
1 The start of a new Republic, 1918–19

The Weimar Constitution
The new Weimar Republic was the first time that Germany had tried democracy. 
The diagram shows how the government worked.

 SOURCE C  Key articles (rules) of the Weimar Constitution

Article 22 The Reichstag delegates are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret 
suffrage by all men and women over twenty years of age, in accordance with 
the principles of proportional representation.

Article 23 The Reichstag is elected for four years.

Article 48 If public safety and order in the Reich is materially disturbed or endangered, 
the Reich President may take the necessary measures to restore public 
safety and order.

Everyone could vote from 
20 years old, including 
women. In Britain, women 
had to be 30 before voting.

The voting system was 
called ‘proportional 
representation’. It meant 
that parties won seats in 
the Reichstag depending 
on how many votes they 
got. But this caused some 
problems that are on the 
next page.

Article 48 said that in an emergency, the President could run the 
country without needing anyone else, including the Reichstag.

Activities

Copy and complete these sentences:
 1 The most powerful person in the Weimar Constitution was the ...
 2 The day-to-day decisions were made by the ...
 3 Article 48 said that the President could ...

President
• Supervised the government.
• Elected every 7 years.
• He commanded the army.
• He decided when elections for parliament would happen.

Chancellor
• Picked by the President.
• Made the day-to-day decisions for the government.
• Needed the support of the Reichstag to do his job.

Reichstag
• The German Parliament.
• Could pass laws and set taxes.
• Elected every 4 years.
• The number of members changed but on average was about 470 in the 1920s.

Electorate
Any man or woman aged 20 or over could vote for the President, the Reichstag and the Reichsrat.
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