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Success or failure? 
How well did Louis XVI deal with problems in the period 1774–88? 

Use the information on pages 5–25 of your textbook to complete the table of successes and 
failures. There should be a minimum of three on each side. 

Successes Failures 
  

  

  

Using your completed table, write your own view about how well Louis XVI dealt with the 
problems he faced during 1774–88. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Analysing how important 
Complete the table below to explain why the French Revolution occurred. 

Explain each factor by re-reading pages 5–25. 

Award a mark out of six for how important each factor was in explaining why the French 
Revolution occurred.  

Explain why you gave the mark. 

Reason Why it was important Mark out of six 
for explanation 

Explanation 

Ideas of the 
philosophes 

   

Failure of the 
reform process 

   

Problems of the 
ancien régime 

   

Government 
bankruptcy 
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Creating an essay plan 
Below is a sample exam question. Using pages 5–25 of your textbook produce a plan for the 
question below. Choose four main points and provide three specific pieces of information to 
support each general point.  

‘The ideas of the philosophes were more important in bringing about the collapse of the 
ancien régime than the governments financial problems.’ How far do you agree? 

General Point Specific evidence 
  

  

  

  

Now, using your plan, write an introduction for the essay: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Support your judgement 
Look at the following question: 

‘The opposition of the Assembly of Notables was the main cause of the French Revolution.’ 
How far do you agree? 

Using the information on pages 5–25 of your textbook complete the table below. 

The opposition of the Assembly of Notables was 
the main cause because… 

The opposition of the Assembly of Notables was 
not a main cause because… 
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Support or challenge 
Below is a sample exam question that asks how far you agree with a specific statement.  

Below this is a series of general statements that are relevant to the question. Use pages 5–
25 of your textbook to decide whether each statement supports or challenges the statement 
and tick the appropriate box. 

‘The rule of Louis XVI was the most important cause of the French Revolution.’ How far do 
you agree? 

 Support Challenge 
Louis lacked the strength of character required to be an Absolute 
ruler. 

  

Louis failed to back his ministers when they were taking difficult 
decisions. 

  

Louis did nothing to prevent the financial excesses of the royal 
household and particularly those of his wife Marie Antoinette. 

  

Louis lacked the intellect to grasp the severity of the crisis 
confronting him. 

  

Given the structure of the ancien regime Louis, although an 
absolute ruler, was unable to make key decisions on his own. 

  

The ideas of the philosophes of the French enlightenment were 
undermining absolutism and Louis’ position. 

  

Louis was unable to take key decisions without consulting groups 
with a vested interest in maintaining the status quo. 

  

The rise of the bourgeoisie and their demand for a role in political 
life was a factor that could not be ignored by Louis. 
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Ranking factors  
What were the important changes which took place in 1789? 

Rank the following factors in order of importance in relation to the major political changes 
and developments changes which took place in 1789: 

• The meeting of the Estates General 

• The Tennis Court Oath 

• The Storming of the Bastille 

• The ‘Night of 4 August’ 

• The Great Fear 

• The October Days 

Most important  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Least important 
 

Write a paragraph below explaining your choice. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Key developments 
Re-read pages 31–45 of your textbook. Complete the table below for some of the key 
political developments in the year 1789 

Development Brief description Why it was 
significant in 
bringing about 
change in France 
in 1789 

How significant 
was it  
6= very significant 
1= not very 
significant 

Explain your view 

Development 1 
Debate over 
voting in the 
Estates General 

    

Development 2 
The Storming of 
the Bastille 

    

Development 3 
The Great Fear 
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Turning assertion into argument 
Below is a sample question and a series of assertions.  

• An assertion or statement is an opinion which is not supported by a reason. 

• An argument is an assertion which is supported or justified by a reason. 

 

Read the question and then add a justification to each of the statements to turn it into an 
argument. 

Assess the reasons for the October days in 1789.  

The events which occurred in Versailles as a result of actions by Louis’ bodyguard were a 
cause of unrest in October 1789 because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

However, hunger and starvation among ordinary people in Paris were more significant 
because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

In the short term, a major reason for the unrest known as the October days were the actions 
of royalist supporters in Versailles because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Finding evidence to agree with a view 
Look at these two statements 

a. The Storming of the Bastille was the most important event to take place in in 1789. 

b. The most significant event to occur in 1789 was the ‘October Days’. 

 

Using evidence from pages 31–50 of your textbook explain which view you agree with more 
and why. 

 

Statement I agree with: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Why: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Supporting an idea 
There is debate among historians about the impact that the Declaration of the Rights of Man 
and Citizen had on France during the revolutionary period 1789–99. (See also the Key debate 
section on pages 51–53.)  

Re-read the section and use the information to help you complete the table below which 
addresses the key question: 

‘The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen had a major impact on the course of the 
French Revolution.’ How far do you agree? 

Write your ideas out in bullet point form: 

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
had a major impact on the course of the French 
Revolution because… 

There were other factors which also had an 
important impact such as… 

  

Complete the activity by colour coding what you think is the most to least important 
reasons: red for very, orange for medium and yellow for minimal.  

Using your completed notes, write a summary answer, in up to four sentences, to the 
question. 

Summary answer: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Analysing successes and failures 
Complete the table below to help you analyse the successes and failures of the National 
Assembly in the period 1789–91. You can use pages 35–9 and 57–69 of your textbook to 
help you.  

Factor/Event Evidence of success Evidence of failure Overall judgement: success 
or failure? Explanation 

The August 
Decrees 

   

The Constitution 
of 1791 

   

Local Government 
Reform 

   

Reforming the tax 
system 

   

Civil Constitution 
of the Clergy 

   

Clerical Oath    

Employer – 
worker 
relationships 

   

Once you have completed the information in the table above, use it to help you write a 
concluding paragraph in answer to the question:  

How successful was the National Assembly in reforming France in the period from 1789–91? 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Analysing how important 
Complete the table below to explain why the reforms to the Catholic Church were important. 

Explain each factor by re-reading pages 62–8. 

Award a mark out of six for how important each factor was in explaining why the reform of 
the Catholic Church was so important to the course of the Revolution Church. 

Explain why you gave the mark. 

Reason Why it was important Mark out of six 
for explanation 

Explanation 

Free from papal 
control 

   

Election of priests 
and bishops 

   

The oath of loyalty    

Priests paid by the 
state’. 

   

Write a concluding paragraph to explain how and why the measures selected above proved 
to be so contentious and opened up divisions within France. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Creating an essay plan 
Below is a sample exam question. Using pages 57–69 of your textbook produce a plan for the 
question. Choose four main points and provide three specific pieces of information to 
support each general point.  

‘The reforms of the constitutional monarchy transformed France.’ How far do you agree? 

General point Specific evidence 
  

  

  

  

Now, using your plan, write an introduction for the essay: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Assessing the impact of an event 
The Flight to Varennes had a serious impact on the French monarchy.  

Using pages 75–7 of your textbook complete the table below to help you assess the impact.  

Factor Impact How serious was the impact 
Factor 1  
Betraying the 
Revolution 

  

Factor 2  
Issues of character 
pre Louis 

  

Factor 3  
Insight into Louis 
true thoughts on the 
revolution 

  

Factor 4  
Impact on the 
growth of 
republicanism 

  

Factor 5  
Impacts on the 
counter-revolution 

  

Factor 6  
Growth of 
opposition 

  

Once you have completed the table use the information to plan an answer to the following 
question:  

Assess the impact of the Flight to Varennes, 1791, on the French monarchy.  
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Turning assertion into argument 
Below is a sample question and a series of assertions.  

• An assertion or statement is an opinion which is not supported by a reason. 

• An argument is an assertion which is supported or justified by a reason. 

Read the question and then add a justification to each of the statements to turn it into an 
argument: 

Assess the reasons why France went to war in 1792. 

The decision to go to war was popular with most sections of French society because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

However, the attitude of Louis XVI and his supporters was more significant because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

In the short term, a major reason why France went to war in 1792 was because… 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Events 
In the A level examination you will be given two events, factors or people and will be asked 
to decide which was the more significant in relation to a development. This activity allows 
you to practise making a clear judgement. 

Compare the importance of any two of the following events in 1791–2 and show 
which you think was more significant in leading to the overthrow of the monarchy 
in August 1792. 

• The Flight to Varennes 

• The Champ de Mars massacre 

• The decision to go to war 

• The military defeats suffered by French armies in 1792 

• The issuing of the Brunswick manifesto 

• The Declaration of Pillnitz 

Event Why it was important Put A if you think it is more 
important and B if you think it is 
less important than the other one 
of your chosen events 

Explain your choice 
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Support your judgement 
Look at the following question: 

‘Louis was overthrown and executed because he was considered to be untrustworthy.’ 
How far do you agree? 

Using the information on pages 85–98 of your textbook complete the table below. 

Louis was considered to be untrustworthy 
because.. 

Louis was overthrown and executed because of 
other factors such as… 
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Support/challenge 
Complete the following table, using pages 85–98 of your textbook to find evidence to 
support each of the statements: 

Statement Evidence to support Evidence to challenge 
There is sufficient evidence to 
suggest that support for going to 
war in 1792 was overwhelming. 

  

The overthrow of the monarchy in 
August 1792 was due to the 
military crisis. 

  

The interference of foreign powers 
had no part to play in the 
overthrow of the monarchy. 

  

The decision to execute Louis XVI 
was due to the discovery of the 
documents in the armoire de fer. 

  

The motivation behind the 
September Massacres was fear 
that all the prison inmates were 
counter-revolutionaries. 

  

In light of the evidence write a paragraph explaining how strong you think the link is 
between the war and the overthrow and execution of Louis XVI. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Creating an essay plan 
Below is a sample exam question. Using pages 85–99 of your textbook produce a plan for the 
question. Choose four main points and provide three specific pieces of information to 
support each general point.  

To what extent was France’s decision to go to war responsible for the overthrow of the 
monarchy in 1792? 

General point Specific evidence 
  

  

  

  

Now, using your plan, write an introduction for the essay: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Success or failure? 
How well did Robespierre deal with problems in the period 1793–4? 

Use the information on pages 112–30 of your textbook to complete the table of successes 
and failures. There should be a minimum of three on each side. 

Successes Failures 
  

  

  

Using your completed table, write your own view about how well Robespierre dealt with the 
problems during the period 1793–4.  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Key developments 
Re-read pages 112–39 of your textbook. Complete the table below for the key political 
developments in the years 1793–4. 

Development Brief description Why it was 
significant 
in 1793– 94 

How significant was it  
6= very significant 
1= not very significant 

Explain your view 

Development 1 
The setting up of 
the Committee of 
Public Safety (April 
1793) 

    

Development 2 
The overthrow of 
the Girondins 

    

Development 3 
The pacification of 
the Vendée 

    

Development 4 
De-christianisation 

    

Development 5 
The coup of 
Thermidor 
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Support or challenge 
Below is a sample exam question that asks how far you agree with a specific statement.  

Below this is a series of general statements that are relevant to the question. Use pages 
114–22 of your textbook to decide whether each statement supports or challenges the 
statement and tick the appropriate box. 

‘The policies of the CPS during the Terror were only about preserving the Republic.’ How 
far do you agree? 

 Support Challenge 
The levée en masse was essential and was universally accepted.   

The CPS passed policies to maintain the support of the sans-
culottes. 

  

There was support for the actions of the armée revolutionnaire.   

The Jacobins supported the policy of dechristianisation.   

The maximum laws were supported by all.   

The Law of Suspects was aimed at the enemies of the Republic.   

Restoring order in the Vendee was a military operation.   

All internal and external enemies of the republic were defeated by 
the summer of 1794. 

  

Laws were passed to make France a more egalitarian society.   
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Assessing the impact of an event 
The Terror had a serious impact on France.  

Using pages 122–30 of your textbook complete the table below to help you assess the 
impact.  

Factor Impact How serious was the impact? 
Factor 1  
Saving the First 
Republic 

  

Factor 2  
Restoring 
Government 
authority 

  

Factor 3  
Rooting out 
traitors and 
counter-
revolutionaries 

  

Factor 4  
Establishing 
greater equality 

  

Factor 5  
Preserving the 
gains of the 
revolution 

  

Factor 6  
Ensuring the 
movement of 
food supplies 

  

Once you have completed the table use the information to plan an answer to the following 
question:  

Assess the impact of the Terror on France. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Analysing how important 
Complete the table below to explain why the coup of Thermidor was important. 

Explain each factor by re-reading pages 112–39. 

Award a mark out of six for how important each factor was in the coup of Thermidor. 

Explain why you gave the mark. 

Reason Why it was important Mark out of six 
for Importance 

Explanation 

Ended the Jacobin 
dictatorship 

   

Restored the power 
of the bourgeoisie 

   

Hastened the defeat 
of the sans-culottes 
and the popular 
movement 

   

No longer a need for 
the Terror –it had 
achieved its aim of 
preserving the 
Republic 
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Key developments 
Re-read pages 146–55 of your textbook. Complete the table below for the key political 
developments in the year 1795. 

Development Brief 
description 

Why it was 
significant in 
1795 

How significant was it  
6= very significant 
1= not very significant 

Explain your view 

Development 1 
The Constitution 
of Year III (1795) 

    

Development 2 
The White Terror 

    

Development 3 
The Vendémiaire 
uprising 1795 
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Assessing the importance of factors 
Look at the following factors for the rise to prominence of Napoleon by 1799. Complete the 
table below and fill in the explanations.  

Factor The ways in which this shows 
Napoleon’s abilities were responsible 
for his rise 

The ways in which this shows that 
Napoleon simply had good luck or 
favourable circumstances 

Napoleon’s early life 
and career to 1789 

  

The impact of the 
French Revolution to 
1795 

  

The Siege of Toulon 
1793 

  

The Italian Campaign 
1796–7 

  

The Egyptian 
Campaign 1798 

  

Having completed the table, write a paragraph giving your view about how far Napoleon 
owed his rise to his own abilities. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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The role of individuals and their importance 
This section has considered the roles of a number of individuals who you had already 
encountered in earlier sections of your textbook. It is important that you can evaluate their 
importance and not just describe what they did, as shorter essays could ask you to consider 
their significance in the development of the French Revolution. 

In order to help you assess their significance complete the table below: 

Individual Significance/Importance in influencing events  
Louis XVI  

Abbé Sieyès  

Maximilian Robespierre  

Georges Danton  

Napoleon Bonaparte  

Which do you think had the greatest influence on events in the period 1780–99? Explain 
your answer. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Finding evidence to agree with a view 
Look at these two statements: 

a. Napoleon’s career to 1799 was due to opportunities provided by the Revolution. 

b. His actions during the siege of Toulon was the most important event in his career to 1799. 

 

Using evidence from pages 153–5 explain which view you agree with more and why. 

 

Statement I agree with: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

Why: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Using you knowledge to support a view 
Look at the interpretations given in Extracts 1 and 2 on pages 173. 

1. In what ways do these historians give a different impression of the failure of the 
Directory? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

2. Using your own knowledge do you think Extract 1 is right to argue the Thermidorians had 
destroyed liberty? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

3. Using your own knowledge, do you think Extract 2 is right to argue that the Directory was 
a weak government? 

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

4. Using the information in this chapter and your own knowledge, which of the two views is 
the most convincing about why the Directory ultimately failed and was overthrown? 
Explain your answer. 

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  
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Weighing up evidence 
The period 1793–1813 was one of great success for Napoleon. Complete the table to help 
you analyse the successes and failures of Napoleon in the period 1793–1813. Pages 198–225 
of your textbook should help you.  

Factor/event Evidence of success Evidence of failure Overall judgement: 
success or failure? 
Explanation 

Military 
promotion 

   

Relations with 
other great 
European 
powers 

   

Religious 
policies  

   

The 
Continental 
System 

   

Peninsular 
War 

   

Establishing 
the Grand 
Empire 

   

Supporting the 
rise of 
nationalism 
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Finding evidence to agree with a view 
Look at these two statements: 

a. Napoleon was successful in the war of the Third and Fourth coalitions 1803–7 largely 
because of the weakness of his opponents. 

b. Napoleon’s success was due to the strength of his army and the tactics he and his 
generals employed.  

Using evidence from pages 198–211 explain which view you agree with more and why. 

Statement I agree with: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

Why: 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Events 
In the A level examination you will be given two events, factors or people and will be asked 
to decide which was the more significant in relation to a development. This activity allows 
you to practise making a clear judgement. Refer to pages 198–226 of your textbook. 

Compare the importance of any two of the following events in 1807–15 and show which 
you think was more significant in the decline and fall of Napoleon. 

• The Continental System 

• The War against Britain 

• The War in Spain 

• The Russian campaign 

• The Napoleon’s rule in France after 1807 

• The campaigns of 1813–15 

• Personal failings 

Event Why it was important Put A if you think it is more 
important and B if you think it is 
less important than the other 
one of your chosen events 

Explain your choice 
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Challenge the historian 
Look at Extract 2 on pages 227–8. 

What is the view of the interpretation? 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

What knowledge of your own do you have that supports the interpretation? 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

What knowledge of your own do you have that challenges the interpretation? 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________  
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Support or challenge the historian 
Find evidence for and against the following views: 

1. Napoleon was an Enlightened Despot. (Extract 1) 

2. Napoleon’s regime was the fulfilment of the bourgeois revolution. (Extract 3) 

3. Napoleon left France more divided in 1815 than when he took power in 1799. (Extract 5) 

Pages 198–226 of your textbook will help you.  

View Evidence for Evidence against 
View 1   

View 2   

View 3   

 


