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Assessment focus: British depth study

Evaluation tools Convincing because … Not convincing because …

knowledge It is supported by your own 
knowledge.

It is contradicted by your own 
knowledge.

author You know something about the 
author which makes it convincing.

You know something about the author 
which makes it unconvincing.

purpose It has a purpose which you think 
makes it convincing.

It has a purpose which you think 
makes it unconvincing.

Advice
Before you start, be sure to read the statement carefully. In the stress of an exam it 
can be easy to misinterpret it. In this case the statement is that the dissolution was 
popular. Make sure you are also clear about what the sources say (comprehension and 
inference).

Select: You need to select facts, events and developments that support or challenge 
the views in the sources. This question is about whether people supported the 
dissolution, so select items from this part of your knowledge wardrobe. 

Organise: A good way to start this question is to show you understand what the sources 
are saying at face value and then go on to evaluate them. This is probably the easiest 
approach. but you could also organise your answer by setting out the arguments and 
evidence that the sources are convincing and then set out the counter-argument. 

Fine tune: Do all the usual checking, but here it is worth making sure you used at least 
two of the three evaluation methods (knowledge, author and purpose). You will get 
more credit for using knowledge and author than you will for purpose.

Example answer 

Source A partly convinces me that the statement is correct. It describes all kinds of 
bad behaviour by monks and nuns and even an abbot taking a share in the proceeds 
of piracy. It would have angered people at the time to see monks and nuns behaving 
so badly so that when the king came along and closed down these bad monasteries it 
would have been popular. On the other hand, I am not totally convinced by this source 
because it was from a report produced by Thomas Cromwell. He wanted to reform the 
Church in England. So it is possible that these reports were untrue or exaggerated to 
give Henry VIII an excuse to close down the monasteries. 

Source B also partly convinces me that the statement is true. It also talks about the bad 
behaviour of the monks and nuns, so that means that Sources A and B support each 
other that people were angry about the monasteries. However, many of the MPs who passed 
this law and the other acts that suppressed the monasteries agreed with Cromwell and 
Cranmer (the Archbishop of Canterbury) that the English Church needed reforming and 
that monasteries stood in the way of this. Also, many of the MPs and other rich people in 
the country ended up owning the lands and wealth of these monasteries. So for them the 
dissolution would have been a positive measure. 

Clearly Source C goes against the statement and convinces me that the dissolution 
was a very unpopular measure. Robert Aske says that the monasteries were much 
loved. He also talks about how losing the  monasteries hurt the poor. This is an emotive 
source  written by a rebel, but this makes it a reliable source about how some people 
reacted to the dissolution. Aske was one of the leaders of the Pilgrimage of Grace. 
This was a massive uprising protesting against the dissolution of the monasteries. 
Historians estimate that around 40,000 people marched in protest to Lincoln in 
October 1536, so we can say that Aske was not a one-off troublemaker. 

In conclusion, I would say that it could be argued that the statement is true and 
untrue. The Dissolution was popular with some people as we can see from Sources A 
and B, and from the views of the king and Cromwell and many MPs. On the other 
hand, Source C and the events of the Pilgrimage of Grace show it was very unpopular. 

Practice
There are plenty of practice questions at the end of every topic. Go back and try a 
couple of the 20-mark source-based questions.

Comments

This answer is very good – a Gold 
medal again! It would probably get 
17–18 marks. For each source there 
is have a good comprehension and 
inference working together and 
related to the statement in the 
question. Then we have a range 
of ways in which the sources 
are evaluated – in relation to 
the question. 

Improvements: Probably the only 
thing missing from this answer is a 
conclusion. It would be interesting to 
see which side of the argument the 
candidate found more convincing 
and why. 

Keys to success
As long as you know the content and 
have learned how to think, this exam 
should not be too scary. The keys to 
success are:
1 Read the question carefully. 

Sometimes students answer 
the question they wish had been 
asked rather than the one that 
has actually been asked. So 
identify the skill focus (what they 
are asking you to do). Do they 
want you to write a description, 
an explanation or a comparison? 
Identify the content focus (what 
it is about) and select from your 
knowledge accordingly. 

2 Note the marks available. That 
helps you work out how much 
time to spend on answering each 
question. Time is precious – if 
you spend too long on low-mark 
questions you will run out of time 
for the high-mark ones.

3 Plan your answer before you 
start writing. For essays this 
is particularly important. The 
golden rule is: know what you are 
going to say; then say it clearly 
and logically. 

4 Aim for quality not quantity: in 
the time limits of an exam you 
will not be able to write down 
everything you know. The marker 
would much rather read a short 
answer that really tackles the 
question than page after page of 
material that is not relevant.

5 Check your work. You will never 
have time in an exam to rewrite 
an answer but try to leave 
some time at the end to check 
for obvious spelling mistakes, 
missing words or other writing 
errors that might cost you marks.
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Introduction to the study of the 
historic environment
You will be familiar with using historical sources from your history lessons. You 
have used many written sources – CHRONICLES, church records, official documents 
like Domesday Book or Magna Carta. You have used visual sources from the period 
you have been studying, and a few photographs and maps. In this study, the aim is 
to get you using another type of source – the historic environment. 

Our focus is on castles, and how historians try to work out their story and that 
of the people who lived and worked in them. Experts can read castles and other 
buildings like you can read books or websites. When we put the evidence of 
buildings together with other evidence such as maps, photographs of the site, 
documents such as invoices and accounts, or letters to and from the people in the 
castle, it is possible to build up a detailed and interesting story. 

You will be assessed on your knowledge of a key period of the castle – how and 
why it changed at particular times, for example. However, you will also be assessed 
on how historians use sources as evidence about the past. Remember – a source is 
always useful as evidence about something!

Countess Joan visits Goodrich Castle, 18 November 
1296
Joan de Valence, the recently widowed Countess of Pembroke, spent the winter 
of 1296–97 at Goodrich Castle in Herefordshire, one of her main residences (see 
the photo on the previous page). She arrived on 18 November 1296, probably in 
a coach like the one pictured below. She had about 30 ‘upper servants’ with her, 
who probably travelled with their families alongside them. Then there were about 
15 ‘lower servants’, plus carts (and carters) and pack animals for their luggage. This 
was a large group – perhaps 120 people.

Lords had their castles built in a particular spot for many reasons. They had to be 
convenient; they might need to defend an important place; and they needed to 
demonstrate the wealth and power of their owner (they were, in a way, propaganda 
in stone). Goodrich dominated an important crossing of the River Wye. The 
river itself, and the road that crossed it, were very important transport routes. 
As travellers entered the valley to cross the river, they would have been awed 
by the sight of the castle on top of the steep west side of the valley.

When Countess Joan’s party settled into the castle, this sense of wealth and power 
probably increased. Four years of rebuilding had made Goodrich a state-of-the-art 
fortress palace. It had many comfortable rooms for the countess and her guests, as 
well as a new GREAT HALL and kitchens). Bright paint and tapestries decorated these 
rooms, heated by grand fireplaces. There was a series of large windows, most of 
which had seats so the countess and her guests could sit in comfort and look at the 
spectacular views. The first night’s meal for this large party needed 25 gallons of 
wine and three pigs.

How do we know all this detail from so long ago? This historic environment study 
shows you the range of skills and evidence you need to make statements like the 
ones you have just read. 
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 7.1 
How do we know about castles?

FOCUS

Source 1 shows two parts of 
Goodrich Castle. The keep is the 
tall, grey, rectangular building. 
In front of the keep there is 
another wall, built from a redder 
stone. Source 2 says the keep 
was built around 1150 and the 
outer wall was built around 
1300. But how do we know? 
In this topic, you will learn the 
skills needed to make plans 
like Source 2. You will see it is 
a combination of:

• looking very carefully at what 
survives – the stones

• fitting this into what you know 
about different fashions in 
castle building at different 
times – the styles

• using the surviving 
documents – the story.

There are castles all over England – indeed all over Britain, Europe 
and the Middle East. People built them, lived in them, changed them 
and sometimes fought over them for hundreds of years. You can 
probably look at Source 1 and say it is a castle without ever having 
seen it before or knowing anything about it. Castles were not simply 
defensive structures. They were homes, sometimes palaces, centres 
of administration and a way of displaying power and wealth. In this 
topic, you will concentrate on Goodrich Castle and the nominated 
castle (the one in your exam). 

A landowner named Godric built the first castle at Goodrich before 
1100. There were major changes in about 1150, 1300 and 1450. This 
is typical of a castle’s history. Over a period of 400 years, the needs 
and ideas of the people who owned and lived in a castle changed. 
These changes are a big part of the puzzle in trying to work out how 
people used the castle and why it was built the way it was. For any 
particular part of the castle, the answer might be different at different 
times in its history. 

The difference between the 1150 and the 1300 buildings at Goodrich 
is easy to spot. The stone used in 1150 is light grey and is cut in 
large, rectangular blocks. The 1300 stone is darker and the blocks 
are smaller. So, it is easy to tell them apart – but how do we know 
which came first? Styles help here: the KEEP is of the type built in 
the first hundred years after the Norman Conquest. The wall in 
front is a CURTAIN WALL, of the type built in the twelfth to fourteenth 
centuries. So style suggests a date of around 1300, and documents 
we have available offer a more specific date of 1293–96, when royal 
workers seem to have helped. The work may have been finished by 
late 1296, because when Countess Joan visited more than 200 people 
were living in the castle.

Source 1 Part of the keep and curtain wall at 
Goodrich Castle. 

Source 2 A phased plan of the same part of 
Goodrich Castle, showing the approximate 
dates when parts were built. 
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7 Castles: form and function 

Reading a wall
Once you know what to look for, you can read a wall just like you can read 
a page in this book. We will start by looking at the clues in the stone in 
Source 3, which show that at different times this area looked like Source 4 
and Source 5.

Source 3 The East 
Range (looking north) 
of Goodrich Castle. 
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The single-storey building
1 The scar of a roof-line runs diagonally between the two points marked 1 

in Source 3. This is where the sloping roof joined the end wall of the (taller) 
gatehouse.

2 The stones in the outside wall have a gap where the door was.
3 The remains of the fi replace make sense with the fl oor level.

The three-storey building
4 This is a fi replace, with the chimney going up into the shadow. This means 

there must have been a fl oor at this level, and there cannot have been one in 
the single-storey building. The roof scar would cut through the fi replace. 

5 This looks like a door that was cut in the tower after it was built (compare it 
with the original door (7). This could be an entrance to the same fl oor as the 
fi replace.

6 This looks like another door. This is the main evidence for this building 
having three fl oors.

8 This is a CORBEL (see Factfi le), used to hold up a fl oor or a roof. It is a bit 
low to directly support the roof of this building, so the artist in Source 5 has 
suggested that a BEAM went up from the corbel to support the roof beams.

9 Two square holes have been cut in the wall, probably to fi t two roof beams 
for the top of the ridged roof.

10 Another square hole, larger than the two at point 9. Again, these are probably 
for a roof beam, but one holding more weight.

An earlier version?
The windows marked 11 and 12, which originally provided light for the gatehouse 
behind this wall, do not really make sense with either of the buildings above. 
Window 12 was inside the roof of the single-storey building, which would 
be dark, and the second f loor of the three-storey building would cut across 
window 11 – a sure sign the window was from an earlier stage in the building. 
So originally, perhaps, there was no building here at all, or one with a lower roof.

FACTFILE

Corbels, beams and joists
JOISTS are long timbers that 
support walls or ceilings. Joists 
can be fixed to the walls or 
supported by beams, which are 
stronger timbers. Working out 
where the joists or beams joined 
the wall is the key to working out 
where the earlier floor levels 
were. 

Corbels (stones that stick out from 
the wall), or neat holes or grooves 
to fit the joists into, or ledges to 
rest them on, are the things to 
look for.

corbels

holes for joists

groove and ledge

7.1 How do we know about castles?

Source 5 A later, three-storey building. Source 4 A single-storey hall from the 
late thirteenth century. 
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FACTFILE

Fireplaces
Fireplaces give you different clues:

• A large fireplace probably means 
a large room.

• A fireplace with detailed carving 
probably means a grand room, or 
a private room for an important 
person.

• A fireplace is a good guide to where 
the floor was.

The best way to spot a fireplace is to 
look for a chimney. In early castles, the 
fire was often in the centre of the room, 
with no chimney. But for most of the 
period you are studying, fires were in 
fireplaces against the walls, and they 
had chimneys. In the top photo here, 
there was a stone hood over the fire 
and the smoke would have continued 
up through the top of the hood. In the 
smaller fireplace, you can see the 
remains of the start of the chimney 
going straight up.

Source 6 Inside the south-west tower, 
Goodrich Castle. 

FACTFILE

locking 
bar

hinge

a

b

Doors and windows
Doors and windows are holes in the 
wall, and will always reveal a lot about 
the balance between defence and 
normal life in the part of a castle you 
are looking at. 

For doors, look for evidence of hinges 
and slots for the locking bar (they 
confirm it was a door and tell you 
which side it might be locked from).

For windows, look for 
the balance between 
light and safety (see 
the contrast between 
pictures a and b 
opposite). Also look to 
see how the window 
is finished internally 
(b has large windows 
with window seats – 
evidence that this 
was probably a 
grand room).

Study Source 6. 
1 Why is the bottom window so low? 

(Hint: either because medieval people were 
very strange or because the floor level has 
changed over time.)

2 What evidence can you find that there were 
changes to the tower at various times. 

The big questions
When looking at any feature of a castle, there are several important questions you 
should always ask:

• Was it inside or outside the castle?

• Was it indoors or outdoors?

• What was its purpose – military, administrative, domestic or ‘services’?

• Is there evidence that the answer to any of these questions changed during 
the life of the castle?

We will look at the military and administrative features later in this chapter.

Domestic features to look out for include the following: 

• The great hall – a big room for feasts and day-to-day living and eating. Look 
for evidence of a high ceiling, large windows, a passage to the kitchen at one 
end, perhaps with two or three doors into the hall, a door and a passage or 
stairs to the private apartments of the lord and lady of the castle.

• Evidence that these private apartments may have included smaller rooms with 
high-quality features such as large windows (perhaps with a window seat), 
the remains of a well-carved fireplace and perhaps a private toilet. You may 
sometimes find the main private room, called a SOLAR, in plans.

• Castles usually had more than one set of private apartments. Most had a captain 
or governor who lived there all the time. They would need their own private 
apartments, as would important guests.

The service features might include a chapel, kitchens, storerooms, a BUTTERY 
(originally for keeping wine and beer, but later food as well), stables, toilets and 
a prison.

• Storerooms, the buttery and rooms used as a prison tend to be on the ground 
f loor (or below in cellars). Look for evidence that the door was shut from the 
outside, and no or small windows. 

• Stables would normally be away from the main living accommodation – they 
could be quite smelly!

Source 7 A part of the plan of Goodrich Castle. 

3 The areas shown in three 
photos showing parts of 
Goodrich are marked in red 
on Source 7 (the photos are 
Windows b, Toilets d and 
Source 6). What reasons 
can you find to support 
Source 7 that the blue not 
the green area was the 
great hall?

20 m 0 about 1650 
about 1450 about 1300 about 1150 

0 60 ft 

 

Great hall 

 

Kitchen 

Toilets d

Source 6

Windows b

FACTFILE

Toilets
With over 200 people living in 
Goodrich, the castle needed a 
system for disposing of human 
waste. Toilets could just be a bucket 
with a seat, carried out and emptied 
when needed. But a better solution 
was to build permanent toilets 
(often called garderobes) and find 
a way of transporting the waste 
outside the castle. Building a toilet 
out from the top of an outside wall 
using corbelling was the simplest 
way (a). The seat was outside the 
base of the wall and waste simply 
dropped through. An alternative (b) 
was to build a toilet in the thickness 
of the wall, with a shaft running 
down inside the wall to a cesspit 
at the bottom. Look for:

• corbelled structures on an 
outside wall

• very small rooms, with 
evidence of a seat and a 
hole underneath it

• shafts through the thickness 
on the wall (c)

• holes on the outside wall (d) 
where waste could fall out, or 
where a child could be sent to 
climb in and empty the cesspit.

a

This photograph was taken looking down at 
what remains of the top of the north-west wall. 
Originally the wall was much higher. 

a

b

c

d
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Source 8 The remains of the kitchen at Goodrich. 

FACTFILE

Kitchens
A castle kitchen was big. It fed 
a large community. It was often 
in a detached building – they 
sometimes caught fire. Look for 
evidence of:

• at least one large fire (a) – meat 
would be roasted on a spit and 
pans could be held on hooks 
inside the fireplace.

• ovens for baking bread and pies 
(b). Medieval ovens were dome-
shaped and heated by a fire of 
dry wood inside the oven.

• possibly slightly sloping floor 
and a drain (c).

a

b

c

FACTFILE

Chapel
The castle community needed somewhere to worship, 
so castles usually had a church or large chapel. The 
lord’s family might want a smaller private chapel – if so 
it was normally attached to their private apartments. 
Look for evidence of:

• a room that had an altar at the east end (sometimes 
the whole east end of a chapel might be raised a 
little)

• surviving features such as a sink for washing the 
vessels used in the mass, and a seat for the priest. 
The chapel in Goodrich has both, next to each other.

1 Source 8 shows the left-hand wall of the 
kitchen on the plan in Source 9. Using the plan 
and the photo, how many reasons can you find 
to support the conclusion this was a kitchen?

Different styles of castle building
One of the functions of a castle was to resist attack and to provide ways to kill 
attackers from a position of relative safety. Castle builders – and attackers – were 
in a 600-year arms race to get the advantage. New methods of attack led to new 
styles and new features in castle-building. Occasionally, new castles were built 
in the latest style, but normally it was a case of looking to adapt what was there 
already to make it stronger through elements in the latest style. Knowing the 
broad pattern of styles and when they were fashionable is therefore very useful 
in understanding the development of any castle. 

Motte and bailey (c1000–c1150): Common in Normandy before the conquest, 
the Normans built hundreds of MOTTE and BAILEY castles in the 50 years after 
1066. The motte was a large mound of earth with a wooden fence and tower on 
the top. The bailey was a large enclosure, made by digging a ditch and making a 
bank with the earth, with a wooden fence on top of the bank. These were cheaper 
than stone castles and fairly quick to build. They kept a small group of people safe. 
The problems were that wooden buildings could be attacked with fire, and that 
wood in earth rots, so eventually they would need rebuilding. In addition, the 
space on top of the motte was quite small, so living conditions could be cramped. 
Carisbrooke is a good example of a motte and bailey castle.

Stone keep castles (1066–c1225): From the Norman Conquest, some castles 
were built from stone, for example the Tower of London. These were much 
stronger and bigger (and so more convenient to live in), and they stood as symbols 
of Norman power. There were two main weaknesses. Firstly, they were still rather 
small for the size of the household and garrison that made use of them. Secondly, it 
was difficult to kill attackers from a keep. Defence was a passive strategy and these 
castles were often captured when the people were starved out after a long siege. 
There were three main types of stone keep castles:

• Square keeps’ main defensive feature was their massive stone walls, often 
5 m thick. The holes in these walls were a weakness. The door was usually on 
the first f loor, reached by an external staircase, and the windows were very 
small on the lower f loors. They were too heavy to be built on a motte. Good 
examples include Rochester and Dover.

• Shell keeps were built on the top of mottes. The outer wooden fence of a 
SHELL KEEP was replaced by a stone wall, with rooms built against the inside of 
this wall. Because it was on top of the motte, the walls were not as thick as a 
square keep, but living on top of the motte was still cramped and inconvenient. 
Carisbrooke and Windsor are good examples.

• Round keeps were a later development of square keeps. Some castles were 
taken when attackers broke through the corners of square keeps, and a round 
keep avoided this weakness. However, building technology could not make 
a round keep anywhere near as big as a square one, so they were often too 
cramped. Pembroke and Conisbrough are good examples.

Curtain wall castles (c1125–c1350): Wooden bailey walls were replaced by 
stone walls, called curtain walls. A curtain wall castle did not just have a stone 
wall. It had several of them – with a number of defensive features – usually 
enclosing a considerable area, which might be divided into more than one bailey. 
Most castles that existed in this time became curtain wall castles. They could be 
very large (see the plans on pages 198–199). This solved the problem of not having 
enough space, and grand buildings could be built in the baileys. However, the size 
brought its own problem. Defenders needed a very large garrison to hold a wall 
running all round these large castles. If an attack came at just a couple of points, 
many of the defending soldiers would not be in a position to join the fighting.

ACTIVITY

1 Make and fill in a data sheet 
for each style of castle, giving 
each one a whole page:
– Motte and bailey
– Square keep
– Shell keep
– Round keep
– Curtain wall
– Concentric
– Courtyard
– Post-gunpowder

 Use the following sub-
headings on each data sheet:
– Date
– Description
– Problems
– Evidence of style at 

Goodrich
– Evidence of style at … 

[your nominated castle]
2 Create a table for the 

defensive features on pages 
198–200, using the following 
headings:
– Description
– Problems
– Example at Goodrich
– Example at … [your 

nominated castle]
 Note that not every feature 

may have an entry in the last 
two columns.

3 Using the internet or 
resources from your 
teacher, find pictures or 
plans for each style and 
feature. Where possible, 
choose examples from your 
nominated castle.
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about 1450 

about 1300 

about 1150 
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Source 9 A plan showing the kitchen at Goodrich. 
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FACTFILE

Defensive features

Merlons and embrasures
MERLONS (a) and EMBRASURES (b) 
were cheap, but not much good. 
The defender was safe behind the 
merlon, but to look out or shoot, he 
would need to be in the embrasure, 
which would make him a good 
target. Embrasures could be fitted 
with shutters (c). Look for evidence 
of slots or holes for the axle.

Bratticing
Attackers were most dangerous 
at the foot of the wall – and to see 
that far down defenders had to 
lean a long way out – making them 
a good target. BRATTICING (d) was 
a wooden extension built out from 
the top of the wall. It offered much 
more protection. Look for evidence 
of a line of holes or corbels near 
the top of the wall for the beams 
to go through. Bratticing needed 
a lot of maintenance, and could 
be set on fire or smashed by large 
catapults.

Machicolations
Machicolations replaced bratticing 
with stone, corbelled out from the 
wall (e and f). They were expensive 
but stronger. 

Towers and flanking fire
Fire from the side (FLANKING 
FIRE) was the best way to 
defend the base of the wall. 
Towers, sticking out from the 
wall, were the answer (g). 

Barbicans
Castle designers created 
KILLING GROUNDS, crowding 
attackers together to make 
them an easy target. The 
entrance would always be a 
weak point because people 
needed to use it easily most 
of the time (when the castle 
was not being besieged), but 
they also needed to make it 
as safe as possible in case 
it was. We call the defences 
of an entrance a BARBICAN. 
You can see them at all the 
castles except Stokesay 
on this page (Carlisle is 
hard to spot). At Goodrich, 
attackers were concentrated 
on two causeways then filed 
through a narrow tunnel 
(with ‘murder holes’ in the 
ceiling). Drawbridges, gates 
and portcullises slowed them 
down. It was a complex killing 
ground with well-protected 
firing places.

Source 12 A plan of Carlisle Castle.
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Source 13 A plan of Framlingham Castle.
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Source 15 A plan of Stokesay Castle.
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Source 10 A plan of Carisbrooke Castle.
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Source 11 A plan of Portchester Castle.
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Source 14 A plan of Goodrich Castle.
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Castles c1200–c1500
Concentric castles (c1200–c1350) had at least two curtain walls, one inside 
the other, with the inner wall much taller than the outer wall. The idea was to 
concentrate firepower – wherever the castle was attacked from, many defenders 
could shoot. Should attackers break though the outer wall, they would be 
concentrated together in the small space between the outer and inner baileys, 
which became a good killing ground. Beaumaris is a good example of a concentric 
castle built from scratch, but many castles developed a concentric element by 
building a shorter outer wall or a taller inner one. Dover and Goodrich show 
this development.

Gunpowder was first used in the fourteenth century, but to begin with it did 
not have much impact on castle design. It gave the defenders a new weapon and 
gun loops began to be added, especially to barbicans. Queenborough Castle (built 
1361–77) was the first castle with cannon planned into its defences. In 1405, 
Henry IV captured three powerful castles – Berwick, Alnwick and Warkworth – 
using siege cannon. The balance of power was shifting, and by the middle of the 
century it had shifted decisively – using cannon, the French captured 60 English 
castles in France in one year.

Courtyard castles (c1370–1500): There were not many new castles in this 
period, but those there were tend to be smaller and to move the balance more 
towards comfort and convenience and away from defence. They were usually 
built around courtyards (smaller than the earlier baileys). The outside wall of the 
living space was also the outside wall of the castle. Such castles provided status and 
relative safety for less money, both in terms of building and running costs. Bolton 
and Raglan are good examples. In existing castles, this style can been seen in more 
lean-to buildings against the inside of the curtain walls.

Post-gunpowder castles c1500–c1650 

Medieval castles had been tall and thin. Defences against gunpowder needed to be 
short and fat. Stone walls were shattered by the force of cannon balls. The answer 
was low walls (which were harder to hit) and then walls filled with earth (which 
absorbed the impact of the ball). To use cannon as part of the defence also required 
thick walls – cannons recoil and need space. In the 1530s, Henry VIII built a series 
of castles to use cannon to protect the south coast from possible invasion. Later, 
some castles were given new earth-wall defences, some as late as the Civil Wars 
(1642–51). Many castles were besieged during the this time and, because they had 
shown some military value, some were ‘slighted’ (made indefensible) or completely 
destroyed afterwards. 

No medieval castle could withstand developments in ARTILLERY after 1650, and 
castles that continued to have a military function relied on new defences. Most 
developed into grand homes or were abandoned. When the Duke of Marlborough 
won the Battle of Blenheim in 1704, his grateful nation built him not a castle, but 
a palace (Blenheim Palace, built 1705–33).

How a concentric castle 
concentrates fire on any point.

line of fire to point

inner bailey

outer bailey

FACTFILE

Arrow loops and gun loops
A long slit was all that was needed 
to fire a longbow from. A crossbow 
required a cross-shaped loop 
called an OILET (a). Handguns 
were smaller and at times castles 
just had small circular holes that 
did not leave the gunner enough 
room to see properly in order 
to aim. Raglan Castle had these 
underneath crossbow oilets 
(a – outside and b – inside). The 
upside-down keyhole (c) became 
the usual shape for a gun loop.

a

c

b

Using sources to tell the story of the castle
Historians use a range of sources to discover the story of a castle. 
Below are some of the different types of sources and 
the questions they can help us answer.

What was on the top of a motte?
Archaeology: Source 18 allows us to see what size and shape the 
buildings on the top of this motte were.

Chronicles: The history people wrote for themselves in medieval 
times sometimes includes descriptions (Source 17, which tells us 
things archaeology cannot).

Art: The art of the past can add to our picture. Source 19 shows a 
motte, with what is probably a wooden fence around the top (they 
are trying to set it on fire), and it shows a tower inside that fence.

Using the range of sources, we can see that sometimes they agree 
with each other – Sources 17 and 19 on the fence around the top 
of the motte and the tower inside it. Each also brings something 
unique to help build our answer to the question.

Source 17 A description of the wooden tower 
on top of the motte at Ardres, from a chronicle 
written about 1194. The motte was destroyed 
in 1855, so we do not know how big it was, but 
it was much larger than Abinger (Source 18).
On the ground floor were cellars and granaries, 
and great boxes, barrels, casks, and other domestic 
utensils. On the first floor were the living rooms, 
the rooms of the bakers and butlers, and the Great 
Chamber in which the Lord and his wife slept. Next 
to this was the dormitory of the waiting maids and 
children. In the inner part of the Great Chamber 
was a certain private room, where at early dawn, 
or in the evening, or during sickness, or for warming 
the maids and weaned children, they used to have 
a fire. On the upper floor were garret rooms in 
which, on the one side the sons (when they wished) 
and on the other side the daughters (because they 
were obliged) of the Lord of the House used to 
sleep. On this floor also the watchmen appointed 
to guard the house took their sleep. High up on the 
east side of the house was the chapel. There were 
stairs and passages from floor to floor, from the 
house into the kitchen, and from room to room. Source 18 An archaeologist’s plan of the top of the motte at 

Abinger. The marks show where wooden posts had been.

area of
modern

disturbance

path

200 40 60 80 100

Feet

1 Use Source 17 to make a possible plan 
for each of the three floors of the tower at 
Ardres. There is no right answer, because 
we do not know, but the best answers fit in 
everything the source tells you, use other 
knowledge about castles and interpret the 
source with common sense.

2 Using all three sources, explain what you 
would expect to find on top of the motte in a 
motte and bailey castle.

3  What are the strengths and weaknesses of 
each type of source?

4 Which source is most useful for answering 
this question?

Source 19 A picture 
of an attack on a 
motte and bailey 
castle at Dinan, from 
the Bayeux Tapestry, 
made in the 1070s. 
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How did a lord live in a castle?
Private papers: These sometimes survive, like one small 
part of the papers of Joan de Valence. These enable us to 
find out about her time at Goodrich in 1296–97. 

Art: This shows us, for example, a feast in the great hall, 
the fire cooks used, as well as what a baker’s oven looked 
like in use.

Put this together with the plan and remains at Goodrich 
and it becomes clear that the archaeological evidence 
is actually the ghosts of a fireplace and an oven, which 
strongly suggests this is a kitchen. 

FACTFILE

Joan de Valence: 172 days at Goodrich Castle
Joan de Valence, who owned Goodrich, travelled between 
her different properties with a household of 50 or 60 people. 
During the visit to Goodrich:

• they drank about 25 gallons of wine and 60 gallons 
of beer a day; wine was bought in Bristol and beer in 
Monmouth as the castle’s own brewery couldn’t make 
enough

• they brought corn to bake bread from the surrounding 
area

• woodcutters on Joan’s estates did 212 days work cutting 
wood to heat the castle and cook the food, and 130 
horses and a boat were used to bring the wood to the 
castle

• eleven important nobles visited Joan while she was 
at Goodrich – each would have brought their own 
household

• they ate 13,300 herrings during Lent (the six weeks 
before Easter)

• the Christmas Day feast involved 1½ beef cattle, 2 pigs, 
12 ducks, 18 chickens, 2 peacocks, cheese, eggs and fish 
for those who would not eat meat for religious reasons

• she gave food for 20 poor people a day (and 61 on St 
Catherine’s day)

• she sent a number of business letters, and employed a 
messenger to take them; London and her lands in Kent 
were a 12 day round trip for him

• a servant went to Bristol to buy new white robes for the 
entire household for Whitsun (six weeks after Easter).

1 What effect would a visit from Joan have on the castle?
2 What effect would a visit from Joan have on the 

surrounding area?
3 Make a sketch of the plan of the kitchen at Goodrich 

(see page 196). Mark on the fire and ovens. 
4 How do these sources help you have a better answer 

than when you just had the plan and photo?

Source 20 The lord and his guests feasting, from a book made 
between 1320 and 1345 with many paintings of daily life. 

Source 21 Cooks roasting fowl in front of the fire, from the 
same book as Source 20. 

Source 22 A medieval baker putting bread in the oven. 

Why do we know more about royal castles?
Just like the government today, the government in medieval 
times had lots of administrators – and they created a lot of 
records. The king’s ministers sent orders to local government 
and to the constables of royal castles. Detailed accounts were 
kept showing how money was spent, and these accounts 
were sent back to London to be checked. Many of them 
survive today.

Legal documents: These were important at the time so 
they were kept carefully. They usually record the transfer 
of land, but Source 23 is unusual. It is a charter listing the 
statutes of Dover Castle – the rules for the garrison.

Orders: Orders issued from the government – copies of 
which were kept in London – tell us a lot about the day-to-
day running of castles, for example when money was spent 
for repairs or how they were garrisoned. Source 24 just picks 
out the orders for Carlisle Castle for one year, but hundreds 
of years of these documents survive.

Accounts: These are the lifeblood of government. 
Edward I built a series of mighty castles in Wales during 
his wars of conquest. Source 25 summarises what we can 
discover from the accounts of the building of these castles. 
The king took skilled and unskilled workers from all over 
England to work on this massive castle-building programme.

Castles owned by Joan de Valence probably generated almost 
as many orders and accounts as a royal castle, but they have 
been lost. Government records are more likely to survive. 

Source 25 A map summarising the data in the royal accounts 
about the workers used on the Welsh castles, 1282–83. 

Source 23 From the statutes of Dover Castle, made 
between 1265 and 1298.
I At sunset the bridge shall be drawn, and the gates 

shut; afterwards the guard shall be mounted by 
twenty warders on the castle walls.

II  Any warder found outside the walls, or otherwise 
off  his guard, shall be put in the Donjon prison, and 
punished besides in body and goods at the Constable’s 
discretion.

IV  It is established by ancient rule that if a chief guard 
discover a warder asleep, he shall take something 
from him as he lies ... or cut a piece out of part of his 
clothes, to witness against him in case the warder 
should deny having been asleep, and he shall lose his 
day’s wage, viz 2d. 

VI  Either sergeant or warder using vile language shall 
be brought before the Constable, who shall have the 
matter considered. … He who was in the wrong shall 
lose his day’s pay – if the Constable so wills.

Source 24 Royal Orders for Carlisle Castle, 1316.
1 April: To John de Castre, constable of the castle of 
Carlisle. The king is sending John de Castre’s messenger 
back with 200 marks to be used to govern the castle 
and town.
25 June: To John de Castre, he is to appoint lawful men 
to survey all the king’s stores held by John de Bromleye, 
and give the stores and the list to Robert de Barton, whom 
the king has appointed keeper of his stores in the area. 
Bromleye has not handed over the stores as he was told, 
and may have disappeared.
28 September: To the sheriff of Cumberland, to spend 10 
marks on repairing the houses and walls of Carlisle castle.
23 November: To the tax collectors of the North Riding 
of Yorkshire, to pay £82.54 to Andrew de Harkla as he is 
owed money for his ransom from the Scots and for wages 
for himself and his men for garrisoning the castle 
at Carlisle.
The same to the tax collectors of the East Riding for £300.
The same to the tax collectors of the West Riding for £200.

1 What does Source 23 suggest were the problems 
the constable of Dover Castle worried about?

2 List the things you can learn about Carlisle Castle 
from Source 24.

3 Does Source 25 prove more work was done on the 
Welsh castles in 1282 than in 1283?

4 Which of these sources is more useful for:
a studying life in a castle?
b understanding how royal castles were used?
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FOCUS TASK

What were the functions of a castle?
The table below lists the functions of a castle that are covered in this topic. 
Fill in the information below the heading ‘Type’ for Goodrich Castle and your 
nominated castle. Return to this table and fill in the information as you read 
about each function.

The functions of a castle

Goodrich Castle Nominated castle

Type (royal or baronial)

Goodrich was first built as a baronial castle, 
but, in 1176 ...

e.g. First built by King William II in 1092, 
Carlisle was a royal castle ...

Site
 

Protection
 

Power base
 

Living and working
 

Defensive
 

Later uses
  

Royal and baronial castles
An easy distinction to make is between a ROYAL CASTLE, controlled by the 
monarch, and a BARONIAL CASTLE, controlled by one of their subjects. It is an 
important distinction, and more documentary evidence survives about royal 
castles. So, why were some castles royal? The main reason is that they guarded 
(or dominated) strategically important places. The Tower of London was always 
a royal castle, and it dominated London. Dover (guarding the most important 
channel crossing) and Carlisle (guarding the western end of the border with 
Scotland) were always royal castles. Others became royal castles for short periods. 
There were two main reasons for this:

• Lack of an heir: Goodrich was a royal castle between 1176 and 1204, 
because the owner died without an heir and it was only 28 years later that the 
king granted it to a new lord. Kenilworth also became a royal castle when 
the owner died in 1174. This was a time of civil war and the king, Henry 
II, decided it was strategically important so he garrisoned and strengthened 
it. Kenilworth remained a royal castle for 70 years and there was significant 
rebuilding in this time.

• Confiscation: Sometimes the monarch simply seized control of a castle, 
if its owner had been charged with treason, perhaps, or because it seemed 
strategically too important to leave in private hands. Henry II took 
Portchester in 1154 for strategic reasons. He ruled lands on both sides 
of the Channel and Portchester dominated a major cross-Channel harbour. 
It remained a royal castle.

FOCUS

Castles had many different 
functions. Over time, the relative 
importance of these different 
functions changed. One of the 
main clues for understanding this 
will be the changes made to the 
buildings at different times. In 
this topic, you will read about the 
various and changing functions of 
castles. All the time, you should 
try to relate what you are learning 
to your nominated castle. 

FACTFILE

The development of Goodrich
c1070–c1125 Motte and bailey 
castle built by Godric.

c1125–50 Goodrich was close to 
the Welsh border, and raids into 
England were common. The stone 
keep was built.

1138–1247 Goodrich owned by 
powerful nobles who did not live 
there. A constable controlled the 
castle, which was home to a small 
community and garrison.

1216 Goodrich was besieged by 
the Welsh, but quickly relieved by 
English troops.

1247–1327 Goodrich owned by 
the de Valence family – major 
landowners who moved between 
various castles. Major works 
included a new curtain wall and 
much grander domestic buildings. 

1277–95 Wales was conquered 
by Edward I in a series of wars 
and the border was strategically 
important.

1327–1421 Goodrich was owned 
by another powerful family, 
which spent less time there but 
strengthened the barbican, rebuilt 
the chapel and added a prison.

205

 7.2 
The functions of a castleREVIEW TASKS

This topic has concentrated on what you can learn from the stones, the styles and 
the story. Your study of castles requires you to concentrate on your nominated 
castle as well as having a good general understanding of the subject. 

You will need more information about your nominated castle. The castle factfiles on 
pages 220–229 give you the key information to start you off – a copy of the phased 
plan, a view of the site today, information about its major events and a photo with 
evidence from the site.
1 Using materials from your teacher or an internet search for images of your 

castle, find photographs of parts of the castle that the phased plan says were 
built in different times. Source 26 on this page is another example. The starting 
point is the phased plan of the kitchen next to the keep. One small section 
of this plan has been enlarged and placed next to a photograph that shows 
the remains at this point. The keep (peach on the plan) has large rectangular 
stones. The oven (green on the plan) has stones that are smaller, a different 
colour and irregular. 

 Find and explain at least three examples like this for your nominated castle.
2 Using the factfile, make a timeline of the main events in the story of your castle.

TOPIC SUMMARY

How do we know about castles?
1 Historians have to work out a lot about the use and development of a castle 

from the remains as they are today. 
2 Corbels, grooves, ledges and holes for beams are all evidence of where a floor 

or a roof might have been.
3 Fireplaces, doors and windows are all good clues about where floors were, 

and also about the social status of the people who used the room.
4 Toilets could just be a bucket with a seat, but later they were usually built-in 

and can be spotted by the remains of a seat over a shaft or a hole.
5 Most castles had chapels – they often had a small sink and/or a seat cut into 

a wall.
6 Kitchens were usually in a separate building because of the fire risk. Evidence 

includes very large fireplaces (a lot of cooking was over an open fire) and bread 
ovens.

7 Most castles started as motte and bailey castles, built from earth and wood.
8 Many castles had stone keeps added between c1070 and c1225.
9 Curtain wall castles (c1125–c1350) could be very large, with strong walls and 

additional defensive features.
10  Concentric castles (c1200–c1350) had higher walls and towers inside shorter 

outer walls to maximise firepower.
11 Siege cannon were first effective in about 1400 and by 1450 they could destroy 

any existing castle wall in time.
12 Courtyard castles (c1370–1500) were smaller and more comfortable. After 

siege cannons, it was hard for any castle to survive a determined siege.
13 Post–gunpowder castles (c1500–c1650) had low, thick walls, usually filled 

with earth.
14 Chronicles were history books written in medieval times, usually describing 

the recent past. They have stories of sieges and some descriptions of castles.
15 Private and state records, such as accounts, give us evidence of life in castles.

Source 26 The phased plan and 
remains of part of the kitchen at 
Goodrich Castle. 
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Assessment focus: Study of the historic environment Assessment focus: Study of the historic environment

ASSESSMENT FOCUS
How the study of the historic environment will be 
assessed
The historic environment study on castles will be examined in Paper 3, along with 
the British depth study on the Reformation. The historic environment part is worth 
20 marks – 10 per cent of your total GCSE. You should spend about 30 minutes on this 
part of the paper. Each year the exam is on a different site – and you will have studied it 
in depth. 

Question 1 will test the first two assessment objectives:

• AO1: knowledge and understanding

• AO2: explanation and analysis.

Question 2 will test AO1 and AO2, but it will also test:

• AO3: analyse, evaluate and make use of sources from the time.

Above all, the paper is assessing your ability to think and work like a historian. In the 
introduction, you looked at how historians work (page 4). There we set out some steps 
that historians take:
1 focus
2 ask questions
3 select
4 organise
5 fine tune.

The exam questions have already chosen a focus (stage 1) and they have asked questions 
(stage 2). What the examiner wants from you is stages 3, 4 and 5. 

Question 1
Question 1 will ask you to explain an important aspect of the history of the castle you 
have studied. This will cover a period in the history of the castle but not its whole 
history. For example:

Explain why Conwy Castle fell into disrepair in the period 1400–1600. (10 marks)

 ●
Bronze (up to 25% of the marks): You describe a few events relating to the 
castle (e.g. no money was spent on the castle after 1400 and in 1406 there 
were only 12 archers).

 ●
Silver (up to 60% of the marks): You explain how the castle fell into 
disrepair (e.g. after 1400 no money was spent on the castle; by the early 
1500s it was used for storage but mostly unmanned; local people started to 
steal the stone).

 ●
Gold (up to 100% of the marks): You build on the Silver level to make it 
really clear why the castle fell into disrepair (e.g. Wales was no longer a 
war zone). This will probably involve several reasons. 

Even a Gold answer can be improved by ensuring you have:

• a clear conclusion that rounds off your argument

• used a range of examples as supporting evidence and included relevant and 
detailed knowledge in your supporting examples

• a balanced answer which shows you understand that there might be more than one 
view about the question or explains how the different factors are connected. 

Advice
Select: Focus on the reasons why the castle fell into disrepair. Select at least two 
causes. 

Organise: The important thing is to organise your knowledge in a relevant way to 
answer the question. Have a clear sense of what you are trying to say. In this question a 
good way to organise your answer might be: 

Fine tune: Do all the usual checking but make sure you say which of your reasons you 
think is more important. 

Example answer 

By 1400, English rulers believed that their control of Wales was relatively secure. For 
most of that time England was torn by the Wars of the Roses and the battles in this 
war were not fought in Wales. 

Another reason why Conwy declined was that English rulers no longer needed a 
military outpost there. By the 1520s, Conwy was being used again but not really 
as a military building. Henry VIII did carry out repair work on the castle but not on 
a big scale. The castle was used as a prison and as a place for storing goods and as 
a place where official visitors could stay. Henry was fighting wars in Ireland and 
Conwy was a useful staging post for armies and officials on their way to Ireland but 
it did not have an important military role. 

So the combination of location and changing political situation meant that English 
rulers did not need or want to spend money on Conwy Castle in the period 1400–
1600. This view is supported by the fact that when the English Civil War began in 
the 1640s and troops from Ireland were brought into England through North Wales 
Conwy was repaired and played an important military role again. 

Practice
We gave this answer a Gold medal. You can use the same idea to assess your own 
answers on your nominated castle. Afterwards, read over your answer and see which 
medal you might award yourself.

Question 2
Question 2 is a challenging question that requires effective use of knowledge and an 
understanding of how historians use sources. There will always be two sources. One 
will usually be a document and the other a visual source such as a map, a photograph or 
a plan. For example:

Study Sources A and B. Which of these sources is more useful to a historian studying 
the first hundred years of Conwy Castle (from the 1280s to the 1380s)? (10 marks) 

 ●
Bronze (up to 25% of the marks): You summarise the 
sources or pick out a few details from the sources.

 ●
Silver (up to 60% of the marks): You make an inference to explain how the 
content of each source is useful about the history of the castle (e.g. A is 
useful as it shows the size and scale of Conwy Castle).

 ●
Gold (up to 100% of the marks): You make an inference to explain how the 
content of each source is useful about the history of the castle and the role 
of the castle at particular times (eg A is useful as it shows the size and scale 
of Conwy Castle. The fact that it was so big tells us … ). 

There were several reasons why Conwy Castle fell into disrepair in this period. 

First of all …

Another reason why Conwy declined was … 

Comments
There is no need to improve this 
answer – it is a Gold medal response. 
It has a clear opening and then sticks 
to the line that the opening suggests 
it will follow. The final sentence is not 
necessary but it is a nice ending to 
the answer. There is a good analysis 
of two separate reasons. In each case 
the answer explains how each factor 
sent Conwy into decline. 

Aim of the question
The key word here is ‘why’. 
Examiners are looking for an 
explanation of why the castle 
fell into disrepair. It would be 
easy to miss this point and 
simply describe what 
happened to the castle. 
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When Edward I chose this site he went against the usual policy of putting castles 
on high ground so that the Castle could control the river. Source A is also useful 
in showing how determined Edward I was to conquer Wales and hold on to it. The 
massive fortifications and towers we can see were designed to intimidate and 
oppress the Welsh as well as provide English forces with a secure base. Source A has 
its limitations of course. As it is a modern photograph it shows the road layout and 
the railway bridge next to the castle. This modern development obscures features 
and details which might have been visible in earlier maps or plans. And obviously 
the castle is now a ruin and so the photograph cannot show us what it was like in the 
period 1280–1380 when it was a thriving and important site with many troops and 
officials. On the other hand Source A does show us the basic layout of the castle and 
so we know that this is what it looked like then and now.

Source B is also useful to historians. Obviously it shows how much was spent on 
the castle at different times. From this we can tell that the castle must have been 
important to Edward I. The first two figures show the main cost of the castle when 
it was being built. This would be hundreds of millions of pounds today. This shows 
how serious Edward I was about conquering Wales and how important Conwy was 
in his plans to do that. The other figures are also useful. The £500 shows us what the 
running costs were for the castle once it had been built. This was actually relatively 
cheap because castles this size could cost a lot more. The figures from 1304 to 1330 
suggest that the castle is not really being used much and that there are few soldiers 
or servants running it. We know that in the 1300s the conquest of Wales was fairly 
successful and this source is useful evidence to support that view. As with Source E, 
the source does have its limitations. The most obvious one is that it covers a limited 
time period. Also we need to use other sources such as chronicles to check some of the 
points we make, such as Wales being more peaceful in the early 1300s. 

On balance I think that source A is the more useful source because it provides 
evidence that does not need to be checked and it covers a longer time span than 
Source EB. Source B is very useful but for different purposes and overall Source A 
is better. 

Practice
Once again we gave this answer a ‘gold medal’. You can use the same idea to assess 
your own answers on your nominated castle. Afterwards, read over your answer and 
see which medal you might award yourself.

Keys to success
As long as you know the content and have learned how to think, this exam should not be 
too scary. The keys to success are:
1 Read the question carefully. This may sound obvious, but there is a skill to it. 

Sometimes students answer the question they wish had been asked rather than the 
one that has actually been asked. So identify the skill focus (what they are asking 
you to do). Do they want you to write a description, an explanation or a comparison? 
Identify the content focus (what it is about) and select from your knowledge 
accordingly. 

2 Note the marks available. That helps you work out how much time to spend on 
answering each question. Time is precious – if you spend too long on low-mark 
questions you will run out of time for the high-mark ones.

3 Plan your answer before you start writing. For essays this is particularly important. 
The golden rule is: know what you are going to say; then say it clearly and logically. 

4 Aim for quality not quantity: in the time limits of an exam you will not be able to 
write down everything you know and can think of – even if it is relevant. The marker 
would much rather read a short answer that really tackles the question than page 
after page of material that is not relevant.

5 Check your work. You will never have time in an exam to rewrite an answer but try 
to leave some time at the end to check for obvious spelling mistakes, missing words 
or other writing errors that might cost you marks.

Source A An aerial photograph of the remains of Conwy 
Castle in North Wales.

Source B Extracts from accounts showing spending on 
Conwy Castle in the period 1283–1330.
March 1283 to November 1284 £5819 
December 1284 to December 1292 £7870 
February 1296 to February 1301 £500 
December 1304 to December 1330 £88 

Question 2 specialist advice
This question asks you to compare two sources and explain whether you think one 
source is more useful than the other. There are few essential points to bear in mind. 

All sources are useful for investigating some aspect of the past. Do not try to argue that 
one source is useful and the other one is not. 

Examiners want you to show how each source is useful. They are not interested in how 
it is not useful. You will get no credit for this. Candidates often argue that a source is 
biased so it is not useful. But actually if a source is biased that makes it useful – it tells 
us about the author of the source. It is a good idea to think ‘How is it useful …?’ rather 
than ‘How useful is it ….?’ 

Comparing the sources is quite difficult so examiners will give you a bit of leeway. It is 
acceptable to explain how each source is useful about different things. You will not be 
penalised if you do not argue that one is more useful. Even a Gold medal answer can be 
improved by ensuring you have:

• a valid conclusion that rounds off your argument

• evaluated several sources in your answer 

• clearly explained why historians hold particular views.

Advice
Before you start, make sure you are clear about what the sources say (comprehension 
and inference).

Select: You need to select facts, events and developments that support or challenge 
the views in the sources. So select items from this part of your knowledge wardrobe. 

Organise: A good way to start this question is to show you understand what the sources 
are saying at face value and then go on to explain why historians find this information 
useful. 

Fine tune: Do all the usual checks, but above all make sure that you have made 
inferences, and that your inferences are supported. 

Example answer 

Both sources can be useful to historians studying Conwy Castle in this period. 
Source A is extremely useful because it can tell us many things about why Conwy 
Castle was built and why it was built in that particular place. We can see from the 
photograph that Conwy was built at the mouth of the River Conwy. This was so that 
the castle could be supplied effectively, even if it was under attack from the land. It 
was also so that the castle could control trade going up and down the river. 

Comments

This answer is very good – a Gold 
medal again! It would probably 
get 10 marks. For each source 
comprehension and inference work 
together well and relate to the 
question. As well as pointing out how 
the source is useful about the castle, 
the candidate has used knowledge 
effectively to show how the castle 
was important in the events of the 
time. 

Probably the only thing you could 
criticise about this answer is that it 
is too long. It is probably worth about 
17 out of 10! This is not as good as 
it sounds. When you over-answer, you 
usually run short of time for other 
questions.
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