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SECTION
REVISION TASK
Once you have worked through 
each chapter, use this timeline 
to make revision cards for the 
following key events. Each card 
should summarise: a) key events, 
b) main causes, c) main effects on 
relations between the USA and 
Soviet Union.

l 1948–49: first Berlin Crisis
l 1950–53: Korean War
l 1956: Hungarian Revolution
l 1961: second Berlin Crisis
l 1962: Cuban Missile Crisis
l 1968: Soviet invasion of 

Czechoslovakia
l 1972: SALT talks and treaty

FOCUS
The Second World War led to a decisive change in the balance of power 
around the world. The countries that had dominated European affairs from 
1919 to 1939 such as France, Britain and Germany were now much poorer and 
less powerful. World history was much more affected by what the leaders of 
the new ‘superpowers’ (the USA and the USSR) believed and did. So the big 
story of this part of your course is how the superpowers became enemies, 
how they clashed (directly or indirectly) during the Cold War and how attempts 
were made in the late 1960s and early 1970s to reduce Cold War tensions.

In Chapter 3.1 you will investigate the reasons for the Cold War: how an 
alliance between the Soviet Union and the USA and its allies began to 
crumble in 1945 and then turn into rivalry and hostility soon after. Key to 
understanding this rivalry was the ideological differences between the Soviet 
Union and the USA, and both countries’ desire to spread their ideology 
around the world – and stop the other doing the same.

In Chapter 3.2 you will investigate the early developments in the Cold War, 
leading up to the first Berlin Crisis of 1948–49, which had very important 
results for superpower relations: the creation of two Germanys – East and 
West – and the formation of NATO: a military alliance of Western allies against 
the expected threat of war from the Soviet Union.

In Chapter 3.3 you will investigate the Cold War in the 1950s: the impact of 
the Korean War, in which US troops fought against North Korean and Chinese 
troops, Soviet leader Khrushchev’s attempts to reduce Cold War tensions 
after Stalin’s death, the crushing by Soviet troops of the Hungarian Revolution 
against Soviet control, and the arms race.

In Chapter 3.4 you will investigate the most serious crises which took place 
during the Cold War, one of them, the Cuban Missile Crisis, so serious that a 
nuclear war between the USA and USSR really seemed possible.

The Cold War eventually thawed. In Chapter 3.5 you will also look at what 
led to improved relations between the superpowers during the Thaw and the 
phase in the Cold War called Détente – and how significant these ‘thaws’ in 
the Cold War really were. 

	3	
A	world	divided:	superpower	
relations,	1943–72

1950 1960
1940s 1950s

1970
1960s 1970s

Conferences, 
policies, 
agreements 
and pacts

Key events

1945
Atomic bombs 

dropped (August)

1948
First Berlin Crisis: 

Berlin blockade and 
airlift (June 1948 to 

May 1949)

1950
Start of the 
Korean War 
(1950–53)

1953
USSR developed 
its own H-bomb

1957
Soviet Union 

launches the first 
space satellite: 

Sputnik

1961
The Bay of Pigs invasion. 
The second Berlin Crisis: 
Berlin Wall constructed 

and stand-off at 
Checkpoint Charlie

1963
President Kennedy 
visited West Berlin.

‘Hotline’ established 
between USA and 

USSR

1972
President Nixon’s 

visit to China

1968
Prague Spring and 
Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia

1962
The Cuban 

Missile Crisis

1959
Cuban Revolution

1956
Khrushchev’s ‘secret speech’ 
criticising Stalin. Communist 

government overthrown in Hungary 
and then restored by USSR

1952
USA developed 
hydrogen bomb 

(H-bomb)

1949
Soviet Union developed 

atomic bomb. Creation of 
FRG and GDR – West 

Germany and East Germany

1946
Beginning of creation of 
Soviet satellite states in 

Eastern Europe. Churchill’s 
Iron curtain Speech (March)

US president Nixon (1969–74)Johnson (1963–69)Kennedy (1961–63)Eisenhower (1953–61)Truman (1945–53)

Cold War
atmosphere

Soviet leader

Post-war disagreements Tense relations and the arms race Relaxation of tension –
Thaw and Détente

Stalin (1924–53) Khrushchev (1953–64) Brezhnev (1964–82)

1943
Tehran 

Conference
(28 November to

1 December)

1945
Yalta Conference 

(February). 
Potsdam 

Conference 
(July–August)

1947
Truman Doctrine.

Marshall Plan.
Creation of 
Cominform

1949
Formation of 
NATO (April).
Creation of 
Comecon

1953
Korean War 
armistice 

signed (July)

1955
West Germany 
joined NATO.
Formation of 
Warsaw Pact

1959
Summit meetings 

between Khrushchev 
and Eisenhower

in the USA

1963
Test Ban
Treaty

1967
Outer Space 

Treaty

1968
Brezhnev Doctrine.

The Non-proliferation 
Treaty

1972
Strategic Arms 

Limitation Treaty 
(SALT) 1
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KNOWLEDGE CHECK
1 Identify three differences 

between capitalism and 
communism.

Reasons for the Cold War 3.1 

Long-term rivalry between the Soviet 
Union and the West 
By the end of the Second World War, it was clearer than ever that 
the USSR and the USA were now the world’s leading states, or 
superpowers. Although they had fought together against the Nazis, 
the USA and its allies (the West) had, in fact, completely opposing 
beliefs about how a country should be run to the Soviet Union. 

Factfile
A clash of ideologies

The USA The USSR

The USA was capitalist. Business and 
property were privately owned.

The USSR was communist. All industry 
was owned and run by the state.

It was a democracy. Its government 
was chosen in free democratic 
elections.

It was a one-party dictatorship. Elections 
were held, but all candidates 
belonged to the Communist Party.

It was the world’s wealthiest 
country. But as in most capitalist 
countries, there were extremes – 
some people were very wealthy 
while others were very poor.

It was an economic superpower 
because its industry had grown rapidly 
in the 1920s and 1930s, but the general 
standard of living in the USSR was 
much lower than in the USA. Even so, 
unemployment was rare and extreme 
poverty was rarer than in the USA.

For Americans, being free of control 
by the government was more 
important than everyone being 
equal.

For communists, the rights of 
individuals were seen as less 
important than the good of society 
as a whole. So individuals’ lives 
were tightly controlled.

Most Americans firmly believed that 
other countries should be run in the 
American way.

Most Soviet people believed that 
other countries should be run in the 
communist way.

People in the USA were alarmed by 
communist theory, which talked of 
spreading revolution.

Communism taught that the role of a 
communist state was to encourage 
communist revolutions worldwide. In 
practice, the USSR’s leaders tended 
to take practical decisions rather 
than be led by this ideology.

Americans generally saw their 
policies as ‘doing the right thing’ 
rather than serving the interests of 
the USA.

Many in the USSR saw the USA’s 
actions as selfishly building its 
economic empire and political 
influence.

FOCUS
In 1943, the USA, the Soviet 
Union and Britain were in a Grand 
Alliance to fight against Germany 
and its ally Japan, in the Second 
World War. In May 1945, American 
troops entered Berlin from the 
west, as Soviet troops moved 
in from the east. They met and 
celebrated victory together. Yet 
three years later these former 
allies were arguing over Berlin and 
war between them seemed a real 
possibility. What had gone wrong? 
In this chapter you will look at  
long-term tensions between the 
Soviet Union and its allies as 
well as new disagreements and 
resentments that developed during 
the Second World War. 

In your focus task for this chapter 
you will decide on the main reason 
for the start of the Cold War.

8322349_Pearson Edex Int GCSE History_001-016.indd   8 3/5/21   4:26 PM
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Tensions and disagreements 
during the Second World War
In June 1941, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union joined 
the Allies in fighting against the Axis Powers (Nazi Germany and its 
allies Italy and Japan). This put the USA and the Soviet Union on the 
same side once the USA entered the war in December 1941.

However, the truth is that it was a strategic wartime alliance, not a ‘bond of 
brotherhood’ as Winston Churchill claimed. 

● The majority of politicians and business leaders in Britain and the 
USA feared communist ideas even more than they disliked Hitler’s 
Nazi ideas. In the past, both Britain and the USA had helped the 
enemies of the Communist Party during Russia’s Civil War. This 
made the Soviet Union wary of the West’s intentions.

● The Soviet Union suffered terribly from the German invasion. It is 
estimated that 27 million Soviet citizens were killed in the Second 
World War. Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union, wanted the Allies 
to invade Nazi-controlled Europe in 1941, which would take the 
pressure off the Soviet Union. But the Allies did not invade until 
1944. This delay convinced Stalin that the Allies wanted to see the 
Soviet Union weakened by fighting for its survival with Germany.

● There were also tensions between the Allies over what should 
happen to Germany once it had been defeated. The Soviet Union 
wanted to make sure Germany could never be a threat to it again. 
Many in the West were more cautious about the effects of harsh 
reparations.

● Churchill, the British leader, was also suspicious about Stalin’s 
plans for Eastern Europe after the war. As the Soviet Union’s Red 
Army advanced on Germany, it took control in Eastern European 
countries such as Poland, which had been occupied by the 
Germans. Churchill thought Stalin planned to keep hold of these 
countries once the war was won.

Profile

Joseph Stalin (1878–1953)
n Born 1879, in Georgia. His father was a shoemaker and an alcoholic.
n Original name was Iosif Dzhugashvili but changed his name to Stalin 

(‘man of steel’).
n Became a leading communist after playing an important role in 

defending the Bolshevik city of Tsaritsyn (later Stalingrad) during the Civil 
War.

n Had become undisputed Communist Party leader by 1929.
n Under his leadership, the Soviet Union was transformed into an 

industrialised country that was strong enough to defeat Nazi Germany in 
the Great Patriotic War (the Second World War).

n Stalin was, however, a totalitarian leader who, like Hitler, oversaw the 
murder of millions of his own subjects.

ACTIVITY
1 ‘The main reason for tensions 

and disagreements between 
the Soviet Union and the West 
was the delayed Allied invasion 
of Nazi-controlled Europe.’

  Identify and explain two other 
reasons that also explain 
tensions between the Soviet 
Union and the West during the 
Second World War.

8322349_Pearson Edex Int GCSE History_001-016.indd   9 3/5/21   4:26 PM
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pointed out that this was difficult as it involved an invasion by sea, 
but Stalin felt that Churchill and Roosevelt were just happy to let the 
Soviet Union bear the brunt of the fighting.

On the second day, Churchill presented Stalin with a magnificent steel 
sword and made a speech in honour of the bravery of the Soviet people 
fighting the Germans (see Source 2). Stalin was deeply touched. As 
it happened, this day was also Churchill’s birthday. Churchill hoped 
to continue to improve relations with Roosevelt and Stalin with a 
magnificent birthday dinner. They drank toasts and enjoyed their 
evening. Roosevelt was not well and went to bed at eleven o’clock. But 
Churchill and Stalin were both heavy drinkers and loved occasions like 
this. Reports from their officials say that they carried on drinking and 
talking in a friendly fashion until three o’clock in the morning.

SOURCE 2
The ceremony at which Churchill presented Stalin with the ceremonial sword at the 
Tehran Conference.

Agreements
On the next day Roosevelt was up early and ready for business, but 
Stalin and Churchill did not emerge until much later! However, the 
previous day had helped to improve the mood of the conference. By the 
end of the four days, the Big Three had reached some key agreements: 

l A Second Front would be created. US and British Empire forces 
would invade France in the summer of 1944. This was not as early 
as Stalin had wanted, but he accepted this.

l The USSR would enter the war against Japan as soon as Germany 
was defeated. 

l Parts of eastern Poland would be given to the USSR after the war. 
Churchill was unhappy about this because Britain had gone to war to 
protect Poland. However, he was prepared to compromise as Poland 
would be given parts of eastern Germany as compensation.

l A United Nations organisation would be set up after the war 
to help solve international disputes and promote humanitarian 
causes such as fighting disease and helping refugees.

KNOWLEDGE CHECK
2 Why was the Grand Alliance  

an unlikely alliance? 
3 Why was Tehran chosen for  

the first meeting of the Big 
Three?

4 What did the Big Three plan to 
talk about at Tehran? 

5 What were the four main things 
the Big Three agreed at Tehran?

The Tehran Conference
In many ways the surprising thing is that these old rivals managed 
a war-time alliance at all. But they did. By the end of 1943, it was 
becoming increasingly clear that this ‘Grand Alliance’ would defeat 
the Axis Powers. So in November 1943, the Big Three – the leaders 
of the Soviet Union, USA and Britain – met for the first time in person 
in Tehran, in Iran. The leaders were Stalin (Soviet Union), Roosevelt 
(USA) and Churchill (Britain).

Tehran was chosen because it was neutral ground and it was relatively 
safe from enemy attack. The Big Three all had troops there and the 
Soviets had an embassy there as well. Stalin invited Roosevelt to stay 
in the Soviet embassy and Roosevelt accepted. Stalin was pleased by 
this friendly gesture, although it did not stop the Soviets from using 
recording devices to spy on all of Roosevelt’s conversations.

FIGURE 1
Europe at the end of 1943

British Commonwealth occupied territory
Soviet occupied territory
Greater Germany

German allies
German occupied territory
Neutral countries

Key

UK

SOVIET UNION

GERMANY
FRANCE

Tehran

Yalta

ITALY

Balkans

Potsdam

Relations at the conference
The conference itself saw the Big Three agreeing and disagreeing. 
After friendly opening speeches the mood soon got worse.

The biggest source of disagreement was the opening of a Second 
Front against Germany. Stalin was unhappy that the Soviet Union 
was the only one of the Big Three which was directly fighting the 
Germans on the ground. Stalin wanted the USA and Britain to attack 
Germany in a Second Front from the west. Churchill and Roosevelt 
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3–
72 The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe

In 1944, Churchill had agreed with Stalin that some Eastern European 
countries would come into the Soviet Union’s ‘sphere of influence’ 
after the war, in return for Stalin agreeing that Mediterranean 
countries like Italy and Greece would be in the West’s sphere of 
influence. For Churchill, this meant countries in the West’s sphere of 
influence would have friendly relations with the UK and the USA and 
that the Soviet Union would not try to upset these friendly relations. 
However, Stalin’s idea of what sphere of influence meant was 
different from Churchill’s.

Stalin wanted to protect the Soviet Union from future attacks by 
setting up governments in Eastern Europe that were loyal to the 
Soviet Union. As the Soviet Red Army liberated Eastern Europe from 
German occupation during 1944–45, Soviet troops were ordered to 
remain in the liberated countries. This meant that when the war was 
over, the Soviet Union had a powerful presence in these countries.

While Stalin, Churchill and Roosevelt had agreed that every country 
in Europe would be free to choose the government it wanted after 
the war, by the time of the Potsdam Conference Truman had strong 
suspicions that Stalin was not going to allow free elections. Truman 
was proved right when Poland held its first election, in 1947. Before 
the election, there was violent intimidation of non-communist 
political parties and the results of the election were changed to 
benefit communist and socialist parties. The Communist Party won 
with 80 per cent of the vote. After its election, the Polish communist 
government followed orders from the Soviet Union. This same 
approach happened in other Eastern European countries that the 
Soviet Union had liberated.

EXTRACT A
From Iron Curtain: The crushing of Eastern Europe, published in 2012.

From the very beginning, the Soviet Union and Eastern European communist 
parties pursued their goals using violence. … This was not the mass, 
indiscriminate [random] violence of the sort carried out by the Red Army during 
its march towards Berlin, but rather more selective, carefully targeted forms of 
political violence: arrests, beatings, executions and concentration camps. All of 
this they directed at a relatively small number of real, alleged and imagined and 
future enemies of the Soviet Union and the communist parties. They intended 
both to physically destroy them, and to create the sense that any armed 
resistance was useless.

The attitudes of Truman and Stalin
The German invasion of the Soviet Union had caused enormous 
destruction and loss of life. Stalin knew he could not risk war 
with the USA while his country was so weak – not to mention the 
advantage the USA had over the Soviet Union in being the only 
nuclear superpower. Therefore Stalin was careful not to upset the 
West too much. Truman, however, was able to take a more openly 
hostile attitude.

EXTRACT ANALYSIS
What impression does the author 
give about the way the Soviet 
Union gained control of Eastern 
European countries at the end of 
the Second World War?

ACTIVITY
2 Which one of the following do 

you think is the most convincing 
reason why Churchill agreed to 
Eastern Europe coming under 
the Soviet Union’s sphere of 
influence? Explain your answer:
a) The Red Army had liberated 

these countries so their 
people would be grateful to 
the Soviet Union.

b) The Soviet Union was now 
very powerful and Britain 
needed to stay friends with it.

c) Britain was much more 
interested in Mediterranean 
countries, such as Italy and 
Greece, and did not have 
much interest in Eastern 
Europe.

8322349_Pearson Edex Int GCSE History_001-016.indd   12 3/5/21   4:29 PM
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When he first became 
president, Truman believed 
he needed the Soviet Union’s 
help in defeating Japan.

By 1947, Truman declared 
that the USA would act 
to oppose the spread of 
communism.

But after the first atomic 
bomb was developed, this 
attitude changed.

Truman said the Soviet Union 
should be treated with an 
‘iron fist’: the USA should not 
compromise but should always 
try to win any arguments with 
the Soviet Union.

Instead, Truman ordered 
atomic bombs to be used to 
defeat Japan. That meant the 
USA had complete control over 
Japan following the war, and 
the Soviet Union had none.

In 1949, Truman was 
criticised in the USA when 
China became a communist 
country.

FOCUS TASK

What was the main reason for the start of the Cold War?
This table lists reasons for the Cold War starting. Copy and complete it.

● You need to give a brief explanation why each one caused the Cold War, and then rank the reasons 1–5 in terms 
of important (1 is most important). 

● Explain your decision about which reason was the most important.

Reasons
Why did this cause 
the Cold War?

Importance in causing 
the Cold War (1–5)

Long-term rivalry between the Soviet Union and the West

Ideological differences

Tensions during the Second World War

Disagreements at the Potsdam Conference

Soviet actions in Eastern Europe at the end of the war

Truman’s changing attitude towards the Soviet Union

Chapter summary
●	 The	Soviet	Union	was	an	unlikely	ally	for	the	USA	and	Britain	because	of	long-

term	rivalries	–	both	the	USA	and	UK	had	helped	the	Soviets’	enemies	in	the	
Russian	Civil	War,	for	example.

●	 There	were	strong	ideological	differences:	the	USA	believed	in	individual	
freedom	and	competition;	the	Soviet	Union	believed	in	everyone	sharing	for	the	
common	good.

●	 Tensions	developed	during	the	war	as	the	USA	and	Britain	left	most	of	the	fighting	
against	Germany	to	the	Soviet	Union,	which	suffered	terrible	losses.

●	 A	series	of	conferences	at	Tehran,	Yalta	and	Potsdam	aimed	to	find	
agreement	on	how	Europe	would	work	after	the	war	was	won,	but	there	were	
disagreements	over	Germany	and	Eastern	Europe.

●	 The	development	of	the	atomic	bomb	by	the	USA	meant	the	USA	did	not	need	
the	Soviet	Union	to	help	it	defeat	Japan.	The	USA	became	the	world’s	only	
nuclear	superpower.

Key words
Make	sure	you	know	what	these	
terms	mean	and	are	able	to	define	
them.
•	 capitalist
•	 communist
•	 democracy
•	 dictatorship
•	 reparations
•	 socialist
•	 sphere	of	influence
•	 strategic	wartime	alliance
•	 totalitarian

FIGURE 2
Truman’s changing attitudes toward the Soviet Union.
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 1 Exam guidance: Paper 1
This section will help you to understand how to approach each type 
of question on Paper 1. There is guidance on what each type of 
question is asking you to do and support to help you to develop the 
skills you need to answer them. There is a worked example for each 
type of question and example questions for you to practise. You will 
need to focus on the two topics you are studying for Paper 1.

Part (a) questions: inferring an 
impression from an extract
The first question that you will be asked in your exam for Paper 1 will 
look like this: 

Study Extract A. 

What impression does the author give about X? You must use 
Extract A to explain your answer. (6 marks)

This question is asking you to analyse and evaluate an 
interpretation of an event you have studied as part of your course.

What is this type of question asking you 
to do?
● You have to read an extract of between 80 and 100 words, 

which has been written by a historian. This is known as an 
interpretation. The extract will be about something that is 
identified in the examination specification description for this unit – 
your teacher may have given you a copy of this, or you can find it 
on Edexcel’s website.

● In their writing, an author creates an impression by their choice 
of language, their choice of topic and examples, and their tone. 
The historian’s impression in the extract could be, for example, 
positive, negative, sympathetic or unsympathetic. It may give the 
impression that something was a success or a failure. It may give 
the impression that something happened for a particular reason 
or had a particular effect or consequence.

● From reading the extract you will have an impression of the 
author’s view – your inference. An inference is not just repeating 
words or phrases from the extract – it is about the feel you have 
for the overall impression the author is giving. You will know 
when you have an inference because you will then be able to 
support that by selecting certain words and phrases from the 
extract. You can do this by looking for words or phrases that 
support the inference you have made. This will gain you some of 
the 6 marks that are available.

● To gain more of the 6 marks you will also need to look at the 
content the author has selected to create the impression you 
have inferred. You may decide that the author has put emphasis 
on certain things over and above others, or ignored something.

TOP TIPS
● Always start your answer 

with ‘The author gives the 
impression that …’.

● Don’t spend too much of 
the examination time on this 
question.

● Try to complete your answer in 
6–8 minutes.

Key words
Interpretation An interpretation is 
an extract that contains information 
but also the author’s view or opinion 
– an impression of a particular event 
or policy or decision that happened 
in the past.

Inference An inference is a 
conclusion reached on the basis of 
evidence and reasoning.

8322349_Pearson Edex Int GCSE History_001-016(without shrink).indd   14 08/03/21   5:01 PM

15

EXAM
 G

U
ID

AN
C

E: PAPER
 1

A world divided: superpower relations, 
1943–72 – part (a) practice
Study Extract E.

EXTRACT E
From International Relations: the Era of the Cold War 1943–1991, published in 2006.

The USA Marshall Plan was the only financial aid programme offered to all war-
torn European countries to help them re-equip factories and revive agriculture 
and industry. It was also designed to benefit America who wanted to create 
new markets for US goods in Europe. In return, countries who received the aid 
had to buy US goods and allow US businesses to invest in their industries. By 
1953, the USA had provided a staggering $17 billion. This meant that countries 
who took some of this money were strictly under economic control of the USA.

What impression does the author give about the Marshall Plan? 
You must use Extract E to explain your answer. (6 marks)

The author gives the impression that the USA’s Marshall Plan was 
the saviour of European countries after the Second World War. 
This can be seen when the author states ‘the only financial aid 
programme offered to all war-torn European countries’. The author 
supports this with words like ‘benefit’ and ‘had to’. The author puts 
emphasis on what the USA was doing with phrases like ‘provided 
a staggering’. The author has focused on the economic aspects of 
the Marshall Plan and not the political aspects, e.g. encouraging 
countries to develop democratic political systems.

YOUR TURN
Have a go at answering the question below. Once completed you can hand it 
in to your teacher for marking and feedback. Alternatively your teacher can 
give you a simple mark scheme for you to mark your own work. 

Study Extract F.

EXTRACT F
From International Relations: the Era of the Cold War 1943–1991, published in 
2006.

Khrushchev continued to secretly send military supplies to Cuba 
throughout 1962. In September Soviet technicians began to install ballistic 
missiles at bases in Cuba. Khrushchev was able to say that any weapons 
were being sent in order to allow Cuba to defend itself and they were 
not offensive weapons, unlike the ones the USA had place in Turkey. The 
situation suddenly changed on 14 October when a U2 spy plane took 
photographs of Cuba showing Soviet intermediate range missile bases 
were being constructed in Cuba. US cities were now vulnerable to attack.

What impression does the author give about the Cuban Missile 
Crisis? You must use Extract F to explain your answer. (6 marks)

The student has made a valid 
inference and given some 
supporting evidence from the text. 

The student has identified that the 
author has selected evidence that 
creates an economic focus rather 
than a political focus.

The student has given examples 
of how the author has created this 
impression through language.
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