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SOURCE 4
The number of those who consciously criticise the regime is very small, quite apart from the fact that they cannot give 
expression to this criticism. It becomes increasingly evident that the majority of the people have two faces; one which 
they show to their good and reliable acquaintances; and the other for the authorities, the Party officers, keen Nazis, and 
for strangers. The private face shows the sharpest criticism of everything that is going on now; the official one beams with 
optimism and contentment.

Extract from a secret report on attitudes in Nazi Germany in June 1937. It was written by socialists inside Germany and sent to socialist 
leaders who were in exile outside Germany.

 

✔ Useful because it shows attitudes, values, 
concerns, anger …

✔ Useful about methods used by groups/
individuals to influence others

✔ Useful because of what the source reveals 
about the person/organisation that produced 
it

✔ Useful as evidence of reasons for …
✔ Useful as evidence of success/failure of …
✔ Useful as evidence of living/working 

conditions
✔ Useful as evidence of effects of …
✔ Useful as evidence of changes brought by …
✔ Useful as evidence of how people reacted to …

✔ Useful because it reveals attitudes of X 
towards Y

✔ Useful because it is evidence of how X tried 
to achieve Y

✔ Useful because it shows importance of/
extent of/influence of … (or vice versa: it 
shows why something was not important, 
not influential, etc.)

✔ Purpose was X which shows author was 
concerned about Y

✔ Purpose was X but by accident it tells us a 
lot about Y

All sources are useful: The source checklist
So as you can see, if we think like historians, we can find that all 
sources are useful as evidence of something. This checklist might 
help you when you are working with sources and thinking about 
how they are useful.

It also
provides evidence

that, even though people
are not happy, the socialist

opposition is not able
to take advantage

of this. 

Again it might be
tempting to dismiss

this source because it was
written by a socialist

opponent of the Nazis.

It is useful as evidence
of how the regime

prevents any criticism
being expressed. It gives us evidence

about attitudes
of Germans.

In fact, it provides
useful evidence. First of all,
it shows there was some

resistance to the Nazis if a 
socialist activist is
writing reports.

They do not seem
to be happy with life in

Germany but they also fear saying
anything to criticise the regime.

So they cope by having
‘two faces’.
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