height, weight and looks 

were suitable. Later, Zhang Xiao Qiang became a film actor. 

Having just turned twenty years old, he has already bought a big house for his loved ones. 

The house is well equipped with air-conditioning, central heating, a fridge and all furniture. 

He had his parents and grandparents all moved in with him and they were living together 

happily ever after. 

Practice text 23 
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Be You Own Boss 

Part one 

In 2014, Ma Shiming who was not yet seventeen years old passed the entrance exam to a 

dentistry university; an unprecedented achievement in his family. His grandparents are 

illiterate and his parents had only received education up to secondary school level. Four years 

later, Xiao Ma became a dentist in the city, going to work at 7 every time and leaving at 5. 

However, with half an year of stating the job, Xiao Ma said to his parents that he found the 

nine to five lifestyle was not what he wanted. He wanted to be his own boss. 

After leaving his dentist job, Xiao Ma began to learn hairdressing techniques in a room with 

big windows at home. His mum was a little bit annoyed at him at first. She said to her 

husband that it was lucky for Xiao Ma to have had a dentist job and that it was a shame to 

show it away. However, Xiao Ma’s dad disagreed with his wife.  

Part two 

Ma Shiming’s dad took out fifty thousand Yuan from the bank he had saved up and gave it to 

him for the purchase of hairdressing tools such as combs, towels and mirrors. Xiao Ma 

downloaded some hairdressing video courses from the internet and made lots of notes. When 

he was in school, Xiao Ma used to take part in extra-curricular activities and was able to pick 

up skills very quickly. His mum finally understood and came every day to help with the 

housework such as cleaning up the room and doing the laundry.  

Xiao Ma had more and more customers, and news reporters went to interview him; taking 

pictures of the whole family for the newspapers and writing about his business. In less than 

one and a half years, Ma Shiming’s hairdresser’s became well known. 

Practice text 24 
Zhang Yu is a computer software engineer. During the Spring Festival this year, she decided 

to take a holiday in Europe. She is quite good at languages, and can speak fluently German 

and English. And she has read a lot about the different cultures in European countries. 

Xiao Zhang’s suitcase is not big, containing several changes of clothes, a toothbrush, and a 

toothpaste. In her handbag are important stuff and documents, such as her passport and her 

purse which has credit cards and cash it it. She also has a Tupperware that contains a pair of 

chopsticks and a spoon, but no knife for fear of strict checks imposed by customs.  

First, Xiao Zhang stayed for a few days in London, the capital city of the UK. She was 

staying with an old friend who was studying in London at their student flat. The building had 

four floors and had no lift, so they had to climb up the stairs every day. She quickly got to 

know the students living nearby and said hello every time they met. 

Her friends back in China rang her and wanted to ask how she was getting on. Xiao Zhang 

didn’t ring back but only texted back saying that she was busy visiting all the ancient and 

famous places in Europe and that she would have a catch-up with them when she went back 

to China. 


