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1 International Relations: the changing 
international order 1918–2001

1.1 The Versailles Peace Settlement

The Treaty of Versailles was an unhappy compromise 
between the USA, Britain and France
l There were three leaders (the Big Three) at the conference that was set up 

to negotiate peace at the end of the First World War: David Lloyd George 
(Britain); Georges Clemenceau (France); and Woodrow Wilson (USA).

l The Big Three had very different agendas: Clemenceau wanted to punish 
Germany severely. Woodrow Wilson wanted a lenient peace that would 
reduce the likelihood of another war.

l Lloyd George was stuck in the middle, because while the British people 
wanted revenge (like France), Britain needed Germany’s economy to recover.

l Ultimately, the Treaty was a compromise. It stripped Germany of:

 all of its colonies

 ten per cent of German land

 12.5 per cent of the German population

 and limited its armed forces to 100,000 men and six small naval vessels.

l Crucially, German had to accept the blame for the war.

l Germany was banned from uniting (Anschluss) with Austria.

l The League of Nations was established as an international police force, but 
Germany was barred from joining.

Versailles was wildly unpopular in Germany and 
many people saw it as a mistake
l The reaction against the Treaty in Germany was immediate and it was 

heavily criticised in the media.

l Many Germans believed Germany had signed an armistice, but had not lost 
the war. The Treaty was therefore seen by many as a betrayal.

l The reparations terms were hugely unpopular, and it was felt that Article 
231 – the War Guilt clause – was unfair in blaming only Germany.

l The resentment of the Treaty was used by many German politicians, 
particularly Hitler, to discredit the new German government (see Chapter 2).

The League of Nations was established to maintain peace
l The League of Nations was the idea of President Wilson. It comprised:

• The Council: the main decision-making 
 body of the League. Met five times a year 
 or when there was an emergency. The 
 council was established so nations could 
 bring their grievances to be arbitrated 
 rather than resorting to war

• The Court of International Justice: 
 helped settle disputes between countries

• A number of committees: 
 – Financial Committee: promoted trade throughout the world in the belief 
  that countries who were trading with each other were less likely to fight 
 – Refugee and Health Committee: designed to improve the quality of life 
  and organise people fleeing from zones of warfare or disease 
 – International Labour Organisation: designed to improve the rights of 
  workers. (This was also designed to limit the spread of Communism from 
  the USSR, which had recently experienced a revolution)

• The Assembly: a parliament which met once a year

Key point

The terms of the 
Versailles Peace 
Settlement severely 
punished Germany for 
the First World War.

 Practice question

Outline the terms of 
the Treaty of Versailles.
  (5 marks)

 Test yourself
1  Who represented 

Britain, France and 
the United States 
at the Paris Peace 
Conference?

2  Why did David Lloyd 
George have a more 
diffi cult agenda to 
achieve than Wilson 
and Clemenceau?

3  Which clause of the 
Treaty of Versailles 
allowed the Allies to 
punish Germany?
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The League of Nations was fundamentally weakened 
by the absence of the USA
l President Wilson wanted the League of Nations to be the organisation 

which would prevent war and encourage peace and prosperity throughout 
the world. The rest of the United States did not feel the same way, and so 
chose not to join the League (see page 9).

l This left the League in the hands of Britain and France. Both countries were 
recovering financially from the effects of the war. They worked as best they 
could to lead the League, but they did not have the money or will to make a 
major impact.

 Stretch and challenge

Explain why the absence 
of the United States made 
the League so much 
weaker.

 You’re the examiner
Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the 
paragraph and the mark scheme provided on pages 180–2. First, decide which level you would award 
the paragraph. Then decide where in the level you would place it. Write the level below, along with a 
justification for your choice.

Outline the functions of the League of Nations.  (5 marks)

Level:   

Reason for choosing this level:   ____________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________________________________

 Eliminate irrelevance
Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the 
paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line 
through the information that is irrelevant and justify your deletions in the margin.

Why did the absence of the United States weaken the League of Nations? Explain your answer.  (10 marks)

The League of Nations was designed to maintain world peace by eliminating the causes of war. 
Most importantly, all member states could bring their grievances against others before the 
Council which would then decide fairly and reasonably which side should win. It also aimed to tackle 
the problems which had been at the heart of confl ict in the past: poverty, trade and resources. 
To this end, the League set up several bodies to address these issues. They set up a Refugee 
and Health Committ ee designed to save lives and improve the living conditions of ordinary 
people. They also att empted to prevent the spread of Communism from the Soviet Union with 
the International Labour Organisation, which was designed to improve the pay and conditions of 
workers throughout the League of Nations.

Woodrow Wilson was an idealist who wanted to ensure world peace. One of his main aims at the 
Paris Peace Conference was to ensure this by creating the League of Nations. The League was 
designed to act as the world’s policeman, and it was going to need a lot of money and men to be 
able to do this. The US Senate decided that it did not want to waste money and lives on confl icts 
that had nothing to do with the USA, so it voted not to join. This meant that the League had lost 
the richest country in the world, and the only country that would have had the real desire to lead 
the League. Instead, Britain and France were left in charge of the League, and both countries were 
more interested in their own agendas and running their empires rather than ensuring peace.
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2 Germany 1925–1955: The People and the State

2.1 The Nazis during the Weimar ‘Golden Years’ 
and the Depression

The years 1924–29 were regarded as the ‘Golden 
Years’ of Weimar
l 1919–23 were traumatic years for Germany, with a series of economic and 

political crises.

l Gustav Stresemann became chancellor in August 1923. Under his leadership 
the Weimar Republic was more stable, although there were still problems.

Positive aspects, 1924–29 Negative aspects, 1924–29

Economic l  Dawes Plan, 1924. The USA agreed to 
lend Germany £40 million. It stabilised 
the economy

l  In 1928, levels of industrial production 
reached the same levels as before the 
First World War

l  Germany regained its status as the 
world’s second greatest industrial power

l  US loans could be called in at any time
l  Economic growth was uneven, favouring big 

business and landowners
l  Peasant farmers and sections of the middle 

classes did not benefit from economic gains

Cultural l  Free expression of ideas was allowed
l  There were new artists, architecture and 

international film stars
l  Berlin became known for its night-life 

and by 1927 there were 900 dance bands

l  Some felt this represented a moral decline, 
especially those living in villages

l  The Wandervogel movement wanted a return to 
simple country values and help for those in the 
countryside

Political l  The Locarno Treaties, 1925. Germany’s 
borders with France and Belgium 
wouldn’t be changed

l  As a result, in 1926 Germany was 
permitted to join the League of Nations

l  By 1929, Stresemann had also negotiated 
the Young Plan, which further reduced 
reparations payments

l  The Weimar Republic was a coalition 
government

l  Around 30 per cent of votes in elections went to 
extremist parties

l  Paul von Hindenburg was appointed president in 
1926. He was opposed to democracy

l  Stresemann was criticised for agreeing the 
Locarno Treaties and joining the League – 
these actions showed he accepted the Treaty of 
Versailles

The Nazis became well known, but were not successful in elections
l In 1919, Anton Drexler founded the German Workers’ Party. By 1921 Hitler 

was its leader.

l The ‘Twenty-Five Point Programme’ set out the policies of the party, stressing 
the superiority of the German people and promoting anti-Semitism.

l Hitler tried to seize power in November 1923, through the Munich Putsch. 
This failed and Hitler was sent to prison.

l Hitler wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle) while in prison. This set out his 
beliefs, such as lebensraum (living space) and that Aryans (white Europeans) 
were the ‘master-race’.

l He also realised that the tactics of the Nazis had to change and rather than 
seize power by force, they would have to come to power democratically.

l But the Nazis still failed to win popular support, gaining only twelve seats in 
the Reichstag in the 1928 elections. Their anti-Semitic policies did appeal to 
some, but they failed to win over the majority of workers.

Key point

Support for the Nazi 
Party grew following 
the Depression and 
the failure of Weimar 
democracy.
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The Wall Street Crash in the USA led to a Depression 
in Germany
l Following the Wall Street Crash, US banks called in their loans from 

Germany. Businesses went bankrupt, and industrial production declined.

l Many people lost their savings, as the banks failed and German money lost 
its value. The middle classes and pensioners were hit hard.

l Unemployment rose. In October 1929, there were 1.6 million people out of 
work. By February 1932, this had risen to over 6 million. More than half of 
young Germans aged 16–30 were unemployed in 1933.

The economic depression led to a political crisis in 
the Weimar Republic
l The Weimar politicians seemed unable or unwilling to deal with the 

economic problems.

l Heinrich Brüning, chancellor from March 1930, cut salaries and social 
benefits, and raised taxes.

l This was unpopular with the Reichstag. Brüning had to use Article 48, 
allowing Hindenburg to make decisions without parliamentary support.

l Germany was no longer functioning as a democracy. Germans turned to 
more extremist parties.

l Between 1928 and 1932, the Nazi Party grew in popularity, ref lected in 
election results of the period. By November 1932, it was the largest party in 
the Reichstag.

l In the 1928 elections, the Nazi Party won three per cent of the vote. By 
November 1932, this had risen to 33 per cent of the vote.

The Nazi Party appealed to voters in Germany for many reasons

Reasons for support
for the Nazis

Hitler promised to make 
Germany great again, 
appealing to the young 
and unemployed

The SA gave the promise of 
law and order – there was 
violence on the streets and 
people were scared

Hitler was an impressive 
and charismatic leader. 
He had authority over 
the SA and the Nazi Party

Businessmen believed the Nazis 
would improve the economy 
and encourage people to spend 
money on goods

Industrialists and 
bankers liked the 
Nazis’ anti-Communist 
beliefs

Farmers believed if the Nazis 
improved the economy, they 
would benefit as people could 
afford to buy more food

Nazi propaganda portrayed Hitler as 
Germany’s saviour. Generalised slogans 
were used, making it harder for people 
to criticise their policies

The Nazis used 
propaganda effectively 
throughout their 
campaigning

Weimar democracy 
had failed to address 
Germany’s economic 
problems

‘Negative cohesion’: 
many Germans shared 
the Nazis’ fears rather 
than their views

 Checklist
Below is a list of reasons which may explain why attitudes towards the Nazi Party changed between 1920 
and 1930. Tick or highlight those reasons which you know are true.
l  Hitler continued to use force to seize power.
l   The Depression made people turn against the 

Weimar Republic.
l  Propaganda portrayed Hitler as Germany’s 

saviour.

l  The Nazis used slogans which were confusing.
l   Before 1928, the Nazis won over the workers.
l   People were more willing to vote for Hitler 

after the Depression because the SA gave the 
impression of providing stable law and order.

 Stretch and challenge

Would the Nazis have 
succeeded in their rise to 
power without the events 
of the Great Depression? 
Summarise your view in 
three sentences.

 Practice question

Describe one example 
of an achievement of the 
Weimar Republic in the 
1920s.  (2 marks)

 Test yourself
1  Give three positive 

aspects and three 
negative aspects of 
the Weimar Republic 
between 1924 and 1929.

2  How did the Depression 
impact Germans?

3  How did the political 
crisis aid the Nazis?

_9781510404052_MRN_OCR_GCSE_History_ExplainModernWorld.indb   33 07/12/2017   15:51

Copyright: Sample material



152 Answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

9 The English Reformation c.1520–c.1550

9.1 The role and importance of the Church in the 
sixteenth century

The Church was an incredibly powerful organisation 
that fulfilled a huge range of roles in society
l The Church was an incredibly powerful institution which dominated life in 

England. In 1520, the Church was making approximately £400,000 
annually, compared to £40,000 a year being earned by the Crown.

l There were 45,000 clergy in England at this time, out of a population of 
around two and a half million. They were led by the Pope in Rome, and 
then by a hierarchy of cardinals, archbishops and bishops.

l At this time, the King of England did not have direct control over the Church.

l Many churchmen were very inf luential members of government. For 
example, all bishops and archbishops sat in the House of Lords.

l The Church was extremely important in maintaining the king’s power, as it 
supported the idea of the Great Chain of Being – the idea that the monarch 
had been placed on the throne by God.

The Church had a huge amount of power because it 
was incredibly wealthy
l Worshippers in the Catholic Church wanted to ensure they went to Heaven 

after death, rather than Hell. This could be achieved, it was believed, by 
making very generous donations to the Church either in life or in your will. 
Indulgences (paying for people to pray for you) were also common.

l Parishioners also had to pay a tax to the Church known as a tithe.

l The Church was an extraordinarily wealthy body, able to pay for lavish 
churches and monasteries: most medieval churches were built of stone and 
are still standing, whereas the wooden houses near them are long gone.

l The Church also gave a great deal of money to the poor and needy.

People were devoted to their religion and 
particularly to their local church
l Most of the English population were rural peasants who would never leave 

the vicinity of their village. Their connection to the rest of the world came 
through their parish priest, who was usually a local man who had been 
educated while being ordained.

l Priests were tasked with leading their congregation in prayer and in teaching 
the lessons of the Bible. In the Catholic Church, the Bible was written, read 
and spoken in Latin, so it was the priest who needed to explain the text.

l There were many elements of Catholic faith, therefore, which revolved 
around the priest giving religion to people through ceremony and ritual, 
such as the Eucharist, where worshippers ceremonially drink wine and eat 
bread which represents the blood and body of Christ.

l Most importantly, religion made a generally very difficult life for the 
peasants considerably more bearable – there were various holy days to 
celebrate, and it gave people the promise of seeing loved ones again in 
Heaven and spending eternity in bliss.

Key point

The Catholic Church 
dominated the medieval 
world – its power and 
wealth exceeded that 
of the monarch.

 Test yourself
1  What was the annual 

income of the English 
Church in the early 
sixteenth century? 

2  Into what did Catholics 
believe the afterlife 
was divided? 

3  What was the name of 
the idea that meant the 
king was ‘meant’ to be 
on the throne? 

_9781510404052_MRN_OCR_GCSE_History_ExplainModernWorld.indb   152 07/12/2017   15:52

Copyright: Sample material



153

Se
ct

io
n 

3 
B

ri
tis

h 
de

pt
h 

st
ud

ie
s

OCR GCSE (9–1) History A

People were also deeply superstitious, and had many 
rituals and beliefs
l The Catholic afterlife was split into three: Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, 

which lay in between the two. Many Catholics believed that prayer and a 
sinless life would result in a shorter stay in Purgatory.

l Communities lavished a great deal of their wealth, devotion and energy on 
ensuring that their church was well decorated, maintained and furnished. It 
would always be the most dominant building in the local area.

l There were a huge number of festivals, holy days (where we get the word 
‘holiday’) and traditions which people enjoyed and found a great comfort. 
A lot of these traditions were ancient and really important to ordinary 
peasants.

l The English peasantry understood their world in terms of God rather than 
science. If they had a bad harvest, if someone was ill or if they had a run of 
bad luck, it was down to God’s will.

 Practice question

Explain how important 
the Church was to the 
people of England in the 
early sixteenth century.
  (10 marks)

 Considering usefulness
Below is a source on church life in sixteenth-century England. Look at the source, and consider how 
useful it is based on the criteria of: content, provenance and context. Rate each one for usefulness out of 
10 and then explain why you think this source is useful to a historian or not.

Content Provenance Context

SOURCE A From Ethan H. Shagan, Popular Politics and the English Reformation, 2003.

On Palm Sunday, … , John Vasye, parson of Lytchett Maltravers in Dorset, was listening to confessions 
when a number of parishioners burst in, threw Vesye out of the church, and took from him both his 
chalice and his keys. Afterwards the parishioners, ‘without authority … assigned another priest to sing in 
the same church, without license [or permission of the local squire]’.

 Complete the paragraph
Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The 
paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding explanatory link back to the 
question. Complete the paragraph adding this link in the space provided.

Explain why the Church was such an important part of people’s lives in the early sixteenth century.  (10 marks)

Because people were not very educated, and because they had no other source of support, most 
peasants relied on the Church for many things. For example, if they were unwell they would visit …

 

 

 

 

 Stretch and challenge

It is really important to 
understand the nature 
of everything that the 
Church did for people. 
Create a mind map which 
shows all of the elements 
of the people and the 
Church.
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