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 UNIT 1 Social relationships

REFLECTION

■ Above are three images connected to social relationships. What is each image trying to 
communicate? Why is it necessary for people to understand these issues?

■ Think of a problem or difficulty that a group of people have in the world today. With a 
partner, create an image that would communicate this difficulty to others. Explain your 
image to the class.
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1 Population change
In small groups, discuss the following two questions:
1 What are the causes of the increases or decreases of certain age groups in a country’s 

population?
2 What are some advantages and disadvantages of this?

One person should take notes on your responses and then share them with the rest of the class.

Australia at 24 million: The challenges facing a growing and ageing nation

This week Australia’s population will reach 24 million. It’s a 
demographic marker sure to trigger debate about the 
future – some will argue for a much bigger Australia, others 
want far slower population growth. But the milestone 
draws attention to the changing profile of the population, 
not just the total. There’s much to celebrate in Australia’s 
demographic data but it foreshadows big challenges as well.

Let’s start with some positives. Maybe the brightest spot of 
all is our longevity. Improvements in living conditions, rising 
incomes and medical advances have combined to increase 
life expectancy at birth by about 33 years since Federation in 
1901. Even since the mid-1970s life expectancy has improved 
by 10 years.

Females born in Australia can now expect to live 84.4 years 
and males 80.3 years. The Bureau of Statistics points out this 
is one the highest life expectancies in the world. On current 
trends it’s likely that one in three children born today will live 
to 100.

The news is especially good for men. While they still have a 
lower life expectancy than women, the gender gap has been 
getting smaller. Since the turn of the century life expectancy 
for men has risen by 3.7 years compared with a 2.4 year 
improvement for women. Economic change, especially the 
nature of work, has contributed to this trend. Improved 
safety standards have lowered the death rate in relatively 
dangerous, male-dominated industries such as agriculture, 
mining, manufacturing and construction. Also, a larger 
proportion of men now work in knowledge-based office jobs 
where the risk of early death is low. The compulsory use of 
seat belts has also been a factor.

Australia’s growing longevity is a decisive indicator of 
national progress. But longer life spans are contributing to a 
major challenge that officials have been warning us about for 
years: the ageing of the population.

In 1968, when Australia’s population was half what it is 
today, just over 1 million people were aged over 65 – about 
8 per cent of the total. But the number of [1]          65s has 
now swelled to 3.57 million, or 15 per cent of the population. 
Meanwhile, the proportion of the [2]          aged 14 years 
and under has fallen from 29 per cent to 19 per cent in that 
period. [3]          mid-century one in four Australians will be 
aged over 65 and about one in 14 people will be aged over 
85, up from one in 50 now.

One big policy response to Australia’s changing demographic 
profile is the government’s plan to [4]          lift the retirement 
age, now 65, in a bid to contain spending [5]          the age 
pension.

That raises an important question: will people be healthy 
enough to keep working into their late 60s or early 70s?

Economists have been investigating. This month America’s 
National Bureau of Economic Research published research 
assessing the capacity of older people to work longer in a 
dozen developed countries including the US, UK, Canada, 
Japan and Spain. Overall the news is good. The researchers 
found ‘substantial’ additional work capacity among older 
people in all the countries studied, especially among 65- to 
69-year-olds. In the United States, for example, economists 
Courtney Coile, Kevin Milligan and David Wise found the 
share of the population with the health capacity to work at 
ages 60 to 64 is about 17 per cent higher than the current 
level. But between the ages of 65 and 69, the difference 
was about 31 per cent.

‘As people live longer and healthier lives, it may be 
appropriate for policymakers to consider how these gains in 
life expectancy should be divided between years of work and 
retirement,’ the study concluded.

But that assumes there will be demand for employees in their 
60s and beyond. Advocates for older workers claim that bias 
against those aged over 50 in the jobs market is endemic. 
This week’s demographic landmark is a reminder that will 
have to change. 

Matt Wade
www.smh.com.au/opinion/australia-at-24-million-high-points-and-hazards-

in-the-demographic-data-20160212-gmszk2.htmlchange
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Match the start of the sentence with the end:
1 Maybe the brightest spot of all
2 While they still have a lower life 

expectancy than women,
3 Also, a larger proportion of men
4 One big policy response to Australia’s 

changing demographic profile
5 The researchers found ‘substantial’ 

additional work capacity

a among older people in all the 
countries studied.

b the gender gap has been getting 
smaller.

c is our longevity.
d is the government’s plan to 

gradually lift the retirement age.
e now work in knowledge-based 

office jobs.

Choose a word from the box below to fill in the blank spaces numbered 1–5 
in the text.

a pensions

b gradually

c by

d while

e over

f population

g sometimes

h on

i in

j under

Prepositions and conjunctions of time

For:

We use for with a period of time to say how long something happened, for example:

• for a week

• for a long time

• for the summer

During:

We use during with a noun to explain when something happened:

• during class

• during my summer holiday

• She received a call during the speech.

While:

We use while with a subject and a verb:

• I was listening to the radio while I was cleaning.

• While you were having fun, I was studying.

• We visited a lot of museums while we were in Italy.

By:

Using by in reference to time means ‘no later than’:

• The new shopping centre should open by the end of June.

• We will complete the project by Monday.

• By the time you arrive, the game will be over.

Until:

We use until to explain how long something continues:

• People must work until they are 65 years old.

• Until a new law is passed, people will continue to suffer.

• You can use my car until yours is fixed.

Grammar

A
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Use for, during, while, by or until to fill the blanks in the following sentences.
1           you were at work, I was looking for an apartment for us to live in.
2 I want to arrive in London           1 August.
3 The teacher became angry because a student was eating           the lesson. 
4           the winter break, I went skiing.
5 You will continue to make mistakes           you listen to instructions. 
6 We will be finished decorating the house           the time Tina arrives.
7 They have been repairing that road           three months.
8 The road will be blocked           the damaged cars are removed.
9           your eyes are closed, I want you to imagine that you are on a sunny beach.
10           an hour, you have done nothing but complain.

The words listed below are often used in relation to an aging population. 
Copy and complete the table by writing the meaning of each word in your 
own words. If you do not know the meaning, look it up. Then to solidify your 
knowledge, write your own sentences about an aging population, where you 
use each of the words in the table. Try to use more than one of the words in 
one sentence, when you can.

Word / Phrase Meaning

1 demographic

2 life expectancy

3 gender gap

4 pension

5 retirement

Go to https://n.pr/2fGeClf and listen to the audio. You will hear a radio report 
on the lack of housing for a Native American community living on an Indian 
reservation in Wyoming. Match the name of the correct person with each 
statement on the left.

Statement Lynell Shakespeare Patrick Goggles Heidi Frechette Vonda Wells

1 They do not have 
the money to build 
more homes.

2 People are spending 
more money on 
repairing existing 
homes.

3 It’s difficult for 
children to learn in 
school when they live 
in such conditions.

4 They do not have 
money to pay for 
electricity.

5 Crowded homes 
can cause violence.

6 Cultural values 
enhance their family 
life.

C
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Choose a city or country where English is the native language. Research the 
changes in population there over the last 30–50 years. Look for the causes 
and effects of those changes. Create a chart or a graph of certain changes 
and present it to the class.

Use the information you have gained in Question F above on the changing 
population of a city or country and write an article based on this information. 
Use your graph or chart as a visual aid and analyse the data. Use subheadings 
for short sections of the article, such as:

■ 1990 to the present
■ Causes
■ Effects

■ Recent developments
■ Problems
■ Solutions

F

G

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent does ‘indigenous knowledge’ change over time?

To what extent do ‘areas of knowledge’ increase our understanding of social 
change?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
For a, organize a group of students to work with elderly people or an indigenous population 
in your community.
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2 Social services
1 In the box below, there is a list of problems that can destroy a community. If you had to 

organize those problems into a list of which to solve first, what would your list look like? In 
small groups, organize the list below from 1 to 5, where #1 is the most important problem to 
solve first and #5 is the least important problem to solve, in comparison to the others. 

poor housing

lack of electricity

lack of clean water

poor medical services

unemployment

2 Below is a list of personal qualities. If a person were working to solve the problems listed 
in Question 1 above, which qualities would be most important for them to have to be 
successful? Again, in your group, create a list from 1 to 5 of most important personal qualities 
to have to fight social problems.

reliable

efficient

responsible

persistent

passionate

Interview with Sarah Soloane
The author interviews a social entrepreneur 
and promoter of off-grid renewable energy 
solutions, to learn more about what has made 
her successful and how others can learn from her 
experiences

Ken Fullerton, a field specialist at PlaNet Finance and 
based in Johannesburg, South Africa, works in the field of 
sustainable development. He recently caught up with Sarah 
Soloane, a social entrepreneur, EnerGcare Independent 
Distributor, promoter of off-grid renewable energy 
solutions and winner of the Renewable Energy Prize at the 
International Micro Entrepreneurship Awards held in Paris, 
France in December 2014 to learn more about what has 
made her successful and how others can learn from her 
experiences and lessons.

What does your role as an EnerGcare Independent 
Distributor entail?

My role involves helping people in my community to have 
reliable access to energy, help overcome unemployment 
and other social problems. The EnerGcare products are 
affordable to many people. I am responsible for marketing 
and selling off-grid clean energy products and I use many 
different approaches to do this.

[1]         

When I first started I wanted to grow myself and help people 
in my community. One day I want to have my own shop where 
I sell my products and continue to serve my community. I also 
wanted my people to learn about energy saving products and 
why they should buy and use them.

[2]         

I particularly wish to serve the youth and women in my 
community and help to uplift their lives so that they can 
stand for themselves and do something for a better life. 
Many of my people live in bad conditions in shacks and do 
not have basic services. By helping them with such products 
I want people to learn from me, improve their knowledge 
and encourage them to work for themselves and be 
ambitious. 

[3]         

There are a wide range of EnerGcare products. There are 
products for lighting, cooking and for charging your cell 
phone. The product that I have been the most successful 
at promoting is the EcoZoom efficient cook stove. All 
the products are easy and safe to use, help the user save 
money because they are efficient, they are healthier 
than many of the products currently being used (such 
as candles, paraffin / kerosene and brazier cook stoves) 
and they are reliable. They are socially beneficial because 
they are helping people overcome many of the energy 
challenges being faced in South Africa such as no electricity 
connection, high electricity, paraffin and oil costs, and 
power cuts.

[4]         

I use a variety of different strategies and I understand that 
sometimes different ones are more likely to work than 
others. In order to market and sell my products I make use of 
a wide range of marketing materials provided to me (such as 
EnerGcare branded banners, clothing, flyers and posters) and 
I use demonstration products to explain to people how
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a product actually works and what its benefits are. I market 
products in different locations such as through my church 
network, by going house to house and door knocking, by 
distributing marketing materials and through family and 
friends. Because of the hard work I have already put in and 
the efforts I have made, I am now starting to get referrals 
where potential new customers phone me after having 
heard about me from an existing customer. This shows that 
interest is growing and people are looking for affordable new 
solutions to the energy challenges they face.

[5]         

My personality and who I am today has been largely 
influenced by my background. I grew up in a rural village and 
saw first-hand how hard my parents had to work to look 
after me. My mother regularly had to walk long distances to 
fetch water and collect firewood, it was difficult for me to 
learn due to a lack of electricity and my family had very little 
money to purchase candles. Since my youth I have always 
maintained a strong desire to help other people particularly 
because many families are still living in the dark.

[6]         

I feel that my community thinks that they are very lucky 
to have me as I share knowledge and information with 
them and bring them solutions to their energy problems. 
Women, in particular, appreciate the role I play because I 
am sharing history with them and together we can turn the 
old history into the new future. After returning from Paris 
with my International Micro Entrepreneurships Award many 
of the ladies in my church group took me out to lunch to 
congratulate me. I found that very special.

[7]         

People must do something to support and stand up for 
themselves if they are unable to find a job. They should not 
just wait for the government to do something for them as 
this sets a bad example to others and might not ever happen. 
The South African government is currently overwhelmed 
trying to rectify many socio-economic development 
challenges. I am willing to give further advice and support if 
people contact me like I did when I was a panel speaker at 
the recently held Citi Micro Entrepreneurship Awards event in 
Johannesburg. People can sell anything that can help them 
in life as they must want to support themselves and their 
families properly.

[8]         

It was excellent, it was wonderful! Never in a million years 
did I ever think that I would be invited abroad and get to go 
to Paris to receive an award at an international ceremony. I 
thank God for the chance to be selected as an entrepreneur 
and to show everyone the potential I have to grow and 
continue succeeding by helping others. I will never forget 
the memory.

Sarah, do you have any final advice or thoughts  
to share?

My advice is that to be an entrepreneur you don’t always 
need to have a formal education. You need to have the 
desire to help yourself and others around you. You also need 
to be persistent and believe in yourself as you are likely to 
have challenges along the way.

Ken Fullerton is a field specialist at PlaNet Finance, based in Johannesburg.  
This interview first appeared on the Energy Blog. www.ngopulse.org/article/2015/05/13/interview-sarah-soloane

The interviewer’s questions have been removed from the text and listed 
below. Choose the correct question for numbers 1–8. There are more 
choices than questions asked.

a What has been your biggest success so far?

b How would you describe the market for sustainable solutions in South Africa?

c  What would your advice be to other aspiring social entrepreneurs looking to make a positive 
impact on their communities?

d  How was the experience of attending the International Micro Entrepreneurship Awards 
ceremony in Paris? It must have been amazing! 

e  How has South Africa changed since you became a social entrepreneur? 

f What role can women play in your community?

g  Tell us a bit more about the range of products you promote. Why are they socially beneficial to 
others?

h  What strategies and techniques do you use to market and sell these energy-efficient products to 
potential customers?

A
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i When you first started, what were your expectations?

j  Are there any key features, techniques or aspects that you believe define you as a social 
entrepreneur rather than just a ‘regular’ one?

k  How does your community feel about what you are doing and the products you are providing? 
Have you had positive reactions from them?

l Why do you consider yourself to be a social entrepreneur?

Words are best understood when you can see their ‘roots’ or ‘related forms’.

The root of a word is the word it comes from. For example, the root of 
‘disadvantaged’ is ‘advantage’. Dis means ‘not having’. A related form is a 
change in a word to make it a different part of speech. For example, a related 
form of ‘advantage’ is ‘advantageous’.

The words listed below were used in the interview. Copy the table and, for 
each word, write the root of one of the words, or a related form. Then explain 
how the word is connected to the text. The first one is done for you.

Word / Phrase Root / Related form Use in the text

1 social entrepreneur society Sarah Soloane is a social entrepreneur who 
created her own business to help society.

2 renewable energy

3 sustainable development

4 reliable

5 unemployment

6 responsible

7 efficient

8 strategies 

9 benefits

10 potential

Write answers to the following questions 
using would, will or would have.
1 Where would you like to go to university?
2 When will the next Olympic games be?
3 What would you have done if you were the only 

person who came to English class yesterday?
4 You are afraid of heights and your friend wants 

you to go with him to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
What would you say?

Rewrite this sentence using would:
5 ‘I will wait until your train arrives,’ Nancy said.

B

C

Would

We use would:

• when we imagine something:

 I would like to become a doctor.

• when we can’t do something:

 I would go to the party, but I can’t.

• sometimes as the past tense of ‘will’:

 ‘I will drive you to the cinema.’ – Jack said he would 
drive us to the cinema.

We use would have when we imagine actions in the 
past:

I would have done my homework earlier, but I had tennis 
practice after school.

Grammar
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Go to www.ted.com/talks/mitchell_besser_mothers_helping_mothers_fight_
hiv#t-325705 and play the video. Cover the screen or turn it away so you 
cannot see it – this will help you prepare for the listening part of the exam. 
You will hear a TED Talk on AIDS in Africa. Listen to the talk up to 4:23 and 
answer the questions below.
1 What is ‘the picture’ of that he describes seeing at the beginning of his talk? 
2 How many people are living with AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa? 
3 Why does the speaker compare the United States to a hospital in South Africa? 
4 What is the assumption about pregnant women with HIV? 
5 What is the reality of pregnant mothers infecting their children in the United States? 
6 What are two differences between pregnant mothers’ treatment in the United States 

and South Africa? 
7 When did treatment for AIDS begin in the United States?
8 How many babies are born with HIV in the United States each day?

In groups of three or four, create a podcast of a 3–5 minute report on people in 
need of assistance. Have a reporter introduce the story, interview people and 
tie the story together. Record your podcast and play it for the class.

Write an interview with someone who has worked to help improve the lives of 
people in a certain area of the world. Give a short introduction that includes 
background information on that person, then include the questions and 
answers.

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent is knowledge accessible to everyone?

To what extent can the natural sciences contribute to social change?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
Create a website to inform your school community about communities in need of social 
services, such as: health care; heat and electricity; housing; employment; education. Tell 
people’s stories, raise awareness and attempt to get students engaged in helping these 
communities.

D

E

F
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3 Inequalities
Albert Einstein said ‘A human being is part of a whole’. What he meant was that human beings 
are inter-connected and that we must understand this circle of connection. What does this 
mean as far as inequalities in societies are concerned? Draw a picture that demonstrates how 
human beings are part of a whole and then explain your picture to a classmate.

Our history
1 In 2001, Dr. Mark Bergel was working as a health professional, part-time faculty member at American University, 

and consultant when he [1]          to deliver food to impoverished residents in the Washington, D.C. area. As he went 
home-to-home distributing food, he met families living without a secure food supply, without beds on which to sleep, 
and without [2]          to basic health and wellness information. He was startled by the depth of poverty, poor health, 
and general [3]          he witnessed in the region.

2 With no seed money but a strong conviction that we could do better for [4]          living in poverty – that we could 
end it – Mark decided to [5]          everything else in his life and converted his living room into a nonprofit office. He 
founded A Wider Circle with the mission of helping children and adults lift themselves out of poverty. His goal was to 
create an organization that [6]          address ‘the whole person’ – with programs that would not only tend to people’s 
tangible needs but also to their ‘inner needs.’

3 Using donated furniture and a handful of [7]          volunteers and health professionals, A Wider Circle furnished the 
homes of 774 children and adults and delivered 33 educational workshops at local shelters in [8]          first year of 
service. He met with social workers, shelter managers, school personnel, and nonprofit leaders in the region, exploring 
how to best reverse the trends of more people getting into poverty than finding a path out of it. Interns from local 
universities – and soon universities from across the country – joined the team each season. With each passing year, the 
organization became a larger and larger [9]          of the solution.

4 Today, A Wider Circle operates out of a 38,000 square-foot center, [10]          it purchased in May 2015. The 
organization has 50 staff members, 15 university interns, and more than 15,000 volunteers each year. It is their energy 
and [11]          that allows A Wider Circle to now furnish the homes of more than 16,000 children and adults each year 
and deliver [12]          programs to thousands of men, women, and children.

5 Though A Wider Circle has [13]          served more than 160,000 children and adults – through its educational 
programs and the provision of urgently needed beds, dressers, cribs, and more – Mark does not go to sleep each 
night on a bed of his own. Rather, he ends his 15-hour workdays by collapsing onto his couch or floor, pledging not to 
sleep in a bed until every child and adult in this country has a bed in which to sleep. Since A Wider Circle moved to its 
current location in 2008, Mark has worked seven days a week, [14]          week of the year.

6 Mark has been known to say that ‘as one of us goes, so go all of us.’ [15]          this is a powerful idea that many of us 
espouse, few of us live and breathe it each day. Mark’s pledge to give up his own bed means that he can say to the 
hundreds of men and women calling each day who have been sleeping for years on the bare floor, ‘I know how hard 
it is’ – and mean it.

7 The organization has come a long way since 2001 – and even since the first handful of years when it was run out of 
Mark’s living room with only a few interns each season. More than 500 calls per day now come in from individuals 
and families in need, people who want to help in some way, and from agencies of all sizes looking for assistance in 
serving their clients.

8 A Wider Circle has been called ‘the quintessential grassroots movement’ and has been twice named ‘one of the best’ 
by the Catalogue for Philanthropy. The organization is poised today to be a major part of the national movement to 
end poverty, to bring about an end to poverty for one individual and one family after another.

What’s in a Name?
9 It’s more difficult than you might imagine to come up with the name for an organization that you hope will be 

responsible for helping millions of children and adults lift themselves out of poverty. That has always been the true 
goal here – however long it may take. And to do that, we are going to need each of us to shift our focus more toward

http://awidercircle.org/our-vision/
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 those of us in need than we currently do. We know we can end poverty. If we were told that our lives depended on 
it, we would do it. Many lives do depend on it; in fact, I believe that all of our lives depend on it. And it is only by 
widening our understanding of how we exist and what we can do in this world that we will make it happen. That 
thought process made the following quote by Albert Einstein the appropriate place to go for selecting the name of 
the organization:

 A human being is part of a whole, called by us Universe, a part limited in time and space. We experience ourselves, 
our thoughts and feelings, as something separate from the rest – a kind of optical delusion of our consciousness. This 
delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest us. 
Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circles of compassion…

Mark Bergel Founder, Executive Director

http://awidercircle.org/our-vision/

Choose the word that best fits the blank spaces 1–15.

1 a volunteers b volunteered c volunteer
2 a access b potential c success
3 a inequalities b disproportionate c services
4 a these b them c those
5 a add b hold c drop
6 a will b would c wouldn’t
7 a dedicated b questionable c helping
8 a their b its c those
9 a work b whole c part
10 a which b where c that
11 a inspired b commitment c education
12 a educational b educated c educate
13 a too b been c already
14 a fifty-two b all c every
15 a Though b However c Nonetheless

Choose the correct answer for questions 1–5.
1 What was Dr. Bergel doing before he founded A Wider Circle?

a Converting his living room into an office
b Teaching at American University
c Living in poverty
d Doing research on inequality in society

2 How does A Wider Circle find furniture for people living in poverty?
a It is given to them as donations
b Social workers organize it
c University interns are responsible for obtaining it
d It is purchased through funding projects

3 To what is the phrase ‘I know how hard it is’ referring?
a Being a volunteer
b Having 500 calls a day
c Developing an organization
d Living without a bed

A

B
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4 Which definition is closest in meaning to ‘come a long way’ as it is used  
in paragraph 7?
a Taken a long time
b Was far away
c Developed significantly
d Created more phone calls

5 How is Albert Einstein connected to the organization’s name?
a He also helped millions of children and adults in poverty
b He talked about widening our circle of compassion
c He said we are all limited by time and space
d He was as famous as the organization wants to be

For and since

We use for and since to say how long something happened.

• We use for for a period of time:

 I have lived here for seven years.

• We use since with the start of a period of time:

 I have lived here since 2005.

For and since are used with the present perfect:

I have been playing football since I was young.

I have played the saxophone for years.

Grammar

Use for or since with the words below to make a complete sentence. The first 
one is done for you.

It / raining / yesterday

It has been raining since yesterday.
1 Stephen / absent / work / a few days
2 I / changed careers / I / become a new person
3 Airplanes / existed / 1903
4 We / waiting / her / hours
5 I / played / piano / I / very young

Go to www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09v32jk and click ‘Play’. You will hear 
a podcast about the inequality in pay between men and women in the 
United Kingdom. Listen to the podcast up to 3:20 and answer the following 
questions.
1 Why does the speaker begin the podcast by listing men’s names? 

a Because they all contributed to Parliament square
b Because they all contributed to women’s right to vote
c Because they are important and from different countries
d Because a statue of an early feminist is about to be built next to them

2 Why does she read out a quotation from 1918? 
a Because women are still struggling to get equal pay in the workplace
b Because it was exactly 100 years ago
c Because it was important for women getting the right to vote
d Because it was written in an economic journal

C

D
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3 What has Sam Smithers noticed over the last three years?
a You cannot picture the pay gap
b The pay gap between men and women has not changed
c Progress has been made
d Her research has helped close the pay gap

4 Which reason is not given for the pay gap, according to Sam?
a Part-time work
b The number of hours worked
c Women who are fired from their job
d The work culture

5 How do ‘the kinds of jobs’ women are employed in contribute to the pay gap?
a They are lower paid
b They are valued less
c They combine to give us the gender pay gap
d They are connected with science and technology

In small groups, role play a guided tour in a city or town where important 
social changes have taken place throughout its history. One person can act as 
the guide, highlighting important monuments or sites, while the others act as 
tourists who ask questions.

Create a website for a non-profit organization. List the tabs at the top, such as:

■ About us
■ History
■ Testimonials
■ Quick links

■ Volunteer
■ Help us
■ Contact

Highlight one of those tabs and write the content for that page, including 
photos or images to complement the text.

 ■ TOK Links
How can we know what is ethical?

To what extent is ‘shared knowledge’ biased?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE
Organize a collection of unused items in your school and donate them to a community in need. 

Organize an event at your school that promotes awareness of inequality. This could include TED-
style speeches, round-table discussions and workshops. 

E
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 ■ Literature

4 Animal Farm
Animal Farm, written by George Orwell in 1945, is the story of a group of animals that rebel and take 
control from the human owners of Manor Farm. The novel is written from the point of view of the 
animals, and it is a satire on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Through the actions of the animals, Orwell 
tries to show how the original ideas of the Russian Revolution were ignored and led to the dictatorship 
of Joseph Stalin. This excerpt depicts the moment when the animals rebel and take over the farm.

Now, as it turned out, the Rebellion was achieved much earlier and more easily than anyone had 
expected. In the past years Mr. Jones, although a hard master, had been a capable farmer, but of 
late he had fallen on evil days. He had become much disheartened after losing money in a lawsuit, 
and had taken to drinking more than was good for him. For whole days at a time he would lounge 
in his Windsor chair in the kitchen, reading the newspapers, drinking, and occasionally feeding 
Moses on crusts of bread soaked in beer. His men were idle and dishonest, the fields were full of 
weeds, the buildings wanted roofing, the hedges were neglected, and the animals were underfed.

June came and the day was almost ready for cutting. On Midsummer’s Eve, which was a Saturday, 
Mr. Jones went into Willingdon and got so drunk at the Red Lion that he did not come back 
till midday on Sunday. The men had milked the cows in the early morning and then had gone 
out rabbiting, without bothering to feed the animals. When Mr. Jones got back he immediately 
went to sleep on the drawing-room sofa with the News of the World over his face, so that when 
evening came, the animals were still unfed. At last they could stand it no longer. One of the cows 
broke in the door of the store-shed with her horn and all the animals began to help themselves 
from the bins. It was just then that Mr. Jones woke up. The next moment he and his four men 
were in the store-shed with whips in their hands, lashing out in all directions. This was more than 
the hungry animals could bear. With one accord, though nothing of the kind had been planned 
beforehand, they flung themselves upon their tormentors. Jones and his men suddenly found 
themselves being butted and kicked from all sides. The situation was quite out of their control. 
They had never seen animals behave like this before, and this sudden uprising of creatures whom 
they were used to thrashing and maltreating just as they chose, frightened them almost out of 
their wits. A minute later all five of them were in full flight down the cart-track that led to the 
main road, with the animals pursuing them in triumph.

Mrs. Jones looked out of the bedroom window, saw what was happening, hurriedly flung a few 
possessions into a carpet bag, and slipped out of the farm by another way. Moses sprang off his 
perch and flapped after her, croaking loudly. Meanwhile the animals had chased Jones and his 
men out on to the road and slammed the five-barred gate behind them. And so, almost before 
they knew what was happening, the Rebellion had been successfully carried through: Jones was 
expelled, and the Manor Farm was theirs.

For the first few minutes the animals could hardly believe in their good fortune. Their first act 
was to gallop in a body right round the boundaries of the farm, as though to make quite sure 
that no human being was hiding anywhere upon it; then they raced back to the farm buildings 
to wipe out the last traces of Jones’s hated reign. The harness-room at the end of the stables was 
broken open; the bits, the nose-rings, the dog-chains, the cruel knives with which Mr. Jones had 
been used to castrate the pigs and lambs, were all flung down the well. The reins, the halters, 
the blinkers, the degrading nosebags, were thrown on to the rubbish fire which was burning in 
the yard. So were the whips. All the animals capered with joy when they saw the whips going up 
in flames. Snowball also threw on to the fire the ribbons with which the horses’ manes and tails 
had usually been decorated on market days. 

“Ribbons,” he said, “should be considered as clothes, which are the mark of a human being. All 
animals should go naked.”

When Boxer heard this he fetched the small straw hat which he wore in summer to keep the flies 
out of his ears, and flung it on to the fire with the rest.

Excerpt from Animal Farm by George Orwell
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Answer the following questions:

1 What led to Mr Jones drinking more? 

2 What are two examples of Mr Jones’s neglect of the farm?

3 How were the animals able to get food on their own?

4 Why were Jones and his men surprised?

5 What kind of animal is Moses?

6 What was the first thing the animals did when they gained their freedom?

7 What does ‘wipe out the last traces’ mean in line 34?

8 Which phrase shows the animals’ excitement in lines 31–40?

9 Why did Boxer go to get his hat?
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Education UNIT 2 

REFLECTION

■ Create a caption for this picture. Explain your decision.
■ In groups or as a class, discuss the following questions:
 How has technology changed learning in the classroom?
 Should mobile phones be banned in the classroom?
 Do you think technology has had a negative or positive effect on students’ learning?
 How must education change to meet the needs created by the changes in society today?

16
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1 Early years education
In small groups, imagine that you have been asked to create a new school. What would the 
school buildings look like? What would you have children learn in elementary school, middle 
school and high school? Explain your decisions to the rest of the class.

First day of school: It’s the parents crying – not the children
Mothers and fathers dabbed their eyes as children 
got stuck into their school day

■■ Balbriggan’s Educate Together opened their doors for a 

new year of junior infants and there were tears and laughter 

as the new students grappled with the curriculum.

There [1] was / were tears and sniffles aplenty on the first 
day of school – but that [2] was / were just the parents. Most 
junior infants, well-versed to a world of pre-schools and 
childcare, eased into their new classrooms, oblivious to much 
of the fuss around them.

Parents dabbed their eyes and lingered at the door for a final 
glimpse of their little ones, before being gently reminded [3] 
with / by teachers to move on. That was the scene played out 
[4] in / at Balbriggan Educate Together National School in Co 
Dublin and repeated in many other primary schools as the 
new academic year got under way.

Sarah McCormack and Julie Kells admitted that most of the 
morning [5] had been / has been spent trying to hide their 
tears from their children who were both starting school today.

“I messaged Julie this morning saying, ‘[6] Are / Were you 
crying?’ And she replied ‘Yes: for the fifth time’,” she said.

“When they’re at home, you’re protecting them and now 
we’re sending them off into the world. You [7] will be / won’t 
be there for them. You hope they mix well and they listen to 
the teacher.”

Princess

Sarah’s daughter, Madison (4), meanwhile, bounced into 
class. She gave [8] the / a twirl as she showed off the princess 
dress she wanted to wear for [9] an / the occasion.

“She looks like she’s going to a wedding,” Ms McCormack 
laughed. “Tomorrow, she’ll be in leggings and a T-shirt.”

It was a morning of high emotion for Sorcha Maguire’s 
parents. She was born with Down Syndrome and congenital 
heart disease, [10] who / which required two open-heart 
surgeries when she was still an infant. 

“We weren’t sure we’d ever see this day,” said her mother, 
Collette Maguire. “Her cardiologist said at one point that it’s 
only her fight that’s keeping her alive… and it’s what has her 
here today. She wants to be [11] as / like everyone else.”

Sorcha, carrying her favourite Mr Tumble schoolbag, giggled 
and played with her older brother’s hair as she waited to 
enter her new classroom.

“[12] There’s been / It’s been lots of emotion and excitement 
at home this morning,” said Collette. “The school has been 
great and worked closely with us to make sure it all goes 
smoothly. She’s more than ready. She’s the [13] most / more 
sociable child. She’ll be an asset to the class and loves mixing 
with kids.”

Anna Alecsandrescu, originally from Romania, felt conflicted 
as she waved goodbye to her twin daughters, Jamine and 
Daphne.

“I’m a bit emotional, yes. But I’m happy [14] for / to see them 
in junior infants. I like this school and what it stands for.”

The twins played happily with colouring books as she left. 
Another parent, Alexander Kuksjonok, lingered by the door 
of the classroom to see how his daughter Alisa was faring 
without him. She sat colouring in a workbook, seemingly 
without [15] a / the care in the world.

“I’m happy to see that she looks happy,” he said.

Routine

The fact that parents are [16] more / most likely than pupils 
to break into tears these days is a change [17] which / who 
junior infants teacher Bronagh Lavin-Dixon has witnessed 
over recent years.

“The children [18] have / has nearly all been to pre-school 
before. They are used to the routine, to sitting down, to 
getting into a line, asking to go to the toilet which wasn’t 
the case, say, 10 years ago,” she said. “The separation  
[19] from / to parents can still be an issue and parents can 
help by showing there’s nothing to be scared of, that it is a 
safe space and they will be back.”

Balbriggan Educate Together, like many other schools 
around the country, has witnessed startling changes over 
the past decade. It opened in 2005, just when a crisis was 
blowing up in the town over a shortage [20] of / with 
school places for foreign nationals. Many non-Irish, who  
[21] found / find themselves frozen out of the education 
system, flocked to the new primary school, along with other 
multi-denominational schools built in the following years. 
School principal Fintan McCutcheon says local Irish families 
were initially reluctant to send their children [22] to / in the 
school.

“They were fearful of their children being in a minority. They 
were fearful [23] for / of low standards, such as whether not 
having English as a first language was a dominant thing in 
the classroom. They felt it was too much of a gamble.”
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Select the correct option for each of the 25 pairs of underlined words in the 
article. 

Based on the information given in the article, which statements are true and 
which are false?
1 Parents were allowed to spend the first day at school with their children to help them 

adjust.
2 Children today are better prepared for primary school because they have attended  

pre-schools.
3 One little girl wore a wedding dress to school.
4 The parents worry about how they will mix with others. 
5 Parents can help by showing there is nothing to be afraid of. 
6 Since 2005, the Balbriggan school has remained the only one of its kind.
7 Irish parents were hesitant to send their children to the Balbriggan school. 
8 The mix of students at the school reflects the area that surrounds the school.
9 The Balbriggan school is not as well resourced as other schools.

Match the quotation on the left with the person who said it on the right.

Quotation
1 “I like this school and what it stands for.” 
2 “We weren’t sure we’d ever see this day.”
3 “You hope they mix well and they listen  

to the teacher.”
4 “I’m happy to see that she looks happy.”
5 “They were fearful of low standards, such as  

whether not having English as a first language  
was a dominant thing in the classroom.  
They felt it was too much of a gamble.”

A

B

C

Person
a Alexander Kuksjonok
b Sarah McCormack
c Fintan McCutcheon
d Collette Maguire
e Anna Alecsandrescu
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McCutcheon. Today, the school has a mix of Irish and non-
Irish which reflects the community. It is also well-resourced 
and benefits from being part of the Deis scheme for 
disadvantaged schools.

“Our children want for nothing,” Mr McCutcheon said. 
“We are as well resourced a school as St Gerard’s in Bray, 
and that’s without taking any voluntary contributions. Our 
standardised attainment scores equate [25] with / to the 
most middle-class areas in Dublin or elsewhere... We’re 

hugely oversubscribed with 346 applications for 48 places 
this year.”

Meanwhile, it’s back to the job of settling in the newcomers: 
there are nerves to be soothed and worries to be addressed. 
He heads off, not to the classroom, but to a coffee morning 
upstairs for frazzled parents of junior infants.

“The first day of school is not quite as daunting as it used 
to be for children,” he said. “That said, there can still be the 
odd tear or two.”

Carl O’Brien
www.irishtimes.com/news/education/first-day-of-school-it-s-the-parents-crying-not-the-children-1.3203368
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A / an and the

• We use a when we are talking about one item, event or action:

 He bought a litre of milk.

• We use an when it precedes a word beginning with a vowel:

 An elephant likes to eat hay.

• We use a when it is the first time we mention something:

 A man approached me and asked me for directions.

• We use the after the first time we mention something:

 The man needed directions because he had never been to New York.

• We use the when referring to something specific:

 You will find an extra blanket in the closet.  

• We use the when we are familiar with the person, place or thing:

 The floor needs to be cleaned.

• We use the with the verb forms of go to:

 He went to the bank to deposit some money.

Grammar

Fill in the blanks with either a, an or the.

Last night, I went for [1]          walk. It was late and I couldn’t see [2]          fence they had put up 
around the park, so I walked right into it. I cut my arm and knew I had to see [3]          doctor.   
There was no one around to ask for help and I did not have [4]          phone. Luckily, I 
remembered that [5]          old friend of mine lived near [6]          park, and so I walked to his 
house. When I rang [7]          doorbell at his house, I heard [8]          dog barking inside. [9]          
dog’s voice sounded like it was from [10]          very large dog, but when my friend opened 
the door, he laughed and said he didn’t have [11]          dog. Instead of [12]          sound of [13]          
bell, [14]          doorbell made [15]          sound of [16]          dog barking.

Go to https://n.pr/1ZfIZzs and click ‘Play’. You are going to hear a radio 
broadcast on the importance of recess for young children. Listen to the report 
and answer the questions below.
1 Where is the elementary school that is being talked about in the report?
2 How often do kindergarteners and first graders get recess at Eagle Mountain 

Elementary School?

Identify who says which of the following statements.

Statement Debbie Ray Cathy Wells Bob Murray

1 We don’t need to control children.

2 They are sharpening pencils less.

3 Finnish children are healthier in many 
regards.

4 Some schools cut recess for more 
academic work.

5 Children are absorbing more 
information faster in the classroom.

6 Children are developing better socially 
and emotionally with longer recess.

7 Positive behaviour is also being 
worked on, in addition to recess.

D
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To what extent is Mandela’s statement below true?

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you  
can use to change the world.” Nelson Mandela

Why and how is education important? Make notes on your thoughts about 
this. Then, in groups of four or five, have a round-table discussion about the 
topic. Consider the following:

■ Pre-school and primary school education
■ High-school programmes
■ University education
■ Education outside the classroom
■ Preparation for the real world
■ Inequality in educational opportunities

Look again at the article on the first day of school. What do you notice about 
the way it was written? What is different about a newspaper article such as 
this one and another form of writing?

Imagine that you are a reporter for your school’s newspaper and you have 
been asked to write an article on the first day of school. Interview three or 
four people about their experiences on the first day at a new school. Use the 
information you gather to write your article. Take notes so that you can include 
quotations from the people you speak to. Remember:

■ Give the article a heading.
■ Start with a description of a scene then explain the topic of the article.
■ Use a mixture of quotations and explanation to develop the article’s ideas.
■ End the article with something that refers back to your beginning.

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent does emotion affect our ability to acquire knowledge?

Where do ‘personal knowledge’ and ‘shared knowledge’ overlap in schools?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
What type of ‘super project’ could a student organize with the primary section at his / her own 
school? What type of problems might children in that community face that older students could 
assist them with? 

F
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2 Language and education
1 Write the following words in your native language:

■ night
■ water
■ mother
■ home
■ family 

2 Share your words with other students and look for similarities and differences. Discuss why 
those similarities and differences might exist. What are other similarities and differences 
between your mother tongue and the English language?

Why learning a language is hard & how to make it easier

If you’re struggling to learn a new language, breathe, you’re 
not alone. Adults famously find language learning more 
difficult than children, whose super-flexible brains actually 
grow the connections necessary to learn an additional 
language.

But, why is it so hard to learn a foreign language, anyway? 
Put simply, it’s hard because it challenges both your mind 
(your brain has to construct new cognitive frameworks) and 
time (it requires sustained, consistent practice). But there’s 
more to it than that.

In this article we’ll explore three major factors that make 
language learning difficult – and give you six tips to make 
it that much easier; to put a little spring in your language 
learning step!

The brain itself

Have you ever wondered why some people sail through 
Spanish and others can barely mutter ‘hola’? Well, there is 
research which suggests that our own brain’s unique wiring 
can pre-determine language success. In a study conducted 
at McGill University, participants’ brains were scanned before 
and after undergoing an intensive 12-week French course. 
Researchers [1]          that stronger connections between 
brain centers involved in speaking and reading were seen 
in the better-performing participants. While this could [2]        
that some people are simply cognitively better equipped for 
language learning, it doesn’t mean that everyone shouldn’t 
try (and yes, it really is that good for you)!

[Example] 

After-work classes, studying abroad, apps, talking with 
your foreign partner, working overseas, taking an intensive 
language [3]          – there are so many ways to learn a 
language. However, it’s clear that because adults have to, you 
know, be adults, we simply can’t learn ‘implicitly’ as young 
children do, by following around a nurturing native speaker 
all day. Unfortunately, our more sophisticated grown-up 
brains [4]          in the way of learning.

As adults, we tend to learn by accumulating vocabulary, 
but often don’t know how each piece interacts to form 
grammatically correct language. Research from MIT even 
suggests that adults’ tendency to over-analyze hinders their 
ability to pick [5]          a foreign language’s subtle nuances, 
and that straining harder and harder will not result in better 
outcomes.

Voxy’s Katie Nielson blames this on the idea of ‘language 
as object’. ‘In history class, you start chronologically and 
you use dates in order of how things happened. That’s 
just not how language-learning works,’ she says. ‘You 
can’t memorize a bunch of words and rules and expect to 
speak the language. Then what you have is knowledge of 
“language as object”. You can describe the language, but 
you can’t use it.’

It’s better, she says, to consider the process ‘skill learning’ 
(something you do), rather than ‘object learning’ 
(something you know). The remedy? Lose the perfection. 
Get messy in your learning – whether via app, class or travel 
– be happy to make mistakes and realize that you will feel 
silly at times.

[A] 

We empathize! It’s not easy to learn a language vastly 
different than your own (think English speakers struggling 
with Korean, or a Thai native wrestling with Arabic). 
Interestingly, studies show that these difficulties are not 
due to personal aversions to challenge, but rather, to 
neurological preferences. Research at Donders Institute 
and Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics indicates that 
our brains are not indifferent to the similarities between 
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languages, and will reuse our native tongue’s grammar 
and characteristics to make sense of a similarly-structured 
foreign language. Professor of psycholinguistics Nuria 
Sagarra agrees that learners of vastly differing languages 
have a greater challenge ahead: ‘If your native language 
is more similar to the foreign language (e.g. your native 
language has rich morphology and you are learning a 
different rich morphology, such as a Russian learning 
Spanish), things will be easier.’

[B] 

While learning a language will never be 100 per cent easy – 
nothing truly worthwhile is – it can definitely be enjoyable 
and successful. So what can you do? Luckily, a lot!

[C] 

Why are you learning this language? For professional 
reasons? Pleasure? To communicate with family? With your 
goal in mind, actively search for opportunities to learn 
what you need and filter out what you don’t (for example, 
vocabulary for talking about your work is very different to 
that necessary to navigate North America on a road trip). 
Focusing on your overall learning goal will help you combat 
burnout when it comes.

[D] 

While our brains are no longer as flexible as kids’ are, we 
can be as curious as them! Immersion and play are key, and 
for adults excellent approaches are taking a class in your 
language (French cooking in French or salsa in Spanish) or 
going on a study abroad program that combines language 
learning with travel and cultural immersion.

[E] 

Already know one foreign language? Give yourself a head 
start by diving into a relatively (or very!) similar one  
(e.g., Portuguese / Spanish or Dutch / German or Norwegian / 
Swedish / Danish). Your previous learning experience will help 
you filter this new language more effectively.

[F] 

‘You need motivation to repeatedly seek out new language 
learning experiences, and motivation has been consistently 
tied to language learning success,’ says Angela Grant, 
from Pennsylvania State University. Find yours by buying 
your plane tickets right away, having a lovely notebook 
for class, exploring your city with a language exchange 
partner or making a ritual of doing your homework in a 
favorite coffee shop.

[G] 

Come face to face with new input as much as possible! 
Change the language on your social media accounts, 
computer and phone. Download movies, listen to music and 
podcasts; read novels, non-fiction and magazines; watch 
documentaries and cook from foreign recipes.

[H] 

Remember, you’re learning a skill, not an object. Relish the 
ridiculous moments, especially during the first months, and 
do not fear failure or embarrassment. Make peace with the 
fact that your accent isn’t perfect and you don’t understand 
everything. None of this matters in the long run. What 
matters is commitment!

Erin
www.ef.com/blog/language/why-learning-a-language-is-hard

The blog is separated into sections with subheadings. All of those headings 
have been removed, except for the first one, ‘The brain itself’. Use the titles 
below and match them to the section of the blog you feel is the best fit. 
The first one is done for you.

0 How we learn = Example
1 Know your goals and yourself
2 Two for one
3 Get surrounded
4 Realize that it’s messy
5 Similarities between languages
6 Tips to make your journey easier
7 Find child-like joy
8 Motivate yourself

A
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Individual words have been removed from sentences in paragraphs 4–6. 
Choose the correct word from the box below to insert into each  blank space. 
There are more words in the box than necessary to complete the exercise.

a course

b say

c on

d found

e get

f mean

g teacher

h up

i become

j saw

Answer the following questions about the article:
1 Why does the writer say ‘breathe’ in line 1?

a To explain their nervousness
b To ease people’s fears
c To make people read on
d To try to be funny

2 Why is it easier for children than adults to learn a language?
a Because they can follow around native speakers all day
b Because they use the language when they play
c Because their brains are different
d Because they have more of a need to learn a language

3 What are two reasons it is difficult to learn a language as an adult?
a Your mind and time
b Your mind and money
c Your native language and grammar
d Your native language and travel

4 Why is it easier to learn a language similar to your mother tongue?
a Because you can empathize
b Because of research done at the Donders Institute
c Because our brains are different
d Because of a similar language structure

5 What does ‘filter out’ mean in the paragraph headed ‘C’?
a Eliminate
b Exit
c Create
d Hesitate

Read the completed sentences below, and 
then use the information given to rewrite 
each set into one sentence where you use the 
comparative form -er or more. For example:

Jack can run a mile in 6 minutes and 4 seconds. Ron 
can run a mile in 5 minutes and 53 seconds.

Ron is faster than Jack.
1 I tied the boat tightly to the dock, but the 

captain said it was not tight enough.
 The captain wanted me to…
2 Some people find chess boring. They prefer 

playing cards.
 Some people…

B

C

D

Comparatives with -er or more

When we want to compare two things, in general we 
add -er to a short word of one syllable and we use more 
for words with two or more syllables, for example:

-er

fast – faster

kind – kinder

big – bigger

Grammar

more

slowly – more slowly

interesting – more interesting

enjoyable – more enjoyable
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3 On Wednesday, the weather was not nice. On Thursday, it was very nice.
 The weather…
4 My maths exam was difficult and my French exam was easy.
 My maths exam…
5 Pizza delivery is slow. It takes 45 minutes for them to deliver a pizza when I can pick it 

up in 20 minutes.
 It is…

‘Spoken word’ poetry is an oral reading of a poem, where emphasis is 
placed on word play, intonation and use of voice. It can become more of a 
dramatic reading, or a performance. In the 1980s, spoken word poetry grew 
in popularity with the founding of ‘poetry slams’. Poetry slams are open 
competitions of dramatic readings of poems where people compete for the 
best reading of a poem. Listen to Taylor Mali’s well-known spoken word poem 
‘What Teachers Make’. Mali is a former middle school teacher who wrote the 
poem in response to a comment he heard at a dinner party where someone 
repeated an old cliché: ‘Those who can, do; those who can’t, teach.’

Listen to the poem at https://youtu.be/RGKm201n-U4 and then answer the 
questions that follow.
1 What does Taylor Mali mean when he says ‘I decide to bite my tongue’?

a Not to become a lawyer
b Not to eat any more
c Not say anything in response
d Not to continue being a teacher

2 When the lawyer asks Taylor ‘What do you make?’, what does he mean?
a How much money do you make?
b How much of a difference do you make?
c How do you make students learn?
d What do you make of my job?

3 When Taylor says he can make ‘an A– feel like a slap in the face’, what does he want 
from his students?
a He wants them to behave
b He wants them not to like him
c He wants them to be honest
d He wants them to feel they can do better

4 Why does he say he makes students ‘apologize and mean it’?
a Students are often mean
b Students often criticize others
c Students sometimes apologize and don’t mean it
d Students would rather say it than write it

5 What does he mean when he says ‘Let me break it down for you’?
a That the educational system is broken
b That he wants to say it simply
c He wants everyone to make a difference
d That he is frustrated

Work with a partner to create a dialogue where one person interviews the 
other about one of the following topics:

■ The importance of learning other languages
■ The difficulties of learning another language
■ The importance of one’s language to his / her culture
■ The power of words
■ Tips and tricks to learning a language

E

F

24

Th
em

e 
1 

So
ci

al
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

9781510446571.indb   24 10/31/18   4:51 AM



Draft content - not yet finalised

Choose one of the following writing exercises:
1 Write a blog for people who want to learn English.

■ Create an introduction on the importance of learning English.
■ Write four headings that highlight important points to consider when learning a 

language.
■ Finish with a small paragraph offering encouragement.

2 Write and deliver a spoken word poem on one of the following:
■ The importance of school for everyone
■ Racism in school
■ Bullying in school
■ The importance of a good teacher
■ The importance of a good subject
■ The difficulty, or beauty, of a particular subject
■ The importance of working together
■ What learning means

 You could follow Taylor Mali’s structure, where you begin with what someone has said 
about the topic, and then your response. Think of the following questions about your 
chosen topic to generate ideas:

 Why is this important?
 What are good examples of this topic?
 What creates problems?
 How can we solve them? 
 What are the key words related to this topic?
 Remember to write it like a poem, with lines and stanzas, and possibly rhyme, but 

also think about how you would read it; which words you would emphasize and 
where you would pause.

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent does language shape our reasoning?

To what extent does language create bias?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
Is there a group of people in the city or town where you live that you and other students 
could go to and help them learn English?

Are there opportunities for groups of people to come to your school and engage in or 
observe activities or performances that they would enjoy and would enable them to enhance 
their English?

How could social media or technology be used in your school to help people learn English?

G
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J.K. Rowling’s Harvard commencement speech
1 President Faust, members of the Harvard Corporation 

and the Board of Overseers, members of the faculty, 
proud parents, and, above all, graduates.

2 The first thing I would like to say is ‘thank you.’ Not 
only has Harvard given me an extraordinary honour, 
but the weeks of fear and nausea I have endured at 
the thought of giving this commencement address 
have made me lose weight. A win–win situation! Now 
all I have to do is take deep breaths, squint at the red 
banners and convince myself that I am at the world’s 
largest Gryffindor reunion.

3 Delivering a commencement address is a great 
responsibility; or so I thought until I cast my mind back 
to my own graduation. The commencement speaker 
that day was the distinguished British philosopher 
Baroness Mary Warnock. Reflecting on her speech has 
helped me enormously in writing this one, because it 
turns out that I can’t remember a single word she said. 
This liberating discovery enables me to proceed without 
any fear that I might inadvertently influence you to 
abandon promising careers in business, the law or 
politics for the giddy delights of becoming a gay wizard.

4 You see? If all you remember in years to come is the 
‘gay wizard’ joke, I’ve come out ahead of Baroness 
Mary Warnock. Achievable goals: the first step to self 
improvement.

5 Actually, I have wracked my mind and heart for what I 
[1]          to say to you today. I have asked myself what 
I [2]          I had known at my own graduation, and 
what important lessons I have learned in the 21 years 
that have expired [3]          that day and this.

6 I have come up with two answers. On this wonderful 
day when we are [4]          together to celebrate your 
academic success, I [5]          decided to talk to you 
about the benefits of failure. And as you stand on the 
threshold of what is sometimes called ‘real life’, I want 
to extol the crucial importance of imagination.

7 These may seem quixotic or paradoxical choices, but 
please bear with me.

8 Looking back at the 21-year-old that I was at 
graduation, is a slightly uncomfortable experience for 
the 42-year-old that she has become. Half my lifetime 
ago, I was striking an uneasy balance between the 
ambition I had for myself, and what those closest to 
me expected of me.

9 I was convinced that the only thing I wanted to do, 
ever, was to write novels. However, my parents, both 

of whom came from impoverished backgrounds 
and neither of whom had been to college, took the 
view that my overactive imagination was an amusing 
personal quirk that would never pay a mortgage, or 
secure a pension. I know that the irony strikes with the 
force of a cartoon anvil, now.

10 So they hoped that I would take a vocational degree; 
I wanted to study English Literature. A compromise 
was reached that in retrospect satisfied nobody, and 
I went up to study Modern Languages. Hardly had 
my parents’ car rounded the corner at the end of the 
road than I ditched German and scuttled off down the 
Classics corridor.

*************************************************

11 Ultimately, we all have to decide for ourselves what 
constitutes failure, but the world is quite eager to give 
you a set of criteria if you let it. So I think it fair to say 
that by any conventional measure, a mere seven years 
after my graduation day, I had failed on an epic scale. 
An exceptionally short-lived marriage had imploded, 
and I was jobless, a lone parent, and as poor as it 
is possible to be in modern Britain, without being 
homeless. The fears that my parents had had for me, 
and that I had had for myself, had both come to pass, 
and by every usual standard, I was the biggest failure I 
knew.

12 Now, I am not going to stand here and tell you that 
failure is fun. That period of my life was a dark one, 
and I had no idea that there was going to be what 
the press has since represented as a kind of fairy tale 
resolution. I had no idea then how far the tunnel 
extended, and for a long time, any light at the end of 
it was a hope rather than a reality.

13 So why do I talk about the benefits of failure? 
Simply because failure meant a stripping away of 
the inessential. I stopped pretending to myself 
that I was anything other than what I was, and 
began to direct all my energy into finishing the only 
work that mattered to me. Had I really succeeded 
at anything else, I might never have found the 
determination to succeed in the one arena I 
believed I truly belonged. I was set free, because 
my greatest fear had been realised, and I was still 
alive, and I still had a daughter whom I adored, and 
I had an old typewriter and a big idea. And so rock 
bottom became the solid foundation on which I 
rebuilt my life.

*************************************************

3 Graduation
Why do you think students graduating from certain schools wear caps and gowns? How are 
graduation ceremonies different in different countries? Look up the reasons behind one of these 
traditions and share them with the class.
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Some of the following words have been removed from the text. Choose the 
word that best fits each blank space (1–5), both in meaning and grammatically.

a had

b between

c gathered

d have

e also

f probably

g wish

h for

i ought

j between

Answer the following questions:
1 Why does J.K. Rowling say it’s a ‘win–win situation’ in the second paragraph?
2 How did Baroness Mary Warnock’s speech help J.K. Rowling’s?
3 Which word in paragraph 4 or 5 means ‘searched’?
4 Which word in paragraph 7 or 8 is closest in meaning to ‘goals’?
5 How did failure actually help J.K. Rowling?

Match each beginning of a sentence on the left with the correct ending on 
the right.
1 One of the many things I learned at the 

end of that Classics corridor…
2 At our graduation we were…
3 I hope that even if you remember not a 

single word of mine…
4 The great majority of you belong to…
5 We carry all the power we need…
6 The friends with whom I sat on 

graduation day…

A

B

C

a inside ourselves already. 
b the world’s only remaining superpower.
c that achievements are often unreal.
d our children’s godparents.
e have been my friends for life.
f people who touch others’ lives.
g was written by the Greek author Plutarch.
h bound by enormous affection.
i to make magic to change the world. 
j you remember those of Seneca.
k you will live very good lives.

14 One of the many things I learned at the end of that 
Classics corridor down which I ventured at the age of 
18, in search of something I could not then define, 
was this, written by the Greek author Plutarch: What 
we achieve inwardly will change outer reality.

15 That is an astonishing statement and yet proven a 
thousand times every day of our lives. It expresses, in part, 
our inescapable connection with the outside world, the 
fact that we touch other people’s lives simply by existing.

16 But how much more are you, Harvard graduates 
of 2008, likely to touch other people’s lives? Your 
intelligence, your capacity for hard work, the 
education you have earned and received, give you 
unique status, and unique responsibilities. Even your 
nationality sets you apart. The great majority of you 
belong to the world’s only remaining superpower. The 
way you vote, the way you live, the way you protest, 
the pressure you bring to bear on your government, 
has an impact way beyond your borders. That is your 
privilege, and your burden.

17 If you choose to use your status and influence to raise 
your voice on behalf of those who have no voice; if 
you choose to identify not only with the powerful, but 
with the powerless; if you retain the ability to imagine 
yourself into the lives of those who do not have 
your advantages, then it will not only be your proud 
families who celebrate your existence, but thousands 
and millions of people whose reality you have helped 

change. We do not need magic to change the world, 
we carry all the power we need inside ourselves 
already: we have the power to imagine better.

18 I am nearly finished. I have one last hope for you, 
which is something that I already had at 21. The 
friends with whom I sat on graduation day have 
been my friends for life. They are my children’s 
godparents, the people to whom I’ve been able to 
turn in times of trouble, people who have been kind 
enough not to sue me when I took their names for 
Death Eaters. At our graduation we were bound by 
enormous affection, by our shared experience of a 
time that could never come again, and, of course, by 
the knowledge that we held certain photographic 
evidence that would be exceptionally valuable if any of 
us ran for Prime Minister.

19 So today, I wish you nothing better than similar 
friendships. And tomorrow, I hope that even if you 
remember not a single word of mine, you remember 
those of Seneca, another of those old Romans I met 
when I fled down the Classics corridor, in retreat from 
career ladders, in search of ancient wisdom:

20 As is a tale, so is life: not how long it is, but how good 
it is, is what matters.

21 I wish you all very good lives.

22 Thank you very much.
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Write three of your own sentences where you practise parallel structure. Write 
one sentence similar to each of the examples above: one with a list of actions, 
one that includes comparison and one that uses one of the linking words listed 
above. 

Listen to Larissa Martinez’s 2016 high-school graduation speech at https://
youtu.be/k2rNCD2e1P8, from 2:43 to 6:00, and say which statements are true 
and which are false:
1 The speaker now lives outside the United States. 
2 She was born in McKinney.
3 She took care of her sister at a young age.
4 She had a washing machine and the internet, just like other children. 
5 Her father was abusive.
6 Most people don’t want to keep their struggles behind closed doors. 
7 Her intelligence was questioned.
8 She is not a legal American citizen.
9 Her family became wealthy in the United States.
10 She talks about expectations and reality.

In groups of two or three, identify a video of a speech that you find impressive 
and prepare to analyse it for the class.
1 Before showing it to the class, explain what they are about to see and why it is 

impressive.
2 Show the speech to the class.
3 After viewing the speech, have each student in the group explain one or two 

important speaking techniques used, such as structure, word choice, body language, 
anecdote, direct address, repetition and / or rhetorical questions.

D

E

F

Parallelism

Parallelism is used to balance the structure of a sentence so that pairs or groups of words are 
written in a similar form.

Parallelism is used in a list or a series:

• Incorrect: Sofia likes to ride a bike, play the piano and talking to her friends.

 The verbs have to follow the same pattern: to ride … play … and talk.

• Correct: Sofia likes to ride a bike, play the piano and talk to her friends.

Parallelism is also used when things are compared:

• Incorrect: He is more interested in acting in a play than he is to play basketball.

• Correct: He is more interested in acting in a play than he is in playing basketball.

Parallelism is used with linking words that connect two ideas, such as: not only … but also; 
Although…; Even though…; and Despite the fact that….

• Incorrect: Margaret not only sings in a choir, but she is also organizing two after-school clubs. 

• Correct: Margaret not only sings in a choir, but she also organizes two after-school clubs.

Grammar
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Imagine you are graduating from high school and you have been asked to give 
the graduation speech. Write your speech. Remember:

■ Address the audience.
■ Refer to the moments that were important.
■ Tell a short story.
■ Ask a question or two.
■ Mention what you hope for everyone for the future.

 ■ TOK Links
From the speeches of J.K. Rowling and Larissa Martinez, what can be considered 
‘shared knowledge’ and ‘personal knowledge’?

How can imagination play a role in our acquisition or transmission of knowledge?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
Create a video, a website, posters or a podcast on the truths / myths about immigration, and 
share it with the school community.

G
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 ■ Literature 

4 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American slave
Frederick Douglass was a former slave who lived from 1818 to 1895. He was born into slavery in the 
United States, and at a very young age he learned the importance of reading. His slave owners would 
not let him learn how to read because they did not want him to become educated and to demand his 
freedom. So, young Frederick found a way to get other young white boys to teach him to read, which is 
described in this extract. Douglas escaped from his slave owners and moved to the north of the United 
States, where he became a spokesperson against slavery. He wrote a memoir of his life, called the 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, which was published in 1845. The following is an excerpt 
from that memoir.

My mistress was, as I have said, a kind and tender-hearted woman; and in the simplicity of her 
soul she commenced, [1]          I first went to live with her, to treat me as she supposed one human 
being ought to treat another. In entering upon the duties of a slaveholder, she did not seem to 
perceive that I sustained to her the relation of a mere chattel, and that [2]          her to treat me as 
a human being was not only wrong, but dangerously so. Slavery proved [3]          injurious to her 
as it did to me. When I went there, she was a pious, warm, and tender-hearted woman. There was 
no sorrow or [4]          for which she had not a tear. She had bread for the hungry, clothes for the 
naked, and comfort for every mourner that came within her reach. Slavery soon proved its ability 
to divest her of these heavenly qualities. Under its influence, the tender heart [5]          stone, and 
the lamblike disposition gave way to one of tiger-like fierceness. The first step in her downward 
course was in her ceasing to instruct me. She now commenced to practise her husband’s precepts. 
She finally became even more violent in her opposition than her husband himself. She was not 
satisfied with simply doing as well as he had commanded; she seemed anxious to do better. 
Nothing seemed to make her more angry than to see me with a newspaper. She seemed to think 
that here lay the danger. I have had her rush at me with a face made all up of fury, and snatch 
from me a newspaper, in a manner that fully revealed her apprehension. She was an apt woman; 
and a little experience soon demonstrated, to her satisfaction, that education and slavery were 
incompatible with each other. From this time I was most narrowly watched. If I was in a separate 
room any considerable length of time, I was sure to be suspected of having a book, and was at once 
called to give an account of myself. All this, however, was too late. The first step had been taken. 
Mistress, in teaching me the alphabet, had given me the inch, and no precaution could prevent 
me from taking the ell. The plan which I adopted, and the one by which I was most successful, was 
that of making friends of all the little white boys whom I met in the street. As many of these as I 
could, I converted into teachers. With their kindly aid, obtained at different times and in different 
places, I finally succeeded in learning to read. When I was sent of errands, I always took my book 
with me, and by going one part of my errand quickly, I found time to get a lesson before my return. 
I used also to carry bread with me, enough of which was always in the house, and to which I was 
always welcome; for I was much better off in this regard than many of the poor white children 
in our neighborhood. This bread I used to bestow upon the hungry little urchins, who, in return, 
would give me that more valuable bread of knowledge. I am strongly tempted to give the names 
of two or three of those little boys, as a testimonial of the gratitude and affection I bear them; 
but prudence forbids;—not that it would injure me, but it might embarrass them; for it is almost 
an unpardonable offence to teach slaves to read in this Christian country. It is enough to say of the 
dear little fellows, that they lived on Philpot Street, very near Durgin and Bailey’s shipyard. I used 
to talk this matter of slavery over with them. I would sometimes say to them, I wished I could be 
as free as they would be when they got to be men. “You will be free as soon as you are twenty-
one, but I am a slave for life! Have not I as good a right to be free as you have?” These words used 
to trouble them; they would express for me the liveliest sympathy, and console me with the hope 
that something would occur by which I might be free. I was now about twelve years old, and the 
thought of being a slave for life began to bear heavily upon my heart.

Excerpt from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American slave by Frederick Douglass
www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Douglass/Narrative/Douglass_Narrative.pdf
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Select the right answer to each of the following questions:

1 How did the mistress change from when the narrator first went to live with her?

a She changed from being kind to being aggressive

b She changed from giving clothes to the poor to taking them away

c She changed from listening to her husband to disobeying him

d She changed from treating the narrator as a slave to treating him as a human being

2 Why did the mistress not want the narrator to read the newspaper?

a Because the news stories made her angry

b Because the news stories were all about slavery

c Because she did not want him educated

d Because she did not want him to avoid his work

3 How did the narrator learn to read?

a His mistress taught him

b He learned from boys on the street

c He taught himself

d He learned from his teachers at school

4 Why did the white boys want the narrator’s bread?

a They did not want slaves to have bread

b They preferred bread to reading

c They were embarrassed by where they lived

d They were poor and hungry

5 How did the white boys react to the narrator’s thoughts about him never being free?

a They were heavy-hearted

b They were annoyed

c They were sympathetic

d They were pessimistic

Use the words in the box to fill in the missing words for numbers 1–5 in lines 1–10.

a however

b as

c to

d when

e just

f was

g terror

h for

i became

j suffering

Answer the following questions:

1 Which word in lines 10–15 means ‘teach’?

2 Which word in lines 16–19 means ‘grabbed’?

3 Which phrase in lines 20–25 most nearly means ‘explain’?

4 To what is the narrator referring when he says the ‘bread of knowledge’ (line 31)?

5 What idea is the writer referring to when he says ‘bear heavily upon my heart’ (last line)?

A

B

C
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Law and order UNIT 3 

REFLECTION

Above are seven screenshots from the 1963 film Charade.
■ Look at each of the first three pictures. What do you think the filmmaker was trying to 

communicate with each image? Why do you think this?
■ Look at images 4–7. With a partner, use these shots to imagine the story of the film. Tell 

your story to the class.
■ With a partner, discuss the following questions:
 Why do people commit crimes?
 What are the best ways to reduce crime?
 How and why are innocent people sometimes imprisoned?
 When and why should laws change?
 Why do people seem so fascinated with films or series about crime, police work or 

lawyers?
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1 Crime
If you had to create a graph, with crime on one side and a factor influencing crime on the other, 
what would that other factor be? Draw the graph where you depict the relationship of that factor 
to crime over a certain period of time, in a particular country. Do not look up real facts. Draw 
the graph based on what you imagine to be true. When you are finished, you can look up the 
true facts and see how close you were to the truth. Share your discovery with the class.

America doesn’t have more crime than other rich countries. It just has more guns.
Sunday’s shooting in Texas, like so many mass murders 
before it, seems likely to raise a debate we’ve had many 
times before: Why does the US have such a high [1] rate of 
gun murders, by far the highest in the developed world? 
Is it because of guns, or is there something else going on? 
Maybe America is just more prone to crime, say, because of 
income inequality or cultural differences?

A landmark 1997 study actually tried to answer this question. 
Its findings – which [2] scholars say still hold up – are that 
America doesn’t really have a significantly higher rate of crime 
compared to similar countries. But that crime is much likelier 
to be [3] lethal: American criminals just kill more people than 
do their counterparts in other developed countries. And guns 
appear to be a big part of what makes this difference.

Crime is not the problem
Homicides by firearm per 1 million people
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The seminal work here is a 1999 book by Berkeley’s Franklin 
Zimring and Gordon Hawkins, called Crime Is Not the 
Problem. Zimring and Hawkins set out to examine what was, 
at the time, the conventional wisdom: that America had a 
uniquely terrible crime problem, one without any parallel in 
other developed democracies.

They found, pretty definitively, that the conventional wisdom 
was wrong. “Rates of common property crimes in the United 
States are comparable to those reported in many other 
Western industrial nations, but rates of lethal violence in the 
United States are much higher,” they write. “Violence is not a 
crime problem.”

Zimring and Hawkins determined this by looking at 20 
developed countries’ overall crime rates and rates of violent 

death. They found virtually no connection between the 
two, indicating that a country’s level of violent death wasn’t 
determined by its overall crime levels.

The lowest death rate country (England) has a crime rate just 
over average. The next lowest violence nation is Japan, which 
has the lowest crime rate also. The third lowest death rate 
country is the Netherlands, in the highest crime rate group.

“This data set provides a multinational example of the central 
point that lethal violence is the [4] crucial problem in the 
United States,” Zimring and Hawkins write. “It shows the 
United States clustered with other industrial countries in crime 
rate, but head and shoulders above the rest in violent death.”

Why does this happen? It’s not because, as you might think, 
American violent criminals are just more likely to kill people. 
“Only a minority of Los Angeles homicides grow out of 
criminal encounters like [5] robbery and rape,” they find 
(there’s no reason to believe the pattern would differ in other 
cities). So even if it could be shown that American robbery 
and rape rates are across-the-board higher than those in 
similar countries (which doesn’t appear true today), that still 
wouldn’t explain why America has so many more  
[6] homicides than other countries.

Again, Zimring and Hawkins’s LA data was revealing. 
“A far greater proportion of Los Angeles homicides grow 
out of arguments and other social encounters between 
acquaintances [than robbery or rape],” they find.

This is where guns enter the story. The mere presence 
of firearms, according to Zimring and Hawkins, makes a 
merely tense situation more likely to turn deadly. When 
a gang member argues with another gang member, or a 
robber sticks up a liquor store, there’s always a risk that the 
situation can [7] escalate to some kind of violence. But when 
people have a handheld tool that is specially engineered for 
killing efficiently, escalation to murder becomes much, much 
more likely.

And indeed, that’s what Zimring and Hawkins’s data found.

“A series of specific comparisons of the death rates from 
property crime and [8] assault in New York City and 
London show how enormous differences in death risk can 
be explained even while general patterns are similar,” they 
explain. “A preference for crimes of personal force and the 
willingness and ability to use guns in robbery make similar 
levels of property crime fifty-four times as deadly in New 
York City as in London.”

Guns, not criminality per se, are the problem.
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Guns are still the problem today
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■■ Countries with more guns have more gun deaths

In a 2015 email to Vox, Zimring contended that Crime Is 
Not the Problem’s core argument remains true despite a 
significant international drop in overall crime rates since the 
book was published.

“There has been quite a bit of work on these issues in the 
18 year[s] since the book was published,” he wrote, “and it 
confirms the basic argument rather powerfully.”

The data seems to support this. “Robbery and assault 
rates … reveal several Western nations that rival the 
United States,” a 2011 review found. “While the level of 
lethal violence in the United States is probably the highest 
in the Western world, it is hard to make the case for US 
exceptionalism when it comes to non-lethal violence.”

Harold Pollack, co-director of the University of Chicago’s 
Crime Lab, called Zimring and Hawkins’s book “an excellent 

source.” In a 2015 phone interview, he pointed to a number 
of more recent studies that fit the pattern it identified.

“There’s no question the United States faces a number of 
distinctive social policy challenges, some of which affect the 
crime rate. But many other OECD countries face their own 
distinctive problems that affect their crime rate,” he told me.

Western Europe, for example, has a major problem with drug 
use. Canadian cities have “very high” rates of property crime 
like car theft. And yet, the US still stands out on murders.

“I think that Americans have this view of Western Europe, or 
Toronto for that matter, which is very [9] stereotypical and 
doesn’t take into account the challenges that many of peer 
industrial democracy problems face,” he points out. “There’s 
a lot of drug sale, a lot of ethnic stratification and conflict, 
there’s a lot of just general crime.”
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The words on the left are highlighted in the text. Match those words with the 
word closest in meaning on the right.
1 rate
2 scholars
3 lethal
4 crucial
5 robbery
6 homicides
7 escalate
8 assault
9 stereotypical
10 regulated

a important
b deaths
c increase
d generalized
e controlled
f amount
g attack
h theft
i deadly
j experts

Where can the following information be found? Select the correct source for 
each statement.

Information The 1997 study
Zimring and 
Hawkins’s book

Zimring’s email 
to Vox Harold Pollack

1 20 countries were studied and no 
correlation was found between crime 
rate and violent deaths.

2 Deaths would decrease if the United 
States had similar gun regulations to 
England.

3 American criminals kill more people 
than criminals in other countries.

4 18 years of research confirms the 
theory that guns are the problem.

5 America’s crime rate isn’t higher than 
other countries’.

6 Western Europe has similar social 
problems to the United States. 

7 More murders in American cities arise 
out of arguments than violent crime.

8 There are more deaths from similar 
crimes in New York than in London. 

9 Canada has a higher death rate due 
to firearms than the Netherlands. 

A

B

Pollack also shared Zimring and Hawkins’s theory of the 
ease with which guns escalate conflict to violence, and thus 
heighten homicide rates.

“Some of the behaviors that we think of as fundamentally 
linked with violence may stay quite steady as the violence 
rate goes down, as you get a better handle on the gun 
issue,” he explained.

New York’s recent tightening enforcement of gun laws serves 
as a good example. According to Pollack, New York didn’t 

effectively reduce its heroin use rate or solve underlying 
problems such as poverty – the things that gun rights 
advocates often claim actually contribute to gun violence. But 
New York did tighten gun restrictions, which coincided with 
less violence.

“The proliferation of off-the-shelf handguns is really our 
problem,” Pollack says. “If we [10] regulated guns the way 
that England regulates guns, we would certainly have a much 
lower homicide rate.”

www.vox.com/2015/8/27/9217163/america-guns-europe
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Direct and indirect (or reported) speech

• When dialogue is written, or a journalist quotes someone, the speaker’s words are put in 
quotation marks (‘…’ or “…”) and it is noted who said it. For example:

 ‘I saw a man wearing a green hat enter the building,’ the witness said.

 Notice there is a comma inside the quotation mark, before ‘the witness said’. You always use a 
comma before indicating who spoke.

• Indirect, or reported, speech is when someone retells, or reports, what was said. For example:

 The witness said that he saw a man wearing a green hat enter the building.

 Often this form begins with a structure like ‘He said that…’.

• Note that when someone speaks in the present tense in a quotation, the verb of the reported 
speech is changed to the past tense. Reported speech is always in the past tense. For example:

 Direct speech: ‘I’m going to the cinema,’ she said.

 Reported speech: She said that she was going to the cinema.

Grammar

Change the following examples of direct speech into reported speech.
1 ‘I want to improve my English,’ Alya said.
2 ‘We will clean our rooms,’ the children said.
3 ‘Vijay is a close friend of mine,’ Asha said.
4 ‘That couch is expensive and I don’t have enough money to buy it,’ he said.
5 ‘John and Carol are going to adopt a child,’ she said.

Go to https://n.pr/2FUodlx and press ‘Play’. You will hear an interview with 
Patrick Sharkey, who has written a book on the decline of violence in American 
cities. Listen to the interview and answer the questions below.

Complete the following gaps. You will need no more than three words for 
each gap.
1 Chicago had a           last year to 650 homicides.
2 Sharkey says the country saw violence as a           and began to mobilize.
3 More police is a reason crime fell but it also brought some of          .
4 Sharkey has looked at how changes in population have affected          .
5 Poor families in Cleveland, Detroit and Baltimore are           because of increased rents.

Answer the following questions:
6 When did crime start falling in the United States, according to Sharkey? 
7 What, does the presenter suggest, might ‘push out’ poor families from certain city 

neighbourhoods? 
8 According to Sharkey, 25 years ago what was the biggest problem in cities, aside from 

violence? 
9 What are two effects of lower homicide rates in big cities?

C

D

36

Th
em

e 
1 

So
ci

al
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

9781510446571.indb   36 10/31/18   4:51 AM



Draft content - not yet finalised

In small groups, conduct a debate on one of the following statements:

■ ‘Guns don’t kill, people do.’
■ ‘The possession of a firearm is a person’s right.’
■ ‘All guns should be illegal in the United States.’
■ ‘Racial profiling is unethical.’
■ ‘The pursuit of justice is more often racist, than not.’

Do some research on the topic. Give each group member a role:

■ One member introduces the topic and explains the group’s position on it. That same 
person can also give the concluding remarks.

■ Each group member takes a turn giving one point with one supporting example.

There can be organized time for rebuttal from both sides, but each student 
should be able to present his / her prepared points.

Write an opinion piece for the school newspaper on crime, guns or violence.

■ Begin with a short story, an interesting quotation or a question, to grab the reader’s 
attention.

■ Continue by giving your argument, point by point.
■ Include quotations or statistics to support your argument.
■ Include the opposing point of view and give your response to it.
■ End with a memorable sentence or quotation that might be connected to how you 

began the opinion piece (that is, your opening quotation, question or story).

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent can the human sciences increase our knowledge?

To what extent is our perception biased?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
Create a club at your school where you raise awareness about violence or crime in the local or 
global community.

E

F
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2 Discrimination and the law
Discuss the following questions as a class:
1 Why were people discriminated against in the past in certain countries?
2 What did people do to fight against that discrimination?
3 How are people still discriminated against today?
4 What can be done to fight this form of discrimination?

Screenplay of 12 Angry Men
Below is an excerpt from the screenplay for the film 12 Angry Men. The scene describes a discussion 
between jury members of a murder trial. None of the members of the jury have names. Instead, they 
are called No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, and so on.

FOREMAN

All right. Now, you gentlemen can handle 
this any way you want to. I mean, I’m not 
going to make any rules. If we want to 
discuss it first and then vote, that’s one way. 
Or we can vote right now to see how we 
stand.

NO.7

Let’s vote now. Who knows, [1]           we can 
all go home.

NO. 10

Yeah. Let’s see who’s where.

NO. 3

Right. Let’s vote now.

FOREMAN

Anybody doesn’t want to vote?

(He looks around the table. There is no 
answer.)

Okay, all those voting guilty [2]         your 
hands.

[Seven or eight hands go up immediately. 
Several others go up more slowly. Everyone 
looks around the table.]

[There are two hands not raised, NO. 9’s and 
NO. 8’s. NO. 9’s hand goes up slowly now as 
the foreman counts.]

FOREMAN

Nine... ten... eleven... That’s eleven for 
guilty. Okay. Not guilty?

(NO. 8’s hand is raised.)

One. Right. Okay. Eleven to one, guilty. Now 
we know where we are.

NO. 3

(Sarcastically)

Somebody’s in left field.

(To NO. 8)

You think he’s not guilty?

NO. 8

(Quietly)

I don’t know.

NO. 3

I never saw a guiltier man in my life. You sat 
right in court and heard the same thing I did. 
The man’s a dangerous killer. You could see 
it.

NO. 8

He’s nineteen years old.

NO. 3

That’s old enough. He knifed his own father, 
four inches into the chest. An innocent little 
nineteen-year old kid. They proved it a dozen 
different ways. Do you want me to list them?

NO. 8

No.

NO. 10

(To NO. 8)

Well, do you [3]         his story?

NO. 8

I don’t know whether I believe it or not. 
Maybe I don’t.

NO. 7

So what’d you vote not [4]          for?
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NO. 8

There were eleven votes for guilty. It’s not so 
easy for me to raise my hand and send a boy 
off to die without talking about it first.

NO. 7

Who says it’s easy for [5]          ?

NO. 8

No one.

NO. 7

What, just because I voted fast? I think the 
guy’s guilty. You [6]           change my mind if 
you talked for a hundred years.

NO. 8

I don’t want to change your mind. I just want 
to talk for a while. Look, this boy’s been 
kicked around all his life. You know, living in 
a slum, his mother dead since he was nine. 
That’s not a very good head start. He’s a 
tough, angry kid. You know why slum kids 
get that way? Because we knock ’em on the 
head once a day, [7]           day. I think maybe 
we owe him a few words. That’s all.

[He looks around the table. Some of them 
look back coldly. Some cannot look at him. 
Only NO. 9 nods slowly. NO. 12 doodles 
steadily. NO. 4 begins to comb his hair.]

NO. 10

I don’t mind telling you this, mister. We don’t 
owe him a [8]          . He got a fair trial, didn’t 
he? You know what that trial cost? He’s 
lucky he got it. Look, we’re all grown-ups 
here. You’re not going to tell us that we’re 
supposed to believe him, knowing what he is. 

I’ve lived among ’em all my life. You can’t 
believe a [9]          they say. You know that.

NO. 9

(To NO. 10 very slowly)

I don’t know that. What a terrible thing for 
a man to believe! Since when is dishonesty a 
group characteristic? You have no monopoly 
on the truth.

NO. 3

(Interrupting)

All right. It’s not Sunday. We don’t need a 
sermon.

NO. 9

What this man says is very dangerous.

[NO. 8 puts his hand on NO. 9’s arm and 
stops him. Somehow this touch and his 
gentle expression calm the old man. He 
draws a deep breath and relaxes.]

NO.4

I don’t see any need for arguing like this. 
I think we ought to be able to behave like 
gentlemen.

NO.7

Right!

NO. 4

If we’re going to discuss this case, let’s discuss 
the [10]          .

FOREMAN

I think that’s a good point. We have a job to 
do. Let’s do it.

Excerpt from 12 Angry Men, screenplay by Reginald Rose

https://www.scripts.com/script.php?id=12_angry_men_58&p=5

Fill in the blanks (numbered 1–10) in the first paragraph with one of the words 
listed below: 

A

a every

b thing

c me

d guilty

e facts

f word

g couldn’t

h raise

i maybe

j believe
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Verbs with the prepositions about, for and of

Many English verbs are joined with prepositions to create new meanings of those verbs, for 
example ‘to care for someone’ or ‘to care about them’.

Grammar

Make a copy of the table below and put a tick next to the name of the person who said or did the 
following: 

Questions: Foreman No. 3 No. 4 No. 7 No. 8 No. 9 No. 10

1 Who votes not guilty?

2 Who thinks the boy 
got a fair trial?

3 Who combs his hair?

4 Who counted the 
votes?

5 Who discusses life in 
a slum?

6 Who thinks No. 10 is 
dangerous?

7 Who says you 
couldn’t change his 
mind?

8 Who says they should 
behave like gentlemen?

9 Who calms down 
No. 9?

10 Who is sarcastic?

B

Below is a list of verbs that can be used with about, for or of. Choose one of 
these prepositions for each verb and write a sentence where the meaning of 
the words is clear. For example:

care + about: Parents care about their children’s education because they want them to have a 
successful future.
1 accuse
2 talk
3 apply
4 dream
5 think
6 remind
7 complain
8 ask
9 wait
10 search

C
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Go to www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09tds71 and click ‘Play’. You will hear a 
BBC podcast on sex discrimination and the law. Listen to the podcast up to 3:30 
and decide which of the statements below are true and which are false.
1 Ms Brearley believed the company had ‘gotten rid of her’ because of her pregnancy 

because things had been going really well. 
2 Ms Brearley set up a website because she realized that many women had encountered 

similar situations.
3 It is less than 40 years since parliament passed its first sex discrimination law.
4 The website does not let women tell their stories anonymously. 
5 Ms Brearley was told by voicemail that her contract had ended.
6 Ms Brearley’s first action was to write her employer a letter herself. 
7 The employer ignored Ms Brearley’s lawyer’s letter.
8 Ms Brearley dropped the case because she discovered she had a high-risk pregnancy.
9 There was a doubt in Ms Brearley’s mind that she may have lost her position because 

she was not doing her job properly.
10 The programme will also discuss how graffiti artists were awarded money for damage 

caused to their art.

Role play a court case for someone accused of sexual discrimination, racism or 
‘disturbing the peace’ by protesting. Have each student play a role such as a 
lawyer, a judge, a witness and / or the accused.

Choose one of the following:

■ Write a letter from the point of view of someone who has been discriminated against. 
Think about whom they are writing to and why.

■ Write a letter to someone who has been in jail for his / her actions and include his / 
her response to you.

 ■ TOK Links
To what extent does history affect our beliefs?

To what extent can we have faith in the legal system?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE
Create a ‘speaker’s series’ at your school, where once a month you have someone speak on 
topical issues, such as social justice.

D

E

F
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3 Imprisonment
Look at the words in the box below. Write a story that is only three sentences long. Try to use as 
many of the words in the box as you can in only three sentences.

law

lawyer

prison

witness

court

police

rights

cell

suspect

handcuffs

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

One Year Down

Thinking of freedom
After a long, partially self-imposed silence, I decided to write this overdue post in honor of May 5, otherwise known as Leigh 
Sprague Incarceration Day. No, it’s not a national holiday (at least not yet), but rather the anniversary of that awful day exactly 
one year ago when I ‘checked myself’ in to Lompoc Prison Camp for a 50-month, all-expense paid stay. [1]          the big day, a 
friend of mine here ‘inside’ brought me (unbidden, I might add) a can of Diet Coke together with half a lime that he happened 
to stumble across.

Ahh, the simple pleasures I once took for granted.

Seriously, though, I’m not sure if this is an anniversary to be celebrated or mourned. But either way [2]          to me. Most 
importantly, it means that half of my sentence, after being adjusted for good time and drug treatment (RDAP) time off, has 
passed. The 50% mark. As one old-timer told me: ‘It’s all downhill from here.’ Some days another year seems like an eternity. 
But when I think about how quickly the first year passed, release seems so close that I can almost taste it. Can’t let my mind go 
there too often though or it starts to play tricks on me.

This has been an eventful year [3]         . A year to remember. A year that will go down in infamy. Sorry, I realize that I’m 
getting over-dramatic. But I shudder to think back to that first day, how scared I was, how disoriented, how depressed. Over 
time, though, I’ve gradually adjusted, adapted, acclimated. For better or for worse, this life of mine here in prison has become 
more-or-less normal…

Or maybe better to say not entirely abnormal.

I have my bunk, I have my locker, I have my things. I have my acquaintances and I have my schedule. I walk 10 miles a day 
around the prison track and [4]          taco day in the Chow Hall. In that way life is normal; I guess you could say I’m a teeny-
tiny bit institutionalized. Many of the things that caused me stress in the real world – job and taxes and bills and shopping – are 
no longer a part of my life. But I still think about my kids and family constantly, missing them [5]          of every day. I still gaze 
out at the road that passes within feet of the track, enviously watching free people freely driving free cars down the free street. 
I picture myself behind the wheel, maybe going nowhere but, at the same time, going everywhere.

I want that person to be me.

I want to be free.

My prison experience has benefited from my 9 months here at RDAP, the residential drug treatment and behavioral 
modification program that, once I complete it next month, will shave one year off my sentence. At first I suffered in the 
program, bucking at all the rules and resenting its focus on group work and change.

But [6]          many inmates’ prison experiences – which for the most part consist of [7]          in front of the TV and on the 
weight pile – I’ve gained a lot from the program. I recognized the errors in my thinking that made me a criminal just [8]          
my drug-dealer bunkie. I’m glad to be at the finish line but feel like a much better person now than the broken man that 
walked through RDAP’s doors last July. The ‘new improved’ me. All thanks to the kind-ol’ BoP.

So that’s all for now. I’ve had some issues with freedom of expression so can’t promise when I’ll write next other than to say 
that it will be before my next anniversary: that day when I walk [9]          through these doors to the Greyhound station in 
nearby Santa Maria.

Until then, keep well and keep in touch. And promise me not to [10]          that most special of gifts: freedom; freedom to be 
with your loved ones, freedom to go where you want, freedom to say and be and do whatever you happen to choose. I once 
took those freedoms for granted. But I never will again.

www.leighsprague.com/
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Fill in the blanks 1–10 with one of the phrases below.

a every minute

b take for granted

c wasting time

d as much as

e once-and-for-all

f in honor of 

g it means a lot

h to say the least

i look forward to

j in comparison to

Complete the sentences 1–5 with the most appropriate ending from a–j.
1 The writer decided to break his 

silence and write this post…
2 The writer seems comforted by the 

fact that the first year…
3 Over time, the writer’s life in prison 

has…
4 He is no longer stressed by…
5 He feels different from other 

inmates…

a become adjusted.
b went by so quickly.
c because he does not waste time.
d should be celebrated or mourned.
e become normal.
f to celebrate the one-year 

anniversary of his incarceration.
g because he has gained a lot from 

the programme.
h missing his kids and family.
i in honour of his one-year silence.
j taxes and bills.

Use still, yet or already to join the sentences 
below. For example:

We moved over a year ago. My sister is homesick.

We moved over a year ago and my sister is still homesick.
1 I have waited for two weeks. I haven’t received 

my results.
2 They said it would take three years to build the 

skyscraper. They finished it in two years.
3 When I left work, my boss was there. When I 

returned an hour later, he was there.
4 My mother has been in the hospital for three days. 

The doctor said she could not go home.
5 The semester went by fast. It is winter break.
6 Derek wants to go to a concert. He hasn’t asked 

his parents’ permission.
7 Aadi asked me if I wanted to go to dinner. I have 

more work to do.
8 You live in an apartment. You have been 

talking about moving out for over a year.
9 I changed my university studies from English 

literature to law. I enjoy reading novels in my  
free time.

10 I wanted to tell Joe what happened. He knew.

A

C

B

Still, yet and already

• We use still to say that a situation or action is ongoing 
and has not stopped. For example:

 He is still in the library.

• We use yet to mean until now. For example:

 Have you finished your homework yet?

• It can be used in negative sentences:

 He hasn’t answered my email yet.

• Still can also be used in negative sentences, but it 
usually shows more surprise or impatience than yet. 
For example:

 He hasn’t arrived yet, and I’m worried.

 He still hasn’t arrived, and I’m upset.

• We use already to say that something has happened, 
sometimes sooner than expected. For example:

 He has already finished all of the tasks I assigned him. 
I’m really impressed.

Grammar
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Go to www.ted.com/talks/salil_dudani_how_jails_extort_the_poor/
transcript#t-108415 and click to play the video ‘How jails extort the poor’. 
Cover the screen or turn it away so you cannot see it – this will help you 
prepare for the listening part of the exam. You will hear a TED Talk about a 
man who was falsely arrested in the United States. Listen to the talk up to 4:50 
and answer the following questions.
1 Why was Mr Dudani originally at the police station? 
2 What showed his fear? 
3 What was strange to Mr Dudani about the police description of him? 
4 What are two things the police did to check his background? 
5 Why did the police officer ‘scan the side of the police station’? 
6 What does the speaker say is the real point of his talk? 
7 Why does he use the example of receiving a parking ticket? 
8 What does he say most people think of when they think of Ferguson? 
9 What was the interesting fact he found about the police arrest warrants in Ferguson?

Role play an interview with someone who has committed a crime and spent 
time in prison. Discuss why he / she committed the crime, the lessons they 
learned in jail and what they hope for the future.

Write the beginning of a crime story. Make sure that you:

■ describe the setting
■ create suspense 
■ include dialogue
■ end with a dramatic action that either completes the scene or leaves the reader 

wanting to know what will happen next.

 ■ ToK Links
To what extent does memory contribute to our personal and shared knowledge?

To what extent are mathematical models accurate in depicting social problems?

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE 
Organize an art exhibit or a theatrical performance that highlights the causes and effects of 
crime in a particular area. 
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 ■ Literature 

4 Want You Dead
Peter James has sold millions of copies of his crime stories, and his famous detective, Roy Grace, is on 
the case again in Want You Dead, the tenth book in the series, where he tries to stop Red Westwood’s 
ex-boyfriend from committing more murders. James’s novel is centred around the life of Red, a 
beautiful real estate agent who has started a new romance with Dr Karl Murphy. The only problem is 
that Red’s ex-boyfriend is jealous and has promised her that if he can’t have her, then no one can. In 
this extract, we read about how Karl Murphy was on his way to meet Red for a date, when something 
very unexpected happened.

Karl Murphy was a decent and kind man, a family doctor with two small children [1] that / whom 
he was bringing up on his own. He worked long hours, and did his very best for his growing list of 
patients. The last two years [2] have been / had been tough since his beloved wife, Ingrid, had died, 
and there [3] was / were some aspects of his work he found really hard, particularly having to break 
news to patients who were terminally ill. But it [4] always / never occurred to him that he might have 
made enemies – and certainly not that there might be someone who hated him so much he wanted 
him dead.

And was planning to kill him tonight.

Sure, okay, however hard you tried, you [5] wouldn’t / couldn’t please everyone, and boy, did 
he see that at work some days. Most of his patients were pleasant, but a few of them tested 
him and the staff in his medical practice to the limit. [6] And / But he still tried to treat them all 
equally.

[7] When / As he stood at the clubhouse bar on this late October evening, showered and changed 
out of his golfing clothes, politely drinking his second pint of lime and lemonade with his partners 
in the tournament and glancing discreetly at his watch, anxious to make his escape, he realized [8] 
for / at the first time in a long, long while he was feeling happy – and excited. There was a new 
lady in his life. They hadn’t been dating for long, but already he [9] grew / had grown extremely 
fond of her. To the point that he had thought today, out on the golf course, that he was falling in 
love with her. But being a very private man, he said nothing of this to his companions.

Shortly after 6pm he downed the remains of his drink, anxious about the time, quite unaware that 
there [10] is / was a man waiting outside in the blustery darkness.

His sister, Stefanie, had picked the kids [11] up / after from school today and would be staying 
with them at his home until he arrived with the babysitter. But she had to leave by 6:45pm 
latest, to go [12] on / to a business dinner with her husband, and Karl could not make her late for 
that. He thanked his host for the charity golf day, and [13] his / their fellow teammates in turn 
congratulated him for playing so well, [14] then / as he slipped eagerly away from the nineteenth-
hole drinking session that looked set to go on late into the night. He had something that he 
wanted to do very much [15] other / more than get smashed with a bunch of fellow golfers, 
however pleasant they were. He had a date. A very hot date, and the prospect of [16] seeing / 
having seen her, after three days apart, was giving him the kind of butterflies he’d not had since 
his teens.

He hurried across the car park, [17] with / through the wind and rain, to the far end where he had 
parked his car, popped open the boot, and slung his golf bag inside it. Then he zipped the small 
silver trophy he had won into a side pocket of the bag, totally preoccupied with thoughts of the 
evening ahead. God, what a ray of sunshine she had brought into his life! These [18] past / passed 
two years since Ingrid had died had been hell and now, finally, he was coming through it. In the 
long, bleak period [19] from / since her death, he had not thought that would ever be possible.

He didn’t notice the motionless figure, all in black, who lay beneath the tartan dog rug on 
the rear seat, [20] neither / nor did he think it odd that the interior lights failed to [21] come / 
be on when he opened the driver’s door. It seemed that almost every day another bit of the  
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ageing Audi ceased working, or, like the fuel gauge, only functioned intermittently. He had a new A6 
on order, and would be taking delivery in a few weeks’ [22] period / time.

He settled behind the wheel, pulled [23] up / on his seat belt, started the engine and switched on the 
headlights. Then he switched [24] the / a radio from Classic FM to Radio 4, to catch the second half 
of the news, drove out of the car park, and along the narrow road beside the eighteenth fairway 
of Haywards Heath Golf Club. Headlights were coming the [25] one / other way, and he pulled over 
to the side to let the car pass. As he was about to accelerate forward he heard a sudden movement 
behind him, then something damp and acrid was clamped over his mouth and nose.

Chloroform, he recognised from his medical training, in the fleeting instant that he tried to resist, 
before his brain went muzzy and his feet came off the pedals, and his hands lost their grip on the 
wheel.

Excerpt from Want You Dead by Peter James
https://crimefictionlover.com/2014/11/free-extract-from-peter-james-want-you-dead

Choose the correct option for each of the 25 pairs of underlined words to  
complete each sentence

Choose the correct answer for each of the questions below:
1 Which aspect of his work was Karl finding particularly difficult?

a His wife’s death
b That some people wanted to kill him
c Telling patients they were going to die
d Playing golf with his colleagues

2 What did Karl’s companions think of Karl’s new girlfriend?
a They were anxious about Karl’s happiness
b They didn’t know about her
c They knew Karl kept her private
d They were secretly in love with her

3 How did Karl feel about his date that evening?
a He felt like a teenager
b He didn’t want to be late for it
c He was thankful that he could leave early
d His sister made him anxious about the date

4 Why was his new girlfriend like ‘a ray of sunshine’?
a Because the weather was so bad that night
b Because his wife had always been so unhappy
c Because he had felt sad for a long time
d Because she was so warm

5 How did Karl lose his grip on the wheel?
a He was blinded by the headlights of another car
b He was thinking of medical school
c He was thinking of his date that evening
d He had been drugged with chloroform

A

B

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked the Publishers 
will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.
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