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Introduction
About the course
During this course you must study four units, each 
contributing a different weighting to the GCSE 
qualification:

n Unit 1 Studies in Depth (Wales and the wider 
perspective) – weighting of 25 per cent of GCSE 
qualification

n Unit 2 Studies in Depth (History with a European/
World focus) – weighting of 25 per cent of the GCSE 
qualification

n Unit 3 Thematic Study, which includes the study of a 
historical site – weighting of 30 per cent of the GCSE 
qualification

n Unit 4 Working as an historian – Non-Examination 
Assessment – weighting of 20 per cent of the GCSE 
qualification.

These studies will be assessed through three examination 
papers and a non-examination unit.

Units 1 and 2 each consist of a one-hour examination made 
up of a series of compulsory questions. These will focus 
upon the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and 
interpretations, as well as testing second-order historical 
concepts.

Unit 3 consists of a 1-hour-and-15-minute examination 
made up a series of compulsory questions. These will focus 
upon second order historical concepts such as continuity, 
change, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and 
difference.

Unit 4 will consist of a non-examination assessment. It will 
involve the completion of two tasks, one focusing on source 
evaluation and one on the formation of different historical 
interpretations of history.

About the book
This book covers two options within the Unit 1 Studies in 
Depth – Wales and the wider perspective:

n Option 1A: The Elizabethan Age, 1558 

n Option 1C: Depression, War and Recovery, 1930–1951

You will only need to study one of these options. 

How this book will help you in WJEC GCSE 
History

It will help you learn the content
Many students worry that they won’t know enough to 
answer the questions in the exam. The author text explains 
the key content clearly and helps you understand each of 
the topics. Each chapter equips you with the right level 
of knowledge and detail needed to help provide detailed 
answers for the exam. 

The book is full of sources. History is at its best when 
you can see what real people said, did, felt and watched. 
Sources can help you really understand the story better 
and remember it because they help you see what the issues 
meant to people at the time. 

The activities direct you to the things you should be 
noticing or thinking about in the sources and text. They 
also help you practise the kind of analytical skills that you 
need to improve in history. 

Each chapter includes key terms to help you understand 
what these words mean so you can understand them and 
use them confidently when writing about the subject. They 
are all defined in the Glossary on pages 198–200.

It will help you prepare for your exam
The practice questions on the book are exam-style 
questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam 
skills. 

The exam guidance at the end of the unit (pages 106–114 
for The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603, and pages 189–197 for 
Depression, War and Recovery, 1930–51) contain a model 
exam paper as well as step-by-step-guidance, model answers 
and advice on how to answer particular question types in 
the Studies in Depth – Wales and the wider perspective 
paper.
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The Elizabethan 
Age, 1558–1603
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1 Elizabethan government

Key question: How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

The Tudor Rose combined the white rose
of the Yorkists with the red rose of the
Lancastrians, the two sides that had fought
the Wars of the Roses. It became the emblem
of the Tudor family, to symbolise how the
Tudors had united the country.

Elizabeth of York

Arthur
(died 1502)

HENRY VIII
(1509–47)

Mary

2. Anne
    Boleyn
    (beheaded)

3. Jane
    Seymour
    (died)

1. Catherine
    of Aragon
    (divorced)

MARRIED

Philip of Spain
(became KING

OF SPAIN
1555)

MARRIED

MARRIED

Margaret

JAMES IV of Scotland
(1488–1513)

JAMES V
(1513–42)

Mary of Guise

MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS
born and became Queen

of Scotland in 1542

Francis of France
(became KING

OF FRANCE 1559)

MARRIED

MARRIED

MARRIED

4. Anne of Cleves
    (divorced)

MARY I
born 1516
(1553–8)

ELIZABETH I
born 1533

(1558–1603)

EDWARD VI
born 1537
(1547–53)

5. Catherine Howard
    (beheaded)

6. Catherine Parr
    (outlived Henry)

HENRY VII
(1485–1509)

Members of the Tudor family
Members of the Scottish royal family, the Stuarts

Members of the French royal family

Members of the Spanish royal family
Rulers are shown in capital letters; the dates of their reign
are in brackets.

Key

 Figure 1.1: The Tudor family tree

Introduction: Elizabeth’s life before she became queen
When Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558 she was the fifth Tudor monarch to reign. 
The Tudor dynasty had been established by Elizabeth’s grandfather, Henry Tudor, who had 
come to the throne in 1485 following his victory over Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth, 
the battle that ended the Wars of the Roses. As Henry VII, he ruled until his death in 
1509 when he was succeeded by his son, Henry VIII, who in turn was succeeded by his son, 
Edward VI, followed by his two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth (see Figure 1.1).
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1 Elizabethan government

Henry VIII and his wives
Henry VIII is famous for having been married six times, 
the driving force behind these marriages being a desperate 
attempt to secure a male heir to the throne. By his first 
marriage to a Spanish princess, Catherine of Aragon, he 
had one daughter, Mary. In 1527 Henry fell in love with 
Anne Boleyn, a young noblewoman. In order to marry  
her he needed to divorce Catherine. Henry therefore 
petitioned the Pope, as head of the Roman Catholic 
Church, to grant him a divorce. This was refused.  
In 1533 when unmarried Anne became pregnant, Henry 
decided to break away from the Roman Catholic Church 
and create a new Church of England with himself as  
head. This enabled him to grant himself a divorce and 
marry Anne.

On 7 September 1533 Anne gave birth to a daughter. She 
was called Elizabeth after Henry’s mother, Elizabeth of 
York. In 1536 Anne gave birth to a second child, a boy, but 
he died at birth. When Henry found out that Anne was 
very friendly with some of the male courtiers he sent her 
to the Tower of London and dissolved the marriage. After 
an investigation she was declared guilty of adultery and 
treason and Henry ordered her execution. Following the 
death of her mother, Elizabeth, aged just two, was declared 
illegitimate. This meant she now had no claim to the 
throne.

In 1537 Henry married Jane Seymour, his third wife. 
In October of that year she gave birth to a son, named 
Edward, but Jane did not long survive the birth, dying a 
few days later. Henry was to marry a further three times, 
his sixth wife being Catherine Parr, the daughter of Sir 
Thomas Parr, a wealthy nobleman from the north of 
England.

Having spent most of her life being moved from house to 
house, Elizabeth, now aged ten, went to live with her father 
and his new queen, Catherine, together with her half-brother 
Edward. Both children were brought up as Protestants.

Edward VI
In 1547 Henry died and was succeeded by his nine-year-
old son who became King Edward VI. As Edward was 
too young to rule alone his advisers made the important 
decisions, which included making the Church of England 
more Protestant. This worried some loyal Catholics. 
Elizabeth, now aged fifteen, was living with her Protestant 
step-mother, Catherine Parr, but when Catherine died  
a year later, in 1548, the young princess found herself 
alone.

Mary I
In 1553 Edward, who had always been a sickly child, died 
at the age of just fifteen. The throne now passed to his 
elder half-sister, Mary, who was a strict Roman Catholic. 
Queen Mary I soon began to undo the religious changes 
made during Edward’s reign and made the Catholic 
religion the main faith of the country. Protestants who 
refused to convert to the Catholic faith were punished  
and some prominent protestors were burnt at the stake.  
They included Archbishop Cranmer and the Protestant 
bishops Latimer and Ridley. In 1554 Mary announced 
that she planned to marry her cousin, King Philip II of 
Spain, one of the strongest Catholic rulers of Europe. She 
also began the Marian Persecution, which forced people 
to keep the Roman Catholic faith or face severe penalties. 
Her actions quickly became very unpopular with many 
Protestants.

 Henry VIII, painted by a 
follower of Hans Holbein the 
Younger in the sixteenth century

 Edward VI, painted by  
Hans Holbein, 1543 

 Mary I, painted by  
Master John, c.1554
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WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

Elizabeth’s position under Mary
As a Protestant, this was a difficult time for Elizabeth, especially after the outbreak 
of a Protestant rebellion in 1554 led by Sir Thomas Wyatt. Elizabeth was suspected 
of being involved in the plot and Mary ordered her arrest and imprisonment in the 
Tower of London. She was charged with treason, the punishment for which was 
death.

As there was not enough evidence to link Elizabeth with the Wyatt Plot she was 
released from the Tower and moved to Woodstock House in Oxfordshire where she 
was closely watched. She was later moved to Hatfield House in Hertfordshire, where 
she was advised by Sir William Cecil. It was there, on 17 November 1558, that she was 
brought the news that Mary had died and she was now queen of Wales and England. 
She was 25 years of age.

Interpretation 1: J. E. Neale, 
an historian who specialised 
in Tudor history, writing in his 
biography, Queen Elizabeth, 
published in 1934
Mary had no doubts about 
Elizabeth’s involvement in the 
plot, and if this could be proved 
there was small hope of mercy. 
Wyatt and others were examined 
and re-examined for evidence 
to convict her. It was discovered 
that Wyatt had twice written 
to her and received answers, 
but they were verbal only and 
amounted to nothing. They may 
not even have been hers, for 
some of her servants had been 
involved in the conspiracy, and 
there is no saying what use they 
had made of her name.

ACTIVITIES

1 Using the information on 
pages 5–8 construct a time 
line covering the period 
from 1533 to 1603.
a) Mark the key events in 

Elizabeth’s life up to 
November 1558.

b) As you advance through 
the chapters of this book 
you can add extra events 
to this timeline.

2 Study Source A. What 
image of Elizabeth do you 
think the artist is trying to 
portray?

Practice question
  Study Interpretation 1.  
How far do you agree 
with the interpretation 
that Elizabeth had little 
connection to the Wyatt 
Plot? (For guidance, see 
pages 113–114.)  Source A: A portrait of princess Elizabeth as a young girl, painted in 1545. 

She is shown holding her Protestant prayer book
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1 Elizabethan government

The coronation and popularity of Elizabeth

 Source B: A contemporary drawing showing Elizabeth’s 
coronation procession in 1559

 Source C: Portrait of Elizabeth painted in 1559 showing 
her dressed in her coronation robes, patterned with Tudor 
roses

Practice question
What can be learnt from Sources B and C about 
Elizabeth’s coronation? (For guidance, see  
pages 107–108.)

The death of Queen Mary was greeted with a sense of relief 
by many, especially Protestants. During the short reign of 
‘Bloody Mary’, the Marian Persecution had resulted in over  
300 Protestants being put to death because they refused to 
change their religion. They included Archbishop Cranmer 
and the Protestant Bishops Latimer and Ridley. Many 
people now hoped that Elizabeth would prove to be a more 
just and popular monarch.

Elizabeth’s coronation
Elizabeth’s coronation was deliberately designed to be a 
splendid and colourful event to show off the power of the 
new monarch, with ceremonies lasting several days. On  
12 January 1559 Elizabeth travelled from Whitehall to the 
Tower in a ceremonial barge along the Thames. Two days 
later she undertook a triumphal coronation procession 
through the streets of central London (see Source B). At 
intervals in the coronation procession pageants were 
performed and musical instruments played.

The coronation itself took place in Westminster Abbey on 
Sunday 15 January. Elizabeth was crowned and anointed 
by Owen Oglethorpe, the Catholic Bishop of Carlisle, and 
she came out of the Abbey to the sound of loud instruments 
and cheers from the crowd. Dressed in her full state regalia 
which included the sceptre and orb (see Source C), she 
walked the short distance to Westminster Hall for a state 
banquet.

ACTIVITIES

1  Explain why Elizabeth wanted her coronation to be a 
‘splendid and colourful’ event.

2  Use Source B and your own knowledge to describe 
Elizabeth’s coronation.
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WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

Elizabeth’s popularity
Elizabeth received a good education and by the time of 
her coronation she could converse in Greek, Latin, French 
and Italian. She was well read, particularly in the arts and 
literature. She loved dancing, riding and music, and was 
keen on archery and needlework. She also studied theology, 
favoured the Bible in English and was keen to avoid the 
religious divides that had dominated the reigns of her half-
brother and half-sister.

It was said that her quick temper was a characteristic she 
inherited from her father, and her unwillingness to spend 
money copied the miserliness of her grandfather, Henry VII. 
However, inheriting a nation in debt, Elizabeth had little 
choice but to control the purse strings wisely, and with the 
help of her advisers on the Privy Council (see page 11), she 
managed to balance the nation’s finances.

One item she did spend lavishly on was her appearance, 
taking great pride in her clothes, which were adorned in 

fine jewels and ornaments. She realised the importance of 
projecting an image of majesty and power, and this pride in 
her appearance remained with her throughout her long reign.

The use of portraits
One method through which Elizabeth could project her 
image of royal authority was through portraits. Elizabeth 
had many official portraits painted during her reign but as 
she grew older the images became less and less accurate in 
showing what the queen actually looked like. After catching 
smallpox in 1562 the queen’s face was left badly scarred, 
prompting her to paint her face with white powder. By the 
1590s her thinning hair caused her to wear a wig and her 
teeth had turned black. Yet her portraits did not show this 
and they were used as a means of propaganda, creating an 
image of a monarch who was ageless, strong and powerful; a 
wise and successful ruler. To show their loyalty many nobles 
displayed portraits of the queen in their great houses.

Source D: The Pelican 
Portrait, painted by Nicholas 
Hilliard in 1574. It is named 
after the pelican brooch 
that she is wearing on her 
bodice. According to legend 
the mother pelican pecks at 
her own breast and feeds 
her young on her own blood 
so that they might live. This 
image therefore shows 
Elizabeth as the mother of 
her people, ready to sacrifice 
her life to protect them

ACTIVITIES

1 Use Source D and 
your own knowledge 
to show how portraits 
were used to project 
an image of royal 
authority.

2 Why did Elizabeth 
consider royal 
progresses to be 
important?

8
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1 Elizabethan government

Royal progresses
Another method used by the queen to court popularity 
was to undertake regular royal progresses, touring 
the countryside, staying in the houses of her nobles 
and receiving free accommodation, food, drink and 
entertainment. These annual royal progresses took place 
during the summer months when travelling was easier and 
involved visits to houses in the south-east and the midlands. 
Elizabeth never ventured as far as northern England, the 
south-west or Wales. For about 10 weeks each year the whole 
Court went on tour. It was a propaganda exercise, the chief 
purpose being to ensure that Elizabeth was seen by her 
subjects. To a noble it was a great privilege to receive her 
majesty, but it was also a very costly experience, since the 
queen travelled with an army of advisers, officials, servants 
and guards, all of whom had to be accommodated, fed and 
entertained for however long Elizabeth decided to stay. The 
host was also expected to present the queen with expensive 
gifts. This was one method by which Elizabeth was seen by 
her subjects and it also served to keep a watchful eye over the 
powerful noble families.

Practice questions
 1 What can be learnt from Sources E and F about royal 

progresses? (For guidance, see pages 107–108.)
 2 Explain the connections between any THREE of the 

following:
l royal portraits
l royal progresses
l Elizabeth I’s character
l Elizabeth I’s appearance. 
(For guidance, see page 112.)

 Source E: A painting, dated 1601, showing Elizabeth on one of her annual royal progresses

Source F: One of Elizabeth’s royal progress journeys in 
1568 described by an eye-witness
She was received with great applause and signs of joy … At 
which she was extremely pleased … She ordered her carriage 
sometimes to be taken where the crowd seemed thickest and 
stood up and thanked the people.

9
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WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

The Royal Court
The Royal Court was the centre of all political power during the Elizabethan period. The 
main residence of the queen was Whitehall Palace in London where she had her ladies-
in-waiting and servants living with her, together with her chief advisers and government 
officials. All these people made up the Royal Court and they travelled with the queen when 
she went on her progresses. Having her courtiers close by enabled Elizabeth to consult, seek 
advice and challenge her councillors, as well as keeping an eye on their activities and check 
upon their rivalries. Among her chief courtiers were William Cecil, Sir Christopher Hatton, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Walsingham and Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, many of 
whom also served the queen as Privy Councillors (see pages 12–13).

The queen exercised her power and maintained the loyalty of her ministers and officials 
through the granting of patronage. Ambitious nobles would try to get access to the queen’s 
court in the hope of being noticed by Elizabeth and possibly being granted an important 
position in central or local government. Elizabeth quickly realised the importance of using 
the system of royal patronage to her advantage. Knowing that the queen had the power 
to make or break them kept her nobles loyal and supportive. For the ambitious courtiers 
everything depended upon keeping the continued support of the queen.

Factions in the Royal Court
By operating such a system of patronage, Elizabeth naturally generated rivalry between 
her courtiers and this resulted in the development of court factions. Until the 1590s, when 
her advancing years and the loss of many of her older ministers began to have an impact, 
Elizabeth was generally successful in playing off one faction against the other, using her 
ultimate power of dismissal to control and check her courtiers and Privy Councillors.

One of the chief rivalries in the earlier part of Elizabeth’s reign was between two of her 
most important advisers, William Cecil and Robert Dudley. Cecil was hard working 
and cautious in decision making, particularly when it came to managing government 
expenditure. This meant he was reluctant to let the country get involved in costly wars 
on the continent. This was in contrast to the bolder approach of Dudley, who favoured 
intervention in the wars in Europe. They also contrasted in their religious views, Cecil 
being a moderate Protestant, whereas Dudley was a Puritan. (For differences between 
Protestants and Puritans, see page 55.) Other courtiers were dragged into such rivalries and 
were sometimes forced to support one faction against another.

ACTIVITIES

1 Copy out and complete this table using the information in this section together with your 
own knowledge of this topic.

How did Elizabeth use this feature to maintain control 
and authority over her councillors and advisers?

The Royal Court

The use of patronage

The development of factions

2 What information does Source G provide about Elizabeth’s method of ruling?

3 Explain why rival factions emerged round William Cecil and Robert Dudley.

Practice 
question
  Study Interpretation 2. 
How far do you agree 
with this interpretation 
that Elizabeth 
maintained control over 
her ministers through 
awarding offices and 
favours? (For guidance, 
see pages 113–114.)

Interpretation 2: An 
evaluation of Elizabeth’s 
control over the Royal 
Court made by the writer 
Barbara Mervyn who  
was commissioned to 
write the book The Reign 
of Elizabeth: England 
1558–1603, published  
in 2001 
Elizabeth can be credited 
with maintaining a 
politically stable central 
government by creating a 
Court where she exercised 
control by awarding offices 
and favours. In this way she 
could control rival factions.

Source G: A comment  
upon Elizabeth’s method  
of ruling made in the 
1630s by Sir Robert 
Naunton who had 
previously been a 
member of the queen’s 
court
She ruled much by 
factions and parties, which 
she made, upheld and 
weakened as her own great 
judgement advised.
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1 Elizabethan government

The Privy Council and councillors
One of the most important means by which the country 
was governed during Elizabeth’s reign was through the 
Privy Council. This was a body of advisers and ministers, 
appointed by the queen, to help her rule. Privy Councillors 
were chosen from members of the noble and gentry classes, 
and occasionally archbishops. Within the first few months 
of becoming queen, Elizabeth had appointed nineteen men 
to her Privy Council and, to help provide some continuity, 
over one-half had been members of the Privy Council of 
Mary I, such as Sir Thomas Cheney and Sir William Petre.

The Council met regularly, generally two or three 
times a week during the early part of Elizabeth’s reign, 
but more frequently later in the reign and during 
occasions when it was necessary to deal with a specific 
issue. One such occasion occurred in 1562 when the 
queen’s life was threatened by catching smallpox and 
the Council had to discuss possible succession issues. 
Another crisis followed Mary Queen of Scot’s f light 
from Scotland to England in 1568, raising concerns over 
a possible Catholic plot to replace Elizabeth with her 
Catholic cousin (see page 61).

Elizabeth seldom attended Council meetings and she was 
not compelled to accept the advice that the Council offered 
her, although she seldom disregarded it completely. The 
council had a number of main functions and its duties were 
carried out by individual Privy Councillors (see Figure 1.2).

 Figure 1.2: The roles and functions of the 
Privy Council

Interpretation 3: A view of the role of the Privy Council 
given by the historian   John Warren in his book Elizabeth I: 
Meeting the Challenge: England 1541–1603, published in 2001
  Its main functions were to advise the Queen, to administer 
the realm and to implement decisions taken by the Queen and 
Council. Since its leading Councillors headed departments of 
state, and were responsible for the royal finances, courts of law 
and national security, it is not surprising that they exercised 
considerable influence. … However, the Council was neither 
a unified nor an unchanging body. Although there was much 
continuity among some key office holders, factional rivalry may 
have lessened its importance.

ACTIVITY

How important was the Privy Council to Elizabeth in 
governing the country?

Practice question
  Study Interpretation 3. How far would you agree with 
this interpretation that factional rivalry within the 
Privy Council may have lessened its importance? 
(For guidance, see pages 113–114.)

To advise the
queen on

policy

To watch over
the day-to-day
government of

the realm

To consider
petitions from

private
individuals

Secretary of
State 

The queen’s
principal
adviser 

Lord
Treasurer 
Controlled

government
expenditure

and tax
collection

Lord High
Admiral

Functions
Officers of the
Privy Council

Commanded the
navy

Comptroller of
the Household
Managed the

queen’s finances

Vice-
Chamberlain
Assisted the

Lord
Chamberlain

Keeper of the
Great Seal

Made sure all
government
documents

were legalised

Chancellor of
the Duchy of

Lancaster
Looked after

the estates and
revenues of the

Duchy of
Lancaster

Lord
Chamberlain
Ran the Royal 

household

The roles and functions of the Privy Council
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WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

Important Privy Councillors during Elizabeth’s reign

Sir William Cecil  
(1520–98, created Lord Burghley in 1571)
A moderate Protestant, Cecil had been a Privy 
Councillor during the reign of Edward VI and during 
Mary’s reign he was appointed by Princess Elizabeth 
to look after her affairs. Upon becoming queen in 1558 
Elizabeth appointed Cecil her secretary of state. As 
her principal adviser, it was Cecil who managed the 
meetings of parliament (see page 18) and he served as 
the link between the monarch and parliament. In 1572 
he was appointed lord treasurer and was placed in 
charge of government finances. He served Elizabeth as 
a loyal adviser and office holder for over 40 years until 
his death in 1598.

Sir Christopher Hatton (1540–91)
A moderate Protestant, Hatton was appointed vice-
chamberlain of the household and a member of the 
Privy Council in 1557. He entered Elizabeth’s court 
in 1561 and became responsible for organising the 
queen’s progresses. In 1587 he was given the post of 
lord chancellor, a position he held until his death in 
1591.

Robert Dudley  
(1537–88, created Earl of Leicester in 1564)
A Puritan, Dudley had been a close childhood friend of 
Elizabeth’s. During Mary’s reign he had fought against 
the French and in 1558 entered the new queen’s Royal 
Court; he was appointed to the Privy Council in 1562. 
His close friendship with Elizabeth gave rise to rumours 
of an affair between them. In 1564 Elizabeth appointed 
him Earl of Leicester and in 1585 he was made 
commander of the army and sent to the Netherlands. 
Failing to get along with his generals he returned to 
England, where he soon after died in 1588. He did not 
get on with Cecil and was his rival as adviser to the 
queen.

 Source H: Part of the instructions given by Elizabeth to William Cecil when she 
appointed him a Privy Councillor in November 1558
I have this judgement of you, that you will not be corrupted with any gift, you will be faithful to 
the state, and without respect of my private will, you will give me the best advice; if you know 
anything to be declared to me in secret, you will tell only me and I will keep it confidential.

12
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1 Elizabethan government

Sir Francis Walsingham (1532–90, knighted in 1577)
A devout Puritan, Walsingham was well-educated, having 
attended the universities of Cambridge and Padua, in 
Italy. In 1568 he began working for the government 
and in 1570, because of his command of European 
languages, he was appointed ambassador to Paris. 
In 1573 he was made secretary of state with special 
responsibility for foreign affairs. He was placed in charge 
of Elizabeth’s secret service and organised a network 
of government spies placed all over Europe. In 1586 he 
uncovered a plot to murder Elizabeth that involved her 
cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots (see page 73).

ACTIVITIES

1 Copy out and complete the table below using the information on pages 12–13 
together with your own knowledge of this topic.

Title Religion

Date when 
appointed 
to the Privy 
Council

Position(s) 
held within 
the Privy 
Council

Example of work 
undertaken 
while a Privy 
Councillor

William Cecil
Robert Dudley

Christopher Hatton

Francis Walsingham

Robert Devereux

Robert Cecil

2 Using your completed table explain how important Privy Councillors were in helping 
Elizabeth govern England.

3 Study Source H. What qualities did Elizabeth expect to see in her Privy Councillors?

Practice question
  Why was William Cecil, 
Lord Burghley, significant 
during the reign of 
Elizabeth? (For guidance, 
see page 111.)

Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex (1567–1601)
A Puritan, Essex first entered the royal court in 1584 and 
was appointed a Privy Councillor in 1593. He gained military 
knowledge fighting in France, Spain and the Netherlands. 
Elizabeth later put him in command of attacks on Spain and 
Ireland. He often quarrelled with Elizabeth and in 1601 was 
executed for treason due to his involvement in a plot to 
dismiss some of the queen’s councillors.

Robert Cecil (1563–1612)
A Protestant, Robert was the younger son of William Cecil, Lord 
Burghley. With the help of his father’s influence, he took over 
Walsingham’s duties after his death in 1590. He was appointed 
to the Privy Council in 1591. He became responsible for 
supervising the arrangements for the succession of James VI of 
Scotland as king following the death of Elizabeth in 1603.
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2 Life during the Depression

Key question: How were people able to cope with the challenges of the 
Depression years?

The impact of the Depression created a certain impression 
of Britain in the 1930s, not only at the time, but also in 
the decades that followed. That impression focused on the 
negative rather than the positive. The 1930s were labelled 
as ‘the black years’, ‘the devil’s decade’ and ‘the hungry 
thirties’. It was also characterised as a decade of mass 
unemployment, dole queues and hunger marches. However, 
the negative impact of the Depression was not evenly 
spread. During the 1930s, many people enjoyed longer 
holidays, shorter working hours and higher real wages. 
They owned motor cars, listened to the radio and went to 
the cinema. They went to dancehalls, cafés and cocktail 
bars. Understanding this contrast is important when 
reaching judgements about what life was like during the 
Depression, and how people coped with the challenges that 
the Depression years presented to them.

The dole and the  
means test
In 1920, the government introduced the Unemployment 
Insurance Act 1920. This created a system of payments for 
unemployed workers. The aim was to give workers who 
became unemployed some financial support while they 
found new employment. It provided 39 weeks of benefits 
to those who were registered as unemployed. The system 
became more commonly known as ‘the dole’ (meaning 
‘one’s allotted portion’) and those who received it were often 
referred to as being ‘on the dole’. When the Depression 
hit Britain some traditional economists believed that 
the cost of providing this benefit was too great, and as 
unemployment grew, the cost would be even greater. They 
also believed that the benefit would prevent the economy 
recovering properly as workers would not return to work 
when they had become used to the ‘dole’. So, they suggested 
that the ‘dole’ should be cut by at least 10 per cent. The 
issue of cut or not then split the minsters in the Labour 
government, and the Prime Minister, Ramsey MacDonald, 
resigned. He then joined the Conservatives and Liberals in a 
coalition government. This government became known as 
the National Government.

The introduction of the means test
In 1931, the National Government introduced one of the 
most hated measures of the period, the means test. This 
was designed to control and reduce the amount of dole that 
was paid. The policy showed little or no understanding 
of the plight of the families of the long-term unemployed 
and those increasingly affected by the Depression. For 
those families, especially in the depressed areas, life was 
very hard. There was a dramatic fall in living standards. 
Moreover, long-term unemployment often had negative 
psychological effects on the unemployed. 

The means test meant that after six months on 
unemployment benefit, people went on to uncovenanted 
benefit. This continued to be known as the ‘dole’. However, 
before they could receive the dole, people had to have 
their houses inspected to check all their possessions 
and their savings – that is, go through a means test. The 
tests were carried out by inspectors from the local Public 
Assistance Committees (PACs), which had been set up in 
1930. Families could be forced to sell possessions, such as 
furniture, if they wanted to receive the dole. If a family had 
any other sources of income, such as a part-time job, or the 
pension of an elderly relative, deductions were made from 
the weekly payments. The amount paid was based on the 
income of the whole family with the maximum payment 
varying from area to area. The average maximum for a 
family of two adults and three children was fixed at £1.46 
per week, but many were paid less because of earnings from 
other members of the family. In 1936, the maximum sum 
was raised to £1.80 per week but it was still well below the 
average wage of £3. 

Reactions to the means test
The means test was very unpopular for several reasons:

■ Many claimed that it was more about the government 
trying to save money than helping the unemployed.

■ People hated having an inspector go through all of their 
belongings and then force them to sell some of them.

■ People did not like having to make relatives go to live 
somewhere else if they wanted to receive the full amount 
each week. 

■ It was humiliating for families to have to reveal their 
earnings, savings and the value of possessions.
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2 Life during the Depression

■ If the officials thought that there was enough money in 
the house, they would stop the dole.

■ Some local authorities applied the means test very 
harshly, while others, such as those in County Durham, 
refused to carry it out.

■ The means test was a great strain on family life, 
especially if, say, an older child (who was working) was 
forced to pay more towards family funds.

There were many protests against the means test, the 
most important of which were hunger marches. These 
were columns of unemployed men who marched across 
the country trying to bring attention to their plight. The 
marches began in the autumn of 1931. By the end of 1931 
there had been protest marches against the means test in 
more than 30 towns. However, not all these marches were 
peaceful. In 1932, there were clashes with the police in 
Rochdale and Belfast where two demonstrators were killed. 
The National Unemployed Workers’ Movement (NUWM) 
was set up to try to put pressure on the government. It 
organised a march on London in October 1932, with 
marchers attempting to present a petition to Parliament 
but they were stopped by the police.

Source A: From The Road to Wigan Pier, written by George 
Orwell in 1937
The means test breaks up families. An old age pensioner would 
usually live with one of his children. Under the means test, he 
counts as a ‘lodger’ and his children’s dole will be cut. 

Source B: An unemployed man describes the effects of the 
means test on his life in 1933  
My wife obtained a job as a house-to-house saleswoman, and 
was able to earn a few shillings to supplement our dole income. 
This strained our relationship. It was a burden on her and 
constant bickerings over money matters, usually culminating in 
threats to leave from both of us. The final blow came when the 
means test was put into operation. Eventually, after the most 
heart-breaking period of my life, both my wife and son, who had 
just begun to earn a few shillings, told me to get out, as I was 
living on them and taking the food they needed.

 Source C: A photograph of 
thousands of demonstrators 
arriving in London’s Hyde 
Park from all parts of Britain 
in a protest against the 
means test, organised by 
the National Unemployed 
Workers’ Movement, 1932

ACTIVITIES

 1 In groups, decide on the most important reason for why 
the means test was so hated. Present your ideas to the 
rest of the class.

 2 Study Sources A and B. How far do these sources 
agree about the effects of the means test? Explain your 
answer, referring to the sources.

 3 Work in pairs. Imagine you had to advertise the  
protest march against the means test shown in  
Source C. Produce a poster criticising the means  
test and encouraging people to take part in the march.

Practice 
questions
 1 To what extent does 

Source B accurately 
explain the effects of 
the means test? (For 
guidance, see pages 
192–193.)

 2 Why was the 
introduction of the 
means test and the 
dole significant 
during the 1930s? 
(For guidance, see 
page 194.)
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WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

Hunger marches
By the time of the Depression in Britain, ‘hunger marches’ had become a traditional way 
for working people to express their concerns about their living and working conditions 
to those who governed them. The first hunger march took place in 1905. This type of 
protest drew the wider public attention to the sufferings of people who lived in areas 
that politicians seemed to ignore. However, regardless of whether the Prime Minister was 
Conservative, Labour or National Government they invariably refused to meet with the 
leaders of the hunger marches. This has led some commentators and historians to question 
whether or not this form of protest achieved anything.

The Jarrow March
In 1936, the most famous hunger march originated in Jarrow, in the north-east of England, 
and went to London. It became known as the Jarrow Crusade. It captured the imagination 
of many people at the time and has continued to capture the imagination of people since.

Causes of the hunger march
Jarrow was the worst affected town during the Depression. Most people in the town were 
either employed by or dependent on one firm, Palmers shipyard, for their livelihood. The 
shipyard began to decline after the First World War. By the early 1930s, orders had dried up 
completely. Unemployment rose from 3,245 in 1929 to 7,178 in 1933. 

Palmers also suffered from another problem. By the 1930s the yard was too small for 
the type of ships that were being built. The Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary, which were 
launched in the 1930s, were over 80,000 tonnes. Palmers could not match that. The 
end came in 1934, when a group of shipyard owners set up a company called National 
Shipbuilders’ Securities. They decided to buy up smaller yards and then scrap them. 
Palmers was one of the first to go. It was announced that no ships would be built there 
for 40 years. The closure of the yard had a terrible effect on Jarrow with unemployment 
reaching 80 per cent. 

Normal life almost ceased to exist as families tried to find any way they could to survive. 
The death rates and infant mortality rates in Jarrow were monitored by the Jarrow Public 
Health Committee and published. The figures for Jarrow were very high, showing that 
malnutrition and poor health were widespread in the town (see Table 2.1). Families were 
totally dependent upon support from the local community or the government. Some 
people responded by suggesting that more drastic action needed to be taken in order to 
make people fully aware of what was happening in Jarrow (see Source E).

Death rates per 1,000 of population

1919 1931 1936

Jarrow 20 15 15

National average 13 10  9

Infant mortality – deaths (0–1 year) per 1,000 of population

1919 1931 1936

Jarrow 151 159 114

National average  58  62  57

 Table 2.1: Death rates and infant mortality rates 1919–36

Source D: David Riley, the 
organiser of the Jarrow 
March, speaking in 1936
I think we should get down 
to London with a couple 
of bombs in our pockets. 
These people do not realise 
that there are people living 
in Jarrow today in conditions 
in which a respectable 
farmer would not keep pigs. 
We must do something 
outrageous which will make 
the country sit up. 

122

403185_02_WJEC_GCSE_H_120-136.indd   122 27/05/17   11:01 AM

Copyright: sample material



2 Life during the Depression

The people of Jarrow sent a number of deputations to the Board of Trade in London. 
They got nowhere. In 1936, the last deputation met the President of the Board of Trade, a 
cabinet minister who told them to go back to Jarrow and work out their own salvation. In 
1936, Jarrow made one last effort. A march was organised by the people of the town from 
Jarrow to London. The object was to attract attention to the plight of the town by taking a 
petition all the way to parliament.

However, the government was very suspicious of hunger marchers similar to the one from 
Jarrow. This was because one of the leaders of previous hunger marches, Will Hannington, 
was a communist, which alarmed the authorities, and the marches had often led to clashes 
with the police. Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister, was especially unsympathetic 
towards hunger marches. Moreover, the Trades Union Congress (TUC) and the Labour 
Party did not support these marches, believing they only brought bad publicity for the 
Labour movement and the plight of the unemployed. Additionally, the Jarrow Crusade was 
one of the few hunger marches of the 1930s not run by the National Unemployed Workers’ 
Movement (NUWM). The NUWM opposed the march for two reasons:

■ The Jarrow marchers refused to co-operate with a much larger march organised by the 
NUWM in which several groups were to converge on London at the same time.

■ The NUWM objected to the non-political nature of the Jarrow March. The Jarrow 
marchers did not favour any of the political parties with both Labour and Conservative 
party officials helping with its organisation.

 Source F: A life-sized statue entitled The Spirit of Jarrow, 
created in 2001 to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the 
Jarrow Crusade

Source E: From an account written by the mayor of 
Jarrow in 1936
A campaign was started by the Labour Party to send a 
petition. Then it was decided to march with the petition. I 
opposed the decision. There were hunger marches going 
on all over and I didn’t want to embarrass and put down the 
men. I eventually had to agree, and I marched to Darlington 
with some of the men. I managed to get time off from 
Spiller’s in Newcastle. Communists wanted to join us on the 
march, but we wouldn’t let them.
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What happened during the Jarrow 
March?
The Jarrow March was carefully planned and prepared 
and the final route decided. Two hundred men marched 
from Jarrow to London, led by the mayor, the MP Ellen 
Wilkinson and town councillors. They marched in step 
in their best clothes so that they would have the greatest 
possible impact on the people that they passed. The men 
were turned out as smartly as possible and were clean-
shaven. It took the marchers eight months. They covered 
over 450 kilometres in 22 stages (see Figure 2.1).

As the marchers made their way south, they were 
completely surprised by the reception that they received. 
Everywhere they went they received great support and 
sympathy. They were put up in church halls and given 
free meals and their shoes were repaired free of charge. 
The Bishop of Ripon spoke out in their support and 
newspapers published accounts of their progress. But 
when they arrived in London, there was little support or 
sympathy from members of the government.

Source G: Ritchie Calder, a journalist who covered the 
march
In one family here were four volunteers from whom only one 
could go. And the brothers gave the trousers and jacket and 
the father gave the boots and the uncle gave the raincoat ... 
the family marched with one man.

Source H: From a memo by the Special Branch of the 
Metropolitan Police, 1936
The promoters of the match from Jarrow to London have now 
made definite arrangements for 200 marchers to take the 
road on the 5 October. The plans are being carried out by Miss 
Ellen Wilkinson MP, a former communist.

Practice question
What can be learnt from Sources G and H about the 
preparations for the Jarrow March? (For guidance, see 
pages 190–191.)

N
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34 km
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14 km

 Figure 2.1: The route taken by the marchers on the 
Jarrow Crusade

 Source I: Jarrow marchers with Ellen Wilkinson at the front  Source J: Jarrow marchers stopping for a meal near Bedford 
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2 Life during the Depression

What did the Jarrow March achieve?
There is much debate over the achievements of the Jarrow March. On the one hand, it has 
been seen as providing much needed publicity for the plight of the unemployed in general, 
and Jarrow in particular. On the other hand, some have argued that little was actually 
achieved. The achievements and limitations are summarised in Figure 2.2.

The Jarrow petition was presented
to the House of Commons.

The petition mentioned the
closure of the shipyard and the
high number of unemployed. It
asked the government to provide
work for the town ‘without delay’.

The marchers were given a lot of
support by the public during the
actual march.

The march improved the public
image of hunger marches, some
of which had previously led to
clashes with the police.

The men returned to Jarrow as
heroes.

The police praised the Jarrow
marchers for being well organised
and disciplined.

Achievements
of the

Jarrow March

Limitations
of the Jarrow

March

The march and the petition did
little or nothing to stir the
government into action.

Stanley Baldwin refused to
make any comment on being
presented with the petition. His
response was predictable. He
had the reputation of not
giving in to external pressure.

In 1926, Baldwin had forced
the General Strike to come to
an end and he did the same in
1936 by ignoring the Jarrow
marchers’ petition.

 Figure 2.2: Achievements and limitations of the Jarrow March

Interpretation 1: From the memories of the Jarrow March by Kathleen Haigh, who was 
interviewed for Radio Newcastle in October, 2008
My uncle, Jimmy McCauley, was the second last of the marchers to die. He said he wore out 
many pairs of shoes on the match and that all of the marchers looked forward to being fed by 
the people in whichever town they arrived! In retrospect, he believed that the march was in vain 
because nothing happened afterwards to bring jobs to the town. The legacy which does remain is 
that Jarrow has found its place in history thanks to their brave efforts.

Practice question
  Read Interpretation 1. How far do you agree with this interpretation of the outcome of 
the Jarrow hunger march? (For guidance, see pages 196–197.)

125

403185_02_WJEC_GCSE_H_120-136.indd   125 27/05/17   11:01 AM

Copyright: sample material



WJEC GCSE History: The Elizabethan Age 1558–1603 and Depression, War and Recovery 1930–1951

Hunger marches from the Rhondda valley
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 Figure 2.3 The Rhondda valley

As well as protests from the north-east of England there 
was also protests from South Wales, particularly from 
the Rhondda, an area of 16 mining communities built 
around the River Rhondda (see Figure 2.3). Even before the 
Depression started, this area suffered economic problems.

On Sunday 18 September 1927, at the Red Sunday in 
Rhondda valley demonstration, a call went out for a march 
to be organised. Its destination was to be London, with the 
purpose of raising awareness of the economic difficulties 
faced in the Rhondda area. However, it gained little support 
and the march did not take place.

As the Depression deepened, unemployment and its 
consequences hit South Wales and the Rhondda valley 
particularly hard. People returned to the idea of protest and 
hunger marches as a way of making the government more 
aware of the issues.

On 14 October 1932, a nationwide hunger march began 
with the aim of converging on London. A total of 2,500 
marchers set off from different points around Britain. 
From South Wales 375 marchers set off from the Rhondda 
area. The intention was to present a petition to parliament 

demanding the abolition of the means test and Anomalies 
Act, the ending of cuts to social services, and the ending 
of the 10 per cent reduction in unemployment benefits. 
These marches concerned the government so much that 
they deployed spies, informers and the Metropolitan Police 
to keep a watchful eye on their movements. Force was also 
used to confiscate the petitions so that the marchers could 
not deliver them to parliament.

In 1935, the MP for the Rhondda valley, W.H. Mainwaring, 
wrote a letter to the Home Secretary (see Source J).

Source K: From a letter written in 1935 by W.H. 
Mainwaring MP. Published in Wales between the Wars 
edited by G.E. Jones and T. Herberts (1988)
The Minister, perhaps, can make some attempt to imagine the 
depth of feeling in the Rhondda when I tell him that there is a 
total population of less than 140,000 and a week ago yesterday, 
100,000 people demonstrated there. There was nobody in that 
district who was not demonstrating except those who were in 
hospital. I only wish to God that the same thing would happen in 
London.
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2 Life during the Depression

However, rather surprisingly, an unsympathetic pamphlet appeared in the New Statesman 
and Nation magazine in 1935 (see Source L). The tone of the pamphlet showed little 
sympathy for the plight of the unemployed in South Wales and the economic hardships 
they were suffering.

Source L: From the pamphlet ‘What’s Wrong with Wales’ which appeared in the New 
Statesman and Nation magazine in 1935
So many remedies have been tried in vain. South Wales has become a bore. It is like a crying babe 
in the hands of an ignorant mother. It is smacked by one Government Department and kissed by 
another. Why won’t it go to sleep like Dorsetshire?

Even the new monarch, King Edward VIII, reportedly said while on a tour of Wales in 1936 
‘something must be done’, regarding the conditions that he witnessed when talking to 
unemployed miners and their families. Some residents of Pontypool had a letter they had 
written to the King published in the Western Mail, a newspaper with a predominantly South 
Wales readership (see Source M).

Source M: From a letter published in the Western Mail in 1936
Today you will be visiting the towns and villages of our valleys, and a valley blighted by the dead 
hand of poverty. We regret that your tour has been planned in such a way that the terrible effects of 
this poverty will not be seen.

Finally, in October 1936, a hunger march was organised from South Wales. It numbered 504 
marchers and had the backing of the Labour Party, which had not been the case with other 
such marches. Yet again the government kept a close eye on the march by using spies and 
informants, but did not use the Metropolitan Police Force this time. It has been suggested 
that the backing given to this march by the Labour Party gave the march an air of credibility, 
and the government did not want the police involved. The march achieved little.

Interpretation 2: From 
English History 1914–45 
written by A.J.P. Taylor 
and published in 1965
Select bands of unemployed 
from the depressed areas 
marched on London where 
they demonstrated to little 
purpose. Their progress 
through the country, 
however, was a propaganda 
stroke of great effect. The 
hunger marchers displayed 
the failure of capitalism. 
Middle-class people felt 
the call of conscience. 
They set up soup kitchens 
for the marchers and 
accommodated them in 
local schools.

ACTIVITY

In pairs, use the 
information and sources 
on pages 126–127 and 
prepare two arguments 
about the South Wales and 
Rhondda hunger marches: 
one that focuses on the 
achievements and one on 
the failures. Compare your 
arguments with other pairs 
in the class.

Practice 
  activity
  Read Interpretation 2. 
How far do you agree 
with this interpretation 
of the impact that 
hunger marches had 
in the 1930s? (For 
guidance, see  
pages 196–197.)

 Source N: The Rhondda 
valley hunger marchers 
holding a Jarrow Crusade 
banner
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