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The Tehran Declaration
A few days after the conference, the Big Three published the 
Tehran Declaration. The newspapers reported it positively. It 
seemed that they had been able to resolve their differences and 
agree on a way forward to defeat the Axis. They had also agreed 
on some important measures to be taken after the war.

It was also becoming clear that the USSR and the USA were 
the leading figures in the Grand Alliance. Britain and the British 
Empire could no longer be considered in the same league. Britain 
was a great power, but the USA and USSR were superpowers.

FOCUS TASK

Write your own narrative of the Grand Alliance: Part 1
In this task, you have to write a narrative of the Grand Alliance from 1941 to 1943. Writing a narrative is a core skill for 
history – you describe what happened in a logical way so your readers can see how events are connected.

Some important points to note:

● A narrative is not just a list of events in sequence. A narrative usually has a focus or a story to tell. For example, in 
this case:
1 Why the Alliance was formed
2 Which were the most difficult moments
3 How the alliance stayed together even though the Big Three had ups and downs
4 The achievements of the Alliance in this period

This example focuses on the third option, but you could practise with the other focuses as well.

● You have to select: A narrative should try to cover the key events and leave out the less important ones.

Stage 1: Selection
Study the events in column 1 and decide which are important enough to go into your narrative and explain why.

Focus: ‘How the alliance stayed together even though the Big Three had ups and downs’

Event/development Important enough to be included in my narrative 
because …

German invasion of the Soviet Union, 1941

When Grand Alliance was formed

Aims of the Alliance

Differing views of the Big Three

Disagreements at Tehran

Agreements reached at Tehran

Stage 2: Writing
Use these sentence starters to build your narrative. Select at least one point for each sentence.

The Grand Alliance was formed in … to (state its aims)

It was an unlikely alliance because … (explain some different views/ideologies)

When the leaders met at Tehran they had some disagreements … (such as …)

However, despite these differences, they managed to reach agreements … (such as …)
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