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Total marks — 60

SECTION 1 — DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND AND THE UNITED KINGDOM—20 marks 

Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b)

SECTION 2 —  SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM—20 marks 
 Part A Social inequality in the United Kingdom
 Part B Crime and the law in the United Kingdom

Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b) OR 2(c) OR 2(d)

SECTION 3 — INTERNATIONAL ISSUES—20 marks
 Part A World powers
 Part B World issues

Attempt EITHER Question 1(a) OR 1(b) OR 1(c) OR 1(d)

Write your answers clearly in the answer booklet provided.  In the answer booklet, you must 
clearly identify the question number you are attempting.

Use blue or black ink.

Before leaving the examination room you must give your answer booklet to the Invigilator; if 
you do not, you may lose all the marks for this paper.
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Page two

SECTION 1 — DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND AND THE UNITED KINGDOM — 20 marks

Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b) 

Question 1

Study Sources A, B and C then answer the question that follows.

SOURCE A

2014 European Election Results in Great Britain

In May 2014, the United Kingdom elected 72 MEPs (59 from England) using a 
proportional representation system of voting. Nigel Farage, the leader of the United 
Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), declared the result “an earthquake in British 
politics” and that UKIP was now “a truly national force” after it won the most votes 
and seats in the UK European Parliament elections.

The UKIP performance was impressive. UKIP increased its votes from the 2.49 million it 
had received in 2009 to 4.37 million. UKIP topped the poll in six of the nine regions of 
England with one of its strongest performances coming in the South-East where it 
doubled its MEPs to four. UKIP also increased its votes in Scotland and Wales. In 
Scotland, UKIP received 10.4% of the votes, but more importantly it gained its first ever 
Scottish MEP and retained its Welsh seat.

Labour recovered from its poor showing of 2009 when only 11 of its MEPs were elected 
and narrowly beat the Conservatives to second place with 25.4 % of the national votes. 
Its best performance was in London where it increased its share of the vote from 21.7% 
to 36.7% 

The Conservatives, who had been the largest UK party in the 2009 elections, lost 
support to UKIP. It lost seven MEPs and was reduced to being the third largest party 
with 24% of the votes. The Conservative leader, David Cameron, claimed that the public 
was disillusioned with the EU.

For the Liberal Democrats, it was another disastrous performance. Almost one million 
of their 2009 voters deserted the party resulting in it losing ten of their 11 MEPs. The 
Liberal Democrat leader Nick Clegg has said he will not resign despite calls from within 
his party for his resignation.

While Scotland followed some of the national trends, it has its own political dimension.
The SNP once again had the most votes. It returned two MEPs which was the same as in 
2009. The Liberal Democrats lost their European seat and suffered a decline in votes. 
Labour retained its two seats with the Conservatives retaining their one seat and UKIP 
received the remaining one seat.

Adapted from various newspapers
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Page three

Section1 Question1 (continued)

SOURCE B — European Parliament Election Results 2014:  
Great Britain (excluding Scotland)

Party % of vote % change from 2009 Number of MEPs Change +/-

Conservatives 23.9 − 3.8 18 − 7

Labour 25.4 + 9.7 18 + 7

Liberal 
Democrats 6.9 − 6.9 1 − 9

UKIP 27.5 + 11.0 23 + 11

Green Party 7.9 − 0.7 3 + 1

Plaid Cymru 0.7 − 0.1 1 0

SOURCE C — European Parliament Election Results 2014: Scotland

Party % of vote % change from 2009 Number of MEPs Change +/-

Conservatives 17.2. + 0.4 1 0

Labour 26.0 + 5.1 2 0

Liberal 
Democrats 7.0 − 4.4 0 − 1

UKIP 10.4 + 5.2 1 + 1

SNP 29.0 − 0.1 2 0

Green Party 7.9 − 0.8 0 0

Attempt the following question, using only the information in Sources A, B and C opposite 
and above.

What conclusions can be drawn from the results of the 2014 European Elections? 

You must draw conclusions about:

• the success of UKIP

• the success of  other parties

You must give an overall conclusion on the results of the 2014 European Elections in Great 
Britain. 8
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Page four

Section 1 (continued)

Attempt EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b)

Question 2

(a)

One role of parliamentary representatives is to scrutinise government.

Evaluate the effectiveness of parliamentary representatives in scrutinising government. 

You should refer to parliamentary representatives in Scotland or the United Kingdom or 
both in your answer. 

OR

(b)

Some factors are more important in influencing voting behaviour than others.

Evaluate the importance of a range of factors that influence voting behaviour.

You should refer to recent elections held in Scotland or the United Kingdom or both in 
your answer. 

12

12
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Page five

SECTION 2 — SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM — 20 marks

Attempt Question 1 and EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b) OR 2(c) OR 2(d) 

Question 1 

Study Sources A, B and C then attempt the question which follows.

Source A: Views of selected Scottish groups on Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) of Alcohol

The Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Act 2012 passed by the Scottish Parliament 
introduced statutory minimum unit pricing (MUP) for alcohol, initially at 50p per unit. 
The SNP Government argues that minimum unit pricing of alcohol is needed to tackle 
alcohol abuse in Scotland. The law should have come into force in April 2013, however 
its legality has been challenged by the Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) and the 
European courts will decide.

SNP deputy leader Nicola Sturgeon stated: “For too long, too many Scots have been 
drinking themselves into an early grave. It is no coincidence that as the affordability of 
alcohol has plummeted in recent decades, alcohol-related deaths have increased.” The 
SNP claims that MUP would lead to 1,200 fewer hospital admissions. Health indicators 
highlight that areas of deprivation have witnessed the highest increase in chronic liver 
disease (associated with abuse of alcohol). In 1993 alcohol-related deaths per 100,000 
in the most wealthy area was 3 compared to 14 in the most deprived area. By 2003 it 
stood at 5 and 53 respectively. Areas with high levels of deprivation such as Glasgow 
and Greenock have poorer health compared to more wealthy areas such as 
Aberdeenshire and Eastwood.

The medical profession supports MUP and calls on the Scotch Whisky Association to drop 
its opposition to the bill. Doctors accept that there has been a reduction in hospital 
admissions and alcohol-related deaths. However alcohol is still a huge health and social 
problem for Scotland. The British Medical Association (BMA) argues that reducing the 
sale of ultra–cheap alcohol through minimum pricing will make a genuine lasting 
difference to health and improve the well-being of the Scottish public. 

The SWA and its members argue that they are committed to tackling alcohol misuse and 
support responsible options. Minimum unit pricing, they argue, is an unfair and 
untargeted policy that penalises responsible drinkers, especially those on lower 
income. Their view is that there is no concrete evidence to support the claims made 
regarding the reduction in hospital admissions. Present action by the Scottish 
Government is already having an impact with the number of alcohol-related deaths in 
Scotland falling from over 1,500 in 2003 to just over 1,200 in 2012. Again alcohol-
related hospital admissions have declined over recent years — so MUP is not necessary.

Adapted from various sources 
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Page six

Section 2 Question 1 (continued)

SOURCE B

General acute inpatient hospital discharges with an alcohol-related diagnosis:  
Scotland 2007/08 − 2011/12 
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Source: Information Services Division (ISD) Scotland  
© NHS National Services Scotland

SOURCE C 

Source C: Alcohol-related deaths rates per 100,000 of population (selected areas) 2012

AREA Number of deaths

Aberdeenshire 12

Dumbarton 41

Dundee East 46

Eastwood East Renfrewshire 11

Glasgow Maryhill 56

Glasgow Shettleston 76

Greenock and Inverclyde 49

Paisley South 38

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2014
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Page seven

Section 2 Question 1 (continued)

Use only the information in Source A, B and C to answer the following question.

To what extent is it accurate to state that minimum unit pricing (MUP) is needed to 
reduce alcohol-related problems in Scotland? 8
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Page eight

Section 2 (continued)

Attempt EITHER Question 2(a) OR 2(b) OR 2(c) OR 2(d)

Question 2

Part A: Social inequality in the United Kingdom

Answers may refer to Scotland or the United Kingdom or both.

(a)  Analyse the consequences of social inequality on a group you have studied. 

OR

(b)  Analyse government policies which aim to reduce social inequality. 

OR

Part B: Crime and the law in the United Kingdom

Answers may refer to Scotland or the United Kingdom or both.

(c)  Analyse policies which aim to reduce re-offending. 

OR

(d)  Analyse the consequences of crime on society. 

12

12

12

12
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SECTION 3 — INTERNATIONAL ISSUES — 20 marks

Attempt EITHER Question 1(a) OR 1(b) OR 1(c) OR 1(d)

Question 1 

Part A: World powers 

(a)   To what extent do individuals or groups in a world power you have studied 
experience social and economic inequality? 

OR 

(b)  

The political system guarantees and protects the rights of all of its citizens.

Discuss with reference to a world power you have studied. 

OR 

Part B: World issues

(c)

An international issue can be caused by a range of political, social and economic 
factors.

Discuss with reference to a world issue you have studied. 

OR

(d)   To what extent has a world issue you have studied been solved by international 
organisations? 

[END OF MODEL PAPER]

20

20

20

20

Page nine
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General Marking Principles Model Papers 1—3

Skills Question — Explaining selectivity/objectivity
The candidate is required to evaluate up to three complex 
sources detecting and explaining selectivity. 

Candidates can be credited in a number of ways up to a 
maximum of 8 marks.

In order to achieve credit candidates must show evidence 
that supports the extent of accuracy of a given viewpoint.

• Award up to three marks for appropriate use of a source, 
depending on the quality of the explanation and the 
development of the evidence to support and/or not 
support a view.

• For full marks candidates must refer to all sources. A 
maximum of four marks if only one source used and a 
maximum of six marks if only two sources used. 

• For full marks evidence must be cited that both supports 
and opposes the given view. Maximum of six out of eight if 
only one side given.

• For full marks candidates must make an overall judgement 
as to the extent of accuracy of the given statement. 
Maximum of six marks if no overall judgement made on 
the extent of the accuracy of the statement.

• Up to two marks also available for accurate comment/
analysis of the origin and reliability of the sources.

Skills Question — Reaching conclusions
The candidate is required to interpret/evaluate up to three 
complex sources in order to reach conclusions.

In order to achieve credit candidates must show evidence 
that explains the conclusions reached.

• Award up to three marks for appropriate use of evidence 
depending on the conclusion.

• For full marks candidates must refer to all sources in their 
answer.

• For full marks candidates must reach a conclusion about 
each of the points given and make an overall conclusion on 
the issues. 

Extended Response — Evaluate 
Evaluation involves making a judgement based on criteria, 
drawing conclusions on the extent to which a view is 
supported by the evidence; counter-arguments including 
possible alternative interpretations; the overall impact/
significance of the factors when taken together; the relative 
importance of factors in relation to the context. 

Up to 8 marks for KU (description, explanation and 
exemplification) and up to 4 marks for evaluative 
comments.

Extended Response — Analyse — 12 marks
Analysis involves using knowledge and understanding 
to identify and link aspects of the following: relevant 
arguments, different viewpoint, statistical sources, theories 
and implications.

Up to 8 marks for KU (description, explanation and 
exemplification) and up to 4 marks for analysis and 
structured answers. Award up to 6 marks per point.

Extended Response — To what extent, Discuss — 20 marks
Analysis involves using knowledge and understanding 
to identify and link aspects of the following: relevant 
arguments, different viewpoint, statistical sources, theories 
and implications. 

Evaluation involves making a judgement based on criteria, 
drawing conclusions on the extent to which a view is 
supported by the evidence; counter-arguments including 
possible alternative interpretations; the overall impact/
significance of the factors when taken together; the relative 
importance of factors in relation to the context. 

Up to 8 marks for KU (description, explanation and 
exemplification) and up to 12 marks for analysis and 
structured answers. Award up to 6 marks per point.

(See pages 53−56 for further details of general marking 
principles.)
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HIGHER FOR CfE MODERN STUDIES  
MODEL PAPER 1

Section 1 — Democracy in Scotland and UK

Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

1. What conclusions can be drawn

Credit reference to aspects of the following:

The success of UKIP 
• Source A: UKIP won the most votes and seats in the European Parliament. This is supported 

in Source B with UKIP winning 22 seats in England to Labour’s 18 and receiving 27.5% of votes 
compared to Labour’s 23.9%. (2 marks)

• Source A: UKIP topped the poll in six of the nine English regions and in the South-East it doubled its 
MEPs to four. (1 mark)

• Source B: Outside Scotland, UKIP almost doubled its MEPs rising from 12 to 23. (1 mark) UKIP also 
increased its votes (from 16.5% outside Scotland to 27.5%). (1 mark)

• Source A: In Scotland and Wales, UKIP increased its share of the vote and gained its first ever 
Scottish MEP and retained their Welsh seat. Source C: In Scotland UKIP doubled its vote from 5.2% to 
10.4% (2 marks) 

The success of other parties 
• Source A: For the Liberal Democrats it was a disastrous performance. Source B: The Liberal 

Democrats vote halved from 13.8 % to 6.9% (2 marks)
• Source A: The Liberal Democrats performance was disastrous. Source B: Outside Scotland Lib Dems 

lost nine of their 10 MEPs. Source C: In Scotland they lost their only seat. (2 marks)
• Source A: Labour came second after UKIP. Source B: Outside Scotland Labour returned 18 MEPs 

securing 25.4% of the vote. (2 marks)
• Source C: In Scotland, the SNP did best having the largest number of votes (29%) and both Labour 

and SNP had two seats each. (2 marks)

Possible overall conclusions:
• Overall, the evidence from each of the Sources A−C suggests that UKIP was the most successful 

party as it won the most votes and seats in Great Britain and the Liberal Democrats were the least 
successful in Great Britain. (1 mark)

•	Overall,	the	evidence	suggests	from	Sources	A−C	that	the	result	of	the	2014	European	election	2014	
in the UK was an outstanding success for UKIP. UKIP won the most votes and seats in Great Britain 
(outside Scotland) and also gained its first seat in Scotland. The Liberal Democrats were the least 
successful as they lost a significant number of votes and seats both within and outwith Scotland. (2 
marks)

Any other relevant point.

8

2. (a) Evaluate

Credit responses that make reference to:
• Opportunities for parliamentary representatives to scrutinise government 
• An evaluation of the effectiveness of parliamentary representatives in scrutinising government

Credit reference to aspects of the following (Scottish dimension):
• Debates, questions to ministers, motions and voting
• Role of committees
• Role and influence of Whips
• Patronage power of the First Minister
• Impact of a majority/minority government

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question (Scottish dimension):

There are many ways for opposition MSPs to scrutinise the Scottish Government. One important way 
is First Minister’s Question Time (FMQT). This takes place every Thursday and this enables the leaders 
of the main opposition parties and other MSPs to ask questions of the First Minister on events that are 
important to the people of Scotland.

(2 marks, one relevant point made with explanation)

12
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (a) (continued)

Holding the government to account is considered one of the key strengths of the Scottish Parliament. 
As such there are many ways in which MSPs can scrutinise the work of the Scottish Government. 
For example, MSPs can raise issues within the Chamber of the Scottish Parliament, initiate debates 
and propose courses of action by using motions. Using a motion, the proposer is given 7 minutes to 
introduce their motion and it is usually replied to by a Government Minister. This forces the Scottish 
Government to explain itself. Motions are then debated in the Chamber. At Decision Time MSPs vote 
on whether to agree or reject the motion. 

(3 marks, broad point followed by extended development of a final point)
Committees play an important role in scrutinising the Scottish Government with all legislation 
being considered by a committee. Committees work more on cross-party lines and there tends to 
be agreement among MSPs from different parties when scrutinising or challenging the work of the 
Scottish Government. Chairs are sometimes chosen from opposition parties. Committees can conduct 
inquiries, take on fact finding visits and produce reports. They can put forward their own proposals 
for new legislation (known as Committee Bills). However, with the SNP now having a majority of 
MSPs, this enables the SNP to dominate committees and the opposition parties claim it is now more 
difficult to call the Scottish Government to account.
 (4 marks, accurate point with developed explanation, exemplification and evaluative comment) 

Question Time enables the leaders of the main opposition parties and other MSPs to ask questions of 
the First Minister. When time allows, MSPs can ask general questions of Cabinet Ministers — a recent 
example which received much media coverage was Police Scotland patrolling peaceful streets fully 
armed. This forced the Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Kenny MacAskill) to justify this new policy. MSPs 
were also very effective in forcing the government to reconsider its decision to scrap corroboration. 
However FMQT only lasts 30 minutes and Cabinet Ministers' questions only 20 minutes, so it can be 
argued that this short time available weakens scrutiny of the Scottish Government.

(4 marks, accurate point with developed explanation and with evaluative comment 
In conclusion, despite a majority SNP government since 2011, MSPs can be effective in scrutinising 
all government action. All MSPs have the opportunity to challenge government actions, be active 
in committees and vote for and against legislation. However it is now more difficult to defeat 
government bills.

(2 marks, overall detailed evaluative comment that addresses the question)

Credit reference to aspects of the following (UK dimension):
• Debates, questions to ministers, motions and voting
• Role and powers of committees
• Role and influence of Whips
• Patronage power of the Prime Minister
• Impact of coalition government

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches (UK dimension):

One important way that MPs can scrutinise the government is through committees. These committees 
meet every week when parliament is in session and examine the actions of different government 
departments such as the Department for Work and Pensions.

(1 mark, one relevant point explained)

One of the most effective ways MPs can scrutinise government action is through the work of 
committees. Select committees examine the actions of government departments. The committees 
have the power to question ministers, call witnesses and review documents although they cannot 
force MPs or ministers to attend. Most MPs do attend, however, as refusal to attend or answer 
questions can damage a parliamentary representative’s public profile. After an investigation, 
committees will produce a report which often gains public attention. For example, a select 
committee heavily criticised the government for selling off the Royal Mail for too low a figure, 
costing the taxpayers millions in lost revenue. 

(4 marks, accurate point with explanation and analytical comment) 
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (a) (continued)

The existence of a coalition government has increased MPs’ ability to scrutinise and challenge 
government policies. This is because no one party has control of the House of Commons and there is 
a greater chance that policies proposed by the coalition (such as reform of the House of Lords which 
the Lib Dems support) may be challenged by MPs from their Conservative partners in the coalition. In 
2012, the Conservative−Liberal Democrat Coalition Government, faced with a Conservative backbench 
revolt, dropped part of its plans to reform the House of Lords. Another example was in 2013 when 
MPs voted against UK military action in Syria in response to Syria’s use of chemical weapons on its 
own people. 

(4 marks, accurate point with developed explanation and extended up-to-date exemplification 
plus evaluative comment)

One of the most effective ways MPs can scrutinise government action is through the work of select 
committees which look closely at the work of government departments (Treasury Select Committee) 
or issues affecting the country (the economy). In parliament, select committees gather evidence 
and make recommendations to the House of Commons or the House of Lords. However, the select 
committees’ reports and recommendations can be ignored by the government. 

Membership of select committees (or general committees which look at legislation) reflects party 
strength so they may well be dominated by government MPs. This strengthens one view that 
committees are weak in scrutinising the government. However some recent reforms have, it is 
claimed, made committees more effective. The chairperson is now elected on a free and secret ballot 
of all MPs. Also, backbench MPs — not party whips — decide who should represent their party on each 
committee. Arguably, this improves the effectiveness of committees.

(5 marks, accurate point with fully developed explanation and up-to-date exemplification plus 
evaluative comment) 

In conclusion, the coalition government’s majority in parliament limits, to an extent, effective 
scrutiny by parliamentary representatives. However, recent reforms to the committee system, it has 
been argued, will improve the effectiveness of parliament in scrutinising the government. 

(2 marks, overall evaluative comment that addresses the question)

(b) Evaluate

Credit responses that make reference to: 
• Factors which influence voting behaviour
• Evaluation of different factors which influence voting behaviour

Credit reference to aspects of the following (Scottish and/or UK dimension): 
• Importance of social class and recent trends. The period between 1979 and today is described as one 

of declining party identification and partisan de-alignment. Many traditional Labour voters switched 
to SNP in the 2011 Scottish Parliament elections.

• Other long-term factors such as age, ethnicity and gender. Clear link between age and party support; 
the young more likely to vote Labour and older voters to choose the Conservatives. Ethnic minority 
voters are more likely to vote Labour. However, ethnicity can be affected by short-term issues such 
as Labour Government’s support for Iraq war.

• Regional variations. North-South divide is evident with anti-Conservative support highest in Scotland, 
Wales and the north of England. The Conservatives’ strongest support is in southern England and 
English suburbs and rural areas. Link here to social class.

• Short-term influences such as party policies, image of party leaders and issue voting. Leadership of 
Gordon Brown became a key issue in 2010 General Election.

• Role of media in influencing voters including newspapers, television, radio, etc. Also, growing 
influence of new media (internet) and social media. However the success of Nick Clegg in the 2010 
party leaders’ debate did not translate into more votes for the Liberal Democrats. 

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

12
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (b) (continued)

Possible approaches to answering the question:

Most electors today obtain their political information from the media (either ‘old media’ such as 
newspapers or TV or ‘new media’ such as the internet or social media) and as such the media plays an 
important part in shaping the views of the electorate. For example, the stories that newspapers select or 
their choice of headlines, pictures or editorials can all have a ‘drip, drip’ effect on readers, influencing 
their politics over time. In the UK General Election of 2010 the Sun’s and other newspapers’ repeated 
criticism of Labour leader Gordon Brown was said to have cost Labour votes. Politicians and political 
parties would certainly agree with this view that newspapers influence voters as they often aim to keep 
newspaper owners or editors ‘on side’. However, it has been argued that the influence of newspapers 
has been overstated. For example, many readers are unaware of, or ignore the political stance of their 
newspaper. It may also be the case that newspapers, such as the Sun, instead of influencing voters in 
2010, switched its support to the Conservatives only when it became clear that Labour would lose. 

(5 marks, one relevant point with a fully developed explanation and accurate, up-to-date and 
relevant exemplification plus evaluative comment)

The public perception of a party’s leader and its policies can influence voting behaviour. For example, 
Gordon Brown had a poor public image (dour and distant) as Prime Minister before the 2010 General 
Election. Incidents such as ‘bigotgate’, when Gordon Brown accused a Labour supporter of bigotry, only 
served to make his image worse with Labour going on to lose. On the other hand, the Sun and many 
other newspapers portrayed David Cameron as young and fresh and it is argued by some that this helped 
the Conservatives defeat Labour. 

In Scotland, the image of Alex Salmond has been good. Salmond has often been seen as being 
energetic, competent and statesmanlike. Even when the Sun newspaper attacked the SNP and Salmond 
in the 2007 Scottish Parliament Election, the SNP went on to become the largest party with Salmond 
as the new First Minister demonstrating that image is sometimes more important than newspaper 
support.

The 2011 Scottish Parliament election also highlights the importance of the party leader having a 
positive public image. Labour leader Iain Gray was accused of lacking personality and being dull. At 
one point on the campaign trail, he was forced into a shop to avoid awkward questions from members 
of the public. This seriously undermined his reputation. Gray’s image therefore badly contrasted 
with that of Salmond and was said to have switched voters away from Labour to the SNP. At the 2011 
Scottish Parliament election the SNP took the largest share of the vote and returned enough MSPs to 
form a majority government.

(6 marks, one relevant point with a fully developed explanation, accurate, up-to-date and 
relevant exemplification plus extended evaluative comment)

Overall, there are many different interlinked factors that affect voting behaviour. Some factors 
such as social class, age and geography overlap and are therefore difficult to measure separately. 
However, it clear that these long-term factors taken together continue to be an important influence 
on voting behaviour even if dealignment has reduced the importance of class-based voting. In 
the same way, it is difficult to measure the overall influence of the media/new media on voting 
behaviour. There is little doubt that people gain most of their political information from the media 
but it is impossible to identify one aspect or another of the media, e.g. the newspaper a voter reads, 
as being the single most important reason why they support any one party. However, most political 
commentators would agree that as the media becomes an ever greater influence in people’s lives it is 
expected that the influence of the media, particularly new media, will increase.

(4 marks, overall evaluative comment that addresses the question)
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Section 2 — Social Issues in the UK

Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

1. Selectivity
Examples of the types of evidence that support the view include:
• Source A: Nicola Sturgeon argues that it is no coincidence that as the affordability of alcohol has 

plummeted in recent decades, alcohol-related deaths have increased and the SNP claims that MUP 
would lead to 1,200 fewer hospital admissions. (2 marks)

• Source A: Areas of deprivation have witnessed the highest increase in chronic liver disease 
(associated with the abuse of alcohol). Link to Source C: Glasgow areas of Maryhill and Shettleston 
have serious alcohol-related death rate — Shettleston 76 per 100,000 compared to 11 in Eastwood. 
(2 marks)

• BMA supports MUP and claims alcohol is a huge health and social problem for Scotland. Link to 
Source B: Almost 700 Scots per 100,000 were admitted to hospital with an alcohol-related diagnosis. 
(1 mark)

• Source A: While there has been a reduction in alcohol-related hospital admission and alcohol deaths 
it is still a very serious problem. Link to Source B: in 2011-12 almost 1,000 males were discharged 
from hospital with an alcohol-related illness. (2 marks)

• Any other relevant point.

Examples of types of evidence that does not support the view include:
• Source A: SWA states that there is no concrete evidence to support the reduction in number of 

alcohol-related admissions. (1 mark)
• Source A: Present action by the Scottish Government is already having an impact with the number of 

alcohol-related deaths falling from 1,500 in 2003 to just over 1,200 in 2012. (1 mark)
• Again alcohol-related hospitals admissions have declined over recent years so MUP is not necessary. 

Link to Source B: the overall number of alcohol-related hospital admissions/discharges has decreased 
from about 700 in 2008 to about 640 in 2012. (2 marks)

• Any other relevant point.

Overall comment (Up to 2 marks available): 

The evidence supports the view to a large extent as:
• The alcohol-related deaths are highest in the poorest areas and as such the impact of MUP will have 

the greatest impact in these areas and lead to fewer admissions. 
• While Source A and Source B show that the numbers of alcohol-related deaths and hospital 

discharges are declining, it is still a very serious problem as highlighted in Source C. 

Comment on the origin or reliability of the source (Up to 2 marks available):

• Source A — “various” sources − extent of adaption not known. Source therefore not totally reliable.
• Source B is official health figures from the Scottish Government and are reliable and up-to-date.
• Source C is official health figures from the Office of National Statistics and are reliable and up-to-

date.

On balance, the information is largely reliable.

8

2. (a) Analyse
Credit responses that make reference to: 

• Evidence of social inequality as it affects a relevant group
• Analysis of the impact of social inequality on this group

Credit reference to aspects of the following:
• Impact on income and employment − poverty rates for Asian British and black British higher than 

white British; unemployment rates higher for ethnic minorities
• Impact on education − underperformance of black British students
• Impact of discrimination − direct and indirect discrimination 
• Equality Act 2010
• Impact on health and housing
• Credit also accurate reference to other groups, e.g. women, people with disabilities, those on a low 

income

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (a) (continued)

Possible approaches to answering the question:

In general, ethnic minorities suffer poorer health than whites; coronary heart disease and diabetes 
disproportionately affect the Asian population. Death rates from heart disease of 20−30-year-old 
Asians are twice as high compared to the general population. Black people are three times more likely 
to be diagnosed with schizophrenia.

(3 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with analytical/evaluative comment)
Many ethnic minorities live in deprived inner-city areas, and living in sub-standard homes surrounded 
by poorly maintained amenities maintains social inequality. Ethnic minorities are geographically 
concentrated in larger urban areas, i.e. ethnic minorities tend only to live in large cities. They are 
not evenly dispersed throughout the country with 50% of all ethnic minorities contained in Greater 
London. In Scotland ethnic minorities make up more than 12% of the urban Glasgow population. 
Significantly 70% of all people who belong to an ethnic minority live in the 88 most deprived areas 
of the UK. Deprivation partially explains health inequality as death rates from heart disease of 
20−30-year-old Asians are twice as high compared to the general population. 

(5 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with extended analytical/evaluative 
comment)

Educational inequalities do not apply to all ethnic minorities. In England, black, Bangladeshi and 
Pakistani pupils typically achieve less well than other pupils both in primary and secondary school, 
e.g. 50% of white pupils achieved 5 or more GCSEs, whereas only 37% of black and 30% of Pakistani 
pupils did so. However, those of Indian and Chinese origin outperformed white pupils with respective 
figures of 62% and 70%. Black Caribbean pupils are also more likely to be excluded as only 12 out of 
every 10,000 white pupils were excluded in England/Wales. For black Caribbean it was 38, Pakistani 8, 
Bangladeshi 6 and Indian 3. However, ethnic minorities are more likely to stay on at school − 85% do, 
compared to 67% of whites − but less likely to get a job at 16, perhaps due to some employers being 
less likely to employ people from a minority background. 

Free meals statistics in England highlight that white children from poor backgrounds also experience 
social inequality. White pupils (16%) are far more likely than any other race to receive free school 
meals − Indian pupils only 4%, black Caribbean 8%. Socially, this means that many ethnic minorities 
have a better status than whites because they are financially better off and are therefore perhaps 
able to afford a healthier diet. 

(8 marks, two separate accurate points, with description, explanation and exemplification plus 
extended analytical comment) 

(b) Analyse
Credit responses that make reference to:
• Policies to reduce social inequality
• Analysis of the aims of different policies which aim to reduce social inequality

Credit reference to aspects of the following: 
• Labour Government reforms: Welfare to Work − 300 000 extra lone mothers have found work; 

Job Centre Plus and JSA, Working Tax and Child Tax Credits: National Minimum Wage. 1.3 million 
workers will benefit from NMW.

• Coalition promise in 2010 to increase the state pension every year either by inflation, average 
earnings or a minimum of 2.5 % whichever is the highest — proportion of pensioners living in poverty 
has declined from 37% in 1991 to 14% by 2011. 

• Welfare Reform Act 2012 — Coalition Government view is that work is the way out of poverty and 
recent welfare reforms will end dependency culture. Introduction of Jobseeker sanctions, £500 per 
week benefit cap reduction in housing benefit and removal of spare-room subsidy; Single Works 
programme; Help to Buy scheme.

• Groups such as the Joseph Rowntree Trust argue that welfare reforms/cuts penalise the poor and 
that child poverty will increase. Also argue that millions of working people are so low paid that they 
have drifted into poverty.

• Scottish Government policies — free prescriptions and free eye tests restored as universal benefit; 
retention of EMA for young Scots in school or college (scrapped in England by Coalition Government); 
Free school meals primary 1−3 introduced January 2015 in Scotland and 2014 in England; Equally 
Well report and policies to tackle poverty; Bedroom Tax to be abolished in Scotland; no student 
charges for Higher Education unlike England and Wales; and Opportunities for All scheme.

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

12

60805_ModStud_HiCfE_ANS.indd   96 01/09/15   8:37 PM

© 2016 Hodder & Stoughton



ANSWERS TO HIGHER FOR CfE MODERN STUDIES 97

Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (b) (continued)

Possible approaches to answering the question:

Government welfare policies try to improve the employment opportunities of the unemployed and 
reduce social inequality. The Single Work Programme replaced New Deal. Now people claiming JSA can 
be referred instantly to SWP, do not have to wait 6 months. Claimants can access advice/training e.g. 
IT literacy, work experience/job interview skills and filling out CV/application forms. It is designed to 
be ‘tough on the job-shy but supportive of the job-ready’.

(3 marks undeveloped point with some analysis)
The National Minimum Wage (NMW) introduced by the Labour Government in 1999 aimed to tackle 
poverty pay and to reduce the number of people in working poverty. Over one million workers 
receive the NMW which is £6.50 an hour. NMW has reduced gender inequality as 10% of women 
benefit compared to 4% of men. A 2013 Low Pay Commission Report claims that thanks to NMW the 
gap between ethnic minority workers and white workers has been significantly reduced. However 
the significant rise in food and utility prices has led to a campaign for NMW to be replaced with the 
Living Wage. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation suggests that the gap between NMW and the income 
needed to pay for a basic household budget has widened. Groups who support the Living Wage argue 
that employees in London need to be paid £ 8.80 (£7.65 outside London) to enable workers to have a 
decent wage. Many employers such as Aviva have introduced the Living Wage, however, the Coalition 
Government has no intention to introduce legislation to make a Living Wage compulsory.

 (5 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with analytical/evaluative comment)
Government welfare policies try to improve the employment opportunities of the unemployed and 
reduce social inequality The Single Work Programme replaced New Deal. Now people claiming JSA can 
be referred instantly to SWP, do not have to wait 6 months. Claimants can access advice/training e.g. 
IT literacy, work experience/job interview skills and filling out CV/application forms. It is designed 
to be ‘tough on the job-shy but supportive of the job-ready’. In total from June 1, 2012, to March 
31, 2014 there were 1.20 million referred to the Work Programme and 1.16 million attached to a job 
provider e.g. Serco. A job provider is a company which works for the government to try to get people 
into employment. Staff from private companies e.g. Serco can get £300 bonuses per month if they reach 
their target and get enough people into employment and reach their targets. Just one in 10 people have 
been helped back to work by the government's £5 billion flagship scheme, leading to accusations that 
the programme is ‘worse than doing nothing’. A total of 130,000 of the 1.2million people who have 
joined the Work Programme since June 2011 are now in employment. Just one in 20 people on sickness 
benefit who were on the programme found work. The target was one in six. In 2014, unemployment 
rates were 7.6% — the lowest rate for 3 years. 
(8 marks, range of knowledge, description/explanation, exemplification and extended analytical/

evaluative comment) 

(c) Analyse
Credit responses that make reference to: 
• Policies which aim to reduce re-offending
• Analysis of policies aimed to reduce re-offending

Credit reference to aspects of the following: 
• Educational qualifications and work/drug/alcohol programmes in prison.
• The prison population is now double what it was when Ken Clarke was Home Secretary in the early 

1990s. The Conservatives accepted in 2010 that prisons were not the solution to crime and that 
alternatives to prisons should be expanded. The SNP Government also accepts that alternatives to 
prisons should be used for short-term prisoners. 

• Prison numbers are still rising, recidivist rates still increasing, rehabilitation not revolutionising penal 
system. Effective rehabilitation projects still small-scale. Many are only accessible to long-term 
prisoners.

• Alternatives to prison, community payback orders, electronic tagging and restorative justice.
• Early intervention programmes for young offenders/work of Children’s Hearings System.

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (c) (continued)

Possible approaches to answering the question: 

All political parties now accept that prisons are failing to prevent re-offending especially for short-
term prisons and that alternatives are the way forward. Three–quarters of prisoners on a short-term 
sentence re-offend within 2 years. Too many people in Britain get sent to jail and the UK sends more 
people to prison per head of population compared to most European countries. 

(2 marks, KU) 
Prisons can only work if they achieve their central aim of rehabilitation. Education is an important 
aspect of rehabilitation. According to the SPS, inmates spend only 21% of their time in educational 
classes delivering literacy. However, it also reports that 18,406 inmates were awarded VEQ in 
2012/13. This is an increase from 16,673 the previous year. Prisoner employability prospects have 
increased only marginally from 10% (2012) of inmates to 11% (2013). Only half the prisoners in 
training prisons felt that their education would help them on release, and even fewer (42%) felt that 
they had gained useful vocational skills and 36% of people leaving prison go into education, training or 
employment.

(5 marks, description/explanation, exemplification and evaluative comment) 
Alternatives to prison are now used across the UK and one such policy in Scotland is Community 
Payback Orders (CP0s). A court can order between 80 and 300 hours of supervised work which must be 
completed within six months of the date of sentence. Offenders avoid the stigma of imprisonment and 
the possibility of falling into bad company and the criminal culture of the prison. Again, offenders can 
remain with their families and possibly prevent the break-up of the family and children being put into 
care. This policy does not only reduce re-offending but prevents the next generation of vulnerable 
children possibly ending up in jail — a quarter of prisoners in prison had been in care as a child. CPOs 
also enable the offender to make restitution for their crime by improving their community. CPO is 
also far less costly to implement than a short prison sentence and the money saved can be reinvested 
into properly financed rehabilitation programmes in prison. Unfortunately many offenders fail to 
comply with the order and only one-third of CPOs are completed. So, many offenders go back to court 
and receive a prison sentence and no financial savings are made nor are the aims of CPO achieved. 

 (7 marks, knowledge, description/explanation, exemplification and extended analytical/
evaluative comment) 

(d) Analyse
Credit responses that make reference to: 
• Cost to society including physical, emotional and financial
• Impact on individuals, communities, business and wider society

Credit reference to aspects of the following: 
• Emotional/physical impact of crime on individuals
• Social/financial cost to communities
• Financial implications on individuals, communities, businesses and wider society

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question: 

The impact of crime on society can be far-reaching especially for the victim. For some there may be 
physical damage or harm. Violent crime can bring out deep reactions in people such as anxiety and 
depression. Elderly people feel especially vulnerable and may be afraid to go out at night.

(2 marks, evaluative point)
Crime can have a hugely negative impact on local communities. High crime levels can contribute to 
‘environmental poverty’ that is areas with high crime often suffer from vandalism, graffiti and create 
fear for people who live there. They may suffer depression and anxiety which may impact on their 
health. Living in these areas will increase house and car insurance costs and may create financial 
difficulties. Fear of crime also deters people from using public facilities such as parks and public 
transport.

(3 marks, evaluative point) 
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Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

2. (d) (continued)

As well as the emotional and physical impact of crime, there is an obvious financial cost to taxpayers. 
In 2013−14 the Scottish Government spent £2.5 billion on criminal justice. This is the third highest 
area of spending after health and local government. The Scottish court system costs £73 million and 
the Scottish prison services £346 million. It is estimated that the annual cost of housing a prisoner is 
£40,000. This is money that the Scottish Government could have spent on new hospitals and schools. 
In 2013, the Guardian newspaper reported that retail crime costs the sector £1.6 billion per year. 
There are on average 2 million incidents of shoplifting a year in the UK. Relatively new crime such as 
Identity theft cost the UK £2.7 billion a year. These crimes are not ‘victimless’ as the consumer pays 
for these later through higher charges.

 (6 marks, two relevant points, detailed and accurate exemplification plus extended comment) 

Section 3 — International Issues

Question Detailed marking principles Max 
mark

1. (a) To what extent
Credit responses that make reference to:
• Evidence of social and economic inequality
• Analysis of social and economic inequality as it affects different individuals or groups
• Balanced overall evaluative comment on the extent to which individuals or groups experience social 

and economic inequality
• A clear, coherent line of argument 

Credit reference to aspects of the following: 
• Social inequalities may refer to education, health and health care, crime, etc.
• Economic inequalities may refer to wealth, employment/unemployment, income, etc.
• Candidates may integrate social and economic factors as this is an acceptable approach
• Social factors such as education, health, housing and crime; economic factors such as employment/ 

unemployment, wealth distribution and poverty based on racial divide. 
• For example, evidence of educational inequalities between all black township and rural schools 

and middle-class integrated schools in terms of matriculation results and school amenities; regional 
inequalities, for example, between schools in Western Cape and Limpopo; evidence of progress, 
for example, impact of BEE legislation, entry to higher education and improved literacy rates, 
modernisation of schools and improved matriculation results.

• Evidence of health inequalities between wealthy South Africans with access to private health care 
and majority of blacks using an over-subscribed national health service — issues of HIV–Aids and 
impact on poorer South Africans and racial and provincial health inequalities. Evidence of progress — 
primary health care reforms, Mandela sandwich and access to clean water for more than 12 million.

• Evidence of economic inequalities between wealthy whites and majority of blacks and between 
provinces. While white unemployment is about 7% it is officially 30 % for black South Africans and an 
average black person earns 40 % of an average white person’s income. Evidence of progress — impact 
of BEE legislation and creation of a wealthy black educated middle class (Black Diamonds); expansion 
of social grant to 13 million South Africans.

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.
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1. (a) (continued)

Possible approaches to answering the question — World Power: USA
• Education inequalities. According to the 2010 Census, 34% of Americans have been educated to 

tertiary level (college/university) but 53% of Asians have completed university. However, inequalities 
are still evident as only 19% of blacks and 13% of Hispanics have a degree.

• Health inequalities — 16% of whites, 21% of blacks and 32% of Asians have no health insurance. 
Similarly, 17% Hispanics have no health insurance, 11% of Asian, 13% black but only 7% of whites. 

• Housing inequalities — whites are still predominately located in ‘vanilla suburbs’, i.e. affluent 
suburban areas on the outskirts of towns and cities. By contrast, African Americans and Hispanics are 
generally based in deprived inner-city areas known as ghettos and Hispanics in ‘barrios’.

• Economic inequalities — blacks (36%) and Hispanic Americans (31%) are more likely to live in poverty 
compared to whites (22%); income inequality — whites ($62,000) earn on average per annum more 
than African Americans ($38,000) and Hispanics ($40,000). 

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question — World Power: South Africa

One issue of social inequality is education provision. COSATU has described black education thus: ‘Many 
schools are no more than dumping grounds for children — unsafe, bleak, uninspiring places where 
violence and abuse are rife’. There is a teacher shortage in township schools. 50,000 teachers have died 
in recent years due to AIDS and class sizes in township schools are often over 50 pupils. So educational 
inequality is still a major problem in South Africa.

(3 marks, accurate point with explanation, exemplification and analytical/evaluative comment)
Despite 20 years of black majority rule the legacy of apartheid is still reflected in health provision. 
Many whites have private health cover while only about 10% of black South Africans are covered. 
State hospitals are underfunded and suffer from staff shortages. There are also significant regional 
inequalities between the provinces and between urban and rural communities. Gauteng and Western 
Cape are the richest provinces and have the best health provision. While there are 37 doctors per 
100,000 of the population in the Western Cape, it falls to only 11 in Limpopo. Malnutrition is a major 
problem in rural areas and there have been outbreaks of cholera in KwaZulu-Natal. The areas with 
the poorest health provision have the highest number of HIV/Aids sufferers. There are also significant 
differences between the races — 13% of black South Africans suffer AIDS compared to 1 % of whites. 
As such, health inequalities are not just racial but also regional.
(6 marks, range of knowledge, description/explanation, exemplification and balanced analytical/

evaluative comment)
Affirmative Action legislation such as Employment Equity Act and BEE legislation which gives 
preferential treatment to black South Africans has helped to create a better educated and well 
paid black workforce. Unfortunately only about 10% of blacks benefit from this policy. Critics of 
these policies argue that while it has helped the creation of over three million wealthy blacks it 
has brought little social and economic benefits to the remaining 90 % of blacks. Many still live in 
informal settlements with poor amenities, high crime and massive unemployment. In fact since 1994 
inequality between the poorest and richest blacks has widened. It has encouraged ‘crony capitalism’ 
and a culture of entitlement that breeds corruption. This means that many ANC politicians use their 
political influence and contacts to become rich. BEE is inefficient as it promotes many workers to jobs 
they are not capable of doing. This has led to schools not receiving textbooks or funds to pay the fees 
of poor students.

(6 marks, range of knowledge, description/explanation, exemplification and balanced analytical/
evaluative comment)

It is clear that the majority of black South Africans and a minority of whites still experience 
significant social and economic inequalities. For those who remain in the informal settlements, life 
is the same as it was during the apartheid years — segregated communities and schools, limited 
education and employment prospects. However progress has been made for those living in the settled 
townships with new homes, clean water and electricity. The creation of a wealthy black middle class 
offers hope for the future despite criticism of BEE.

(4 marks, balanced overall comments with a clear line of argument)
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1. (b) Discuss
Credit responses that make reference to:
• The political system of the world power
• Analysis of the ways in which the political system guarantees and protects the rights of all of its 

citizens
• Balanced overall evaluative comment on the extent to which the political system protects the rights 

of all of its citizens
• A clear, coherent line of argument

Credit reference to aspects of the following — World Power: South Africa
• South Africa is a well-established democracy with an extensive Bill of Rights, fair and free elections, 

high voter turnout, a fair electoral system and many political parties to vote for. 
• Regular elections are held every 5 years and the President can only serve 2 terms. The Party List 

electoral system is highly proportionate as the percentage of votes a party wins will be roughly the 
same as the number of seats they get in parliament.

• At the 2014 General Election, voters could vote for a range of parties — ANC led by Jacob Zuma and 
Democratic Alliance led by Helen Zille. There were also seven new parties such as the Economic 
Freedom Fighters.

• One view is that the ANC has too much power and that South Africa is moving towards a one-party 
state. This makes it far from being fair and democratic.

• ANC controls eight out of the nine provinces and only the DA in Western Cape offers an alternative.

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question — World Power: USA
• USA has a written constitution which protects the rights of its citizens
• Democracy is based on the separation of powers between executive, legislature and judiciary 
• Supreme Court interprets the Constitution and can declare actions of the President and Congress 

illegal
• A federal system that divides powers between the federal government and states
• A free media with free opportunity to join pressure groups and to protest against government actions
• Numerous elections at all levels to ensure government accountability
• The separation of powers prevents laws being passed that are supported by the majority — President 

Obama cannot get his gun reforms passed by Congress
• The poor and minorities feel that politics is a rich man’s club. Again, concern over the failure to 

renew the Voting Rights Act.
• Government surveillance impacts on the rights of the individual.

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question — World Power: South Africa 

The electoral system strengthens the President’s powers and stifles debate and opposition within the 
ruling party. The Party List system gives President Zuma great power as he must approve the ANC 
candidates. This means that ANC politicians are more loyal to their leader than to the voters as they 
fear being moved down the list. In the past ANC politicians have been removed for criticising ANC 
policies. Zuma fired Trevor Ngwane for criticising his privatisation policies. The President appoints 
not only his ministers but also eight of the nine premiers of the provincial governments.

(4 marks, range of knowledge, description/explanation, exemplification and analytical/
evaluative comment) 

20

South Africa has all the features of a successive democracy with national elections held every 5 years 
and voters allowed to choose from a range of political parties. A Party List PR system exists which 
enables a range of political parties to be represented in the National Assembly. It has a written 
constitution which includes a Bill of Rights and also provides for an independent judiciary to interpret 
the legality of government actions.

(3 marks, accurate and developed point, with some analytical/evaluative comment)
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1. (b) (continued)

South Africa has all the features of a successive democracy with national elections held every 5 years 
and voters allowed to choose from a range of political parties. A Party List PR system exists which 
enables a range of political parties to be represented in the National Assembly. However this PR 
system weakens the formation of a strong opposition party as it encourages new parties to be created 
— if they win 1% of the votes they will obtain four seats. It has a written constitution which includes 
a Bill of Rights and also provides for an independent judiciary to interpret the legality of government 
actions. However the constitution discriminates against whites as Article 9.2 states that legislation 
can be enforced that penalises whites, such as BEE legislation. 

(5 marks, accurate and developed point, with detailed analytical/evaluative comment)
To conclude, it can be argued that South Africa’s political system is democratic as free and fair 
elections are held and the public can choose from a range of political parties. It has a liberal 
constitution and the people’s rights are protected by a still independent judiciary — the Constitutional 
Court. It still has a free press and the government can be criticised and challenged. However, the 
domination, corruption and arrogance of the ANC could lead to a one-party state. Jacob Zuma has 
stated that the ANC will rule ‘until Jesus returns’. Legislation has been passed through parliament 
to weaken the freedom of the press and to prevent newspapers from exposing the corruption of the 
ANC leadership. Zuma’s control of the Public Prosecution Department and state security are worrying 
signs of a step towards dictatorship. Respected figures such as Desmond Tutu have openly attacked the 
corruption of the ANC and endorse the view that there are two types of ANC leaders — those who were 
in jail (under white rule) and those who should be in jail.

(4 marks, balanced conclusion with detailed evaluative comment) 

(c) Discuss
Credit responses that make reference to:
• Details/background of a world issue
• Analysis of the social, economic and political factors that gave rise to the world issue
• Balanced overall evaluative comment on the causes of the world issue 
• A clear, coherent line of argument

Credit reference to aspects of the following:
• World issue: international terrorism 
• World issue: nuclear proliferation
• World issue: crisis in Ukraine
• World issue: development in Africa
• World issue: borders disputes — Arab-Israeli 
• World issue: global economic crisis

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking principles for this type 
of question.

Possible approaches to answering the question:

Lack of development in African countries, particularly those below the Sahara, is an issue of world 
concern. Africa is made up of 54 countries and of these 34 are classified as being the least developed 
nations in the world. Seventy per cent of Africa’s population subsist on less than $2 dollars a day. 
A complex combination of political, social and economic factors interact to impede development. 
Widespread corruption or civil war, a lack of basic infrastructure and natural disasters and the spread 
of infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS and now Ebola, can all impact on development.

(3 marks, accurate point with explanation and analysis) 
Poor health is a major cause of lack of development in many African countries. HIV/AIDS has become 
one the biggest problems facing people in Africa in recent years with an estimated 26 million adults 
and children suffering from HIV/AIDS. During 2014, an estimated 1.5 million Africans died from AIDS 
and there are about 12 million orphaned African children. In 2012, AIDS killed more than 2.5 million 
adults and 610,000 children. Swaziland with 26% and Lesotho with 23% have the highest percentages 
of people infected. HIV/AIDS places a huge burden on societies in Africa. The death of skilled workers 
and professionals such as teachers and doctors deprives the labour market of its most important 
workers. The economic impact on families and services is huge — many families lose their income 
provider and the cost of anti-AIDS drugs drains the health service.  

 (5 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with extended analytical/evaluative 
comment) 
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1. (c) (continued)

Political systems impact on development. Many African states are kleptocracies where leaders use 
their power to benefit themselves by stealing public funds and/or aid money, accepting bribes or 
getting advantages in business. The late Nigerian dictator Sani Abacha stole between $1 billion and $3 
billion in the space of 5 years. All this corruption diverts money away from aid projects and essential 
services. The Ugandan Health Minister is suspected of stealing $1 million of international aid money 
that was intended to fund development projects. However, not all African governments are inept 
and dishonest. The Mo Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African Leadership is awarded to leaders 
who have records of honesty and integrity, e.g. Joaquim Chissano (former president of Mozambique) 
and Festus Mogae, former president of Botswana, are both former winners. The famine now being 
experienced in South Sudan is a direct result of poor and corrupt leadership by its rulers. They 
squandered the income from the oil fields on weapons and personal wealth. The result was a civil war 
between the ruling factions in the government and social and economic disaster for the people.

(6 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with balanced extended analytical/
evaluative comment) 

To conclude, world issues such as lack of development in Africa are caused by a range of political, 
social and economic factors such as lack of education, trading cash crops, corrupt political regimes 
and poor health systems. One reason that the 2014 Ebola outbreak has been so deadly in Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone is that their respective health services could not cope. South Sudan is a very 
good example of the way a new country rich in oil and provided with substantial financial support 
from the international agencies can descend into chaos and famine. 

(3 marks, overall conclusion with overall evaluative, analytical comment that addresses the 
question)

(d) To what extent
Credit responses that make reference to:
• Details/background of a world issue
• Analysis of the ways international organisations have attempted to resolve a world issue
• Balanced overall evaluative comment on the extent to which international organisations have 

resolved a world issue
• A clear, coherent line of argument

Credit reference to aspects of the following: 
• World issue — international terrorism (UN/NATO)
• World Issue — nuclear weapons — North Korea and nuclear proliferation (UN)
• World Issue — Russia expansion in Eastern Europe (UN, NATO , EU)
• World Issue — crisis in Euro-zone (EU) 
• World issue — development in Africa (UN and agencies, EU, World Bank, AU)
• World issue — land disputes — Arab-Israeli (UN)

Any other valid point that meets the criteria described in the general marking instructions for this 
kind of question.

Possible approaches to the question:

NATO has brought peace and security to the new states that once made up Yugoslavia. The break-up 
of Yugoslavia led to ethnic conflict between Serbians, Croatians and Bosnians. NATO restored peace 
by sending in peacekeeping troops and using air strikes. At present, NATO still retains some troops in 
Kosovo which lies between Serbia and Albania. Tension is still very high in this region.

 (2 marks, KU with evaluative comment) 
The United Nations has held Security Council (SC) debates on the crisis in Ukraine. In the case 
of Crimea declaring itself part of Russia, a Security Council debate was held but no action taken 
against Russia. Putin, the Russian leader, declared that a referendum had been held and the people 
of Crimea had voted in large numbers to leave Ukraine and become citizens of Russia. When Russia 
invaded Georgia in 2008 and occupied South Ossetia, no military action was taken by international 
organisations.

 (3 marks KU)
The United Nations has held Security Council (SC) debates on the crisis in Ukraine. In the case of 
Crimea declaring itself part of Russia, a Security Council debate was held but no action taken against 
Russia. Putin, the Russian leader, declared that a referendum had been held and the people of Crimea 
had voted in large numbers to leave Ukraine and become citizens of Russia. 
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1. (d) (continued)

Again, when the Malaysia Airlines plane was shot down by a Russian-made missile in July 2014 an 
emergency SC meeting was held to discuss the death of the 298 passengers. It was agreed that the UN 
would investigate the causes of the crash and take appropriate action once all evidence was recovered 
from the site. Unfortunately, the pro-Russian rebels who most likely shot down the plane destroyed 
much of the evidence and it may never be possible to prove beyond all doubt that Russia was to 
blame. All the permanent members of the SC have a veto and can block any action against them. This 
makes it very difficult to resolve world issues and weakens the effectiveness of the UN to maintain 
peace and security.

 (6 marks, accurate and developed point, exemplified with analytical/evaluative comment) 
A range of international organisations — United Nations, NATO and EU — are involved in trying to 
solve the present crisis in Ukraine but with very limited success. Even if the Security Council decided 
that Russian troops are fighting in Ukraine and were involved in the shooting down of the civilian 
plane, Russia can use its veto to prevent action. The US and NATO have ruled out military action to 
defend Ukraine even if the Russians invade Ukraine. Limited sanctions have been imposed on Russia 
for its occupation of Crimea. EU and US banking restrictions have had some impact on the Russian 
economy. Ukraine is not a member of NATO and there is no obligation on NATO to defend Ukraine.

(4 marks, overall conclusion with overall evaluative, analytical comment that addresses the 
question)
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