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SOURCE 7
Hitler’s dictatorship differed in one fundamental point from all its predecessors 
in history. It was the first dictatorship in the present period of modern technical 
development which made complete use of all technical means for the domination 
of its own country. Through technical devices like the radio and loud-speaker, 
eighty million people were deprived of independent thought. It was thereby 
possible to subject them to the will of one man.

Albert Speer, a leading Nazi, speaking in 1945.

SOURCE 5

Poster advertising cheap Nazi-produced 
radios. The text reads ‘All Germany hears 
the Führer on the People’s Radio.’ The 
radios had only a short range and were 
unable to pick up foreign stations.

SOURCE 6
August 1937: There are cinema evenings to be caught up with, very enjoyable ones 
– if only there were not each time the bitterness of the Third Reich’s triumphalism. 
The renewal of German art … enthusiastic welcome for the Führer in X or Y … 
Goebbels’ speech on culture … the biggest lecture theatre in the world, the biggest 
autobahn [motorway] in the world, etc. etc. – the biggest lie in the world, the biggest 
disgrace in the world. It can’t be helped.

An extract from the diary of Victor Klemperer, a Jewish man who lived in Dresden.

SOURCE ANALYSIS
You saw on page 193 that historians find all sources useful – even biased 
ones. Study all of the sources in this section and decide which ones are 
useful as evidence about:
● the aims of Nazi propaganda
● the message(s)
● the methods used
● the importance of propaganda to the Nazis
● the impact of propaganda.

FOCUS TASK

Propaganda and Nazi control
Explain why propaganda made opposition to the Nazis difficult.

Factors you could include:

● how propaganda discouraged opposition
● how propaganda created support for the regime
● how propaganda led to disinterest
● how propaganda entertained and distracted Germans.

REVISION
You don’t need to do these tasks now, use them when you are revising for a 
test, or a mock exam, or the real thing.

Task 1
Go back over this chapter. Cover up the text so that you can only see the 
Retrieval Practice tasks. See if you can answer them without looking at the 
text.

Task 2
Ask your teacher to provide you with copies of the visual sources and 
figures in this chapter. Turn these slides into a presentation and see if you 
can tell the story of how the Nazis tried to control and influence attitudes in 
this period using only these sources.
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