Specification grid
Chapter
Chapter 1 Italy in 1896

AQA

OCR

Pearson
Edexcel

1

1 The unification of Italy 1815–70
2 Problems facing Liberal Italy 1870–96

✓

Chapter 2 The weaknesses of Liberal Italy 1896–1915
1 Growing challenges to Liberal political dominance 1896–1915

✓

✓

✓

2 Liberal governments 1896–1915

✓

✓

✓

3 Liberal Italy on the eve of the First World War

✓

✓

✓

1 Italy at war

✓

✓

✓

2 The economic and political effects of the First World War

✓

✓

✓

3 Mussolini and the birth of fascism

✓

✓

✓

4 The rise of fascism 1919–21

✓

✓

✓

5 Mussolini seizes the initiative: May 1921 to October 1922

✓

✓

✓

6 The March on Rome

✓

✓

✓

7 Key debate: To what extent was Mussolini’s success the result of Liberal weakness?

✓

✓

✓

1 Mussolini’s increasing power 1922–4

✓

✓

✓

2 Electoral reform

✓

✓

✓

3 The creation of the Fascist dictatorship 1924–8

✓

✓

✓

1 Mussolini’s aim: personal dictatorship

✓

✓

✓

2 Propaganda and the cult of personality

✓

✓

✓

3 Mussolini and government

✓

✓

✓

4 Mussolini and the Fascist Party

✓

✓

✓

5 Relations between party and state

✓

✓

✓

6 Popular support and opposition

✓

✓

✓

7 Key debate: How popular was Mussolini’s Fascist regime?

✓

✓

✓

1 Mussolini’s aims

✓

✓

✓

2 The impact of Fascist policies on Italian industry

✓

✓

✓

3 The impact of Fascist policies on Italian agriculture

✓

✓

✓

4 Key debate: How far did fascism improve the Italian economy?

✓

✓

✓

1 Mussolini’s aims

✓

✓

✓

2 Fascism and the Catholic Church

✓

✓

✓

3 Fascism and anti-Semitism

✓

✓

✓

Chapter 3 The rise of fascism 1915–22

Chapter 4 Mussolini: from prime minister to dictator 1922–8

Chapter 5 Mussolini and the Fascist political system

Chapter 6 Mussolini and the economy 1922–40

Chapter 7 Life in Fascist Italy 1922–40

Copyright: Sample material

9781510457867_ATH_Italy Rise of Fascism.indb 9

ix

18/05/2019 10:09

Italy: The Rise of Fascism 1896–1946

AQA

OCR

Pearson
Edexcel

4 Fascism and women

✓

✓

✓

5 Fascism and youth

✓

✓

✓

6 Fascism and social life

✓

✓

✓

7 How far did Mussolini achieve his aims in domestic policy?

✓

✓

✓

1 Mussolini’s aims

✓

✓

✓

2 Diplomacy 1922–32

✓

✓

✓

3 German–Italian relations 1933–5

✓

✓

✓

4 War in Ethiopia 1935

✓

✓

✓

5 Alliance with Germany 1936–9

✓

✓

✓

6 Entry into the Second World War

✓

✓

✓

7 How successful was Mussolini’s foreign policy?

✓

✓

✓

8 Key debate: Why did Mussolini ally with Nazi Germany?

✓

✓

✓

1 Italy in the Second World War

✓

✓

✓

2 The fall of Mussolini

✓

✓

✓

Chapter

Chapter 8 Mussolini’s foreign policy 1922–40

Chapter 9 The Second World War and the fall of Mussolini

3 Armistice and civil war

✓

4 Death of Mussolini

✓

5 Aftermath: Italy in 1945

✓

x

Copyright: Sample material

9781510457867_ATH_Italy Rise of Fascism.indb 10

18/05/2019 10:09

CHAPTER 3

The rise of fascism 1915–22
Fascism was founded as a political movement only in 1919 and was insignificant until late in 1920.
Nevertheless, by the end of October 1922 its leader, the former Socialist Benito Mussolini, had been
appointed prime minister. Why did fascism rise to prominence so quickly? How important was
Mussolini to its success? How far were the First World War and its consequences responsible for the
rise of fascism? To what extent did Liberal failings enable the success of fascism? This chapter
addresses these key questions under the following headings:

 Italy at war
 The economic and political effects of the First World War
 Mussolini and the birth of fascism
 The rise of fascism 1919–21
 Mussolini seizes the initiative: May 1921 to October 1922
 The March on Rome
The key debate on page 41 of this chapter asks the question: To what extent was Mussolini’s success
the result of Liberal weakness?

KEY DATES
1915 May
1917 Oct.
1918 Oct.
1919 March
June

Sept.
		
Nov.

Italy entered the First World War
Italian defeat at Battle of
Caporetto
Italian victory at Vittorio Veneto
caused Austria to sue for peace
First meeting of Fascist
movement
Treaty of Versailles failed to
award any German colonies to
Italy
Treaty of St Germain with
Austria
Seizure of Fiume by Nationalist
Gabriele D’Annunzio
Election: Socialists became
largest party; Liberals unable to
rule alone; Fascists failed to win
any MPs

1920 Sept.
Nov.
1921 May
Oct.
1922		
July
Oct. 27

Oct. 28
Oct. 29
Oct. 30

Occupation of the factories by
400,000 engineering workers
Fascist squad violence began
Fascists gained 35 seats in
general election
National Fascist Party
organisation created
Increasing Fascist violence
Abortive Socialist general strike
Fascists seized key buildings in
northern cities, the first move in
the ‘March on Rome’
Resignation of final Liberal
government
Mussolini invited to become
prime minister
Mussolini arrived in Rome.
Fascists organised victory
parade
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Chapter 3 The rise of fascism 1915–22

Refresher questions
Use these questions to remind yourself of the key material covered in this chapter.
1 Why did Italy enter the First World War in 1915?
2 How did the First World War create economic
problems for Italy?
3 Why did support for socialism grow as a result of
the First World War?
4 In what ways did the First World War weaken
support for the Liberals?

8 Why was it difficult for the Liberals to form stable
governments from 1919?
9 What actions of the Socialists in the years 1919–21
terrified many conservative Italians?
10 What was squadrismo?
11 Who were Fascist supporters?

5 What was the ‘mutilated victory’?

12 How did fascism gain support from powerful
groups 1921–2?

6 What were the policies of fascism in 1919?

13 What was the March on Rome?

7 How and why did Mussolini change Fascist policies
from 1919 to 1922?

14 Why was Mussolini appointed prime minister?

Question practice: AQA
Essay questions
1 ‘Italian democracy collapsed in 1922 because the conservative elites feared socialism more than they feared
fascism.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. [AS level]
EXAM HINT Analyse reasons to agree and then to disagree with the quotation. For a high-level mark you will need
to reach a conclusion about the merits or otherwise of the proposition given in the question.

2 ‘The post-war crisis in Italy in the years 1919–21 exposed the deep-rooted failings of the ruling elites since
1900.’ Assess the validity of this view. [A level]
EXAM HINT The focus should be on how much the ‘failings’ were present in the long term or how much they were
new as a result of the post-war crisis. Think how you can write analytically and avoid a descriptive approach.

Source analysis questions
1 With reference to Sources 1 and 2 (page 47), and your understanding of the historical context, which of these
two sources is more valuable in explaining why support grew for fascism in the years 1920–2? [AS level]
EXAM HINT Analyse the content and evaluate the provenance of each source – and compare them, either during the
answer or in a lengthy conclusion.

2 With reference to Sources 1, 2 and 3 (page 47), and your understanding of the historical context, assess the
value of these three sources to a historian studying the rise of fascism from 1900 to 1922. [A level]
EXAM HINT Analyse the content and evaluate the provenance of each source in turn. Include comments on the tone
where relevant. Do not try to write an overall conclusion – just treat the three sources separately.
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Question practice: OCR
Essay questions
1 Assess the consequences for Italy up to 1920 of its participation in the First World War. [AS level]
EXAM HINT Examine a number of the consequences of Italy’s participation in the war, including issues such as the
consequences for the economy, political developments and social developments. For each issue, make a judgement as
to the importance or significance of the consequences before reaching an overall judgement about the impact of the
war on Italy.

2 Which of the following was the greater problem for Italian governments 1918–22? i) Agrarian unrest. ii) The
seizure of Fiume by D’Annunzio. Explain your answer with reference to both i) and ii). [A level]
EXAM HINT Explain the way in which each of the issues was a problem for Italian governments threat before
reaching a supported judgement as to which was the greater problem.

Question practice: Pearson Edexcel
Essay questions
1 How far did Fascist ideology change in the years 1919–21? [AS level]
EXAM HINT You need to reach a judgement on the extent of change. Point out Fascism’s failure in the 1919 election,
Mussolini’s move to the right, and success in the election of 1921.

2 How far was fear of the left responsible for the rise of fascism in the period 1919–22? [A level]
EXAM HINT Analyse the power of the left in 1919–20, and growing support for the Fascists among farmers and
smallholders. Examine other reasons for the rise of Fascism, such as the alliance with Giolitti in 1921 and Mussolini’s
firm control over the Fasci.

Source analysis questions
1 Why is Source 2 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the reasons why support grew for fascism in the
years 1920–2? Explain your answer using the extract, the information given about it and your own knowledge
of the historical context. [AS level]
EXAM HINT Investigate the three points in the question, looking at information and inferences from the source, its
nature, purpose and authorship. Use your own knowledge to develop inferences and confirm the usefulness of the
source.

2 How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 3 for an enquiry into appeal of fascism 1920–2? Explain
your answer using the extract, the information given about it and your own knowledge of the historical
context. [AS level]
EXAM HINT Note the origin and nature of the source, and the weight you give to information and inferences.
Consider the historical context to confirm or challenge aspects of the source’s accuracy.

46

Copyright: Sample material

9781510457867_ATH_Italy Rise of Fascism.indb 46

18/05/2019 10:09

Italy: The Rise of Fascism 1896–1946

KEY TERMS
Press censorship
Newspapers are no longer
permitted to criticise the
government.
Leggi Fascistissime
Fascist laws which banned
all opposition parties and
organisations.
Free trade unions Trade
unions which represent the
interests of workers, and
which are independent of
government control.

Destruction of democracy

Mussolini moved to suppress any further opposition. In July 1924 he introduced
press censorship and in the following month banned meetings by opposition
political parties. But, despite the government’s efforts, the controversy raised by
the Matteotti affair did not disappear. Those Liberal leaders who had previously
supported the government joined the opposition in November in protest against
press censorship. Eventually, in December 1924, leading Fascists, exasperated
by the uncertainty created by the affair and frustrated by the government’s lack
of radicalism, presented Mussolini with an ultimatum. If he did not end the
Matteotti affair immediately and move decisively towards the establishment of a
dictatorship, they would withdraw their support.
The prime minister bowed to their demands and, in a speech on 3 January 1925,
told parliament that he accepted responsibility for all Fascist actions up to that
date (see Source D).

SOURCE QUESTION

SOURCE D

Why did the speech
quoted in Source D
receive huge applause in
parliament?

From Benito Mussolini, My Autobiography, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1928,
pp. 231–3.

ONLINE EXTRAS

OCR

Test your understanding
of the significance of
Matteotti’s murder
and the creation of the
dictatorship by completing
Worksheets 12 and 13 at
www.hoddereducation.
co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
ONLINE EXTRAS

AQA

Test your understanding
of the significance of
Matteotti’s murder
and the creation of the
dictatorship by completing
Worksheets 13–15 at www.
hoddereducation.co.uk/
accesstohistory/extras

56

… I declare here before … all the Italian people, that I assume … responsibility for
everything that has happened. … If Fascism has only been castor oil or a club, and
not a proud passion of the best Italian youth, the blame is on me! If Fascism has
been a criminal association, … the responsibility for this is on me, because I have
created it with my propaganda …
Italy … wants peace, wants quiet, wants work, wants calm; we will give it with
love, if that be possible, or with strength, if that be necessary.
Mussolini was signalling that he would now take the measures necessary to give
himself much greater personal power. His speech was cheered in the chamber.
With a clear majority in parliament and confident that the King would not
move against him, Mussolini created his dictatorship. What opposition there
was in the chamber proved no threat: it was divided, lacking in leadership and
compromised by its earlier support for fascism.
In January 1925 the prime minister established a committee to reform the
constitution. In December the Leggi Fascistissime were passed, banning
opposition political parties and free trade unions.
Press censorship was tightened, a new secret police force was set up and a
special court was established to try political crimes. Fascist control of local
government was increased by replacing elected mayors with nominated officials,
known as podestas.
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Tensions between fascism and the
Catholic Church

Although the Lateran Agreements were hailed as a triumph by both Mussolini
and the Pope, the ‘love affair’ between Catholicism and fascism was not a
smooth one and it cooled as Mussolini tried to shape society into a more Fascist
mould.

ONLINE EXTRAS

Pearson Edexcel

Test your understanding
of the significance of the
Lateran Agreements in
generating support for
Mussolini by completing
Worksheet 27 at www.
hoddereducation.co.uk/
accesstohistory/extras

ONLINE EXTRAS

OCR

Test your understanding of
the impact of the Lateran
Agreements on Italian politics
and society by completing
Worksheet 26 at www.
hoddereducation.co.uk/
accesstohistory/extras

102

The first open dispute between Church and Mussolini’s regime came in
1931 when the government attempted to suppress the Church-sponsored
Catholic Action. This body provided a rival to fascism’s own youth and leisure
organisations and had 250,000 members. A compromise was reached banning
Catholic Action youth groups from any political activities, but the Church
remained determined to preserve its influence over the young. In fact, youth
membership of Catholic Action rose from less than 250,000 in 1930 to around
400,000 in 1939. The Church also made it clear that the Fascists must not
attempt to suppress Catholic schools or interfere with the Catholic University
of Milan and the Federation of Catholic University Students. The Church even
had the confidence to declare the creed of the Fascist Balilla (see page 107)
blasphemous. This resistance to fascism’s totalitarian claims to control every
aspect of life was also shown by Radio Vatican’s broadcasting of alternative
news and information.
In the mid- and late-1930s many senior clergy did support Italian involvement
in the wars in Ethiopia and Spain as they saw them as ‘Christian Crusades’,
spreading and defending the faith. However, relations cooled from 1937 to 1938
as Mussolini drew closer to an alliance with Hitler, and the Pope condemned
religious persecution in Germany.
The issue of Fascist anti-Semitism also raised tensions. Cardinal Schuster of
Milan condemned Nazi violence against Jews in late 1938 and, as Mussolini’s
regime brought in a raft of anti-Jewish laws (see page 103), Pope Pius XI voiced
his disquiet. By 1939 the alliance between Catholicism and fascism was over,
and the Pope openly regretted the Church’s earlier eagerness to embrace
the Duce.
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Chapter 8 Mussolini’s foreign policy 1922–40

Military victory

In October 1935 Italian armies attacked Ethiopia. On the previous day the Duce
had justified his invasion to the Italian public (see Source A).
SOURCE A

SOURCE QUESTION

From a speech by Mussolini, 2 October 1935, quoted in S.C. Tucker and
P.M. Roberts, editors, Encyclopedia of World War II: A Political, Social,
and Military History, ABC-CLIO, 2004.

Study Source A. What
were Mussolini’s motives
in making this speech?

It is not only an army marching towards its goals, but as if 44,000,000 Italians
were marching in unity behind this army because the blackest of injustices is being
attempted against them, that of taking from them their place in the sun.
When, in 1915, Italy threw in her fate with that of the Allies [in the First World
War], how many cries of admiration, how many promises! But after the common
victory, which cost Italy 600,000 dead, 400,000 lost, 1,000,000 wounded, when
peace was being discussed around the table only the crumbs of a rich colonial booty
[in the peace treaties] were left for us to pick up.
The Ethiopian forces were disorganised and armed with antiquated weapons.
They were soon forced on to the defensive and suffered the full effects
of modern war. The Italians used aerial bombing and poison gas in their
campaigns. In April 1936 the Ethiopian army was heavily defeated at Lake
Ashangi and, in the following month, the capital, Addis Ababa, was occupied.
The Ethiopian Emperor, Haile Selassie, fled to Britain and organised opposition
ceased. However, sporadic guerrilla attacks continued and the Italian forces
began a ruthless campaign of suppression that Mussolini was keen to
encourage, as can be seen in the telegrams sent to his commander in the field
(see Source B).
SOURCE B

SOURCE QUESTION

From telegrams by Mussolini, quoted in M. Knox, Mussolini Unleashed,
Cambridge University Press, 1982, pp. 3–4.

What do the telegrams in
Source B tell us about the
nature of Italian rule over
Ethiopia?

5 June 1936 – All rebels made prisoner are to be shot.
Secret – 8 June 1936. To finish off rebels as … at Ancober use gas.
Secret – 8 July 1936. I repeat my authorization to initiate and systematically
conduct policy of terror and extermination against rebels and populations in
complicity with them. Without the law of ten eyes for one we cannot heal this
wound in good time. Acknowledge.
21 February 1937 – Agreed that male population of Goggetti over 18 years of age is
to be shot and village destroyed.
21 February 1937 – No persons arrested are to be released without my order. All
civilians and clerics in any way suspect are to be shot without delay.
These brutal tactics did succeed in pacifying Ethiopia, but they did nothing to
reconcile the people to Fascist rule.
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Timeline
Year

Prime minister/government

1896

Marchese di Rudinì, conservative
Liberal

1898

Army General Luigi Pelloux

1900

Domestic events

Italian army defeated at
Adowa in Ethiopia
Army suppressed widespread riots
King Umberto assassinated,
succeeded by King Victor
Emmanuel III

1901–14

‘Giolittian era’ dominated by Liberal
politician Giovanni Giolitti who
hoped to use moderate social
reform to gain political support from
both Catholics and moderate
Socialists

Taxes on food reduced. Increased
public spending to reduce poverty,
particularly in the south

1903–5

Giovanni Giolitti, Liberal

Socialist-inspired general strike
collapsed in 1904

1906–9

Giovanni Giolitti, Liberal

Economic growth slowed

1910

Mussolini worked as a Socialist
journalist

1911–14

Giovanni Giolitti, Liberal

1912

1914

Mussolini jailed for opposition to
Libyan War

Conquest of Libya expanded
Italian Empire in Africa

Universal male suffrage. Mussolini
was released from prison. Editor of
Socialist Party newspaper
Antonio Salandra, conservative
Liberal

‘Red Week’ saw widespread riots
and strikes supported by Socialists.
Mussolini expelled from Socialist
Party for arguing Italy should enter
First World War

1915
1917

Foreign events

Outbreak of First World War.
Italy was neutral

Italy entered the First World
War
Vittorio Orlando, Liberal

1918

Italian defeat at Battle of
Caporetto
Italian victory at Vittorio Veneto
caused Austria to sue for peace

1919

Francesco Nitti, Liberal

First meeting of Fascist movement.
Election: Socialists became largest
party; Liberals unable to rule alone;
Fascists failed to win any MPs

1920

Giovanni Giolitti, Liberal

Occupation of factories by 400,000
engineering workers. Fascist squad
violence began

1921

Treaty of Versailles failed to
award any German colonies
to Italy. Treaty of St-Germain
with Austria. Seizure of
Fiume by Nationalist
Gabriele D’Annunzio

Fascists gained 35 seats in general
election. National Fascist Party
set up
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