
AUNT JEN: GUIDED 
READING QUESTIONS

 1970

1. Name the narrator.
2. From which point of view is the story being told?
3.  How does Sunshine’s age impact how the story is 

related to the reader?
4.  What do you think is Sunshine’s association with  

Aunt Jen?
5. State and describe the characters that are presented. 
6. Which character is your favourite and why?
7.  Who is Madda Penny and why do Ma and Sunshine 

go to see her?
8.  What is the significance of Madda Penny’s 

interpretation of Sunshine’s dreams?  
9.  How many letters does Sunshine write Aunt Jen  

in 1970?
10. Where does Uncle John want to migrate to and why?
11.  Identify at least three (3) figurative devices presented 

by the author and comment on their effectiveness.
12.   Explain how the novel is structured and state how 

that impacts your overall understanding of the text.

 1971

1. Describe Flour Hill.
2.  What happens to Uncle Johnny and how does this 

impact Sunshine and her family?
3. How has Sunshine matured in 1971?
4.  How many letters does Sunshine write Aunt Jen  

in 1971?
5.  State ONE instance of direct and indirect 

characterization.
6.  Use at least three adjectives to describe Sunshine’s 

father’s personality traits. 
7. Identify ONE proverb and explain its meaning.
8.  Why do you think Aunt Jen has not responded to 

Sunshine’s letters?
9.  Why do you think Sunshine continues to write  

Aunt Jen?
10.  Describe how Sunshine and her family celebrate 

Christmas.  
11.  Identify at least two narrative techniques employed 

by the author. Comment on their effectiveness.
12.  Why do you think it is so important to Sunshine that 

she has a picture of Aunt Jen?

               1972     

1.  How is religion 
presented throughout 
the novel?

2.  How does Ma 
process the grief of 
losing Uncle Johnny?

3.  Identify at least two 
(2) themes that you have seen presented  
in the novel to this point?

4. Why do you think Ma visits Mrs Delgado?
5.  Describe what happens to Gramps and Ma. 

How did this impact Sunshine?
6.  What is the significance of the following  

stories
 a.  Mrs Delgado’s sons.          
 b.  Anancy and tiger in the novel. 
7. Why do you think Aunt Jen finally visits?
8.  What do you think are Aunt Jen’s motives for 

writing to Sunshine now after all these years? 

 1973-74, 1993

1.  Do you agree with Sunshine’s decision not to live 
with Aunt Jen? Why?

2.  In what ways has Sunshine matured in this 
chapter?

3.  What provisions did Gramps make for his 
property?

4. Who is the last letter in the text from?
5.  Why do you think this letter was not written by 

Sunshine?
6.  Based on the information provided at the end of 

the novel, describe Aunt Jen’s personality traits? 
7.  Do you think that Aunt Jen and Sunshine can ever 

have a relationship?
8.  Outline the narrative techniques that are 

presented throughout the novel? State  
how they impacted your understanding of  
the text.

9.  Outline the presentation of at least four (4) 
thematic concerns. 
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