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As Figure 2 shows, it was an effective takeover. It was also brutal 
at times. Communists often worked with other parties at first but 
they gradually took control. Opposition parties were banned and 
their leaders were arrested or sent into exile. In some cases, they 
were beaten or even murdered.

To Stalin, control of Eastern Europe made sense. If he controlled 
the region, nobody would be able to invade through it. To Truman, 
Stalin’s control of Eastern Europe was evidence that Stalin was 
building an empire.

In a famous speech in 1946, Churchill referred to the border 
between Western and Eastern Europe as an ‘Iron Curtain’. After 
this, the term became the widely used name for the border 
between communist Eastern Europe and the West.

Truman shared Churchill’s concerns and he believed that Stalin 
wanted to take over the rest of Europe as well.
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The Allies had given the USSR control
of the eastern zone of Germany. It was
run by the USSR until the creation of the
German Democratic Republic in 1949.

Communist-controlled
governments showing dates 
when they gained power

Countries that were enemies 
of the USSR during the
Second World War, showing
dates when communists won
power
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The Iron Curtain

FIGURE 2

The Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe 1945–48. The red line shows the Iron Curtain.

FOCUS TASK

Write your own narrative of the Grand Alliance: Part 3
You are now going to extend your narrative after the Potsdam Conference to 
include the atomic bomb and the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe.

Use these sentence starters and select two points to include in each sentence.

Relationships were further strained   
after the Potsdam Conference … 

The USA developed A-bombs and used them against  
Japan in August 1945. Stalin’s response was …  

Between 1945 and 1948, most Eastern European  
countries became communist. For example, … 

This was achieved by … 

RETRIEVAL PRACTICE
3  What is the Iron Curtain  

and how did it get its name?
4 Give one reason why Stalin wanted 

to control Eastern Europe.
5 Record two examples of Eastern 

European states that became 
 communist in the period 1945–48.
6 Describe some of the methods 

used by communist parties to 
take power.
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