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Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

3 The development of the Cold War 1
The rivalry between the superpowers intensified in the years 1947–49.

3.1 The Truman Doctrine, 1947

Comecon  The Council for
Mutual Assistance

In 1947, Truman began a US policy of containment:
l

l

This was because the USA, and especially Truman, believed that the Soviet
Union was trying to spread communism, and also because Greece was being
threatened with a communist takeover. By early 1947, Britain told the USA
that it could no longer afford to support the Greek and Turkish governments.
Truman announced US support for Greece in an important speech in March
1947 which became known as the Truman Doctrine.

The consequences of the Truman Doctrine
l
l

l

l

The Greek government was able to defeat the communists.
The rivalry between the USA and the Soviet Union increased and the doctrine
confirmed the division of the world into communist and non-communist.
The USA became committed to the policy of containment and far more
involved in European affairs.
The USA decided on the Marshall Plan and Stalin set up Cominform.

3.2 The Marshall Plan, 1947
Truman backed up his policy of containment with economic aid to Europe. This
was known as the Marshall Plan.

Why was the Marshall Plan introduced?
l

l

Truman believed that communism generally won support in countries where
there were economic problems, unemployment and poverty. Many European
countries had suffered badly as a result of the Second World War and were
struggling to deal with the damage caused.
If the USA could help these countries to recover economically and provide
employment and reasonable prosperity, then there would be no need to turn to
communism.

Consequences of the Marshall Plan
l

l

l

By 1953, the USA had provided $17 billion of aid to rebuild economies and
raise standards of living.
Europe became more firmly divided between East and West. Stalin prevented
Eastern European countries, such as Czechoslovakia and Poland, from
becoming involved.
Stalin accused the USA of using the plan for its own selfish interests – to
dominate Europe and boost the US economy.

3.3 Cominform and Comecon
The Soviet Union retaliated by setting up rival organisations.

8

Key terms

Cominform  
The Communist
Information Bureau
Truman Doctrine  
US President Truman’s
idea that it was the USA’s
duty to prevent the spread
of communism to Eastern
Europe and the rest of
the world. To do this, he
was prepared to engage
the USA in military
enterprises all over the
world

Revision task
The Truman Doctrine
and Marshall Plan were
described as two sides
of one coin. Sketch your
own coin big enough to
write on. On one side give
a brief definition of the
Truman Doctrine. On the
other side give a brief
definition of the Marshall
Plan.
Exam tip
Students often confuse
the Truman Doctrine
and the Marshall Plan.
Ensure you have a
thorough knowledge of
both. Remember that
the Truman Doctrine is
political aid to Western
Europe to stop the
spread of communism
and the Marshall Plan is
economic aid.

Cominform

Comecon

Cominform was the Communist Information Bureau
and was set up in 1947 to enable the Soviet Union to
co-ordinate Communist parties throughout Europe.
It was the Soviet Union’s response to the Truman
Doctrine. It was introduced to ensure that the states in
Eastern Europe followed Soviet aims in foreign policy

Comecon was the Soviet response to the Marshall
Plan. The Council for Mutual Assistance (Comecon) was
founded in 1949. It was supposed to be a means by which
the Soviet Union could financially support countries in
Eastern Europe. In reality, it was used by the Soviet Union
to control the economies of these states
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Below are an exam-style question and a timeline. Read the question, study the timeline and, using three
coloured pens, put a red, amber or green star next to the events to show:
Red:
events and policies that have no relevance to the question
Amber: events and policies that have some relevance to the question
Green: events and policies that have direct relevance to the question
Write a narrative account analysing the key ways in which the Cold War developed in the years 1945–47.
You may use the following information in your answer.
n The Potsdam Conference
n The Marshall Plan
You must also use information of your own.
1945 The
Yalta
Conference

1941 The
formation
of the
Grand
Alliance

1943 The
Tehran
Conference

1945
The USA
exploded the
first atomic
bombs

1947
Truman
Doctrine and
Marshall
Plan

1945 The
Potsdam
Conference

1947 The
setting up of
Cominform

1949 The
setting up of
NATO

1955 The
setting up of
the Warsaw
Pact

Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

RAG: Rate the timeline

1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956
1946 Long
and Novikov
telegrams

1948 Beginning
of Berlin
blockade

1956 The
Hungarian
uprising

Adding a third factor
To answer the narrative account style question, you need to explain three developments. It is sensible to
make use of the two given points. However, you need to explain a third development. In the space below,
write down your choice for a third development in answer to the exam-style question in the 'Rate the
timeline' activity above. Give reasons why you have chosen it.
Third development:

Why I have chosen this:

Details to support this point:
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Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

4 The development of the Cold War 2
4.1 The Berlin Crisis, 1948–49
This was the first major crisis of the Cold War.

The division of Germany into zones
l

l
l

During the peace conferences of 1945 (see pages 4–5), the Allies had agreed to
divide both Germany and Berlin into four zones of occupation. Berlin was in
Soviet-controlled East Germany. The Western Allies were allowed access to
their sectors by road, rail, canal and air.
Stalin did not want the Allies inside Berlin.
In 1947, the US and British zones in Berlin merged into one economic unit
known as Bizonia.

The Berlin blockade and airlift
l

l

l

l

l

l

In June 1948, the Western powers announced plans to create a West German
state and introduced a new currency, the western Deutschmark.
On 24 June 1948, Stalin accused the West of interfering in the Soviet zone. He
cut off road, rail and canal traffic in an attempt to starve West Berlin.
Truman was determined to stand up to the Soviet Union and show that he was
serious about containment. The only way into Berlin was by air. So the Allies
decided to airlift supplies from their bases in West Germany.
The airlift began on 28 June 1948 and lasted for ten months. It was the start of
the biggest airlift in history.
The airlift reached its peak on 16–17 April 1949 when 1398 flights landed
nearly 13,000 tons of supplies in 24 hours.
By May 1949, Stalin had lifted the blockade.

Impact of the blockade and airlift
l

l

l

It greatly increased East–West rivalry. Truman saw the crisis as a great victory.
West Berlin had survived and stood up to the Soviet Union. For Stalin it was a
defeat and a humiliation.
It confirmed the divisions of Germany and Berlin. In May 1949, the Western
Allies announced the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). Stalin’s response
was rapid and in October 1949 the Soviet zone became the German
Democratic Republic (GDR).
It led to the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization or NATO.

4.2 The formation of NATO, 1949
The Berlin Crisis had confirmed Truman’s commitment to Western Europe.
Western European states, even joined together, were no match for the Soviet
Union and needed the formal support of the USA (see map on page 12). In April
1949, the North Atlantic Treaty was signed. NATO’s main purpose was to prevent
Soviet expansion.

Consequences of the formation of NATO
l
l
l
l

10

The USA was now committed to the defence of Western Europe.
Stalin believed that NATO was aimed against the Soviet Union.
Within six years, the Soviet Union set up the Warsaw Pact (see page 12).
Europe was now divided in a state of permanent hostility between the
superpowers.

Key terms
Blockade  
The surrounding of a
place with troops or ships
to prevent the entry or
exit of supplies
NATO  A Western military
alliance which was set
up after the Berlin Crisis
of 1948–49 to protect the
freedom and security of
its members
Pact  A formal agreement
between individuals or
states

Revision task
Draw a flow chart to show
the causes, events and
results of the Berlin Crisis
of 1948–49.
Exam tips
1 Students often confuse
this crisis with the
crisis over the Berlin
Wall in 1961. An easy
way to remember the
difference is ‘B’ for
blockade comes before
‘W’ for wall.
2 Questions on
NATO are often not
well answered as
students fail to revise
its features and
importance. Ensure
you revise these
thoroughly.
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Below are an exam-style question and a paragraph which is part of the answer to the question. The
paragraph gives the importance of the Potsdam Conference but this is not supported with sufficient
evidence. Complete the paragraph by adding more detail about the importance of the Potsdam
Conference.
Explain two of the following:
l

The importance of the Potsdam Conference (1945) for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

l

The importance of the Truman Doctrine (1947) for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union.

l

The importance of the Berlin Crisis (1948–49) for the development of the Cold War.

The Potsdam Conference was important because it led to differences between the Soviet Union
and the USA over Germany. It also led to differences between the two superpowers over what
should happen to countries in Eastern Europe.

Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

Develop the detail

Spot the mistakes
Below is a paragraph written in answer to the question above. However, the student has made a series
of mistakes, some factual and some in how the question is answered. Once you have identified the
mistakes, rewrite the paragraph.

The Truman Doctrine of 1949 was important because it led to American support for the Italian
government, which was now able to defeat communism. The USA became committed to a policy of
containment and became far more involved in the affairs of Asia. It was also important because it
led to the Long telegram, which provided economic aid to Europe.

Now have a go at the third option in the question: the importance of the Berlin Crisis (1948–49) for the
development of the Cold War:
l jot down examples of its importance in relation to the given factor
l introduce the first example of its importance in relation to the given factor
l fully explain the example
l introduce the second example of its importance in relation to the given factor
l fully explain the example.
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The Cold War and East–West rivalry increased even more in the years after the
Berlin Crisis.

5.1 The Warsaw Pact, 1955
In 1955, the Soviet Union set up the Warsaw Pact. It was a military alliance of
eight nations and was designed to counter the threat of NATO.

Consequences
The existence of two rival alliance systems in the Cold War – in the west NATO
and in the east the Warsaw Pact – increased rivalry between the USA and the
Soviet Union and intensified the arms race.

Key term
Arms race  A competition
between nations for
superiority in the
development and
accumulation of weapons

Key
Comecon countries
Warsaw Pact countries
NATO countries
ICELAND
FINLAND

NO
RW
AY

SWEDEN

North
Sea

USA and
CANADA

Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

5 The Cold War intensifies 1
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5.2 The arms race
Both superpowers spent more and more money on arms development:
l

l

l

l

l
l

12

By 1949, the Soviet Union had developed and tested its own atomic bomb.
This was earlier than the USA had expected.
Now that the USA and the Soviet Union had the atomic bomb, they both
began to pour money into projects to build more and bigger bombs.
Truman ordered a new powerful weapon to be built: the hydrogen or
H-bomb.
In 1953, the Soviet Union tested an H-bomb only a few months after the first
US test.
By 1953, both the USA and the Soviet Union possessed hydrogen bombs.
Both countries continued to develop bigger and more powerful nuclear
weapons.

Revision task
Try coming up with a
mnemonic (a pattern
of letters, ideas or
associations) to help
you remember which
countries were part of the
Warsaw Pact.
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There was hope that the two superpowers would slow down their arms
development.
However, in 1957 the situation changed completely when a Soviet rocket
launched Sputnik, a satellite which could orbit the earth in one and a half
hours.
The USA saw this launch as a military threat.
The USA increased its spending on missiles and placed missile bases in some
European countries.
Sputnik therefore accelerated the arms programme due to US fears that the
Soviet Union was overtaking them in arms development.

l

l

l
l

l

Consequences and importance
Having read the information on pages 8, 10 and 12, make a copy of the table below. Explain the
consequences and importance of each event for relations between the two superpowers.
Event

Consequences

Importance

The Truman Doctrine
The Marshall Plan
Berlin Crisis

Key topic 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58

The impact of Sputnik

NATO
Arms race
Warsaw Pact

Matching dates and events
l
l

A
B
C
D

Place the following events in the correct chronological order on the timeline below.
Give one consequence of each event.
Truman Doctrine
Setting up of the Warsaw Pact
Setting up of NATO
Potsdam Conference
Year

Event

E Soviet Union tested the H-bomb
F Beginning of the blockade of Berlin
G Long telegram
Consequence

1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
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Exam focus

Question 2: Narrative account
Below is an example of an exam-style narrative
question which is worth 8 marks.
Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which
relations between the USA and the Soviet Union
worsened in the years 1979–85.

You may use the following information in your answer:
n Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979)
n Strategic Defence Initiative
You must also use information of your own.

How to answer
l

l

l

Look for the key points in the question and underline
them.
You can choose to write about the two events given
in the question and an event of your own, or write
entirely about events of your own.
If you write about the events in the question make
sure you write about at least three events. Including
three events is important because you must bring in an
event of your own.

l

l

l

Ensure that your events are in the correct
chronological sequence.
Ensure that you give detail about each of the events
you write about.
Use linking words between each event and the next.
Try to use phrases such as ‘this led to’, ‘as a result of
this’.

Below is a sample answer to this exam-style narrative question with comments
around it.
In 1979, relations between the USA and the Soviet Union worsened because of the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Between 25 December 1979 and 1 January 1980,
more than 50,000 Soviet troops were sent to Afghanistan to restore order and
protect the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) from the Muslim
guerrilla movement known as the mujahideen . The US president was furious with

the Soviet Union and took a tough line. He introduced the Carter Doctrine stated

Using the words of the
question gives immediate
focus.
There is a developed analysis
of the first event, using
precise details.

that the USA would use military force if necessary to defend its national interests
in the Persian Gulf region. It also promised US military aid to all the countries
bordering Afghanistan.

As a result of Carter’s get tough policy, relations continued to worsen and there
was a Second Cold War. The Senate delayed passing the SALT 2 treaty and the

USA cancelled all shipments of grain to the Soviet Union and US companies were
forbidden to sell high-technology equipment there, such as computers and oil-

drilling tools. Moreover, Carter pressured the US Olympic Committee to boycott

the Moscow Olympic Games of 1980. Sixty-one other countries followed Carter’s

A link is made between the
first and second events.
An event not given in the
question is introduced.
There is a developed analysis
of the second event.

example. Superpower politics had now intruded into the Olympics. Indeed, the
Soviet Union retaliated by boycotting the Los Angeles Olympics of 1984.

Superpower relations during this Second Cold War were further worsened by
Reagan and the Strategic Defence Initiative. Reagan believed in taking a far

A link is made between the
second and third events.

interest in détente and was prepared to confront the Soviet Union whenever

There is a developed analysis
of the third event.

tougher line with the Soviet Union than Carter. He made it clear that he had no
possible. Reagan’s plan was to launch an army of satellites equipped with powerful
lasers, which would intercept Soviet missiles in space and destroy them before

they could do any harm to the USA. The Soviet Union was furious. Soviet leaders
knew that they could not compete with Reagan’s ‘Star Wars’ plan. They were

behind the USA in space and computer technology whilst the Soviet economy was
not producing enough wealth to fund even more defence spending.

34
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Below is an exam-style narrative question with part of a sample answer. It would be useful to look at this
answer ‘through the eyes’ of an examiner. The examiner will look for the following:
l events in the correct sequence
l clear links between events
l an explanation of each event.

Exam focus

‘Through the eyes’ of the examiner

You need to:
l highlight words or phrases which show that the answer has focused on the question
l underline where attempts are made to show links between one event and the next
l in the margin, write a word or phrase which sums up each specific explanation as it appears.
Write a narrative account analysing the main events in rivalry between the USA and the Soviet Union in the years
1948–56.
You may use the following information in your answer:
n Berlin Crisis (1948–49)
n Warsaw Pact (1955)
You must also use information of your own.

The first event which increased rivalry between the superpowers was the Berlin Crisis of
1948–49. On 24 June 1948, Stalin accused the West of interfering in the Soviet zone. He
cut off road, rail and canal traffic in the attempt to starve West Berlin. Truman was determined
to stand up to the Soviet Union and show that he was serious about containment. The only
way into Berlin was by air. So the Allies decided to airlift supplies from their bases in West
Germany. The airlift began on 28 June 1948 and lasted for ten months and was the start of
the biggest airlift in history. The airlift continued into the spring and reached its peak on 16–
17 April 1949 when 1398 flights landed nearly 13,000 tons of supplies in 24 hours. In May
1949, Stalin lifted the blockade. It greatly increased East–West rivalry. Truman saw the crisis
as a great victory. West Berlin had survived and stood up to the Soviet Union. For Stalin it was
a defeat and a humiliation. It led to the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation or
NATO, which Stalin saw as an alliance aimed against the Soviet Union.
In retaliation to the establishment of NATO, in 1955 the Soviet Union set up the Warsaw
Pact, which further increased rivalry between the two superpowers. It was a military alliance
of eight nations headed by the Soviet Union and was designed to counter the threat of NATO.
Members were to support each other if attacked. A joint command structure was set up under
the Soviet Supreme Commander. This meant that there were now two major alliance systems
– NATO and the Warsaw Pact – with each determined to be stronger than the other, which, in
turn, intensified the arms race with the development of even more powerful weapons of mass
destruction.

Adding a third event
The answer above does not include a third event. What would you choose as a third event and why? Try
completing the answer, remembering to add details to support your chosen event.
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