
Chapter 9 The Solar System 
(pages 140–159)  

  

1 Which is the largest body in the 
Solar System? 

A the Earth 
B the Moon 
C the Sun 
D Jupiter 

2 Which is the third nearest planet 
to the Sun? 

A Earth 
B Mercury 
C Venus 
D Mars 

3 Which planet is called the ‘red 
planet’? 

A Jupiter 
B Pluto 
C Venus 
D Mars 

4 Which planet rotates almost 
horizontally? 

A Earth 
B Jupiter 
C Uranus 
D Mars 

5 Which planet has the strongest 
winds? 

A Neptune 
B Jupiter 
C Saturn 
D Earth 

6 Define the following terms: 

a) satellite 
anything that orbits a star or a 
planet 

b) meteoroid 
a piece of rock orbiting the 
Sun, smaller than an asteroid, 
which burns up when it enters 
the Earth’s atmosphere 

c) meteorite 
meteoroids that do not burn 
up completely in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and so collide with 
the surface of the Earth 

d) asteroid 
large piece of rock orbiting the 
Sun 

e) galaxy 
a system in space made up of 
stars, planets, satellites of 
planets, asteroids, comets 

7 What is the source of the energy 
released by the Sun? 

Atoms of hydrogen joining 
together to form helium 

8 Describe how the energy from the 
Sun is important to the Earth.  

For example: provides warmth 
for all life on Earth; provides 
light for plants to make food; 
provides light so we can see. 

9 Explain why the surface of the 
Earth is different from that of the 
Moon.  

For example: The Moon has 
little atmosphere so it cannot 
support life, and the surface is 
marked by many craters where 
large meteorites have hit it. 
The Earth has an atmosphere 
and is covered in living 
organisms. 

10 Describe how the Earth would 
look if you were an astronaut in 
space. 

For example: A blue ball with 
relatively small areas of green 
and brown land. 



11 If people were going to settle on 
another planet, which planet 
would you suggest? Explain your 
answer.  

Whichever planet students 
choose should have a sensible 
justification – most will 
probably choose Mars. 

12 Create a colouring and fact book 
on the Solar System for 9-year-old 
children, or create a poster on the 
Solar System to be used as a 
teaching aid for a 9-year-old.  

Look for students showing 
creativity as well as accurate 
scientific information. 


