
Chapter 3 Classification of living things 
(pages 37–55) 

  

1 All of the following are living 
except: 

A a cow 
B a snail 
C a mushroom 
D a diamond 

2 Which one of the following is a 
unicellular organism? 

A a worm 
B an amoeba 
C a cricket 
D a mango tree 

3 A yeast cell is a kind of: 

A bacteria 
B virus 
C fungus 
D amoeba 

4 Mammals are the only animals 
with: 

A a backbone 
B legs 
C a head 
D fur 

5 Compare plants and humans using 
the seven characteristics of living 
things. Do you think that it is 
always possible to tell if an 
organism can satisfy these 
characteristics? Explain your 
answer. 

Characteristic 

of life 

Animal  Plant  

Movement whole body, 

often fast 

only part of the 

body, usually 

very slowly 

Reproduction some 

animals 

reproduce 

asexually, 

asexual and 

sexual 

reproduction 

most 

reproduce 

sexually 

Sensitivity respond 

relatively 

quickly to 

their 

surroundings 

respond 

relatively 

slowly to their 

surroundings 

Grow often takes 

place at 

particular 

stages of life 

continues 

throughout life 

Respiration always 

respires 

always 

respires 

Excretion gets rid of 

waste which 

always 

includes 

carbon 

dioxide and 

may include 

urea 

release waste 

oxygen into 

the air 

Nutrition need to eat 

other 

organisms 

make their 

own food by 

photosynthesis 

Accept any sensible 
suggestions, for example: Can’t 
always tell as some of these 
things take place in cells, and 
some animals are slow and 
plants are fast. 



6 You were on a hike with your 
friends and found a very unusual 
organism. Make a checklist of 
characteristics you would look for 
in order to classify it. 

Accept any sensible points to 
identify plant rather than 
animal, or the other way 
round, for example: Green 
leaves/grows in the ground or 
on trees or buildings/doesn’t 
move whole body/if 
reproducing has flowers, has 
roots. 
Plant: flowering or non-
flowering, size, evidence of 
flowers or fruits. 
Animal: look for key/checklist 
of the main features of the 
different groups, e.g. similar to 
Activity 3.3 with key. 

7 Classify the organism shown in 
Figure 3.22. Base your 
classification on the 
characteristics you can observe, 
and the information that this 
animal is warm-blooded, lays eggs 
and produces milk! Use the key in 
Figure 3.20 to help you. 

Has a backbone  does not 
have scales  does not have 
feathers  has fur  
mammal. 


