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Section 1A World History Period Studies

What the Period Study is about and how it will be examined

Overview of the Period Study
A study of a medium time-
span. The focus here is on 
how events unfold across 
the period and the narrative 
of key developments and 
issues: 

In this book we cover:
■  Germany, 1890–1945: 

Democracy and 
dictatorship

■  America, 1920–1973: 
Opportunity and 
inequality.

Period Studies are about understanding the narrative (story) 
across a period of important change or developments:
■  Each study focuses on one country and its domestic history 

(rather than the international situation) over a 50-year period.
■  Each focuses on two key related developments (for 

example, Democracy and Dictatorship) and the impact these 
developments had on people.

■  You investigate these developments from different 
perspectives: political, social and cultural, economic, the role 
of ideas and of key individuals and groups.

■  You will also need to understand and evaluate interpretations 
of the period you have studied.

There are a number of key skills you will need for the Period Study

THE 
PERIOD 
STUDY

Comprehending interpretations 
– you will need to be able to read 
an interpretation of this period and 
pick out features which reveal its 
viewpoint

Evaluating interpretations – you 
will need to be able to look carefully 
at the content and provenance of 
two interpretations and explain why 
they have different viewpoints. You 
will also need to compare these 
to your own knowledge to give a 
judgement about their accuracy

Clearly describing – you will 
need to be able to give a short but 
detailed description of a key event 
or development

Explaining – you will need to 
identify but also explain the 
impact of a development 

Coming to overall judgements and supporting them – you will need to 
make sophisticated judgements based upon the range of evidence used in 
your answer. You will need to write these in a clear and persuasive manner
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This is Section A of 
Paper 1. It is worth 
40 marks in total. 
You will be asked the 
following types of 
question.

1  How do interpretations differ?  (4 marks)
  You will be given two interpretations and will need to work out 

what each is arguing. You will then need to consider how similar 
or different these arguments are. The focus in question 1 is on the 
content of the interpretations.

2  Why do interpretations differ?  (4 marks)
  You will have to explain why the interpretations you have looked 

at are different. This will involve looking at the provenance of the 
interpretations and then explaining reasons why they might have 
different views.

3  How convincing are these interpretations?  (8 marks)
  You will use your own contextual knowledge of the period 

to evaluate how accurate (convincing) the content of the 
interpretations is. You will need to support and challenge the 
claims made in both interpretations.

Questions 1–3 are closely linked. They deal with the same two 
interpretations

The rest of the questions test your knowledge and understanding and 
are not based on the interpretations.
4  Describe …  (4 marks)
  You will need to give a brief but precise summary of a key topic, 

event or development using specifi c factual knowledge.
5  In what ways … ?  (8 marks)
  You will be asked to explain how a key development affected a 

situation or a group of people. You will need to use specifi c factual 
knowledge to show the impacts of this development.

6  Essay question  (12 marks) 
  You will be given two factors, events or individuals and asked 

to evaluate the extent of their importance or impact, or how 
extensive the impact of a key development was on them. You will 
need to structure your answer as an essay, include a range of 
factual detail and come to a judgement.

There are six main question types in the Period Study

How we help you develop your exam skills
■  The revision tasks help you build 

understanding and skills step by step
  For example:
  Eliminate irrelevance will help you to 

make your writing more focused on the 
issues in the question.

  Develop the detail will help you improve 
your ability to explain impacts.

  Spot the interpretation will help you to 
compare interpretations.

  Support or challenge will help you to use 
content to inform your judgement in an 
essay question.  

■  The practice questions give you exam style 
questions. 

■  Exam focus at the end of each chapter gives 
you model answers for each question type.

Plus:
■  There are annotated 

model answers for 
every practice question 
online at www.
hoddereducation.co.uk/
myrevisionnotes or use 
this QR code to fi nd 
them instantly.
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Chapter 1 Germany, 1890–1945: 
Democracy and dictatorship

1.1 Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling 
Germany, 1890–1914

Kaiser Wilhelm II controlled the government and had 
extensive powers
l The Kaiser appointed the Chancellor (head of the government) and other 

officials. No decision could be made without his agreement.

l However, Wilhelm II did not govern consistently because he was moody 
and unstable and had violent rages.

l Parliamentary government developed. There were several major political 
parties. None had a majority so governments were coalitions.

l Right-wing parties were strong and keen to expand the German Empire.

l Left-wing parties were gaining support from the increasing number of 
industrial workers.

l One of the 25 states, Prussia, was more powerful than the others. It had 
two-thirds of the population and half the territory. Some other states felt 
powerless to inf luence German policy.

Germany was becoming more industrialised and richer
l By 1914, Germany led the world in chemical and steel industries. For 

example, it produced twice as much steel as Britain. It produced one-third of 
the world’s electrical goods.

l The population was growing rapidly (from 40 million in 1871 to 68 million 
in 1914). This provided manpower for the growing industries.

l Farmers could not supply all the food needed by the growing population so 
food imports were increasing.

Tensions in society led to demands for social reforms
l German society was traditional, both in the rural areas and in the cities.

l Many people were very conservative in their political views. For example, 
they expected the upper classes to rule. 

l At the same time, the socialist movement was growing, supported by 
industrial workers who wanted reform.

l Governments tried to meet workers’ demands by introducing pensions and 
sickness insurance schemes.

l Support for the left-wing Social Democrat Party increased. It had about 
30 per cent of seats in the Reichstag in 1912.

The army and navy had high status. There was much 
support for German expansion
l The army in Prussia swore obedience to the Kaiser.

l Wilhelm II wanted to expand the German navy to match that of Britain’s.

l The Navy Laws allowed the building of many more battleships.

l The Kaiser wanted Germany to have an overseas empire as France and 
Britain both had. This led to international crises in the years leading up to 
1914 and was one cause of the First World War.

Key point

Under Kaiser Wilhelm II 
the new country of 
Germany was becoming a 
leading industrial power. 
The Kaiser wanted to 
expand its power and 
infl uence even more.

TIP

The key terms in purple 
are defined in the 
glossary at the end of 
each chapter.

Make sure that you can 
spell the key terms, know 
what they mean and 
aim to use them in your 
written work.

 Test yourself
1  What were the Naval 

Laws?
2  List two strengths and 

two weaknesses in 
German society in the 
years before 1914.
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 Compare interpretations
Questions 1–3 of your exam will ask you to compare the content of interpretations. You need to read 
carefully, understand what is said, compare with your own knowledge and make inferences. This task 
practises question 1.

Study Interpretations A and B. How do they differ in their views on Kaiser Wilhelm II? (4 marks)

Summarise in a sentence the overall difference in their view of the Kaiser and choose two extracts from 
each interpretation to support this.

INTERPRETATION A First impressions of Wilhelm II as Kaiser. From G. Craig, Germany 1866–1945 (1981).

Most people were impressed by the new ruler’s vitality, his openness to new ideas, the diversity of his 
interests, and his personal charm. A Court official later wrote that William was ‘a dazzling personality 
who fascinated everyone who appeared before him. He was well aware of his ability to do this and 
developed this talent with much effort and refinement to an extra-ordinary perfection’.

INTERPRETATION B Concerns about Wilhelm II. From Michael Balfour, The Kaiser and His Times (1964).

The main cause of alarm was William’s [Wilhelm's] lack of tact. … The chief danger is that he is 
absolutely unconscious of the effect which his speeches and actions have upon princes, public men 
and the masses. For example, he astonished the British Ambassador by the way he talked about the 
diminutive [small] King of Italy whom he referred to as ‘the Dwarf’ while calling the Queen ‘a peasant 
girl’ and ‘the daughter of a cattle thief’.

 You’re the examiner!
Question 5 of your exam focuses on how a key development affected a situation or a group of people. For 
example:

In what ways did the style of German government under Wilhelm II affect how the country developed? (8 marks)

For a top-level answer, an examiner is looking for an explanation that:
l  includes accurate and detailed knowledge
l  uses the knowledge to answer the question.

Question 5 is not an essay. There is no need for an introduction and a conclusion. 
Connect the comments to the highlighted elements to show the good features of the answer below.

Wilhelm II was powerful and made sure that the Reichstag leaders 
were kept under control. This meant that he could decide policies 
– such as the expansion of the navy, which the Reichstag agreed 
to by passing the Navy Laws. The Reichstag had representatives 
from many political parties, with an increasing number of socialist 
members – about 30 per cent by 1914. This meant that, with 
coalition governments, the left wing had infl uence to get policies 
implemented that they favoured. For example, Germans gained old-
age pensions and sickness and unemployment insurance before the 
end of the nineteenth century. Lastly, the ruling conservative elite 
kept much power, which meant that traditional att itudes remained 
strong.

Key words showing how the 
answer is organised.

Relevant, detailed 
knowledge to support the 
main point.

Key phrase to ensure you 
explain not just describe.
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1.7 Economic changes: employment and 
rearmament

Under Nazi rule unemployment was reduced and 
industry prospered, 1933–39
l In 1933, unemployment was over 5 million. By 1939 it was virtually zero. 

Hitler fulfilled one of his key promises. This was done by:

Public works Rearmament Conscription

The National Labour 
Service employed workers 
to build a network of 
autobahns (motorways), 
more railways and new 
houses. These were paid 
for by the government

Started in secret in 
1933 (in defiance of the 
Treaty of Versailles). 
Jobs were created 
manufacturing 
weapons and army 
uniforms

Conscription was 
introduced in 1935. 
Selected Germans 
were forced to join 
the armed forces

l These were part of ‘The New Plan’ devised by Dr Schacht, which ran from 
1933–36.

l In 1936 this was replaced by the Four-Year Plan under Hermann Goering. 
This was intended to make Germany self-sufficient by 1940 so that it did not 
have to import essential raw materials.

Some Germans benefited more than others from the 
economic changes
l Industrial workers mostly gained from Nazi rule in the 1930s. They were 

glad to have a job and an income. However,

l Farming communities were helped with guaranteed food prices and 
rights to keep their land.

l Big businesses were pleased about the Nazis getting rid of the Communist 
threat and many benefited from government spending.

l Small businesses did not benefit from any protection (for example, local 
shops).

l Nazi opponents were excluded from the prosperity. They could not work 
and could not claim unemployment pay. Jews and other ‘undesirables’ were 
victimised and persecuted. Jewish businesses were boycotted or closed down.

Key point

Many German civilians 
benefi ted from the 
improved economy 
during the 1930s 
but they all suffered 
greatly in the fi nal three 
years of the war.

Workers

Workers lost some freedom and
rights when trade unions were 
abolished. The Nazi-controlled

German Labour Front kept a strict 
control on workers

Wages remained low – for many
the standard of living stayed

below what it had been before the
Depression

To help keep their loyalty,
workers were offered rewards such as

cheap cinema tickets, trips and
sporting events

Many Germans workers grumbled 
about these things by the late 1930s. 

But the government’s propaganda
machine made most workers proud 
to be helping make Germany great 
again – another of Hitler’s promises

 Test yourself
1  List fi ve things that 

most Germans were 
happy about in the 
period 1933–39.

2  List three things that 
most Germans were 
not so happy about in 
the period 1933–39.
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isFrom 1942 onwards the war went badly for Germany, 
which had a huge impact on its people

Shortages Bombing raids

Rationing started in 1939 on food and 
clothes, but in the first two years of 
the war there were no real shortages 
as imports from defeated countries 
arrived

However, from 1942 onwards when 
Germany started to suffer defeats, 
the economy was totally directed 
towards war production

German civilians began to suffer 
greatly with increasing shortages of 
food and other essentials, including 
fuel

From 1942, German cities were 
bombed first by the British and then 
also by the Americans

Major bombing of cities such as 
Berlin and Dresden was intended to 
break German morale

About half a million German citizens 
died in these raids; 7.5 million 
became homeless

By 1945, many became refugees – 
with millions fleeing the advancing 
Soviet armies

 Develop the detail
Each of the following statements lacks detail. Add details to show that you understand the statement.

Statement Detail

Unemployment went down in the 
period 1933–39 

The Nazis created jobs 1933–39 
 

Farmers were helped by Nazi 
policies 1933–39 

Bomb damage was huge during the 
Second World War 

Food shortages got worse as the 
war went on 

 Essay plan
Look at the essay question below.

Which of the following was the more important reason for most Germans 
supporting Hitler in the 1930s?

• The Nazis providing jobs.

• Nazi policies encouraging loyalty.

Explain your answer with reference to both reasons. (12 marks)

1 List two factors for each of the bullet points to show they are 
important.

2 Then decide which is more important and explain a reason. 

TIP

In your exam you only 
have about a minute's 
writing time per mark! So 
don’t waste time on the 
low-tariff questions. Save 
time for the 12-marker.

 Practice question

Describe two problems 
faced by German civilians 
in a city such as Berlin  
in the final months  
of the Second World War.
  (4 marks)
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Chapter 5 Conflict and tension in Asia,
1950–1975

5.1 Causes of the conflict in Korea

In the 1950s there was a strong fear of Communism 
in the USA
l The USA was in conflict with the USSR in the 1950s. This conflict was 

called the Cold War.

l One reason for this conflict was that the USSR was Communist.

l Both the USSR and USA wanted to avoid direct conflict with each other, 
but they were willing to take military action to spread their own inf luence 
or stop the other superpower from becoming more powerful.

l After the Second World War, the USSR had taken control of many 
countries in Eastern Europe. The USA was committed to stopping the 
spread of Communism.

l In 1947, US President Truman made it clear that the USA would help 
countries which might be taken over by Communists. This policy was called 
the Truman Doctrine.

l Because of this, the USA put $2 billion of aid into China to help the 
Nationalists (the anti-Communist government of China). However, in 
1949, China became Communist.

North Korea was a Communist state which was in 
conflict with South Korea
l Korea had been ruled by Japan until 1945. When the war ended the North 

was freed by Soviet troops (troops from the USSR). The South was freed by 
American troops.

l After the war, the North continued to be Communist led. It had a 
Communist leader who had been trained in the USSR.

l The leader of North Korea was called Kim Il Sung.

l The South was ruled by Syngman Rhee. He had been elected to power in 
1948, but his government was not very democratic.

l However, the USA supported Rhee because he was anti-Communist.

In 1950, North Korea successfully invaded the South
l North and South Korea were divided by a line at the 38th parallel. There 

was a lot of hostility between the two sides.

l In 1950, Kim Il Sung ordered the invasion of South Korea.

l The North Korean forces were supported by equipment from the USSR. 
Later they were supplied by China.

l Within four months, the North had taken over almost all of Korea except a 
small corner in the south-east.

The USA intervened to support the South
l Truman immediately sent warships to South Korea and offered advisers and 

supplies to the South.

l The USA appealed to the United Nations (UN) to stop the invasion. The 
UN was an international organisation, which had replaced the League of 
Nations, set up to solve disputes.

Key point

Confl ict between the 
Communist North Korea 
and the anti-Communist 
South dragged in the USA 
(to support the South) 
and the USSR and China 
(to support the North).

TIP

All the key terms in 
purple are defined in the 
glossary at the end of 
each chapter.

Make sure that you can 
spell the key terms, know 
what they mean and 
aim to use them in your 
written work.

TIP

When asked to write an 
account, the key thing 
is to remember you are 
not only telling a story. It 
needs to explain the issue 
in the question, in this 
case why the war became 
a stalemate.
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l The USA had blocked China from joining the UN in 1949. In protest, the 
USSR was boycotting (refusing to take part in) the UN.

l The USA put pressure on the UN to send troops to defend South Korea. 
Because the USSR was not present at the meeting, it could not veto (block) 
this suggestion.

l The UN agreed to send troops to Korea. These troops would be from a 
number of countries but would include many American troops and be led by 
an American general called MacArthur.

 Test yourself
1  What was the Cold 

War?
2  When did China 

become Communist?
3  How did the USA 

respond to the 
outbreak of war in 
Korea?

 Develop the detail
The diagram below has a number of headings which give reasons for the outbreak of the war in Korea. 
For each one add supporting detail from these two pages. One has been done for you.

 Improve the paragraph
Question 3 in your exam will ask you to ‘write an account’ which means a well-structured narrative which 
describes what happened but also picks up the angle (the second-order concept) implied in the question. 
For example:

Write an account of how the outbreak of war in Korea led to the involvement of the USA in the confl ict. (8 marks)

The key ‘second-order concept’ is consequence (you can tell from the underlined phrase) ‘how this 
led to’. Below is a paragraph answering the question. What is it missing? Rewrite the paragraph to 
improve it.

In 1950, the North of Korea, led by the Communist Kim Il Sung, invaded the South. The South 
was ruled by Syngman Rhee. South Korea was anti-Communist although it also wasn’t ruled very 
democratically. China was also a Communist country (it had been Communist since 1949). There 
was a lot of hostility between the North and the South because of their diff erent governments, 
and in June 1950 the North invaded to try to control the whole of Korea. They quickly took over 
all of Korea except for a tiny corner in the south-east. China supported the invasion by supplying 
the North with weapons.

Reasons for
the outbreak of the

Korean War

The Cold War

The Truman Doctrine

The division of Korea

Different types of government
in Korea

Support from other countries

The USA and USSR were in conflict
after the end of the Second World War.
The USSR was Communist but the USA

was capitalist
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5.7 Nixon and Vietnamisation

The Tet Offensive made people question whether the 
USA could win the war
l In early 1968, the Viet Cong launched a massive attack against 100 cities and 

military targets.

l The attack took place on the Vietnamese Tet (New Year) holiday and so it 
became known as the Tet Offensive.

In military terms, the Tet Offensive was a 
failure for the Communists 

However, it was a turning point in US attitudes to 
the war

The Viet Cong hoped that people in South 
Vietnam would rise up and join them but this 
didn’t happen

About 10,000 Viet Cong fighters were killed

The US and South Vietnamese forces quickly 
recaptured the lost areas, but there was hard 
fighting in the capital Saigon and in Hué

Before this, most people had believed that the USA was 
winning the war in Vietnam

The fact that the Viet Cong could launch such a major 
attack led many people to question whether this was true

One very famous US reporter called Walter Cronkite said 
he thought the war was unwinnable

President Nixon reopened peace talks and started a 
process of Vietnamisation
l Peace talks had begun in Paris in May 1968 but they had failed. Nixon 

became President in early 1969 and said he would continue the war until the 
US could get ‘peace with honour’.

l Nixon’s policy was called Vietnamisation (to reduce US troops and give the 
South Vietnam forces more responsibility for the fighting).

l It was clear this policy would probably fail. The North Vietnamese, with 
support from the USSR and China, would quickly defeat South Vietnam.

l In September 1969, the USA started secret peace talks with North Vietnam 
(without the support of the South Vietnam government).

l 25,000 US troops withdrew in June 1969 and 35,000 in September.

Nixon also increased US involvement
l Nixon did not want to look weak while negotiating with North Vietnam, 

or allow the North to win quickly as US troops withdrew.

l He ordered US troops to invade Cambodia and attack Viet Cong bases.

l He hoped this would force North Vietnam to negotiate more willingly with 
the USA. Instead, North Vietnam boycotted the peace talks.

l The USA also supported a disastrous South Vietnamese invasion of Laos.

l Nixon continued to withdraw troops; over 400,000 by end of 1971.

l He also built stronger relations with China and the USSR.

Bombing of North Vietnam increased again in 1972 to 
put pressure on the North to make peace
l In March 1972, the North Vietnamese (supported by Soviet tanks) invaded 

the South. They hoped to win easily as most US troops had left.

l In April 1972, the USA launched a huge new bombing campaign called 
Operation Linebacker. This destroyed roads, factories and supply lines.

l This campaign led to more protests around the world and in the USA.

Key point

Nixon removed US 
troops from Vietnam, 
but at the same time 
he escalated the war in 
some areas to force North 
Vietnam to negotiate.
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 Test yourself
1  What was the Tet Offensive?
2  What was Vietnamisation?
3  Why did Nixon support the invasion of 

Cambodia and Laos?
4  What was Operation Linebacker?

 Develop the explanation
This diagram 
summarises Nixon’s 
approach to ending 
the war in Vietnam. 
Complete the diagram 
by finding examples 
for each point and 
explaining why he did it.
One example has been 
done for you.

 Improve the paragraph
The most valuable question in the exam will be an essay question like this:

‘The Tet Offensive was the main reason why Nixon wanted to end the Vietnam War.’ How far do you agree? 
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

You will need to consider the role of the factor given in the question and then consider the role of one or 
two other important factors such as:
l  public opinion in America
l  the escalating cost of the war
l  détente between the superpowers

which are dealt with on the next four pages.
This paragraph tries to explain why the Tet Offensive helped lead to the policy but it includes irrelevant 
information and it fails to connect to the question. Annotate or rewrite it to improve it.

In 1968 the Viet Cong launched a huge off ensive called the Tet Off ensive. They took control over 
a number of cities in South Vietnam for a while. The att ack came as a complete surprise. Most 
Americans thought that they were winning the war, but after the Tet Off ensive people began to 
suggest that the war could not be won. Nixon then tried to get out of Vietnam but he didn’t want 
the North to take over the South so he used Vietnamisation to try to stop this.

 Practice question
Write an account to show how the Tet Offensive 
in 1968 changed American attitudes towards the 
war in Vietnam   (8 marks)

How did Nixon try
to end the war

in Vietnam?

Improving relations with China

Invasion of Cambodia
and Laos

Bombing campaigns

Vietnamisation

Peace talksWithdrawal of troops

Nixon visited China in 1972. He knew that
improving relations with the USSR and
China would make it easier to negotiate

a way out of the Vietnam War
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