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The British Empire,
1880–present

13

Aims
In this unit you will:
➜ explain the significance of a key figure in the colonisation of Africa
➜ identify similarities between decolonisation in India and Ghana
➜ compare interpretations of the British Empire.

Prior learning

KEY TERMS

Before you begin, you need to know something about:
➜ the ‘Scramble for Africa’
➜ the ending of the British Empire and decolonisation.

Apartheid

Decolonisation

Colonies

Nationalism

13.1 Why was Cecil Rhodes a key figure
in the colonisation of Africa?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
The growth of the British Empire
l Britain began to establish colonies around the world as early as the sixteenth century. In the nineteenth

century Britain established the largest Empire the world had ever seen.
l India was known as the ‘jewel in the crown’ and came under British rule in 1858.
l In the 1880s Britain expanded its territory in Africa as part of the ‘Scramble for Africa’.

AO2

CATEGORISE REASONS FOR SIGNIFICANCE
Cecil Rhodes played a key role in the ‘Scramble for Africa’. Below are some facts about Rhodes.
Colour code them as:
Reasons he was important at the time, i.e. the impact
he had during his lifetime.

Reasons he was significant in later periods, i.e. after
his death.

Cecil Rhodes came to
Cape Colony (South
Africa) at the age of 17.
He became a powerful
figure in diamond mining
in southern Africa.

In May 1895 Rhodes founded
Rhodesia. Rhodesia was
ruled by a white supremacist
government between 1965
and 1980, which gave no voting
rights to black Africans.

Rhodes’ prevention of
black Africans voting
helped lead to the racist
apartheid system in
South Africa that lasted
until 1994.

Rhodes dreamed of
expanding British
territory. He wanted to
build a railway from the
Cape of southern Africa to
Cairo in Egypt.

In 1896 Rhodes lost
his position of Prime
Minister after leading an
attack on nearby Boer
territory.

The De Beers diamond
company, set up by Cecil
Rhodes in 1888, is still one
of the most famous diamond
companies in the world.

In 2015 protests were
held demanding a statue
of Rhodes be pulled down
at Oxford University.

During his time as
Prime Minister of Cape
Colony (1890–6), Rhodes
prevented black Africans
from voting.
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WRITE A PARAGRAPH ABOUT SIGNIFICANCE

AO2

Why is Cecil Rhodes significant?
Complete the two paragraphs below using precise evidence from the task on page 18.
While he was alive

Cecil Rhodes was a significant figure in the expansion of the British Empire. Rhodes
became a key figure in colonising southern Africa by

This makes him a significant figure in the story of the British Empire because Rhodes
became a driving force in the expansion of the British Empire across southern Africa.
After his death

Cecil Rhodes has taken on a different significance as he has become a symbol for what
was wrong with the British Empire.

This makes him a significant figure for the British Empire because
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13.2 How does India and the Gold
Coast’s colonisation compare?
AO2

IDENTIFY SIMILARITIES BETWEEN HISTORICAL EVENTS
Another key skill for historians is spotting the similarities between historical events.
Below are the stories of how India and Ghana (called Gold Coast while under British rule) became
independent. Use the information to complete this similarities table. You will need to come up with
your own category for the last row.
Similarities

In India

In Ghana

Nationalist
leaders

Gandhi was an inspirational figure who united
the people and provided leadership to the
nationalist movement.

Nkrumah led the Convention People’s Party
and became …

Role of British
officials

India, 1947
• The nationalist movement in India started in the late 1800s.
• Mahatma Gandhi became a central figure in the Indian nationalist movement and led
a large-scale movement of non-violent protest (satyagraha) against British rule.
• Gandhi’s non-violent tactics included boycotts of British goods and deliberate law
breaking. For example, in 1930 Gandhi led a 240-mile march to collect salt from the
sea, which was illegal under British rule as they taxed salt.
• After the Second World War Britain was too weak to hold on to power in India. In 1947
Lord Mountbatten was sent to India with the specific instruction to end British rule.
• When the British finally left in 1947 the country erupted into violence between Hindus
and Muslims. This led to the creation of a new country, Pakistan, and an estimated
1–2 million deaths.
Ghana, 1957
• Nationalism in the Gold Coast emerged after the First World War when
soldiers returned to the country with new ideas.
• After the Second World War nationalist feeling grew with riots in the capital Accra in
1948.
• Kwame Nkrumah became the key leader of the nationalist movement in the Gold Coast
and set up the Convention People’s Party.
• Nkrumah and the nationalist movement used tactics including strikes.
• In 1951 Nkrumah won the country’s first democratic election while in prison.
• After Nkrumah’s release the British governor of the Gold Coast, Arden-Clarke, played a
key role in working with Nkrumah to organise British withdrawal.
• In 1957 the Gold Coast became an independent country and changed its name to Ghana.

Mahatma Gandhi

Kwame Nkrumah
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Expansion of America,
1840–1895

14

Aims
In this unit you will:
➜ explain how Native Americans survived on the Great Plains
➜ judge importance of reasons why people moved west
➜ assess usefulness of a source.

Prior learning

KEY TERMS

Before you begin, you need to know something about:
➜ features of the Great Plains
➜ why early settlers headed west
➜ reasons for conflict between Native Americans and settlers.

Great Plains

Homesteaders

Nomadic

Mormons

Manifest Destiny

Economic
depression

14.1 How did Native Americans
survive on the Plains?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
The Great Plains and Native Americans before 1840
l The Great Plains was a massive grassland area between the ………………………… Mountains to the West

and the Mississippi River to the east.
l In the 1830s, most Americans lived in the …………………………. The Plains were considered unsuitable for

………………………… and were called the Great American Desert.
l Most of the people living on the Plains were Native Americans. They were organised into

………………………… and bands. Many bands lived a ………………………… lifestyle (moving around the Plains).
l Conditions on the Plains were harsh with extremes of …………………………, harsh winds and a lack of wood

for building.

KNOWLEDGE CHECK
Use the words below to fill in the gaps above:

nomadic

East

habitation

tribes

Rocky

temperature
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AO1

IDENTIFY KEY FEATURES
The buffalo and the tipi were crucial to the survival of Native Americans on the Plains.
1 The labels summarise how the Native Americans used each part of the buffalo. Connect each one
to the buffalo part being described.
Fat used for soap
and cooking oil

Horns used for
spoons and ladles

Fat used for soap
and cooking oil

Horns used for
spoons and ladles

Tanned hide (skin that has been
treated to make it softer) used
for clothing and tipi covers
Tanned hide (skin that has been
treated to make it softer) used
Rawhide (untreated
for clothing and tipi covers
buffalo skin) used for
shoes, belts and saddles
Rawhide (untreated
buffalo skin) used for
shoes, belts and saddles

Brains used to
tan the hide

Muscle eaten
as food

Brains used to
tan the hide

Muscle eaten
as food

Stomach used for
cups, buckets and
cooking pots

Hooves used for
glue
Hooves used for
theglue
labels on the

2 Complete
on the Plains.

tipi

Stomach used for
cups, buckets and
diagram
to describe
how it
cooking
pots
Wooden poles
– only ten
were
required which was useful given
the lack of wood on the Plains
Wooden poles – only ten were
required which was useful given
the lack of wood on the Plains

Buffalo skin used
for cover
Buffalo skin used
for cover
Conical shape stops
wind from damaging
the tipi
Conical shape stops
wind from damaging
the tipi

Bones used for
knives and arrow
heads
Bones used for
knives and arrow
heads

helped the Native Americans survive

Can be rolled up,
allowing ventilation
in summer
Can be rolled up,
allowing ventilation
in summer
Ears/flaps that would
allow heat and smoke
to escape
Ears/flaps that would
allow heat and smoke
to escape

Fire to heat the
tipi in winter
Fire to heat the
tipi in winter
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15.2 How successful was the first day
of the Battle of the Somme?
AO1

KNOWLEDGE BOX
The Battle of the Somme
l War broke out in August 1914 and lasted until ………………………… 1918. The majority of British soldiers

were fighting in France and ………………………….
l In February 1916 the Germans launched a massive attack on the ………………………… at Verdun. The British

knew they had to help their allies and launched their own attack at the ………………………….
l 1.7 ………………………… shells were fired on the German trenches before the battle with the intention of

destroying the German defences and barbed wire. It failed to do this.
l The first day of the attack on the Somme, 1 July 1916, was the ………………………… day in British military

history with over 19,000 killed.
l In some areas of the battlefield soldiers captured …………… miles of German territory in one day.
l The fighting on the Somme continued until November 1916 and the British suffered 420,000 casualties

(dead, ………………………… or wounded).

KNOWLEDGE CHECK
Use the words below to fill in the gaps above:

million

French

Belgium

worst

missing

November

Somme

three

Source A An artist’s view of the first day of the Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916.
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A03

COMPARE THE USEFULNESS OF SOURCES

Source A on the previous page shows one artist’s view of the first day of the Battle of the Somme. What
impression do you get from it as to what the fighting was like? To know if it was accurate you are going
to have to compare with other sources.
Sources B and C are two descriptions of the same day. The table below helps you analyse them. We
have completed it for Source B. Complete the table for Source C in a similar way.
Source B A report by the Commander of the British Army, Douglas Haig, on the first day of the attack, 1 July 1916.
The report would be sent home to the government.
Very successful attack this morning ...
All went like clockwork ... The battle is
going very well for us and already the
Germans are surrendering freely. The
enemy is so short of men that he is
collecting them from all parts of the
line. Our troops are in wonderful
spirits and full of confidence.
Overview
Overall view:

The attack was a success.

Quote that shows this:

‘all went like clockwork’

Evaluation
Source B

How does this affect usefulness to a
historian?

Knowledge
Extent the source agrees
with my own knowledge
of the battle

It doesn’t. Over 19,000 were killed.
Haig either had poor knowledge of how the day
Only bit that agrees is some troops did had gone or was not telling the truth
advance up to three miles.

Nature
• What is it?

An official military report

Provides the British military’s view of the
battle. This would have been read by members
of the government at the time and informed
the government’s actions.

Origin
• Who wrote it?
• When?
• Where?

Douglas Haig, Commander of the
British Forces

Gives us the immediate snapshot view of
commanders straight after the battle.

1 July 1916

Haig might want to make the battle seem more
of a success as he doesn’t want to lose his job. It
may not be entirely reliable as a result.

France
Purpose
• Why?
(Persuade? Entertain?
Inform? Etc.)

Inform – record of the battle.

Haig was reporting back home. He had a
responsibility to report back accurately.

Conclusions

This is a useful source as it gives us the view of the British army’s Commander in the immediate aftermath of
the first day of the Battle of the Somme. It does not give an accurate picture of events. It therefore provides a
historian with insight into the fact that either Haig had poor understanding of the level of success achieved or he
was desperate to appear as successful to the government back in London.
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Source C Private William Marshall recalls his experience of 1 July 1916. The recording was made many years after
the war had ended.

They were just sweeping guns across, men were falling at
either side, all around you. By time I got there, there were
three of my section left, there were only three of us left and
by time we’d got to where ... we’d only gone about a hundred
yards to the German front line.

Overview
Overall view:
Quote that shows this:
Evaluation
Source C

How does this affect usefulness to a
historian?

Knowledge
Extent the source agrees with my own
knowledge of the battle
Nature

Eyewitness account

What is it?

Origin
• Who wrote it?
• When?
• Where?

Private Marshall – a
soldier at the battle
Writing many years
after the battle
Writing in England

Purpose
• Why?
(Persuade? Entertain? Inform? Etc.)

Inform – tell people
about his experiences
at the battle.

Conclusions
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Assessment Task 2 (Units 15–17)
This task is designed to test you on the content and skills you have studied in Units
15–17. The questions are based on those you might find on Paper 1 Section B of
the GCSE exam.

Source A A contemporary illustration of a
British soldier storming a German trench.

Source B A photograph of British soldiers resting in their
trench.

1 Study Source A. Source A suggests that life for soldiers in the First World War was dangerous and heroic.
How do you know? Explain your answer using Source A and your contextual knowledge. (4 marks – one
short paragraph)
3–4 marks

Explanation of source backed up by precise quote from the source. Also uses own
knowledge in relation to the source to help explain its meaning

1–2 marks

Explanation of source backed up by precise quote from the source
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