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1.2 What can we learn from sources about
the conditions on board a slave ship?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
Complete the map below to show what was transported on each stage of the slave trade triangle.
3

THIRD STAGE

The slaves are sold and the
money is used to buy goods
for sale in Britain, such as:
1. .....................................

3

2. .....................................

1

North America

West Africa

2

1 FIRST STAGE
Goods exchanged by slave
traders for slaves, such as:
1. .....................................

Caribbean
2

2. .....................................
3. .....................................
SECOND STAGE
The traders transport their
slaves across the Atlantic
– the ‘Middle Passage’.
2

4. .....................................
5. .....................................
6. .....................................

AO1

KEY TERMS
Write out definitions of these key terms in the space provided:
The Middle Passage

Dysentery

Triangular trade

Shackles

Auction

Cargo
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A03

SUPPORT INFERENCES
As you know, an important skill in history is to be able to support your inferences with detail from the
source. You have made inferences from a source in Workbook 1. An inference is a message – what can
be read between the lines of the source. Below is a typical example of an inference question.
What can we learn from Source A about the conditions on board a slave ship?

To remind you of how to make an inference from a source, look carefully at the source below and
annotate around it with details of what you can see. Then write your inference on the lines below, using
the sentence starter to help you.
Source A A plan of the slave ship, Brookes

What can I infer:

The details in the source that tell me
this:

AO1

DESCRIBE HISTORY

Before you can practise the key historical skills, you need to have secure knowledge of the event that
you are studying. Check your knowledge of the Middle Passage by completing the table below. Place a
tick in the appropriate column to show whether the statement is true or false.
True

False

The journey on the Middle Passage lasted six months
The journey on the Middle Passage lasted two months
Slaves were shackled together in rows
Men were loaded into the front of the ship and women into the back
Slaves would argue over food and water
Dance was used to exercise the slaves
Slaves suffered from seasickness, heatstroke and dysentery
Slaves who died on the journey were thrown into the sea
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2.3 Why do historians have different
opinions of the British Empire?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
Below is a list of consequences of the British Empire. Colour the positive consequences in green and the
negative consequences in red.
Slaves were taken from
Africa to the Americas
and Europe.

Britain imposed taxes
on her colonies and
did not allow free trade
of goods.

British missionaries
spread Christianity
throughout the Empire.

British customs were
forced on the people living
in the colonies and local
traditions were ignored.

Britain brought railways,
hospitals and law and order to
countries like India and Africa.

British people thought they
were racially superior to the
natives in the colonies.

AO1

KEY TERMS
Write out definitions of these key terms in the space provided:
Christianity

Customs

Taxes

Local traditions

Free trade

Superior
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A04

DESRCIBE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TWO INTERPRETATIONS
The British Empire is a frequently discussed area of modern history. There are many different
interpretations from historians about the British Empire. We have looked at interpretations in
Workbook 1. It is important that you can describe the different interpretations of historians. Read the
two interpretations below. Underline the key words and then, in your own words, summarise each
view of the British Empire in one sentence in the table. Then choose one quotation (no longer than a
sentence) to support your summary.
Interpretation 1 An adapted extract from a speech
given by Niall Ferguson in 2004

In the twentieth century,
the British Empire clearly was a force
for good in at least two respects. First,
it provided investment for less developed
economies. Second, it brought law and
democracy to its colonies. Finally, without the
Empire, let there be no doubt, that Churchill’s
strategy of defying Hitler and his allies
would have stood a much smaller
chance of success.

Interpretation 1

Interpretation 2 An adapted extract from
Richard Gott, 2011

Britain’s empire was established and maintained
for more than two centuries, through bloodshed,
violence, brutality, conquest and war. Not a year
went by without large numbers of its inhabitants
being obliged to suffer for their involuntary
participation in the colonial experience. Slavery,
famine, prison, battle, murder, extermination –
these were their various fates.

Interpretation 2

Summary
sentence

Supporting
quotation

A04

EXPLAIN WHY TWO INTERPRETATIONS DIFFER

Ferguson has a positive view of the British Empire, while Gott has a negative view of the British Empire.
As a historian, it is important to analyse each historian to understand why they might have these views.
Complete the table below for each interpretation.
The interpretations
Interpretation 1 focuses on
may differ because the
authors have given a
different emphasis of the
British Empire.

Interpretation 2 focuses on
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ANALYSIS OF CHANGE
Here is a typical GCSE-style question.

AO2

CHALLENGE

‘The British Empire of the nineteenth century was a great achievement.’ How far do you agree?
Explain your answer.
You may use the following in your answer:
l Railways
l Slavery.
You must also use information of your own.

You have considered the positives and negatives of the British Empire in this unit. If you are feeling
confident, try to complete this question by writing three paragraphs considering both views of the
British Empire. You should use PEE to structure your paragraphs. You can use the following sentence to
start your answer:

The British Empire can be viewed as a great achievement because
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AO2

WRITE A HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Historians tell the story of events in history by writing a historical narrative. These are written in
chronological order, the third person and in past tense. A historian will look back and describe the
event from an outsider’s point of view.
Connectives for a historical narrative
Before

At first

Initially

This led to

Finally

After

Then

Later on

Consequently

Lastly

Using the connectives above and the information in this unit about the causes of the First World War,
write a narrative account of the events leading up to the war. Structure your narrative into three
paragraphs in the flow chart diagram below. Once you have finished, highlight all of the connectives
that you have used.

Long-term
cause

Long-term
cause

Short-term
cause

4.2 What were the conditions in the
trenches?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
The First World War was fought mainly in ………………………….. The British, …………………………. and Belgian
soldiers fought on the Western Front in ………………………….. Their aim was to stop the …………………………
army advancing to the coastline of northern France.
As the enemy soldiers faced each other, they dug …………………………. in the ground to protect themselves.
These soon turned into …………………………. trenches. Soon, long lines of trenches stretched from the English
Channel to Switzerland.
Use the words below to fill in the gaps above:

French

holes

deep

trenches

Europe

German
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A03

EVALUATE THE UTILITY OF A SOURCE

In your GCSE exam, you will need to be able to reach a judgement about how useful a source is using its
content and provenance. Below is an example of a source utility question.
How useful are Sources A and B for a historian wanting to learn about the problems in caring for
the wounded during the First World War?
Source A A wounded Canadian soldier being carried
back from the front at Passchendaele near Ypres in 1917

Source B From the diary of Sapper J. Davey,
Royal Engineers, for 10 May 1915

Not many hours went by
before we were shelled out
of this position and had to
come farther back. I don’t
know how we have fared
in the firing line. We went
out at night to put some wire
entanglements in front of the
trenches. The sights were too
awful for words. In our
advanced trench when the

flares went up we could
see how things really
were. Numbers of poor
fellows lay in the bottom
of the trench, the
wounded amongst the
dead crying for water
and the stretcher bearers.
Some had been waiting
a day and a half to be
brought in.

Complete the table below with details about the useful content of each source.
Source A

Source B

Useful: content

4.4 What changes took place as a
result of the First World War?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX

The Great War ended in November ………………………….. when the ………………………….. was signed. Following
the end of the First World War, a number of changes took place. Women in Britain over the age of 30 were
allowed to ………………………….. for the first time. Women in Germany over the age of 18 were allowed to the
vote for the first time. ………………………….. was told that they must pay for war damage and the figure was set
at £6.6 billion. Germany had to hand over ………………………….. to Britain and France. Germany was allowed
no air force, ………………………….. or submarines, and only a tiny ………………………….. of 100,000 men. The
League of Nations was set up and 40 ………………………….. joined straight away.
Use the words below to fill in the gaps above:

Germany

1918

countries

Armistice

colonies

vote

tanks

army
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5.4 Why did Hitler become Chancellor?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
Some of the reasons Adolf Hitler and the Nazis gained support between 1929 and 1932 are shown
below. Read them carefully and decide if they were factors within Hitler’s control or outside of his
control. Colour the statements that were within Hitler’s control in blue and the statements that were
outside of Hitler’s control in green.
The Great Depression in
Germany

Nazi promises of ‘work and
bread’

Fear of Communism

Weak opposition from Social
Democrats and Communists

Hitler’s leadership

Nazi propaganda

DESCRIBE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TWO INTERPRETATIONS

A04

There are many different interpretations about the reasons why Hitler became Chancellor in January
1933. Some historians argue it was due to his own actions, while others argue that it was as a result of
events out of his control. Look back at your definition of an interpretation in Unit 2 to remind yourself.
As you know, first you must describe the different interpretations of historians. Read the two
interpretations below. Underline the key words and then summarise each view in the table using your
own words, before choosing one quotation (no longer than a sentence) to support your summary.
Interpretation 1 From a history textbook, ‘GCSE Modern
World History’ by B. Walsh, published in 1996

The Nazis won increased support after 1929 due
to hitlers. He was their greatest campaigning
asset. He was a powerful speaker and was years
ahead of this time as a communication. He
travelled by plane on a hectic tour of rallies all
over Germany. He appeared as a dynamic man
of the moment, the leader of a modern ideas.
At the same time, he was able to appear to be
the man of the people, someone who knew and
understood the people and their problems. Nazi
supported rocketed.
Interpretation 1

Interpretation 2 From a history textbook, ‘Modern
World History’ by T. Hewitt, J. McCabe and A. Mendum,
published in 1999

The Depression was the main reason for increased
supported for the Nazis. The government was
taken by surprise at the speed and extent of
Depression. It also had very few answers as the
how to deal with it. The Depression brought
out all the weaknesses of the Weimar Republic,
which seemed to be incapable of doing anything
to end it. It is not surprising that the German
people began to listen to parts promising to do
something. In particular, they began to look to and
support the Nazis.
Interpretation 2

Summary
sentence
Supporting
quotation
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EXPLAIN CHANGE
Here is a typical GCSE-style question.

AO2

CHALLENGE

Explain one way in which weapons of war were different in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries.

You have practised explaining the differences in warfare in this unit. If you are feeling confident, try to
complete these paragraphs explaining why there were differences across time periods.

Weapons during the nineteenth century

However, weapons by the twentieth century

Think about
why there
were different
weapons by
the twentieth
century.

These changes in weapons took place because
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Assessment Task 3 (all units)
This assessment will use information from across the workbook. It should take
approximately 45 minutes to complete.
1 Describe two features of the weapons used in warfare since 1900. (4 marks – two paragraphs)
Mark each feature separately
2 marks

Strong description including key historical words

1 mark

Basic description

2 Explain one way in which the recruitment of the army was different in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. (4 marks – 1 paragraph)
3–4 marks

Difference explained with reference to both time periods

1–2 marks

Simple comment about difference

3 How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the evacuation of Dunkirk in 1940? Explain your answer using
Source A and your knowledge of the historical context. (8 marks – two or three paragraphs)
Source A From a description of Operation Dynamo in ‘The Second World War’ by Winston
Churchill, published in 1949

Ever since May 20, the gathering of shipping and small craft had been proceeding under the
control of Admiral Ramsay, who commanded at Dover. After the loss of Boulogne and Calais
only the remains of the port of Dunkirk and the open beaches next to the Belgian Frontier were
in our hands. On the evening of the 26th an Admiralty signal put Operation Dynamo into play,
and the first troops were brought home that night.
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