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1.2	The development of the 
Cold War
FOCUS
The USA and USSR never actually declared an official Cold War. Each side took 
actions or reacted to the actions of the other side, which increased tensions 
between them. In this chapter, you are going to look at these actions and 
reactions and assess how they affected superpower relations in the period 
1947–49.

FOCUS TASK

What were the consequences of the developments of 1947–49?
Draw up your own blank version of this table. As you work through this chapter, list the consequences of each ‘move’ 
made by Truman or Stalin.

● Consequences for USA, e.g. Did USA change its policies? Did it harden attitudes in the USA towards USSR?
● Consequences for USSR and satellite states, e.g. Did USSR change policies or bring in new policies? Did it increase 

Soviet control?
● Consequences for relations between USA and USSR, e.g. Did relations get better or worse? Or both?

We have started the Truman Doctrine for you, but you can add other points we may have missed.

Key events Consequences for 
relations between USA 
and its allies

Consequences for 
relations between USSR 
and satellite states

Consequences for relations 
between USA and USSR

Truman Doctrine  
March 1947

This was a big change 
for USA. USA was 
now committed to 
international involvement 
– containment of 
communism.

Stalin was alarmed 
by aggressive US 
policy and this led to 
tighter Soviet control of 
satellite states.

Made relations with USSR 
worse. Each side felt threatened 
by the other. Each side accused 
the other of trying to expand 
their power and influence over 
other countries.

Marshall Plan  
June 1947 onwards
Cominform October 1947

Comecon January 1949

Berlin Crisis 1948–49

NATO 1949

Source 1 is commenting on one important development that took 
place in June 1948, the Berlin Blockade and airlift. You will find 
out more about this on pages 20–21. But although this cartoon 
is about the airlift, it is actually a good way of picturing the 
developments in the Cold War from 1947 to 1949. When one side 
made a move, the other side reacted. In other words, each event 
or action had important consequences.

SOURCE 1

An American cartoon from 1948 showing 
Truman and Stalin playing chess.
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