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INTERPRETATION 3
These alternative forms of behaviour show that considerable sections of the 
younger generation rejected Nazism. When the Hitler Youth seemed to have 
established itself officially, with compulsory membership, it was met with apathy 
and rejection on the part of many adolescents, who were constantly to be found 
along the border line between passive and active insubordination [disrespect]. 
Despite various forms of repression, opposition groupings seem also to have been 
attractive to many teenagers.

Extract from an article by the historian Detley Peukert in 1985. Peukert was one of the 
first historians to really research youth movements seriously.

INTERPRETATION TASK

How serious was youth opposition to the Nazi regime?
1 Look back to Interpretation 2 on page 259. Explain how and why 

Interpretations 2 and 3 differ. This could be because of:
● the main area(s) they focus on
● their ideas about what opposition meant
● the sources they have used
● the approach they have taken.

2 Look again at Interpretation 3 and write three paragraphs to explain how 
far you agree with it. Organise your answer in paragraphs:
● What is the main argument in the Interpretation?
● What events or facts support this argument?
● What events or facts oppose this argument? (You may also want to 

consider the standpoint of the author.)
● This is only a short extract from an article. What other points do you 

think the historian might have mentioned?

REVISION
You don’t need to do these tasks now, use them when you are revising for a 
test, or a mock exam, or the real thing.

Task 1
Go back over this chapter. Cover up the text so that you can only see the 
Retrieval Practice tasks. See if you can answer them without looking at the 
text.

Task 2
Ask your teacher to provide you with copies of the visual sources and 
figures in this chapter. Turn these slides into a presentation and see if you 
can tell the story of how much support there was for the Nazi regime in this 
period using only these sources.
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