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I am a huge fan of the series! They are absolutely brilliant; they have all I need to know for each unit  
of study and provide so much detail from historians to diagrams, to exam tips and practice papers. 

Access to History student, International School of Amsterdam

Sample pages are from Henry VIII to Mary I: Government and Religion, 1509–58 and The People’s Republic of China, 1949–76, Second Edition.

Visit www.accesstohistory.co.uk today for information about each title and to 
order your Inspection Copies!

Access to History

The Access to History series is the most popular and trusted series for Advanced Level History students. It offers:

 • authoritative, engaging and accessible content

 • historical interpretations of major debates

 •  comprehensive coverage of AS and A level specifications

 • study guides with exam-style questions and tips

Turn to the order form for a full list of titles. Many of these titles are also available as eBooks. 

To see exactly how our resources line up with the specification you teach visit www.accesstohistory.co.uk for 
specification-matching charts.

70 | The People’s Republic of China 1949–76

Study Guide: AS Questions
In the style of AQA
(a) Explain why Mao encouraged the spread of SOEs (state-

owned enterprises) after 1958. (12 marks)
(b) ‘The Great Leap Forward for industry of 1958 proved only to

be a small step.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this
view. (24 marks)

Impact

Causes

Collectivisation Lysenkoism Bad weather Deliberate policy

Why was the famine so severe?

Disorientation of the peasants

Refusal of officials to admit scale of hunger

A conspiracy of silence

Lushan conference suppressed the truth

 Mao’s refusal to face facts

Deliberate genocide in Tibet

Worst effects in rural China
in an ‘arc of misery’

Social disruption – Disease –
Cannibalism – Death

Summary diagram: China’s great famine 1958–62

Exam tips
The cross-references are designed to take you straight to the material that will help you
answer the question.

(a) Re-read page 50. SOEs fulfilled a number of Maoist requirements: they permitted
centralised control; they destroyed capitalist practices; they cut industrial disputes; they
provided workers with a guaranteed job and wages; workers received education/health
services and a home.

Some of these factors link to Communist ideology while others are more practical
concerns. In writing your answer, try to differentiate between the factors and show which
were the most important. Although you are not asked to discuss the flaws or failures of
the SOEs, thinking about these might help you to decide on the most important factors
behind their implementation.

(b) Discussing this view is another way of asking you to assess the successes and failures of
the Great Leap Forward, so re-read the material on this (pages 51–4). You should be able
to prepare a list of points (page 51) that show agreement with the quotation and suggest
its success was very limited. In doing so you might consider whether the plan could have
ever been more than a ‘small step’ or if it merely rested on misunderstanding, rhetoric and
propaganda. 
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In the style of Edexcel
How far were Mao’s agricultural policies responsible for the scale 
of the great famine in China, 1958–62? (30 marks)

To balance these points you should also look at ways in which it might be said that 
‘a Great Leap Forward’ had been made. Think about the scale of change, the mass effort,
the scale of the people’s response to ‘General Steel’ and the spread of the SOEs. You
might want to refer to the statistics on page 51 that show there was a ‘leap’ between
1958 and 1959 and in some areas the growth continued. Although it would be hard to
argue that the plan was a total success, try to offer a balanced appraisal and explain your
views carefully ensuring they are backed by specific evidence. 

Exam tips
The cross-references are designed to take you straight to the material that will help you
answer the question.

• The key words for you to think about when planning your answer to this question are
‘responsible for’ and ‘scale’. This is a question requiring you to explain why there was a
famine on such a devastating scale in China, and to reach a judgement about how far it
was Mao’s agricultural policies that made the famine so severe or whether other factors
were more significant. 

• Avoid becoming involved in a detailed description of the horrors; it is the causes you have
to concentrate on (page 70), and their significance in bringing about this degree of human
suffering. No society can control the weather, but was the famine only the result of the
impact of bad weather on harvests? Could steps have been taken that would have
lessened the famine’s impact? And, if so, why were they not taken? 

• Each of the following played a part in the scale of the famine: collectivisation (page 55);
Lysenkoism (page 57); Mao’s distrust of the peasants (page 56); a conspiracy of silence
among ministers and officials (page 60); the critical Lushan conference in 1959 that
suppressed the truth (page 62); the impact of bad weather on harvests (page 69); deliberate
genocide in Tibet (pages 64–8); Mao’s refusal to face the facts and his determination to
keep control (pages 68–9).

Your task is first to group these into categories and then to decide their relative importance.
Which of them relate to Mao’s agricultural policies and their impact? Which relate to the
nature of Mao’s government and control? Which do not relate to Mao personally? Be sure to
focus on the key words ‘responsible’ and ‘scale’ so as to come to a balanced conclusion.
You should round off your answer by offering your judgement – do you agree with the
significance attached to the key factor given in the question? A central linking issue around
which you might construct your answer could be whether the scale of the famine was 
man-made and indeed Mao-made. Was it much more than a natural misfortune compounded
by the actions of misguided and incompetent officials? How far had Mao’s agricultural
policies undermined Chinese agricultural production before the onset of the bad weather?
Indeed, was the scale of the famine a deliberate policy for enforcing political, social and
economic conformity in China?
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18 | Henry VIII to Mary I: Government and Religion 1509–58

War with FranceFrench plots

Mary’s leadership qualities

Anglo-Spanish alliance

Worsening relations with continental powers

Peace negotiations with

Scotland France

1551: end of war with Scotland 1550: Treaty of Boulogne
Marriage negotiations

Northumberland’s leadership qualities

Stalemate in Franco-Scottish war

Renewal of war with

Scotland France

Failure of Anglo-Scottish marriage scheme Siege of Boulogne

Somerset’s leadership qualities

Henry VIII

War with France 1544–6War with Scotland 1524–3

Renewal of Franco-Scottish alliance 1547

1540–7

1547–9

1550–3

1553–8

Summary diagram: Foreign policy 1540–53
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2 Personality and
Power

POINTS TO CONSIDER
This chapter is designed to help you to understand why
historians find Henry VIII so fascinating. It explains how the
views of historians about the king and his power have
changed and why there have been so many disagreements
about his personality and character. By examining the
problems created by his six marriages you should be able
to determine how far his private life affected his political role
as ruler of England. These issues are examined as two key
themes:

• Personality of the king
• Henry VIII and his six wives

Key dates
1491 Birth of Henry VIII, the second son of Henry VII
1502 Henry became heir to the throne on the death of 

his elder brother, Arthur
1509 Accession of Henry VIII

Henry married Catherine of Aragon
1516 Daughter Mary born
1533 Henry divorced Catherine and married Anne 

Boleyn. Daughter Elizabeth born
1536 Execution of Anne Boleyn. Henry married Jane 

Seymour
1537 Son Edward born. Jane Seymour died
1540 Married Anne of Cleves. Marriage soon 

dissolved. Married Catherine Howard
1542 Execution of Catherine Howard
1543 Married Catherine Parr
1547 Death of Henry VIII

1 | Introduction
The new king
On 21 April 1509 Henry VIII became King of England at the age
of 17 years and 10 months. Most of those who have left a written
record of their opinion at the time saw the change of monarch as
a dawning of a new age. The contrast between the dead king and
his successor could hardly have been more pronounced (see the

Key question
How did
contemporaries
interpret the new
king’s actions?
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Summary diagrams 
consolidate knowledge 

and understanding.

Exam-style questions and tips 
provide the opportunity to 

develop exam skills.



Thanks for this website, it is so useful… I really appreciate the  
chance to see what to do (and what not to do!) in my essays.

Access to History Online student user

Encourage your students to register and use the resources today!

Access to History Emails

Have you registered for our Access to History emails? You can receive monthly ‘This Day in History’ 
emails, special offers and information about new resources. 

Sign up today at www.accesstohistory.co.uk.

Access to History Online

Access to History Online, available at www.accesstohistory.co.uk, provides exam advice and  
support for you and your students. With 14 topics for AQA, 30 topics for Edexcel and 28 topics  
for OCR, it features sample exam-style questions with model answers and analysis as well as mark  
schemes and advice to help your students better understand what is demanded by their History  
specification. Best of all, it’s completely free! For each unit you will find:

• Essay questions with mark schemes

• Timelines for consolidating knowledge

• Teaching activities

•  Additional sample questions and resources

SIGN UP TODAY

FREE RESOURCES



Add notes, bookmark 
and highlight areas.

Zoom in on key images 
and lines of text. 

Access to History for the IB Diploma

Our new series, Access to History for the IB Diploma, has taken the clarity, accessibility,  
reliability and in-depth analysis of our bestselling series and tailor-made it to better suit your  
IB learners’ needs. Each title supports a specific topic through thorough content coverage  
and examination guidance, helping your students develop a good knowledge and  
understanding of the topic alongside the skills they need to do well.

Visit www.accesstohistory.co.uk for information about each title and to order your  
Inspection Copies!

Access to History OCR eTextbooks

T: 01235 827827  F: 01235 400401  E: education@bookpoint.co.uk
ISBN: 9781471800993  Mailing code: 2165111 

Try these eTextbooks out on your whiteboard! The zoomable, flickable and searchable pages are perfect for whole-class 
teaching, while 24/7 online access gives students the freedom to study anytime, anywhere. Visit www.ocr.org.uk/eBooks 
to learn how to get a free copy of the following resources:

OCR (A) Historical Themes: Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485–1603

OCR (A) Historical Themes: Russia and its Rulers 1855–1964

From Autocracy to Communism: Russia 1894–1941 for OCR

These eTextbooks are also available online through our Dynamic Learning service. Sign up for free trials today at  
www.dynamic-learning.co.uk



Access to History order form - save 15%!
How to order 
Please enter the quantities you require and the value, then fill in the total value of the order at the bottom of the form.  
To save 15%* place your order through Bookpoint Ltd. via the address overleaf, quoting mailing code 2165111.  
Alternatively, go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk and use code WB0003990 when prompted at the checkout.  
This offer ends 31/12/2013. You can subscribe to Access to History OCR eTextbooks directly at www.dynamic-learning.co.uk. 

Inspection Copies/Trials
To request an Inspection Copy please tick in the ‘I/C’ column. Inspection Copies may be reviewed for 60 days and must then be returned, paid for or kept 
for free with 15 or more purchases of the same title. You can sign up for a digital e-Inspection Copy and get instant access to the whole book for 30 days 
at www.hoddereducation.co.uk. To sign up for a free 60-day trial of an Access to History OCR eTextbook visit www.dynamic-learning.co.uk.

I/C Title ISBN Pages Price Quantity Value £
 BRITAIN

Henry VII • 3rd Edition 9780340888964 168pp £13.99  £11.89

The Wars of the Roses and Henry VII: Britain 1450–1509 9781444110074 240pp £13.99  £11.89

Henry VIII to Mary I: Government and Religion, 1509–1558 9780340965924 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Henry VIII and the Government of England • 2nd Edition 9780340782163 160pp £13.99  £11.89

Henry VIII and the Reformation in England • 2nd Edition 9780340782156 144pp £13.99  £11.89

OCR (A) Historical Themes: Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 9780340983713 176pp £13.99  £11.89

Change and Protest 1536–88: Mid-Tudor Crises? • 4th Edition 9780340986776 208pp £13.99  £11.89

Disorder and Rebellion in Tudor England 9780340781432 128pp £13.99  £11.89

Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge: England 1541–1603 • 3rd Edition 9780340965931 224pp £13.99  £11.89

Elizabeth I – Religion and Foreign Affairs • 2nd Edition 9780340846896 160pp £13.99  £11.89

The Early Stuarts 9780340575109 160pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain and the American Colonies 1740–89 9780340965962 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Great Britain and the Irish Question 1798–1921 • 3rd Edition 9780340889015 192pp £13.99  £11.89

The British Empire 1815–1914 9780340593769 128pp £13.99  £11.89

Government and Reform 1815–1918 • 2nd Edition 9780340789476 160pp £13.99  £11.89

Poverty and Welfare 1815–1950 • 2nd Edition 9780340889008 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain and India 1845–1947 for Edexcel 9780340965979 160pp £13.99  £11.89

The Experience of Warfare in Britain: Crimea, Boer and the First World War 1854–1929 9781444110104 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Votes for Women • 3rd Edition 9780340926857 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain 1890–1924 • 2nd Edition 9780340965849 176pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain 1900–1951 9780340965948 224pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain: Domestic Policies 1918–39 • 2nd Edition 9780340782569 160pp £13.99  £11.89

British Foreign Affairs: Saving Europe at a Cost? 1919–1960 • 4th Edition 9780340984970 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Britain 1945–2007 9780340965955 256pp £13.99  £11.89

CHINA

From Empire to People’s Republic 1900–49 • 2nd Edition 9781444110128 192pp £13.99  £11.89

The People’s Republic of China 1949–76 • 2nd Edition 9780340929278 192pp £13.99  £11.89

FRANCE

France in Revolution • 4th Edition 9780340965856 232pp £13.99  £11.89

Napoleon, France and Europe • 3rd Edition 9780340986769 232pp £13.99  £11.89

GERMANY

Luther and the German Reformation 1517–55 • 3rd Edition 9780340965917 168pp £13.99  £11.89

The Unification of Germany 1815–1919 • 3rd Edition 9780340929292 224pp £13.99  £11.89

From Kaiser to Führer: Germany 1900–1945 9780340990155 360pp £13.99  £11.89

Weimar and the Rise of Nazi Germany 1918–1933 • 3rd Edition 9780340888957 160pp £13.99  £11.89

From Second Reich to Third Reich: Germany 1918–45 for Edexcel 9780340965818 280pp £13.99  £11.89

Democracy and Dictatorship in Germany 1919–63 for OCR 9780340965825 400pp £13.99  £11.89

Germany: The Third Reich 1933–1945 for AQA • 3rd Edition 9780340888940 224pp £13.99  £11.89

Hitler, Appeasement and the Road to War • 2nd Edition 9780340929285 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Anti–Semitism and the Holocaust • 2nd Edition 9780340984963 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Germany Divided and Reunited 1945–91 9780340986752 192pp £13.99  £11.89

ITALY

Renaissance Italy 9780340701362 144pp £13.99  £11.89

The Unification of Italy • 3rd Edition 9780340907016 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Italy: The Rise of Fascism 1915–1945 • 3rd Edition 9780340907061 160pp £13.99  £11.89
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 MIDDLE EAST

Crisis in the Middle East: Israel and the Arab States 1945–2007 9780340966587 192pp £13.99  £11.89

 RUSSIA

Russia 1815–1881 • 2nd Edition 9780340758403 144pp £13.99  £11.89

OCR (A) Historical Themes: Russia and its Rulers 1855–1964 9780340983706 176pp £13.99  £11.89

Reaction and Revolution: Russia 1894–1924 • 3rd Edition 9780340885895 192pp £13.99  £11.89

From Autocracy to Communism: Russia 1894–1941 • 3rd Edition 9780340965900 296pp £13.99  £11.89

Stalin’s Russia 1924–53 • 4th Edition 9780340965894 152pp £13.99  £11.89

 USA

Britain and the American Colonies 1740–89 9780340965962 192pp £13.99  £11.89

The American Civil War: Causes, Course and Consequences 1803–1877 • 4th Edition 9780340965870 256pp £13.99  £11.89

An Introduction to American History 1860–1990 9780340803264 320pp £13.99  £11.89

Race Relations in the USA 1863–1980 • 3rd Edition 9780340907054 192pp £13.99  £11.89

Prosperity, Depression and the New Deal: The USA 1890–1954 • 4th Edition 9780340965887 256pp £13.99  £11.89

USA and the Cold War 1945–63 • 2nd Edition 9780340846872 160pp £13.99  £11.89

Civil Rights in the USA 1945–68 9780340965832 184pp £13.99  £11.89

USA and Vietnam 1945–75 • 3rd Edition 9780340929308 192pp £13.99  £11.89

The USA in Asia 1945–1975 9781444110098 224pp £13.99  £11.89

Politics, Presidency and Society in the USA 1968–2001 9780340965986 192pp £13.99  £11.89

 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Changing Nature of Warfare 1700–1945 9780340780756 144pp £13.99  £11.89

Rivalry and Accord: International Relations 1870–1914 • 2nd Edition 9780340804315 144pp £13.99  £11.89

War and Peace: International Relations 1878–1941 • 3rd Edition 9780340990148 224pp £13.99  £11.89

The First World War 1914–1918 9780340743034 160pp £13.99  £11.89

Europe at War 1939–45 9780340869253 144pp £13.99  £11.89

Europe and the Cold War 1945–91 • 2nd Edition 9780340907009 192pp £13.99  £11.89

100 YEARS STUDIES: BRITAIN

An Introduction to Tudor England 1485–1603 9780340683880 248pp £19.99  £16.99

An Introduction to Stuart Britain 1610–1714 9780340737446 272pp £19.99  £16.99

100 YEARS STUDIES: EUROPE

An Introduction to Nineteenth Century European History 1815–1914 9780340781135 304pp £19.99  £16.99

An Introduction to Modern European History 1890–1990 9780340753668 320pp £19.99  £16.99

*Terms and conditions apply. Discount expires 31/12/2013. Discount applies only to  
print titles and does not include Dynamic Learning, Question Practice, eTextbooks or  
Assessment resources.
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