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But Hitler was not finished. He had seen how the Civil Service, the 
judiciary, the army and other important groups had undermined 
the Weimar Republic. He was not going to let that happen to 
him. He continued to strengthen his power in a process called 
Gleichschaltung, or Co-ordination. This involved bringing all 
aspects of the state under Nazi control, as you can see from 
the table below. In addition to these measures, local Nazi Party 
activists started to take over sports and social clubs and tried to 
get Germans to boycott Jewish businesses.

RETRIEVAL PRACTICE
1 Write your own definition of 

Gleichschaltung.
2 Name two examples of 

Gleichschaltung and describe 
how they helped Hitler secure his 
power.

3 Who was leader of the SA  
in 1933?

4 Describe two reasons why  
Hitler was concerned about  
the SA.

SOURCE 5

A poster produced by opponents of the 
Nazis commenting on the Night of the 
Long Knives.

SOURCE ANALYSIS
Is this source more useful as 
evidence about the Nazis or the 
opponents of the Nazis? Look back 
at the source checklist on page 193 
to help you.

April 1933 to January 1934 (Gleichschaltung)

Civil Service administration, court and education services purged of Jewish and 
other opponents of the Nazis

Trade unions banned; all workers to belong to new German Labour Front (DAF)

Law against the Formation of New Parties: Germany became a one-party state

Concordat (agreement) with the Roman Catholic Church: government protected 
religious freedom; Church banned from political activity

All Lander (local state governments) taken over and a Nazi governor appointed

Step 3: The Night of the Long Knives
By the middle of 1934, Hitler turned his attention to what he saw 
as another major threat – the SA and particularly its leader, Ernst 
Röhm. After forcing Röhm to resign in 1925, Hitler reinstated him 
in 1930, but by 1933 there was growing tension between them:

● The SA was nearly 3 million strong. They were fiercely loyal to 
Röhm. Worse still for Hitler, the SA mostly supported Röhm’s 
calls to tax elite groups in society like the industrialists and 
landowners to help the unemployed. Since Hitler was in power 
because of his support from Germany’s elite groups, to Hitler, 
Röhm began to look like a potential rival for power.

● Röhm also clashed with other leading Nazis, particularly Heinrich 
Himmler, commander of the SS. Himmler wanted to increase 
the power and status of the SS over the SA. Herman Goering 
had ambitions to take charge of Germany’s armed forces and he 
also saw Röhm as a potential threat to this ambition.

● Another elite group, the army commanders, were suspicious of 
Röhm. They thought that the SA was a disreputable force and 
were unsettled by Röhm’s talk of making the SA into a second 
German army.

Hitler had to choose between the army and the SA. He made 
his choice and acted ruthlessly. On the weekend of 29–30 June, 
squads of SS men arrested Röhm and other leading figures in the 
SA. Hitler accused Röhm of plotting to overthrow and murder him. 
Over the weekend, Röhm and possibly as many as 400 others 
were executed. These included the former Chancellor Schleicher 
and Gregor Strasser, another old rival of Hitler’s (see page 238). 
Although the killings took place over the whole weekend, this 
purge came to be known as the Night of the Long Knives.
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