
Hodder Cambridge  
Primary Foundation Stage
Secure a strong foundation in Maths, inspiring 
confidence in young learners and preparing them to 
start the Cambridge Primary curriculum framework.

• Explore and support Early Years Maths with colourful, simple Story Books 

• Provide Practice of key concepts with fun write-in Activity Books 

• Support students with notes and activities built on a mastery approach in the 
Teacher’s Pack

Look inside for ways to prepare young learners  
for Cambridge Primary

Built on the 
mastery 

approach

This series has not been through the Cambridge International endorsement process. 



Request einspection copies and download samples to try with young learners at  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/cambridgeprimaryfoundationmaths

Story Books
Explore, support and consolidate Early Years Mathematics with a colourful, 
simple story for ages 4-5, containing key mathematical concepts and practice 
opportunities. 

• Support learners with a brightly illustrated story and simple text, linked to the 
topics covered in the Activity Books and the Teacher’s Resource pack.

• Practise key mathematical concepts with simple question prompts embedded 
in the story, and activities at the end of the book.

• Give time for questioning and reflection with space to write-in and record ideas. 

• Provide extra support at home or in the classroom with advice and tips about 
the Early Learning Goals covered in the story for use by parents or teachers. 

Teacher’s Pack
Introduce and consolidate the Early Learning Goals objectives covered in the 
Activity and Story Books with concise teaching notes and practical activity 
suggestions, built on the mastery approach.

• Gain clarity about the mastery approach and its benefits in the Early Years setting 
with clear background information. 

• Ensure coverage of topics with complete unit overviews and links to the Cambridge 
Primary Stage 1 curriculum framework and the Early Years Foundation Stage Early 
Learning Goals for mathematics. 

• Introduce, practise and consolidate the objectives covered in the Activity Books and 
Story Books with practical activities, including success criteria linked to the Early 
Learning Goals that they cover. 

• Support activities and make lesson planning easier with photocopiable resources. 
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Find the totals.
How many big crabs? How many small crabs? How many crabs in total? 
Count the thin fish. How many round fish? How many fish in total?

I can see 8 fish 
altogether.

At the beach, Bel and Max race to a rock pool.
They count the fish and the sea creatures.
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Try subtracting and find how many are left.
8 fish take away 2 fish. How many fish are left?  
Cover some shells. How many shells are left?

Look! I’ve 
caught 2 fish!

They are so busy that they don’t 
notice Mum arrive with Jasmin.
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located at the back of the book for learners to complete

Engage students 
with bright, 
colourful artwork 

Highlight the maths 
focus in the spread with 
a footnote for parents 
and teachers including 
question  prompts for the 
learners to answer

Inspire students with clear 
simple story text linked to 
the maths themes in the 
Activity Books



Request einspection copies and download samples to try with young learners at  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/cambridgeprimaryfoundationmaths

Activity Books
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Addition and subtraction

Taking away
5 take away 2 is 3

There are now 2 fewer apples. There are 3 apples left.

Cross out 2 fruit in each row. Write how many are left.

3 take away 2 is 

4 take away 2 is 

2 take away 2 is 

5 take away 2 is 
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Addition and subtraction

Put 5 counters on the snake.
Take counters away and write the number.

5 take away 1 is 

5 take away 2 is 

5 take away 3 is 

5 take away 4 is 

5 take away 5 is 

There are 6 eggs in a box. 

How many eggs are  
left in each box?

 eggs are left in the box.  eggs are left in the box.

 eggs are left in the box.  eggs are left in the box.
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Navigate the course 
easily with unit headings 
identified on every page

6

Features of each unit

This Teacher’s Pack is to be used with the Hodder Cambridge Primary Mathematics Foundation Stage 
Activity Books and Story Books.
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Unit 12 Shapes and patterns

Unit 12 Shapes and patterns
Activity Book B, 
pages 26–32

Storybook B
●	 Make pictures and patterns with lines and shapes. 
●	 Describe and name flat shapes. 
●	 Compare properties of flat shapes, such as the number of 

sides.
●	 Compare shapes in the environment and recognise similarities 

and differences.

Learning objectives

2D shape tiles, 3D solids, patterned fabrics and 
wallpaper

Resources

flat shapes, solid shapes, circle, 
triangle, square, rectangle, cube, 
cuboid, cone, cylinder

Key words

Background information
Talk about patterns around the school and home. Look at tiles, bricks, plants, fabric etc. Encourage 
learners to look at repeating patterns of colour and shapes, aiming for them to be able to recognise, 
extend and create patterns using drawings and concrete materials. 

Your learners will be starting to recognise and name certain flat (2D) shapes and solid (3D) shapes. 
Talk about their properties, such as the shape of the faces of solid shapes and the number of sides of 
flat shapes. As they colour and match shapes, ask them to talk about any similarities and differences 
between the shapes.

Pictures and patterns

Activity Book teaching notes

Page 26
●	 This page has a focus on some of the different attributes that repeating patterns can be generated from 

– colours, shapes and types of lines. Talk about the three patterns in the ‘Learn’ section at the top and 
ask what they notice about each of them. Learners can then work with their partners to decide what will 
come next in the pattern, and continue it for three or four more shapes, colours and line patterns.

●	 For the patterns on this page, the learners trace and draw shapes, which is a closed activity. They can 
then colour their patterns in any way they choos. Talk about the colours they decide on and ask how they 
make repeating patterns.
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Unit 12 Shapes and patterns

●	 Show models of a sphere, cylinder, cone, cuboid, pyramid and cube and point them out on page 29. 
Explain that there are shapes like these all around us. Show that some shapes roll and some have flat 
faces, so do not roll easily. Show some real objects in these shapes for the learners to explore and sort by 
rolling/not rolling. The children can then colour the shapes that roll on page 29.

Activity ideas
●	 Sorting toys: Use four sorting trays each with a different solid shape: cube, cuboid, sphere and 

cylinder. Ask learners to find everyday objects and toys and place them in the correct tray to match 
the shape. A toy may have only one part the correct shape; for example, the trailer on a tractor may 
be a cuboid.

●	 Building shapes: Learners use a variety of wooden or plastic solid shapes to manipulate and explore. 
Encourage them to join shapes together to make new shapes and build with the shapes. Ask them to 
build with only one type of shape: What can you build if you only use cubes? Talk about the shapes 
that are easy to stack and ask why they think they can stack well.

●	 Feely bag: Put four solid shapes on the table in a row: cube, cuboid, sphere and cylinder. Prepare 
a ‘feely’ bag with matching 3D shapes inside. Learners take turns to put their hand into the bag 
without looking, and ‘feel’ a shape. When they are ready, they point to the same shape on the 
table, taking the shape out of the bag to see if it matches. Ask about the shape they are feeling: Is it 
round? Is it curved? Does it have flat sides? Does it have points (or corners)?

While completing the activities, assess and 
record learners who can:
●	 make and draw patterns with lines and 

shapes
●	 point to squares, triangles and circles that 

are around them
●	 talk about the number of sides of flat shapes
●	 say what is the same and what is different 

about shapes around them

Success criteria 
●	 Ask learners to complete the What can you 

remember? activities on pages 30–31 of 
Activity Book B.

●	 Ask learners to self-check their understanding 
of key objectives covered this term, using the 
self-assessment chart on page 32 of Activity 
Book B.

Assessment

 Learning objectives 
are provided for 
each unit to ensure 
progression and 
coverage of the Early 
Years Foundation 
Stage Early Learning 
Goals in Mathematics.

Icons indicate 
which components 
to use in each 
teaching sequence.

Success criteria 
are based on the 
objectives to help 
identify what a 
learner should be 
able to do, know or 
understand by the 
end of the unit.

Key words are given to 
display and share with 
the class and to use in 
each lesson.

Background information 
gives teachers important 
subject knowledge and 
pedagogical ideas on the 
content of each unit.

Activity ideas give 
teachers a selection  
of practical activities 
to use with the 
learners as a class  
or in small groups.

Activity Book teaching 
notes include useful 
teaching ideas to use 
with the content in 
each Activity Book.

Resources are listed to 
help teachers prepare 
and plan for each 
practical activity.
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Engage learners with 
activities linked to the 
maths theme following a 
mastery approach

Consolidate learning and provide practice of 
key mathematical concepts with a fun write-in 
Activity Book based on the mastery approach. 

• Provide support at home and in the Early 
Years setting and engage young learners with 
activities to help them fully cover the EYFS Early 
Learning Goals. 

• Encourage independent learning and celebrate 
progress with a self-assessment chart at the 
end of each unit, and space to write in and 
record ideas on every page. 

• Consolidate the topics covered in the Story 
Books and Teacher’s Resource Pack with 6 
units, each covering a popular Early Years 
Maths topic; or use as a standalone resource. 

• Prepare students for their first Primary year  
with careful progression built  
in to support understanding  
of key skills and concepts.

Keep up to date with our Primary Publishing, view online samples and content  
by signing up to receive eUpdates at www.hoddereducation.com/eupdates

Ensure clarity with 
the maths theme 
highlighted at the 
top of the page



What is Mastery?
Mastery learning is rooted in the belief that all learners can succeed given the right input, support and practice. 
The mastery approach is a teaching strategy that aims to ensure that learners reach a prescribed level of 
understanding, being secure in their knowledge of a concept or competent in a skill, before moving on to the next 
element of learning. 

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths 
Foundation Stage

To purchase or view an eInspection copy visit  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/cambridgeprimaryfoundationmaths  
or email international.team@hoddereducation.com

Title ISBN Price

Story Books

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Story Book A Foundation Stage 9781510431850 £3.99

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Story Book B Foundation Stage 9781510431874 £3.99

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Story Book C Foundation Stage 9781510431881 £3.99

Activity Books

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Activity Book A Foundation Stage 9781510431829 £3.75

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Activity Book B Foundation Stage 9781510431836 £3.75

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Activity Book C Foundation Stage 9781510431843 £3.75

Teacher’s Pack

Hodder Cambridge Primary Maths Teacher’s Pack Foundation Stage 9781510431867 £24.99

Next Steps
Are your young learners ready for the next stage?  
Why not try Hodder Cambridge Primary Mathematics?

Available for stages 1–6 and including a Learner’s Book, Workbook,  
Teacher’s Resource Pack and Digital Resource Pack, available as a  
CD Rom or as part of our online platform, Dynamic Learning. 

Find out more at  
www.hoddereducation.com/cambridgeprimary

9781510447264


