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Pact – an agreement between two countries. It is
another word for a treaty
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Weimar Republic – the new German government
after the First World War

1 The start of a new Republic, 1918–19
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The start
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Things got worse in Germany at the end of October.
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KEY TOPIC 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29
Key
features in the Foundation Edition books:

1 The start of a new Republic, 1918–19

1.2 Setting up the Weimar Republic

The Weimar Constitution
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1.2 Setting up the Weimar Republic

The new Weimar Republic was the first time that Germany had tried democracy.
1 The start of a new Republic, 1918–19
The diagram shows how the government worked.

The Weimar Constitution
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SOURCE C Key articles (rules) of the Weimar Constitution.

SOURCE C Key articles (rules) of the Weimar Constitution.

Article 22
What does 'left wing' and 'right wing' mean?
In this topic, you will see the words 'left' and 'right' used a lot. It doesn't mean where people are standing. It is a
way of describing the general opinions of a politician.
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Weimar
Republic
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Left and Right are
called ‘centre’
Labour

Right means politicians who believe
governments should not be involved in
people’s lives too much.

Liberal
Democrats

Liberal

Weimar
Republic

Independent
8
Social Democratic

Right means politicians who believe
governments should not be involved in
people’s lives too much.

Social
Democratic

Centre Party
German Democratic Party
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textbooks but
called
that parties won seats
in ‘proportional
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But
this
caused
some
provided
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German People’s Party
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German National People’s Party
Bavarian People’s Party
German People’s Party
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had to be 30
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voting.
Article 22
The Reichstag delegates are elected by universal, equal, direct and secret
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the
voting
suffrage by all men and women over 20 years of age, in accordance The
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suffrage by all men and women over 20 years of age, in accordance with the

Everyone over 20 years
Everyone over
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Foundation
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Editions
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Article 48 said that in an emergency, the President could run the
country without needing anyone else, including the Reichstag.
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next page.

Copy and complete these sentences:
1 The most powerful person in the Weimar Constitution was the ...
2 Activities
The day-to-day decisions were made by the ...
3 Article 48 said that the President could...

Copy and complete these sentences:
1 The most powerful person in the Weimar Constitution was the ...
2 The day-to-day decisions were made by the ...
3 Article 48 said that the President could...
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KEY TOPIC 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29
Key
features in the Foundation Edition books:

2 The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919-23

In what ways was the new constitution strong?
n Men and women could vote
KEY TOPIC 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29
n

n
n

at the age of 20. This was very democratic. In Britain,
men had to be 21 and women 30!
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to
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because
of how manyof
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won.constitution?
If they won 10 per cent of the votes, they
What about the
weaknesses
thethey
new
got 10 per cent of the seats. This was fair.

Even though there were strengths, there were also some weaknesses.
What about the weaknesses of the new constitution?
Even though there were strengths, there were also some weaknesses.
Article 48
The army
Even though Article 48 allowed the
The army was a big challenge. It did
Article 48
The army with the new Weimar
President to fix emergencies,
it also meant not like working
Even though
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army was
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that he could ignore
the Reichstag
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Instead,
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fix emergencies, it also meant not like working with the new Weimar
wanted to. This President
was not to
very
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back in control.
that he could ignore the Reichstag if he
wanted to. This was not very democratic.

Republic. Instead, it wanted the Kaiser
back in control.
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Weimar RepublicMany
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committee
that was writing the constitution.
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was talking
about
constitution.
He was talking Iabout
the
new
constitution.
have often listened to the debates with real concern, glancing timidly to the

gentlemen
of debates
the Right, with
fearful
lestconcern,
they say toglancing
me: ‘Do you
hope totogive
I have often listened
to the
real
timidly
thea
parliamentary system to a nation like this, one that resists it with every sinew in its
gentlemen of the Right, fearful lest they say to me: ‘Do you hope to give a
body?’ One finds suspicion everywhere; Germans cannot shake off their old political
parliamentary system
to atheir
nation
like this,
one
that resists
it with every sinew in its
timidity and
deference
to the
authoritarian
state.
body?’ One finds suspicion everywhere; Germans cannot shake off their old political
timidity and their deference to the authoritarian state.

Practice question

Activities

Give two things you

1 Copy the scales (right). Pick three strengths
and three weaknesses of the Weimar
D about the Weimar
Constitution from this page.
Give two things youConstitution.1(For
help,the scales
Write
themPick
on each
side
of the scales.
Copy
(right).
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strengths
see page XX)
can infer from Source
and three weaknesses
of three
the Weimar
2 Look at the
WEAKNESSES that you
D about the Weimar
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Constitution from
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Constitution. (For help,
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of the scales.
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see page XX)
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Source
Practice question
Activities

2 Look at the three WEAKNESSES that you
picked in Activity 1. Which do you think was
the biggest weakness?
Give one reason for your choice.
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Strengths

Strengths

Weaknesses

Weaknesses

What are interpretations of history?
2 The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919-23

Do you think sports are really interesting, or boring?
Do you like going to the cinema or not? Do you think that
orange juice or Coca Cola is nicer, or neither?

it says ‘the Treaty of Versailles was quite moderate’.
It also says that it was ‘not excessively harsh on
What are interpretations of history? Germany’. As evidence, the historian has said that it
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of Versailles.

Historians
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of Versailles.
exam guidance
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important.
interpretations, does not mean that one is right and one
builds students’
Woods,
2009.
INTERPRETATION
2 From
an online article The Treaty
is wrong.
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not – neitherdoes
of you
is wrong,
it isisaright
different
Woods, 2009.
focusing
is wrong. You might like football and your friend might
outrageous treaties in history. It was a blatant
acton
of the
Treaty of 1919 was one of the most
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is one piece of evidence in the interpretation
choose
their words
to Treaty
show of
their opinion.
Look
at Interpretation
1. Itcarefully
is about the
which supports this view?
Versailles.
first job is to1.
work
what the
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Interpretation 3 is on a different topic. It is about
historian’s interpretation, or opinion, about the Treaty
Versailles. Your first job is to work out what the hyperinflation.
of Versailles is.
Interpretation 3 is on a different topic. It is about

Why do historians have
different opinions?

historian’s interpretation, or opinion, about the Treaty
hyperinflation.
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