
1 The origins of the Republic, 1918–19 

 Source C Key articles of the Weimar Constitution

Article 1 The German Reich is a republic. Political authority derives from the people.

Article 22 The Reichstag delegates are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret 
suffrage by all men and women over twenty years of age, in accordance with 
the principles of proportional representation.

Article 23 The Reichstag is elected for four years.

Article 41 The Reich President is chosen by the whole of the German electorate.

Article 48 If public safety and order in the Reich is materially disturbed or endangered, 
the Reich President may take the necessary measures to restore public 
safety and order.

Article 54 The Reich Chancellor and ministers require for the administration of their 
offices the confidence of the Reichstag. They must resign if the Reichstag 
withdraws its confidence.

ACTIVITY
Study Source C and Figure 1.1. In what ways was the constitution democratic and in what 
ways undemocratic? Complete your answer using a copy of the table below. 

Democratic:  
Government in which all the people are 
involved in the decisions

Undemocratic:  
Government in which the people are 
not involved

The Weimar Constitution
Following the abdication of the Kaiser, a new constitution had to be drawn up, which was 
finalised in August 1919. This was the first time that Germany had experienced democracy. 
Figure 1.1 shows how the constitution was organised, and Source C lists some of its key articles. 

Article 48
President could suspend 
constitution in an emergency. 
He could make laws and keep 
Chancellor in of�ce without 
the support of the Reichstag.

President was supreme 
commander of the army

President could dismiss 
and call new elections

President
Elected every seven years.

Army

Reichstag
421 members (1919)
647 members (1933)
Elected every four years. More important than 
the Reichsrat.Could make laws. Chancellor had 
to have support of majority of its members.

Voters
Men and women over the age of twenty.

Reichsrat
55 representatives from the 
18 German states. Could not 
make laws, but could approve 
laws proposed by the 
Chancellor and the Reichstag.

Chancellor
Chosen by President. 
Had to have support of a 
majority of the Reichstag.

 Figure 1.1 The organisation of the Weimar Constitution
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