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7 The Hound of the Baskervilles
By Arthur Conan Doyle

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
✪ To identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and

ideas (by making inferences about characters and place).
✪ To recognise writers’ techniques such as adjectives, emotive
language and imagery.
✪ To comment on the writer’s presentation of characters.
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CONTEXT

p A
 film poster from the
1959 film

What is it about
Sir Henry’s body
language that
makes him
suspicious?

They can hear
something but not
see it. This wait
deliberately builds
the suspense.

A sound of quick steps broke the silence of the moor. Crouching
among the stones we stared intently at the silver-tipped bank
in front of us. The steps grew louder, and through the fog,
as through a curtain, there stepped the man whom we were
awaiting. He looked round him in surprise as he emerged into
the clear, starlit night. Then he came swiftly along the path,
passed close to where we lay, and went on up the long slope
behind us. As he walked, he glanced continually over either
shoulder, like a man who is ill at ease.
‘Hist!’ cried Holmes, and I heard the sharp click of a cocking
pistol. ‘Look out! It’s coming!’
There was a thin, crisp, continuous patter from somewhere in
the heart of that crawling bank. The cloud was within fifty yards
of where we lay, and we glared at it, all three, uncertain what
horror was about to break from the heart of it. I was at Holmes’s
elbow, and I glanced for an instant at his face. It was pale

E

Doctor Watson is
the narrator of this
section.

The Hound of the Baskervilles was one of many stories written by Arthur
Conan Doyle to feature the famous detective Sherlock Holmes (and
his sidekick, Doctor Watson). In this novel, Conan Doyle achieved great
success by mixing his established Detective genre with that of the
Gothic. The plot of The Hound of the Baskervilles involves a supposed
curse within the Baskerville family, whereby successive heirs have been
killed by a huge demonic hound. Understandably worried, the current
heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, enlists Holmes’ assistance to help him survive.
In this extract, Holmes, Watson and a police detective, Lestrade, hunt
down the beast on the Devonshire moor in an attempt to unearth the
truth behind the curse.
Although it is a
clear night, there
is a bank of fog
on the moor, fast
approaching.
The three
detectives are
following Sir Henry
Baskerville.
Tension is raised
in this short
paragraph.
Holmes’ words
and actions show
urgency.

30

9781510477339.indb 30

26/05/20 8:06 PM

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Sherlock Holmes
is portrayed as
someone who
is enjoying the
adventure and
danger.

What emerges is
half hound, half
monster.

GLOSSARY

Conan Doyle
describes the
reactions of the
three characters
upon seeing the
hound. What are
these reactions
and why does
the writer do this
before describing
the creature?
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The implication is
that the creature
has supernatural
strength.

and exultant, his eyes shining brightly in the moonlight. But
suddenly they started forward in a rigid, fixed stare, and his lips
parted in amazement. At the same instant Lestrade gave a yell
of terror and threw himself face downward upon the ground. I
sprang to my feet, my inert hand grasping my pistol, my mind
paralysed by the dreadful shape which had sprung out upon
us from the shadows of the fog.
A hound it was, an enormous coal-black hound, but not such a
hound as mortal eyes have ever seen. Fire burst from its open
mouth, its eyes glowed with a smouldering glare, its muzzle and
hackles and dewlap were outlined in flickering flame. Never in
the delirious dream of a disordered brain could anything more
savage, more appalling, more hellish be conceived than that
dark form and savage face which broke upon us out of the wall
of fog.
With long bounds the huge black creature was leaping down
the track, following hard upon the footsteps of our friend. So
paralysed were we by the apparition that we allowed him to
pass before we had recovered our nerve. Then Holmes and I
both fired together, and the creature gave a hideous howl, which
showed that one at least had hit him. He did not pause, however,
but bounded onward. Far away on the path we saw Sir Henry
looking back, his face white in the moonlight, his hands raised in
horror, glaring helplessly at the frightful thing which was hunting
him down.

✔ To explore how mood, atmosphere and tension are created in
the text.
✔ To understand how Conan Doyle creates tension through
language and techniques.

E

Hist: a call for attention
Cocking: ready to fire
Patter: repeated tapping sound
Exultant: happy
Inert: unable to move
Mortal: living
Muzzle: mouth
Hackles: hair on the back of the neck
Dewlap: skin below the jaw
Delirious: a disturbed, restless state
of mind
Conceived: thought up
Apparition: unexpected person or
thing, suddenly appearing

SKILLS FOCUS

p Dartmoor at night
31

9781510477339.indb 31

26/05/20 8:06 PM

Fiction

LOOK CLOSER
11 Focus on the first three paragraphs of the extract, up to the appearance of the hound. How does Arthur
Conan Doyle create tension and build up the appearance of the creature? Fill in a table like the one below,
extending it to add points of your own.
Point

Evidence

Explanation

Watson hears footsteps in
the fog.

‘A sound of quick steps broke
the silence of the moor.’

The fog creates mystery as to whom
the footsteps belong to and we wait to
see who appears.

The detectives wait,
expectedly.

‘we stared intently…’

This builds tension because…

Sir Henry’s body language is
tense and uncomfortable.
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2 Using your table from Task 1 as a plan, write three paragraphs answering the following question:
‘How does Arthur Conan Doyle build suspense in the first half of the extract?’
33 Read the fourth paragraph, which contains a description of the hound. Make a list of all the features
described, adding as many rows to the table as you need. Conan Doyle mixes ordinary animal features
with those of a monster. Which words and phrases could be associated with an ordinary dog and which are
associated with a monster?
Ordinary dog

Monster

‘hound’

‘enormous’

44 There are a lot of words beginning with ‘h’ in the last sentence. Find them all and list them. What do you
think the writer intended the effect of this to be?

NOW TRY THIS

E

11 The hound in the extract is a mixture of an ordinary dog and a monster. Add more rows to the table
to note the adjectives, emotive language and imagery used in Conan Doyle’s description of the
monster. In each case, come up with an alternative word or idea that Conan Doyle could have used
in his paragraph.
Adjective, emotive language or imagery used
by Conan Doyle

My alternative

‘enormous’
‘coal-black’
‘not such a hound as mortal eyes have ever seen.’

Not such a hound as…

‘Fire burst from its open mouth’
‘its eyes glowed with a smouldering glare’

Its eyes glowed with…

‘[it was] outlined in flickering flame’

It was outlined in…

32
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The Hound of the Baskervilles

‘more savage, more appalling, more hellish’

More…, more…, more…

‘dark’
‘savage’
22 Create your own monster version of another animal. Think about how you can distort each part of
the animal for horrific effect.
Write an encyclopaedia entry for your invented animal.
✪ Draw and label a picture of your invented beast.
✪ Think of a suitably beastly name for your new creature.
✪ Write a description of your animal – remember to use lots of adjectives.

FAST FINISHERS
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Write a story where your creature appears. Use some of the same techniques that you noted Arthur
Conan Doyle used in his novel.
3 Work in pairs or small groups of up to four. At least one of you will be an animal welfare officer.
You are interviewing Holmes and/or Watson about the cruel shooting of a rare wild animal in a
conservation area. Other members of your group will be Holmes and/or Watson trying to defend
their actions.

PRACTICE QUESTION

E

Read the whole extract again. How has Conan Doyle created a sense of horror in this section?
Think about writing three sections to your answer:
✪ The build-up to the appearance of the hound
✪ The description of the hound
✪ The events following the appearance of the hound at the end of the extract
You may like to use the sentence starters below to help you.
✪ Paragraph 1
The first half of the extract builds tension leading up to the hound’s appearance. Conan Doyle does this in
various ways.
For example, he says…
This creates tension because…
✪ Paragraph 2
The appearance of the hound is monstrous.
Conan Doyle writes that it is…
This creates horror because…
✪ Paragraph 3
Finally, at the end of the story the focus is on the events following the hound’s appearance.
One thing that happens is…
This is horrific because…
[8 marks]
33
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